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The vision of the Women Rise Up was not only to celebrate the past achievements of Lucy Walker 
and Meta Brevoort 150 years ago, but to create a women-only space for female mountaineers to 
meet, climb and connect with each other.  It was an opportunity to reflect on the legacy these pi-
oneers left in paving the way for women of today and on what the legacy could, or should, be for 
future generations.


The meet took many months of preparation by a small group of AC members, evolving as plans 
progressed. Over 200 women from within and without the AC applied, and 30 who held the re-
quisite level of mountaineering experience deemed necessary to climb the Matterhorn, Dent 
Blanche, Weisshorn and Bietschhorn were selected. Inevitably with the uncertainties of Covid 19 
half of the women withdrew citing Covid concerns. Nevertheless, 16 women from six nations 
(seven of whom were AC members - four full and three aspirant) gathered at the Randa campsite 
for a fortnight of climbing in the Zermatt and Saas valleys.


The first week was intended for acclimatisation and getting to know each other, and although 
several attendees lived in Switzerland or Chamonix and were already acclimated, very few women 
had met and none had climbed together before the meet. Parties, usually of three or four, walked 
to huts  such as the Europa, the Dom, the Wiwanni, the Tasch and the Weisshorn for a warm up; 
several embarked on an ascent of Pollux and a traverse of the central and western summits of the 
Breithorn; a number of parties enjoyed the magnificent rock of the Dri Horlini ridge, picking off a 
few rock routes on the way; climbing on the Riffelhorn provided a day out and was declared ‘al-
most worth the cost’; the Hohlaubgrat route on the Allalinhorn was achieved from the Britannia 
hut; the south west ridge of the Lagginhorn was completed, as was the Zinal Röthorn. In terms of 
achieving the historical objectives, four women (2 pairs on different days) climbed the Weisshorn 
and (a few days after the meet officially ended) three climbed the Dent Blanche. The Matterhorn 
traverse was considered to be logistically difficult and over committing due to the snow falls high 
up, although two attempted the Hörnli ridge only to retreat due to the sketchiness of the rock. 
There were no takers for the Bietschhorn, the mountain that dominates the beautiful Loetschental 
valley. An incident with four of the women on the Rotgrat to the Alphubel half way through the 
meet created a short hiatus in the proceedings, but all was well and the meet ended with swim-
ming at the beach bar, climbing at the local crags and exploring downtown Zermatt. One women 
even managed to fit in a day paragliding and another several ‘sky runs’. A small group gathered in 
Zermatt one morning for the Art Valais project  - with an interview by Canal 9 TV - which was cel-
ebrating the works of graffiti artist Jasm One who painted the picture of Lucy Walker on the walls 
of the Gornegrat Hotel.


‘I was amazed at how easy and natural it was to form new climbing partnerships with women I’d 
only just met. After only a few days it felt like we’d known each other forever. I’d hoped to meet 
more like minded women keen for Alpine adventures, and that’s exactly what happened. I have no 
doubt this was the start of something bigger for many of us, and hopefully we’ll make more great 
memories in the mountains together in the future!’ Ronnie

“I feel fortunate to have met so many other women who are equally motivated for getting out into 
the alpine with other women! That, and testing my own comfort and abilities in the mountains, were 
real drivers for me with the WRU and I absolutely left the meet with much more than I could have 
hoped for”.  Moran

“As we descended from the Lagginhorn at dusk, I felt so grateful for my time spent in the Valais. 
Racing down to the hut, stopping briefly to admire the peaks and ridges tinged in golden light, I 
felt jubilant; we were going to make it in time for the hut dinner, well sort of. It had been a physic-
ally and emotionally demanding trip but I was really happy to have challenged myself, learnt a lot 
and climbed with some super cool women”.  Clare
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“Having more or less convinced myself that the meet was not going to happen, the whole trip feels 
a little surreal now, as if there was a lucky confluence of a whole collection of different factors that 
somehow made it possible. I think one of the nicest things…was what a wonderful group of women 
came together and my most vivid memories are of laughter - from the time when I got my heel 
stuck while abseiling on Dri Horlini and Ronnie and I laughed so much that I was unable to extric-
ate myself from my predicament until we could stifle our giggles, the sheer joy of Agnes and Ola on 
discovering that they could complete their post-Weisshorn rest-day with kebabs, Ronnie's swift 
disposal of my chocolate pudding as well as her own at the hut, the weirdness of a karabiner irre-
vocably attached to an ice axe miraculously detaching itself overnight, all the gourmet cooking, and 
our absolute determination to be on time for hut dinner, despite still being several hundred metres 
above it at the time. And that says nothing at all about the climbing, the sheer beauty of the moun-
tains at dawn, the joy of moving over rock in such a spectacular landscape with Brocken spectres 
constantly emerging below the ridge. Nor does it address the fact that I was amazed how many 
people from many different countries noticed us climbing as all-female teams and asked about it, 
celebrated it, and were keen to participate in such a meet in the future. My fingers have just about 
stopped tingling now, but the memories live on and I hope the friendships will too”. Lina

“I would say that I have come back from the trip so inspired by all the awesome women I met! It 
was amazing to get to spend two weeks getting to know everyone and hopefully most of us will get 
to climb together again at some point soon. Previous trips to the Alps have been great but this is 
the first one where I've come back with so much psyche for specific goals in the coming alpine 
seasons”. Bex

"My personal goal for this meet was less climbing as many 4000m peaks and strolling around the 
paths of Lucie Walker than meeting motivated and interesting women with the same passion for 
mountains, climbing and the outdoors as I have. I must say, I did not get disappointed and the 
WRU fully delivered. I want to say thanks to all the wonderful and amazing women I got to share 
knowledge, experiences, loads of laughs and of course chocolate with”.  Niquita


“These comments  are uncannily close  to those of 150 years ago. The women climbing this sum-
mer not only stood on some of the same summits but they shared in the same emotions. The 
sense of exhilaration, companionship and sheer wonder and joy at what they had achieved ... often 
against the odds …were almost exactly the same as those written by Meta Brevoort, Anna Pigeon, 
Elizabeth Spence Watson, Emily Hornby and others all those years ago. Mountaineering, in some 
ways, is timeless”. Clare Roche, historian and advisor to WRU

Due mainly to the efforts of Nick Hurndall Smith and Clare Roche, Switzerland Tourism in Zermatt 
and in London were incredibly supportive of the venture, organisationally and financially. All the 
women (and some men) were given free train travel within Switzerland, an open VIP lift pass for 
one day in Zermatt and were hosted by Zermatt tourism to a celebratory dinner at the end of the 
meet. This took place in the Pollux hotel where we were guests of the Mayor of Zermatt, the head 
of the SAC Zermatt section, the head of the Zermatt mountain guides and Zermatt Tourism. The 
Pollux hotel has been, and still is, run by the Taugwalder family; Peter Taugwalder was with 
Whymper on the first ascent of the Matterhorn, he also made the first ascent of Pollux. The Alpine 
Club offered two supported places for women who might otherwise not have been able to come 
on the meet.


 

Zermatt connections 

Several visited the English church which is the burial and memorial place for a number of Alpine 
Club luminaries. It brought home the close bonds between the AC and Zermatt, a point that Derek 
Buckle reinforced at the WRU dinner. I was particularly delighted to see the plaque dedicated to 
Cicely Williams as she is one of the women alpinists to be featured in the forthcoming exhibition 
at the AC, Women with Altitude: 100 years of female alpinism in the Pinnacle Club and Alpine 
Club.
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The museum had an exhibition entitled New Perspectives: Women in Zermatt - Yesterday and To-
day. Inspired by the 150th anniversary of Lucy Walkers ascent of the Matterhorn and the 50th an-
niversary of women’s suffrage in Switzerland it purported to ‘examine women’s place in society 
and the relationships between the sexes…question[ing] the social order of the nineteenth century, 
whose influence has endured to this day’.  Although an excellent and interesting museum - as al-
ways - the influence of women ‘from alpine farmer to hotel manager, from tourist to mountaineer’ 
was subtly integrated into the displays and could easily be missed. As one AC member put it ‘very 
Swiss…still not quite brave enough to put women first’.  There was a room set aside for interac-
tive questions and comments, intended to stimulate further thought and discussion; as so often 
happens, these were predominated by contributions from children, presumably because adults no 
longer need to engage in such activities?


Adèle Long


Lina, Laura, Naomi, Jen on their way up the 
Breithorn. Photo: Ronnie Legg

Moran, Bex and Clare on the Lagginhorn

Photo: Moran Ludwig (selfie)
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New sculpture outside the Zermatt museum
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WRU attendees:


AC organising and support:


Adele Long (AC full) Ola Parcinska (AC asp) Niquita Wegmair

Clare Cummings (AC full) Bex Capewell-Salisbury Sofiya Cox

Lili Mulvaney (AC full) Jennifer Louie Ronnie Legg

Françoise Call (AC full) Jessie Leong Agnes Wilkon

Naomi Bourne (AC asp) Lina Arthur

Laura Shaw (AC asp) Moran Ludwig

Nick Hurndall Smith Richard Nadin Sherry Macliver

Clare Roche Victor Saunders Becky Coles

Melanie Windridge Nigel Buckley Derek Buckle

Trevor Campbell-Davis
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