
NORTH WALES MEET 13-20 June 2021 

My original plan was to organise another joint meet for members of the Alpine Club and CAF 
Marseille. Unfortunately, COVID and travel restrictions forced our French guests to cancel 
their arrival and postpone the meet until next year. Nevertheless, I decided to go ahead with 
the meet for UK based members of the Alpine Club. 

We met at the Snowdon Inn campsite, just outside Llanberis. This spot, recommended to me 
by my local expert - Ian, was a perfect base for climbing and scrambling. The only 
disadvantage were the midges that clearly missed humans during months of lockdown and 
with unprecedented enthusiasm were trying to eat us alive every evening. 

Over the following week, members of the club were joining our party for spells of a few days. 
Being very lucky with the weather, we were able to climb every day apart from Wednesday 
when rain forced us to recharge our batteries in coffee shops in Llanberis.  

Sunday, 13 June – Raf, Kat S. and Max climbed at Clogwyn Y Grochan in Llanberis Pass. 
Two routes done - Wind (HVS, 5b) and Brant Direct (HVS, 5a). 

Monday, 14 June – Raf, Kat, Max and Ian met at the Bus Stop car park and climbed several 
routes on slate. Most notable were the Mau Mau (E4, 6a) and Purple Haze (E3, 5b) led by 
Ian as well as German Schoolgirl (E2, 5c) led by Kat. 

Tuesday, 15 June – trip to Ogwen Valley where several teams climbed at Bochlwyd Buttress. 
Once again, the hardest route was led by Ian – the Wrack (E2, 5b). Kat S. led a very, very 
old (FA 1912) jamming test piece – Herford Crack (HVS, 5a) at Gribin Facet. On her way, 
she was hit by hex number 5 which resulted in a large scar on her forehead. Despite 
bleeding, she managed to finish her climb cleanly and at the top was mainly worried about 
blood that made her rack look rather dirty. At the same crag Max, Kimball, Tom and Nigel 
climbed “practically ungradable” Monolith Crack (HS /VS?). 

Wednesday, 16 June – bad weather day, several teams spending hours in coffee shops, 
trying local cakes and drinks. 

Thursday, 17 June – two teams went to slate quarries again - Raf and Kat S. climbed a 6-
pitch sport route - the Desolation of Smaug (6c) while Ian and Cat H. ticked off several trad 
routes in the California sector, including Dwarf Shortage (E5, 6a) led by Ian. Nick and Paul 
climbed long classic V Diffs - the Spiral Stairs and Flying Buttress at Dinas Cromlech. 

Friday, 18 June – Nick’s birthday, celebrated with style - two 3-men teams climbed the Main 
Wall (HS, 4b) at Cyrn Las. Apart from this, a team of three went to Clogwyn y Grochan 
where Ian on-sighted Stroll On (E3, 6a). Nigel Bassam and Paul ticked off one of the “Hard 
Rock” classics – the Grooves (E1, 5b). Tom, on his way back home, climbed Looning the 
Tube (E1, 5a) at the slate quarries. 

Saturday, 19 June – not the best weather in Llanberis but much better conditions were found 
at Tremadog. Several interesting leads were done including Creagh Dhu Wall (HS, 4b) and 
Tensor (E2, 6a). After a very satisfying day, we all met for the final evening’s pizza party at 
the camp site.  

Sunday, 20 June – end of the meet. Nick and Kieran climbed Central Route 2 at Clogwyn 
Cyrau (VS, 4c). Kat S. led Cemetery Gates (E1, 5b) at Dinas Cromlech whilst Nick S and 
Nigel Buckley opted for a swim in one of the lakes near Tremadog. 

In summary, the meet was incredibly successful. As a team, we climbed a huge number of 
Welsh classics at various grades, from long multi-pitch V Diffs to short, sharp and very 



technical routes on slate.  We visited various crags and climbing areas like Llanberis Pass, 
slate quarries, Ogwen Valley, Carneddau and Tremadog.  Most importantly, we managed to 
find a way to meet up and enjoy climbing again. Hopefully, next year we will be able to return 
to Wales together with our French guests from Marseille.  

The meet was attended by: Rafal Malczyk and Ian Bryant (organisers), Kat Smith, Cat 
Hendrie, Max Streeton, Tom Bell, Kimball Morrison, Kyle Scott, Kieran Cheer, Neil Atkinson, 
Nick Simons, Nick Smith, Nigel Buckley, Nigel Bassam, Richard Nadin, Paul Winder and 
Rob Collister. 

!  

Nick Simons on the Main Wall (HS, 4b). 

!  

Cat Hendrie leading Marble Wall. 



!     

Kat Smith on Stroll On (E3, 6a 



Rafal Malczyk leading Combat Rock (E1, 5a), Ian Bryant leading Purple Haze (E3, 5b), Max 
Streeton belaying at slate quarry 



 
Nigel Bassam belaying in Ogwen Valley.


