
2021 George Starkey Hut maintenance meet 
26-28th August 2021 

Attendees: Don Hodge, Judy Renshaw, Paul Hudson, Mike Dunn, Marta Mills (prospective 
new member), Heather Eddowes, Tony Westcott, Suzanne Strawther, Graham Uney, 
Sharon Kennedy, Mike Parsons, Marian Parsons. 
 

We were very fortunate to have dry calm weather which helped us do outdoor jobs as well 
as indoor ones.  
 



Marian (the Hut Warden) had prepared lists of tasks, of which many were of a routine 
annual deep cleaning variety. Much dusting, cleaning, scrubbing and tidying was attacked 
with vigour, including the dreaded cupboards which had acquired a layer of dirty mould on 
the walls. Tony attacked the job with his usual enthusiasm, while Suzanne polished the 
cobwebby window frames outside until the spiders positively glowed. She did much the 
same with the hearth, but no spiders benefited. 

Paint was applied to the bare areas on the mens' dormitory ceiling and the washroom 
ceiling where repairs had recently been made.  



Marta had a particular flair for wielding the paint brush liberally wherever there was a scar 
or a mucky bit of wall, and Graham and Sharon scoured out the drying room to a sparkling 
finish. Paul and Judy sorted out the kitchen and gave it a good spring-clean, and Mike 
Dunn cleaned, scrubbed and polished the dormitories and washrooms, after clearing out 
the gutters. 

Heather gave the new kitchen fire door multiple coats of varnish, as the bare wood was 
actually quite nice and paint would have added unwanted thickness anyway. The front 
door had to have some filler and paint too, as it was scarred and weathered with layers of 
paint lifting here and there. 

Don, our hut maintenance guru of long standing, was more or less everywhere at once, 
beginning with pruning the trees round the car park, and moving in to address all sorts of 
fiddly maintenance jobs and problem areas that only he understands how to fix! 
Everyone did more tasks than I can put their names to, since I seem to have lost the tick 
list, but we finished with a nice sociable meal on Saturday night, and by then everything 
had been ticked off. 

Many thanks to these kind folk who turned up to help make the Hut so much nicer for 
everyone. 

Marian Parsons (Hut Warden)


