
	
The	Glen	E)ve	Hills	viewed	from	Beinn	an	Dothaidh	–	Ben	Starav	to	Stob	Ghabhar.	Photo	Roger	Evere?	
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AAer	the	poor	condi)ons	of	2017,	I	made	a	
predic)on	 in	 the	 meet	 report	 that	 it	 was	
certain	 that	we	would	 have	more	 snow	 in	
2018.	 And	 wow,	 did	 we	 have	 snow!	 Not	
only	 snow,	 but	 the	 whole	 mountain	 was	
white,	 and	 not	 just	white,	 it	was	white	 of	
the	 perfect	 névé	 variety.	 Given	 also	 ice	 a-
plenty	 in	 all	 the	 right	 places,	 light	 winds,	
sunshine,	 and	 a	 helpful	 freezing	 level,	 we	
were	 indeed	excep)onally	 lucky.	A	 total	of	
27	people	made	it	to	the	meet	 in	the	ever	
more	comfortable	Corran	Bunkhouse		

Robbie	 Pineda	 on	 Comb	 Gully,	 Ben	 Nevis.	
Photo	Phil	Children.	

(there	 was	 an	 overflow	 of	 two	 at	 the	
nearby	 Inchree).	 As	 usual,	 some	 travelled	
impressive	 distances	 while	 others	 had	
enjoyed	 days	 in	 the	Highlands	 beforehand	
or	were	based	more	locally.	There	was	also	
a	 healthy	 mix	 of	 meet	 regulars	 and	 new	
faces.	 The	 excellent	 condi)ons	 allowed	 a	
wide	 choice	 of	 venues,	 with	 teams	 on	
Saturday	 on	 the	 big	 bad	 Ben	 (Comb	Gully	
and	 an	 improvised	 Garadh/Broad/	
Raeburn’s	 combina)on),	 Stob	 Coire	 nam	
Beith	 (Arch	 Gully,	 North-West	 Gully,	
Summit	Gully	varia)ons,		

CleaAweave),	 Stob	 Coire	 nan	 Lochan	
(Twis)ng	 Gully,	 SC	 Gully),	 Beinn	 Udlaidh	
(Sunshine	 Gully	 and	 others)	 and	 some	
exploratory	 mountaineering	 around	 the	
quiet	corners	of	Sgor	na	h-Ulaidh.	

Looking	 down	 Salamander	 Gully,	 Creag	
Coire	 an	 Dothaidh.	 Climber	 Roger	 Evere?,	
Photo	John	da	Silva	

Many	 joined	 together	 for	 a	 pub	 meal	 on	
Saturday	 night,	 but	 re)ring	 early	was	well	
advised	 as	 the	 omens	 were	 good	 for	 the	
Sunday	 too.	 More	 classics	 were	 climbed:	
Crowberry	Gully	(Buachaille	E)ve	Mor),	the	
Aonach	 Eagach,	 LeA	 Twin	 (Aonach	 Mor),	
Salamander	 Gully	 (Creag	 Coire	 an	
Dothaidh),	 Stairway	 to	 Heaven	 (Beinn	 an	
Dothaidh),	 Sron	 na	 Lairg	 (Stob	 Coire	
Sgreamhach),	Quartzvein	Scoop	and	others	
(Beinn	Udlaidh).		

Others	 just	enjoyed	what	turned	out	to	be	
a	 splendidly	 stunning	day	on	 the	hills.	The	
good	 condi)ons	were	present	both	before	

and	 aAer	 the	 meet,	 so	 those	 who	 came	
early	 or	 stayed	 later	 enjoyed	 other	 classic	
ascents,	and	one	team	even	stopped	off	for	
some	cragging	on	the	way	up.	

All	 in	 all	 a	 highly	 successful	 and	 convivial	
meet.	 I	 have	booked	 the	 same	bunkhouse	
for	next	year	(nights	of	1st/2nd	March;	book	
early	 to	 avoid	 disappointment),	 and	 I	 am	
under	strict	 instruc)ons	 to	arrange	 for	 the	
same	weather	and	condi)ons.		
																		
Let’s	 hope	 for	 the	 best,	 but	 I’ll	 make	
another	predic)on	–	it	can’t	be	be?er	than	
this	year!	

Roger	Evere?	

	
Ben	 Nevis	 summit	 plateau,	 photo	 Phil	
Children	

A?endees:	Roger	Evere?,	Dairena	Gaffney,	
Michael	 de	 la	 Rue,	 Melanie	 Windridge,	
Dave	Broadhead,	Kate	Ross,	Keith	Lambley,	
Nick	Smith,	Callum	McCue,	Charles	Stupart,	
Susan	 Marvell,	 Rafal	 Malczyk,	 Robbie	
Pineda,	 Philip	 Children,	 Dave	 Payne,	 Colin	
Scotchford,	 Paul	 McWhinney,	 Tony	
Westco?,	Margaret	Graham,	Nigel	Bassam,	
Mike	 Dunn,	 Tina	 Westco?,	 John	 Higham,	
Andrew	Moore,	John	da	Silva,	Tom	Ogg,	
Phil	Lee	
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