
Alpine	Club	Saas	Fee	Aspirants	Meet,	September	2019		

Sunday	 evening	 (31st	 of	 August)	 saw	 the	 official	 start	 of	 the	 2019	 Aspirants	 meet	 in	 Saas	 Fee	
Switzerland,	with	some	members	arriving	early	–	two	members	had	already	made	an	ascent	of	the	
North	 Ridge	 of	 the	 Weissmeiss,	 with	 another	 party	 climbing	 the	 South	 Ridge	 of	 the	 Lagginhorn	
missing	the	 last	 liI	only	 to	sweet	 talk	 the	operators	 into	reopening	so	they	could	make	 it	back	 for	
Mira’s	Bolognese.	A	further	party	climbed	the	Alphubel	from	the	first	liI	and	made	it	back	in	Pme,	
and	all	this	before	dinner	on	the	first	evening!	

Proceedings	commenced	with	a	welcome	dinner,	introducPons,	and	a	briefing	on	the	first	two	days	
which	 were	 dedicated	 to	 knowledge	 sharing	 and	 pracPcing	 alpine	 techniques.	 What	 made	 this	
dinner	memorable	was	the	great	atmosphere,	with	almost	30	people	present,	as	we	were	joined	by	
some	full	members	for	part	of	the	meet,	and	some	partners	of	members	joined	for	a	few	days	before	
bidding	their	loved	ones	a	safe	two	weeks	of	climbing,	and	the	guides	who	would	provide	the	tuiPon.	

Great	 weather	 started	 the	 week	 as	 the	 team	 received	 hands-on	
instrucPon	from	the	team	on	roped	glacier	travel,	crevasse	rescue,	seWng	
up	 ice	 anchors	 /	 rappels,	 and	 moving	 together	 in	 alpine	 terrain.	 While	
providing	 a	 good	 skills	 refresher	 (and	 reminder	 of	 the	 realiPes	 of	 the	
alpine	 environment)	 it	 gave	 an	 opportunity	 to	 get	 to	 know	one	 another	
and	form	new	climbing	partnerships	and	swap	ideas	for	future	peaks.	

Following	 the	 warm-up	 phase,	 teams	 speared-off	 in	 various	 direcPons,	
almost	 instantly,	 to	 put	 skills	 and	plans	 into	 acPon.	 Some	 leI	 for	 a	 bivvy	

and	 an	 ascent	 of	 the	 Stellihorn,	 others	 leI	 for	 the	Mischabel	 hut,	 amongst	 other	 objecPves,	 and	
others	opted	for	a	slower	start	and	breakfast	at	the	hotel	along	with	special	guest	–	Victor	Saunders.	
Over	 the	 course	 of	 the	 next	 two	weeks	 climbs	 of	 various	 levels	 of	 difficulty	were	 Pcked-off,	with	
generally	great	weather	for	the	duraPon.	A	sample	of	ascents	included:		

• (Chris	 Lewis	 /	 Tomasz	 Smith)	 Nadelgrat	 traverse:	 A	 great	
evening	was	 had	 in	 the	 Bordier	 Hut	with	 coffee,	 cake	 and	
beers	 between	 Chris,	 Tomasz,	 Nick	 Simons,	 and	 Nigel	
Buckley,	 aIer	 having	 traversed	 over	 the	 Gross	 Bigerhorn	
and	Balfrin	from	the	Mischabel	Hut,	where	a	large	group	AC	
members	 spent	 the	 night	 with	 Charlie	 Burbridge,	 John	 da	
Silva	 and	 Jake	 Bailey	 making	 an	 ascent	 of	 the	 Nadelhorn,	
which	Nick	and	Nigel	had	climbed	the	day	before.	For	Chris	
and	Tomasz	a	0230	start	from	the	Bordier	hut	loomed,	with	
a	less	than	ideal	weather	forecast.	IniPal	good	weather,	gave	way	to	an	aIernoon	electrical	
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storm	 (requiring	 a	 pause	 away	 from	metal	 gear,	 and	 the	pair	 remained	 calm	with	 survival	
shelter	 in	 their	 pack),	 and	 low	 visibility	 later	 in	 the	 day.	 Despite	 the	 weather,	 the	 pair	
completed	the	route	only	slightly	behind	guidebook	Pme,	followed	by	a	meal	of	RosP	at	the	
Mischabel	hut	before	descending	down	to	the	valley	from	the	hut.	

• (Nick	Hurndall	Smith,	Nick	Simons,	Nigel	Buckley,	Nigel	Bassam)	Alphubel	via	Rotgrat	route	
to	Taschorn	via	Mischabelgrat	route:	StarPng	from	the	Taschhude	the	Nick	and	Nigel	duo’s	
ascended	the	Rotgrat	route	to	Alphubel,	which	
included	some	excellent	cimbing	and	wonderful	
v i e w s ,	 t h e n	 d e s c e n d e d	 t o	 t h e	
Mischabeljochbiwak	where	a	nice	evening	was	
had	sharing	some	alcohol	(no	idea	what	type!)	
with	 a	 group	 of	 Italian	 alpinists.	 The	 following	
day	 the	 team	 ascended	 (then	 reversed)	 the	
Taschhorn	 via	 the	Mischabelgrat	 encountering	
late	 summer	 dry	 condiPons.	 On	 descent	 the	
team	 carried	 on	 down	 to	 Taschalp	 via	 the	
Weingartengletscher	route.	Nick	(Simons)	notes	
that	 the	Mischabelgrat	 hut	must	 now	 be	 paid	
online	or	at	the	local	post	office,	following	the	removal	of	the	honesty	box.	

• (Sam	Ross,	Kyle	ScoM,	Anna	Vojits,	Adam	Casey,	Michael	Fraser)	Alalinhorn	via	Hohlaubgrat	
route:	 StarPng	 from	 the	 Felskinn	 train	 (stopping	 mid-way)	 in	 variable	 visibility	 the	 team	
crossed	the	glacier	and	over	the	tricky	bergschrund	to	gain	the	ramp	onto	the	ridge.	With	the	
weather	threatening	to	close-in	throughout	the	day	the	two	rope	teams	maintained	a	strong	
pace	 to	 adain	 the	 final	 rock	 pitch	 and	 summit	 in	 good	 Pme,	 before	 descending	 via	 the	
normal	route	through	fresh	(light)	snow	back	to	the	

top	staPon.				 	

The	meet	was	a	great	way	for	aspirant	members	to	build	their	skills,	experience,	and	partnerships	for	
future	 alpine	 climbing	 adventures	 and	 it	was	 a	 pleasure	 to	 share	 some	of	 these	 experiences	with	
other	long-standing	members	who	joined	the	meet.	Big	thanks	to	Nicholas	Hurndall	Smith,	the	guide	
team,	and	the	Alpine	Club	for	organising.		

Michael	Fraser	

Adended	by:	Nick	Smith,	Jonathan	Schofield,	Sam	Ross,	Nathan	Moore,	Nigel	Buckley,	Adam	Casey,	
Michael	Fraser,	Chris	Lewis,	Anna	Vojits,	Tomasz	Smith	(full),	Andy	Brook-Dobson	(now	full),	John	da	
Silva	(now	full),	Bernadede	Cooke,	John	Hayes,	Jake	Bailey,	Nick	Simons	(full),	Kyle	Scod,	Mike	
Mason,	Gordon	Murphy.	Also	Hannah	Marsden	(guest),	Faye	Buckley	(guest)	and	full	members:	Nigel	
Bassam,	Charles	Burbage,	William	Newsome	and	Owen	Samuel.	
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Nick	Simons	and	Nigel	Bassam	making	a	start	on	the	Alphubel’s	Rotgrat.	Photo:	Nicholas	Smith	


