
 

Alpine Club Library Annual Report – 2019 
 
The AC Library has had another busy, varied and fascinating year. 
 
People: 
 
As previously reported, Hywel Lloyd retired as Chair of the Library Council and as a Library 
Trustee at the 2018 AGM after 13 years at the helm. The Volunteers’ Party last December 
therefore provided a fitting opportunity to celebrate Hywel’s outstanding work for the Library and 
the Club over many years. He was presented with an engraved plaque by Vice-President Steve 
Goodwin on behalf of the AC, and by a framed and inscribed print by Philip Meredith on behalf 
of the ACL. This is therefore my first Annual Report; luckily, there are plenty of positive activities 
to report and there have been plenty of positive folk to help out.  
 

 
Steve Goodwin presenting Hywel with an 
engraved plaque on behalf of the AC 
Committee. 

 
Philip Meredith presenting Hywel with a 
framed and inscribed print of "North-east ridge 
of the Pic Orientale of the Meije" 1896, by E.T. 
Compton, on behalf of the ACL Council. 

Because Philip Meredith was elected as the new Chair of Council to replace Hywel, we needed 
a new ACL Council Secretary, and I am delighted to report that Nigel Buckley, our professional 
Librarian, was appointed to that role at the beginning of the year. Since Nigel is also the new 
Keeper of Artefacts he is going to be kept very busy. Peter Rowland stepped down as Keeper 
of Photographs in the spring, after 8 years in that position. We thank Peter for all his efforts in 
improving and enhancing the photograph collection, photographing much of the artefact 
collection and for driving forward the digitization programme. Peter is ably succeeded as Keeper 
by Bernie Ingrams. Bernie has been involved with the photograph collection for many years, and 
especially with the digitization programme, so I am sure we can look forward to continuity and a 
smooth transition. In this year of change, John Fairley also stepped down as Keeper of Pictures, 
again after 8 years in charge. During his time as Keeper, John transformed the storage of the 
picture collection, completely replaced the hanging system in the Lecture Room to a modern and 
adaptable system, and famously oversaw the selection and conservation of the 80+ pictures 
loaned to Chamonix for the fantastically successful exhibition celebrating the 150 th anniversary 
of the Golden Age of Alpinism in 2015. We are delighted that the AC has appointed Simon Pierse 
as the new Keeper of Pictures; Simon is an acclaimed artist and Senior Lecturer Emeritus in 
Fine Art at Aberystwyth University. He is a Member and former Vice-President of the Royal 
Watercolour Society and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. Notable amongst his many 
publications is Kangchenjunga: Imaging a Himalayan Mountain, jointly published by the Alpine 
Club and with a foreword by George Band. I therefore think it is fair to say that responsibility for 



 

the picture collection will remain in safe hands for the foreseeable future. In a further 
enhancement to the custodianship of the pictures, the Club has appointed Janet Johnson as 
Assistant Keeper of Pictures. Janet is also a well-known artist, and she has already taken on 
responsibility for the hanging of all exhibitions in the Clubhouse Lecture Room and for liaison 
with Art UK, the premier on-line repository for images of art from all the main UK galleries (of 
which more later). We warmly welcome Janet to the team.  
 
As part of the ACL’s regulations, we have to rotate three Trustees off the Council each year, but 
they are eligible for re-appointment. We are pleased to record that Jerry Lovatt and Philip 
Meredith have been re-appointed as Trustees by the AC, and that Kimball Morrison has been 
re-appointment by the BMC as its Trustee. 
 
Last year, we reported on a major step forward in updating the Library structure to meet the 
original intention when it was established in its present form in 1971, by the appointment of ACL 
Members. In addition to all the Keepers, Assistant Keepers and the Honorary Archivist, the AC 
Committee has also nominated Sue Hare, Hywel Lloyd, John Porter and Peter Payne as 
Members, and these have all been ratified by the ACL Council. The Library very much welcomes 
this development and the new Members. In particular, now that all the AC Keepers are also all 
ACL Members, we look forward to an age of smooth and seamless custodianship of the Club’s 
heritage collections. 
 
Facilities and Services: 
 
Introducing the new Alpine Club Library Catalogue 
 
Not everyone is aware that the Library is much more than just books. Library is used as a catch-
all term, since the Alpine Club Library actually houses and takes responsibility for all the AC and 
ACL collections, comprising over 30,000 books, magazines, journals and expedition reports; 
40,000 photographs and slides; around 700 paintings, prints and drawings; the Alpine Club 
document archive; and the collection of around 300 rare historical mountaineering artefacts. 
Over the past year, Nigel Buckley has been working tirelessly to implement the Koha cataloguing 
system to replace our obsolescent AdLib cataloguing software. Koha provides a fully integrated 
system that can incorporate images in each library record. It enables cross-referencing between 
all items in the database, and thus allows a much simpler and user-friendly search facility. The 
first implementation of the system is now live, and you can search it all in the new library 
catalogue available on the Library page of the Club’s website at:  
http://www.alpine-club.org.uk/ac2/ac-media/library  
 
For example, there are 1500 Mount Everest Foundation (MEF) reports on the database (most 
are currently available to download, and the remaining few will be added shortly). To access 
electronic items, click Full text available here wherever you see it on a record. In addition to 
MEF reports, there are also some items from the Archives, and photographs of artefacts and 
paintings (all will eventually have photos). Highlights include Maurice Wilson's diary, George 
Band's 1953 Everest diaries, Michel Paccard's notebook, and much more. Once you've 
performed a search you can limit it using the links on the left-hand side of your results page - 
these include Item type, Author, Topic, etc. Occasionally, the built-in PDF viewer will not display 
the required text; but if that happens you can simply download the PDF and open it in a PDF 
viewer on your own computer. An example of the Library Catalogue home-page is given below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

The home page of the Library Catalogue 
 

 
 
Once you’ve performed a search you can limit your results using the any of the options on the 
left side of the screen. 
 
You can click any title to see more information, or click Request Items to have the book reserved 
for you in the library, or simply save the record by clicking Add to My Books. Also, note that 
where you see records with an Online access link, you can download PDFs via the hyperlink 
Full text available here 
 
We encourage all members to access and try the new system. We are continuously working on 
enhancing and improving the catalogue, and welcome feedback from members. 
 
Pre-Meet Planning with Guidebook Collections 
 

Nigel has started a new section of our guidebook 
collection specifically targeted to support the club’s 
climbing meets.  These will be available to borrow 
and use as regular ACL loans. On the left is a 
selection of the current collection, and we will be 
adding more progressively over time. 
 
If any member wants to use the Library and its 
resources to organise a pre-meet planning session, 
please feel free to contact Nigel at:  
library@alpine-club.org.uk  
We can arrange a convenient time and organise 
relevant maps, guidebooks and reports. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Art UK 
 
The AC is now a member of Art UK, which is a cultural education charity that enables on-line 
access to virtually every public art collection in the UK.  These artworks are housed in museums, 
universities, town halls, hospitals and other civic buildings across the country, and over 80% are 
not normally on public view. As an initial step, the ACL has put 70 of the finest pictures from the 
AC collection on-line through Art UK, with more to follow.  In addition to viewing the pictures, 
with their associated metadata, you can also purchase prints at a range of sizes and for modest 
prices from the Art UK Shop. This will not only provide a resource for members but also a source 
of income for the ACL to use for restoration purposes.   
Visit: https://artuk.org for more details, to view the pictures and to purchase prints. 
 
Fundraising Strategy 
 
The ACL relies greatly on financial donations and legacies, as well as gifts of books, 
photographs, pictures and artefacts. Additionally, the Library is always seeking to identify 
possible external sources of funding to support its work and activities in an increasing 
competitive world. This activity has been significantly enhanced through a very generous, 
anonymous donation from a senior AC member that has allowed us to increase Nigel’s hours to 
five days per week, with the extra day focussed on increasing external support.  
 
A fundraising strategy has been developed and approved by the Library Council, and there have 
already been several successes. In August, the Library won a TownsWeb Archiving Digitization 
Grant (£3000 worth of services) for a project to digitise important archival collections, including: 
Alpine Club Committee Minutes (1857 onwards); Alpine Club Qualification Papers; Alpine 
Climbing Group Qualification Papers; Ladies’ Alpine Club Minutes (1907-75); and Ladies’ Alpine 
Club Membership records. This material is unique to our collection, and not available elsewhere. 
We propose both to digitise the material and to catalogue it at a granular level, making these 
historic papers much more accessible.  The official papers of the Alpine Club receive a lot of 
demand for use, and this project will allow digital facsimiles to be made available online via our 
recently launched public catalogue. Earlier in the year, we also made a successful application to 
the Sporting Heritage and Armed Forces Digitization Project to scan and catalogue our Everest 
archives. In this bid, we highlighted both the extent of our material and the high number of 
Everest team members from 1921-1953 who had served in the Armed Forces. 
 
Visitors and Enquiries 
 
It has been another busy year for visitors and enquiries, with 209 people visiting the Library and 
205 research enquiries received and answered via email. Highlights included a visit by Lynn 
Robinson, BMC President; and a visit by 6th Form students studying German at St. Paul’s Girls 
School interested in early attempts on the Eiger North Face. An exhibition of documents and 
artefacts on mountain medicine covering mountain sickness (Longstaff, 1906), nutrition on 
Everest (Warren, Humphreys, 1933-36) and oxygen on Everest and Kangchenjunga (Pugh, 
Ward, 1936-55) was received with amazement by a group of visitors from the Royal College of 
Nursing. We had a surprise visit in November by designers from Adidas. Nigel arrived at work 
one day to find an email from Adidas asking if they could visit at short notice because their design 
team were in London at a conference. Until they arrived, no-one had any idea why they wanted 
to visit. We found out that the team were interested in old mountain clothing: how they were 
designed, how they were made, if they were effective, and if Adidas could learn from that and 
inform their future designs for the Terrex clothing range (https://www.adidas.co.uk/terrex). They 
were all keen and interested in climbing and mountaineering. But the item that most inspired  



 

them was Frank Smythe’s jacket used on Everest. After showing them some of the clothing from 
our Artefacts collection, Nigel gave them a tour and showed some highlights from the rest of the 
collections. 
 
Exhibitions: 
 
A highlight of the year was the exhibition John Ruskin: The Power of Seeing, held at Two Temple 
Place in London from January to April to mark the bicentenary of the birth of John Ruskin in 
1819. Four of Ruskin’s painting from the AC and ACL collections were exhibited, including the 
watercolour Vevey, Sunrise which was also selected as the image for the 2019 AC Christmas 
card. 

 

 

  
 
The exhibition received rave reviews, and subsequently moved to the Millennium Gallery in 
Sheffield as John Ruskin: Art & Wonder, from May to September. I am happy to report that all 
our Ruskin paintings have now been safely returned to Charlotte Road.  

 
During the year, John Fairley and Janet Johnson 
organized a number of exhibitions in the Lecture 
Room. These included Montagna – the Art of 
Riccarda de Eccher, an exhibition by Simon 
Pierse, our new Keeper of Pictures, entitled 
Icebergs & Northern Lights, and an exhibition of 
acrylic and mixed media paintings and charcoal 
drawings, Amongst the 4000ers, by Barbara 
Swindin, author of All But One, her memoir 
about her quest to climb the 52 highest 
mountains in the Alps.  
 
 
 
 

 
Nigel also curated an exhibition of library and archive material in the Lecture Room related to 
the Victorian scientist, mountaineer and intellectual John Tyndall, to coincide with Roland 
Jackson’s lecture, based on his biography The Ascent of John Tyndall, published in 2018. 
 

Riccarda de Eccher 



 

 
Barbara Swindin 

 
Simon Pierse 

 
Collections: 
 
Books 
 
The ACL is an active library and not a book museum, so we aim to enhance the collection with 
all interesting new books on climbing and mountaineering. Nigel has made an outstanding effort 
with publishers to obtain complimentary copies of most newly published books, and has also 
worked successfully to upgrade the guide-books section. All of this requires extra space. So, a 
major effort has therefore been made during the year, led by Barbara and Nigel, to dispose of 
unwanted material (mostly old magazines and old furniture) to tidy up the basement and create 
more and better storage space. Barbara has used a substantial part of the Chorley Bequest to 
repair and conserve a number of valuable books and archive material. 
 
Pictures 
 
In addition to the exhibitions listed above, John organised an exhibition of material from our own 
collections in Spring 2019, entitled: Alpine Club Collection: Paintings and Artefacts from the 
Golden Age of Alpinism. A major activity during the year has been selecting the initial 70 pictures 
to be put on-line through Art UK, and ensuring that we had high-resolution digital images to make 
available through the Art UK Shop. In this initial phase, we selected only pictures by artists who 
have been deceased for over 70 years so that all the images are out of copyright. 
 
The new Keeper of Pictures is in the process of listing his picture conservation priorities for the 
coming year. Repair of around 60 damaged frames will be started, and improvements to the 
storage of the paintings will be made so that they are less prone to damage in the future. 
 
Photographs 
 
Sally Westmacott has donated four boxes of Mike Westmacott’s lecture slides of the following 
expeditions: 1953 Everest; 1956 Huaguruncho, Peru; 1964 Arrigetch in the Brooks Range, 
Alaska; and 1968 Hindu Kush. Peter Payne has finished scanning the best of Frank Smythe’s 
35mm slides; a quite daunting task. 
 
After a lot of work, a large number of images from the photo collection are now available to 
members. Notable amongst these are: the Harish Kapadia Collection, comprising 1,700 images 
and a catalogue; the Tom Nakamura “Himalayan Flight” Collection of 78 images and a catalogue; 
and the Sella Portfolio of 50 images and a catalogue. The first two collections will be particularly 
interesting to members who are planning climbs in the Himalaya, as well as researchers. The 
Sella collection includes images rarely seen before, and shows the Alps and Alpinism as it was 
in the c1890s. 
 
 



 

Artefacts 
 
During the year, Peter Rowland has broken the back of producing a high-resolution photographic 
record of all the Artefacts. We hope to complete this task during the coming year. Over the 
summer, Nigel made a great effort to improve the storage of the club’s artefacts. Archival storage 
boxes have been bought for clothing and ropes, and a new ice axe storage rack has been built 
to provide better storage for the historical ice axe collection; each axe now has a permanent 
storage location and they are all catalogued. This also makes retrieval much easier.  

 
Everest 1933. Pair of outer gloves used by 
Hugh Ruttledge.  

 
Archives 
 
Alfred Wills’ diaries and letters have been given into our care, comprising some 28 volumes of 
unique and historically important material. Not surprisingly, these have attracted much attention, 
not least from members of the Wills and Norton families, and from Roland Jackson, the 
biographer of John Tyndall, who is interested in correspondence between Tyndall and Wills. 
 
During the year, we purchased the Simon Pierre Benoit guides carnet. Many of Benoit’s clients 
were members of the AC. We now have 50 original guides carnets, but this is the first addition 
to that collection since 1950. This purchase has made us more aware of the value of carnets as 
primary sources of information on early alpine climbing. They are already listed in the online 
catalogue, but that only gives the guides names and dates of ascents recorded. There is no 
information on the clients and the routes that they climbed. Glyn has therefore made a start on 
extending the catalogue to include this information. This will involve a lot of work and time. 

 
Unusually, we own two sets of 
scrapbooks that record the gatherings 
organised by Geoffrey Winthrop Young 
at the Gorphwysfa Hotel, Pen-y-Pass, 
between 1896 and 1947, but they were 
in rather poor condition. We have 
therefore commissioned Museum 
Conservation Services of Duxford to 
clean and flatten one set using their 
atmospherically-controlled chamber. 
They also photographed all the 
individual sheets and provided us with 
digital copies. Cyril Titus has now been 
asked to make a special conservation-
grade storage box to store them and 
keep them flat.  

 
 

 

The great and good outside the Gorphwysfa Hotel at Pen-y-Pass in 1913. 



 

 
 
Monuments 
 
Charlie Burbridge, The Keeper of Monuments, visited the Hinchcliffe memorial on Riffelalp whilst 
attending the aspirants meet in August and reports that it is in good condition but no longer 
enjoys a commanding view of the Matterhorn because it is now obscured by trees. An attempt 
will be made to see if these trees can be removed. He also visited the plaque to Clinton Dent on 
the wall of the Britannia Hut. This is not an official AC monument, but the AC contributed to the 
cost of the construction of the Brittannia Hut along with the LAC and the ABMSAC – hence the 
name of the hut. The existence of the plaque is not common knowledge and the hut staff needed 
an extensive search to find it; but it is in good condition.  
 
Finally, Charlie also arranged for the Maurice Simond Memorial Plaque on the outside wall of 
the Bar National in Chamonix to be cleaned. This is also not an official AC monument and there  

 
is no record of who arranged for it to be raised. But since the AC is the main body that represents 
British alpinism, it was felt that we should contribute to its upkeep. This amounts simply to elbow 
grease and Brasso! 
 
 
 
Finally, I cannot end this report without expressing gratitude to everyone in the Library Team 
and to all the Volunteers who gave their time so ungrudgingly throughout the year. Without your 
efforts the ACL could not function. Thank you!  
 
Philip Meredith 
Chair of Trustees of the Alpine Club Library 
November 2019 


