
Alpine Club Survey on Climate Change - Headline Results, November 2021 

Introduction 

We are so grateful for the 179 responses to the AC Climate Change Survey (November 2021.)  The following is a brief 
summary of results with a selection of comments, aiming to give a general flavour of respondents’ views and 
suggestions.   

Q1 How far do you agree with the following statement: “human activities are contributing to 
dangerous climate change”? 

 

 

Q2 Members involved in combating climate change through work: 27 

Examples of the kinds of work our members are involved in as follows:  

• Architect working on low carbon low energy projects. 
• Environmental scientist.  
• Research grant awarded to decrease nitrous oxide use. 
• Railway designer. 
• Reducing the carbon impact of water treatment technologies.  
• Supporting field research in Antarctica through work with Antarctic Logistics & Expeditions. 
• Provision and management of trees and green spaces. 
• Research into sustainable geothermal energy production. 
• Engaged in flood alleviation projects.  
• Green sector in the construction industry. 

 
 

Q3 Members volunteering in activities to combat climate change: 49 

Examples of the kinds of volunteering our members are involved in can be classified into 5 categories: educating/ 
informing, research, lifestyle changes, lobbying/ activism and practical work locally.  Examples below as follows: 
 
3.1 Educating/ informing  
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• Raising awareness through art practice, currently collaborating with a British Antarctic Scientist to highlight 
their work.  

• Leading wildlife groups to educate both adults & children in their responsibility towards the natural world. 
• Helping to coordinate British Mountain Medicine Society webinar on the subject. 
• Mitigation through our travel industry as well as help with Govt policy (UNEP India). 
• Work as a kayak and mountain guide and inform my clients about how environmental practices are affecting 

the natural world and encourage my clients to mitigate their impact on the natural world. 

 
3.2    Research 

• Leading expedition to recreate the Alpine Club's 1862 High Level Route, filming to show the differences in 
the last 160 years and obvious effects like the result of permafrost melting and glacial recession while 
simultaneously collecting samples to enable the measurement of atmospheric micro-plastics. 

• Professional Consulting Geologist in the Resource Extraction Business (ii)  I'm asked to speak to or contribute 
to discussions at various local Groups on Climate Change / Current Global Warming - in quantitative terms - 
causes / solutions / implications 

• Supporting research & field work as a Council Member of the Royal Geographical Society. 
 
 
3.3 Personal lifestyle changes 
  

• Changed to green energy tariff, drive less, waste less, reuse and recycle as much as possible. 
• Pension etc - invest in companies that are making a positive difference. 
• Look at the labels in supermarket and try to avoid buying veg that has been flown in. 
• Grow a proportion of our own veg. 

 
3.4 Lobbying / activism  
 

• Spreading the word, letters to MP's etc 
• Community activism defending green space. 
• Member of British Mountain Guides Environmental Group Supporting Greenpeace. 
• Climate activist: active in Extinction Rebellion: 4 arrests, 2 convictions. 
• Participation in AC green group, John Muir Trust etc  

 
.3.5 Practical work locally 
 

• Tree planting, restoring ancient woodland, woodland management. 
• Conservation work creating wetland habitats for birds and all other plant & animal life. 
• Trustee of a community centre and food bank. 
• Organising/participating in clean-ups. 
• Director of a number of community energy co-operatives. 

 
. 
 
4 What, if any, changes are you planning to make to your mountaineering trips as a consequence of climate 
change, and what would help you to achieve this? 

In terms of changes to their mountaineering trips, members focused mainly on methods and frequency of travel, but 
others did highlight issues such as removing waste from the hill, purchasing sustainable equipment and employing 
local people: 

4.1       Transport  
 

• Avoiding/ reducing flights / high carbon travel, more climbing locally.  
• Take trains to the Alps. This needs better connections on Eurostar to alpine trains (in summer), and clearer  



rules for taking ice axes/crampons/gas canisters etc on Eurostar.   
• More car sharing.  An AC initiative like the new BMC one.   

 
4.2         Equipment 
 

• Greener kit. Suggestions from the AC always most welcome.   
• We aim to get maximum use out of all our gear, keeping it for a long time and recycling/repairing/reusing etc.  
• We also try to buy from more manufacturers which use sustainable processes and materials where we can.  

  
4.3        Local Resources/ Waste/ Fuel 
 

• Employing local people as guides where possible. 
• Huts to become greener and supplies with electric drones? Rather than heli. 
• Don't burn more wood for fires than needed.  
• Use Kerosene or gas where possible.   
• Bring litter and waste off hill 

  
  
 

5  Do you consider the Alpine Club and its members should be involved in combating climate                          
change?  

 

In terms of future AC involvement, members focused mainly on advice/ resources and awareness raising, as well as 
AC facilities and activities, support for fragile communities and a wider lobbying/ collaboration role. 

5.1  Advice, Resources, Awareness Raising 

• Articles and debate in the Journal and as proposed on-line. 
• Encouraging members to consider how best they can influence any reduction to climate change. 
• 'Code of conduct' towards low energy, recycling and using renewables where possible in all activities. 
• Awareness and promotion of low carbon clothing and equipment. 
• Providing a specific site for mountain expertise on the effects of climate change in hills and mountains. 

Publicising this information. 
 

5.2  AC Facilities and Activities 
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• Considering the total energy footprint of the AC, is it right to encourage trips to London/publish hard copies 
our annual journal/ encourage overseas travel?  

• Better insulation and low carbon heating of club premises, elimination of gas for cooking, pv or solar water 
on roof to minimise energy use. 

• The club premises should be early adopters of green solutions. E.g. using 100% green energy, installing air 
source heat pumps and insulating properly, and using its grey water for toilet flushes etc 
 
 

5.3 Support for Fragile Communities 

• Helping to reverse deforestation, etc and other damaging impacts of modern life, rather than on reducing 
climbing activity, which is important to the incomes of the places involved. 

• Set guidelines for all expeditions funded by the AC - and do this in conjunction with the MEF Supporting/ 
highlighting poor alpine communities most affected by climate change & glacial recession etc. eg Nepal etc. 

• Help with climate projects on trips e.g. an extra day or two before or after to help a local climate project. 
Each year adopt a range or a mountain and raise awareness through newsletter, social media etc of climate 
impact, what is being done, what could be done and how members can contribute.  
 

5.4 Lobbying/ collaboration 

• Continue to raise awareness of what members can do to take a lead in this field, and how best to set an 
example.  Lobby the government to make greener travel cheaper and use of the Eurostar doable with axes 
and crampons.  Raise awareness about greener choices of kit. 

• Engaging in the political process to actively change ways in which the British countryside is managed. 
Members could be encouraged (and AC could provide support here) to join relevant National Park, and 
environmental management committees.  

• Link up with sustainable transport thinking/firms and same for mountain sports clothing. 
 

6 Number of respondents happy to share case studies/ data: 33 

 

Conclusion 

With detailed responses from so many members, we have a rich set of data to explore and on which to base our 
future approach to green policymaking within the club. When the Green Group and AC Committee have had a 
chance to digest the full data set, we hope to propose recommendations for policy going forward, which will be 
shared with members through the AC newsletter.  In the meantime please do continue to get in touch with your 
suggestions and thoughts (via the AC administrator) in this emerging area for the AC.  

 

*** 

Grace Hurford & Adam Butterworth on behalf of the Alpine Club Green Group 

17th November 2021 


