
AC TATRA MEET 2020 – REPORT 

(MORSKIE OKO 03-11.10.2020) 

 

 Organising a club meet during pandemic is not easy, that’s for sure. However, after so 

many club events being cancelled this year, I decided that I will do my best and try to get at 

least a few members of the Alpine Club to climb Tatra’s granite.  

From the beginning things were not as straightforward as in previous years. On one 

hand, not many members were ready to commit to the trip not knowing whether it will 

actually happen. On the other hand, hut 

guardian was asking for deposit and 

confirmation if we are coming. Luckily, 

at that point I got support from Nick 

Smith (as always) and Trevor Campbell 

Davis. To both I have to say big THANK 

YOU! 

In mid-September situation 

with Coronavirus wasn’t looking too 

bad so I flew to Poland where I was 

waiting for the rest of the team.  

Unfortunately, just a couple of days 

before our meet, the area of the Tatra 

Mountains became Covid red zone. To 

make it even worse, Poland was 

removed from the UK’s quarantine 

exempt list. Rick, Tim and Geoff had to 

resign. Understandably, not everyone 

can spend 2 weeks in quarantine after 

climbing trip. Few hours later I got a 

phone call from Max who also decided 

to bail out. At that point I thought that 

it’s all over. Max never bails out from 

climbing trips and if he does, I thought, 

most probably nobody will come. So I went for a little walk in the forest near my parent’s 

house to contemplate my defeat. However, while I was walking, I got another phone call. This 

time it was Adam Kassyk. To my surprise, Adam was still keen to come and asked whether it’s 

still OK. Of course, it was. My enthusiasm came back immediately. 

The following day, early morning, I jumped on the train for a 7-hour journey from 

Bydgoszcz to Krakow, where I was meant to meet with Adam. We didn’t know each other 

before the trip so having a couple of beers in one of the pubs in Krakow seemed to be an 

obvious way to spend the evening.  

Early start in the valleys called Dolina za Mnichem. 



Sunday morning we took an early bus to Zakopane and then a local mini-bus to 

Palenica Bialczanska. From there we started our 2-hour walk to the hut. We arrived to Morskie 

Oko on Sunday afternoon, exactly when the crowd of “weekend” tourists was walking back 

to Zakopane. The hut became very quiet with just a few mountaineers apart from us. We 

spent the rest of the day studying maps and guidebooks and discussing our objectives for the 

next days. 

 

Adam Kassyk at the summit of Mnich (2067m). 

Our first objective, was to climb one of the multi-pitch routes on Mnich - fairly small 

but very prominent rock feature that looks a little bit like Grand Capucin near Chamonix. 

Unfortunately, due to rather average weather (drizzle) we only managed to climb the classic 

route. It’s only about HS but I must say it was really good to be there and climb. On our way 

back we got caught by thunderstorm and got to the hut totally wet. Luckily, weather forecast 

for Tuesday was really good so we agreed to aim for something slightly more ambitious… 



 

Gran Mieguszy - west part towards Cubryna. 

 Our decision was to traverse the ridge of 

Mieguszowieckie Szczyty – big mountain with 

three summits that stands right in front of the 

Morskie Oko hut. The route we chose, 

although not very technical (around AD+), is 

long, exposed and requires over 1100m 

altitude gain from the hut. It is also 

considered to be one of the best ridge climbs 

in the Tatras.  

 On Tuesday, we woke up early and left 

the hut at 6.00 am. First, we walked around 

Morskie Oko Lake than up towards Czarny 

Staw (another lake) where we took a steep 

but very well marked path to the col called 

Mieguszowiecka Przelecz pod Chlopkiem 

(2307m). From there the proper climb starts. 

Adam lead first. Having no issues with route 

finding, we got to the first summit – Posredni 

Mieguszowiecki Szczyt (2393 m). From here 

we followed the sharp and exposed ridge, 

passing several pinnacles and abseils, until we 

got to another col, just below the main 

summit buttress. There were several options 

to climb it. We chose the variant called 

Matin’s chimney – 3 pitch grade IV (perhaps 
Adam Kassyk leading the crux pitch Gran 
Mieguszy. 



HS) which we could do in our 

approach shoes. After about 

half an hour we were at the 

main summit of 

Mieguszowiecki Szczyt 

Wielki (2438m). The weather 

was perfect and the view 

over the Tatra’s just couldn’t 

be better. There is a tradition 

that everyone who climbs 

this mountain puts his name, 

date of the ascent and 

comments in the notebook 

kept in a metal box at the 

summit. Of course, we 

followed this tradition too. 

After a little break for lunch, 

we continued to follow the 

ridge, down towards the 

west from the summit. 

Having passed another few 

pinnacles and abseil points, 

we got to another col called 

Hinczowa Przelecz (2328m). 

From there we took a vague 

climbers path which later 

joined the main tourist path 

taking us back to the hut. We 

got back to the hut after 6.00 pm, just on time for dinner. In my opinion this was the highlight 

of the trip. Long day out on a mountain, quality climbing, great company, fantastic views and 

finally, well deserved beer in the hut! 

 After our “big” day we decided to have a rest day on Wednesday. Unfortunately, the 

weather got significantly worse for the rest of the week. The first snow came very early this 

year, forcing us to change our objectives for remaining days. Luckily, my climbing partner 

being based in Edinburgh, was well used to “less ideal” weather conditions. In fact, for Adam 

the weather was still perfectly fine… Over the last couple of days we managed to climb one 

more interesting ridge – Ciemnosmreczynska Gran. Graded as III in the Tatra scale (perhaps 

alpine PD) was a perfect choice for the final climbing day. The views were superb again so we 

spent about one hour at the summit before heading back down to Morskie Oko. 

 To sum up, two of us had a really good week climbing in the Tatra Mountains. I have 

no doubt that traverse of Mieguszowieckie Szczyty was worth all the effort and stress related 

to going aroud all restrictions. It was a very big shame that Covid stopped few of my coleagues 

from coming this year. Of course, the mountains will be still there next year, let’s just hope 

Summit buttress of the Mieguszowiecki Szczyt Wielki (2438m). 



that Covid will be just a memory by that 

time☺. Now, I have even more interesting 

ideas for the next meet which I hope to 

organise in September 2021 so keep an eye 

on the Alpine Club’s events calendar!  

 

View from Ciemnosmreczynska Gran towards 
the valley in Slovakia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peaks around Morskie Oko – Rysy and Mieguszowieckie Szczyty. 


