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AC Christmas Card 2019 & 2020 Calendar
This year’s calendar features another stunning 
collection of competition entry photographs from 
our members and is now available for sale from 
the Alpine Club Shop page on our website. The 
price remains the same as previous years at just £12 
each for members (plus p&p). All profits from the 
sale will go to the Alpine Club Library.

Our Christmas card is also now available in packs 
of ten and cost £7.00 (plus p&p). This includes a 
voluntary £1.00 donation to The Glacier Trust.

2020 Calendar cover: Valentine Fabre at dawn on the Cresta 
Signal, the East Ridge of Signalkuppe. Photo: Ben Tibbetts.

Christmas card: Sunrise at Vevey, Lake Geneva, by John Ruskin, (1819 – 
1900). Photo: Alpine Club Collection. 
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In stark contrast to the Club’s climbing activities is the 
controversy surrounding Everest and the conflicted and 
unregulated nature of adventure tourism in the mountains. I was 
bombarded by media requests for an official AC statement over 
the summer and resisted. Yet the AC have an historical duty of 
care to offer the authorities in Nepal support for any measures 
that actively address the key issues. We will be sending a note to 
the NMA and the Minister of Tourism in Nepal with offers to 
support measures of support to improve training and to provide 
better environmental and social conditions such as rates of pay.  
We hope this note will be signed by jointly by the AC, BMC, and 
UIAA, although the RGS have declined to take part. Like climate 
change, Mountain Tourism is a fact, and we can’t sit on our 
hands and do nothing even if the behavioural changes required 
will take years to achieve.
I hope to see many of you at the Shap Wells AGM and Dinner at 
the end of November. Thank you all again for being part of the 
finest mountaineering club in the world. 

John Porter

Message from the Hon. SecMessage from the President

A fascinating and demanding three years as President of the 
Alpine Club is coming to an end. It has been an honour I 

will never forget. I hope I am right in believing that the Club 
has moved forward on several fronts – an increasing number of 
meets, improved communications, younger members joining 
both as aspirants, full and ACG, increased use and better access 
to the collections and a wider range of regional lectures. My 
thanks to everyone on the AC Committee and the myriad of 
volunteers working on these and many other Club activities. 
Special thanks go to our Hon. Secretary Charles Stupart, who 
during his term has sorted out a myriad of complex issues. 
Sherry Macliver has ably assisted Charles and will be taking 
over the role of Hon. Sec in the New Year. Rob Collister is 
finishing his term as Vice President. Rob has set up the Club’s 
Environment Panel, crucial to the Club’s recognition of the issues 
of climate change. Thanks to Adele Long for her excellent work 
on the Newsletter, and to Peter Rowland and John Fairley for 
their service as keepers of the ACL photographs and paintings. 

Due to the production timetable for 
this Newsletter, and the fact that 

many pieces of Club business would 
not be finalised until after it was sent 
to print, what is set out below is simply 
an outline of the work that has been 
going on since the July Newsletter. 
Keep an eye out for further news via 
Alpinet, the Club website and, of 
course, future Newsletters. 

The agenda for the AGM includes a 
proposal for changes to the Committee 
structure and the associated changes 
to the Club’s Rules. You will find this 
as an item on the agenda for the AGM. 
The Club’s Advertising Policy has 
been approved by the Committee and 
will soon be published on the Club’s website. This has been the 
culmination of input from across the Club, incorporating views 
and comments expressed by members over the last few years. 

Work has been on-going since November 2017 to develop the 
Club’s Child Protection Guidelines. After being approved by 
the Committee they will be published on the Club’s website. 
Again, look out for a notification via Alpinet and any associated 
messages. 

The vast majority of what is a very diverse meets program is 
now in place for 2020. 2019 saw the set-up of ‘South East Mini 
Meets’. The plan is that these mini-meets enable members to get 
out and climb with other local members and so provide further 
opportunities for networking and, of course, climbing. There 
have been discussions about extending these to other parts of the 
UK, so watch out for announcements during the New Year. The 
2020 program includes two meets thanks to valued links with 
overseas Clubs. The first of these is to the Ecrins in France with 
CAF-Marseille during February. The second is to the Italian side 
of Monte Rosa during late July with the CAI - ‘Monviso’ Saluzzo 
Section. Further information about how International relations 
have been moving ahead are included in the Newsletter. 

As Honorary Secretary I am simply a representative of the 
membership, so thank you to those that responded to my July 
request for ideas for possible additional Members’ benefits. This 
is still work in progress. We will communicate an update before 
the end of the year. One Member benefit I mentioned in my 
piece in the July Newsletter was Art UK. Progress continues and, 
although not yet live, the cover image of the Grandes Jorasses by 
Compton is one of the digital images from the Club’s painting 
collection that will be uploaded onto the Art UK website. 
Preparations continue to get the other images prepared and 
uploaded. 

Moving forward to December, it will be 3 years since Anna 
Lawford, then AC Honorary Secretary, called me to ask whether 
I would be interested in taking over as Honorary Secretary. Anna 
explained that I should be prepared to commit to the term of 
John’s time as President, 3 years. The hassles and annoyances 
of being Honorary Secretary are only few. The commitment 
is immense, but the gains have far outweighed them all, many 
times over. You meet many really interesting alpinists. You find 
out about so many interesting mountain ranges across the world. 
You see at first hand some amazing alpine heritage. You make 
new friends and contacts across the Club. Oh, and you learn a 
fair bit of mountaineering politics too.

Being Honorary Secretary is more than a one-person role. 
Wherever I have worked, I have been really fortunate to have 

Front Cover: The Grandes Jorasses from the Charmoz
 by E.T. Compton.

President’s Progress

While in Mumbai in July, I stayed with Hon. Member 
Harish Kapadia and agreed AC support, through the 

UIAA, for the 46 strong group of clubs in the Maharashtra 
and the Mountain Institute of Premi. I was the guest of their 
fabulous Festival run by those 46 clubs on a volunteer basis. In 
addition to climbing meets, each club has various conservation, 
environmental and archaeological restoration and community 
project meets. I did a lecture and a number of interviews. 
The main topic was the impact of tourism and the pursuit of 
selfies on adventure and alpinism! Steve Long will visit the 
Premi Mountain Institute next year to audit their training and 
accreditation needs. Plans for an exchange with the Maharashtra 
clubs are being formed. A visit to the Himalayan Club led to 
further discussion of exchanges including rock climbing in the 
Western Gats and the Lakes. 

In September I was Chair of the film jury at the Ulji Mountain 
Film Festival in Korea. In just four years UMFF has become 
one of the largest and most impressive in the world. I found 
myself among climbing friends and filmmakers from around 
the world. Alongside Kurt Diemberger, I was awarded honorary 
membership of the Korean Alpine Book Club. Plans for possible 
joint publishing projects with the KABC are being discussed. On 
my last day in Korea, I was hosted by the Corean Alpine Club at 

their headquarters in the mountains near Seoul. I was made an 
honourary member and over dinner we made plans for winter 
ice climbing exchanges in alternative years, hopefully starting in 
2020. I managed to escape the Karaoke in time to catch my flight 
home. 

Climbers from Maharashtra and the CAC will both be invited to 
the Scottish winter meet in February hosted by Mountaineering 
Scotland and supported by the AC, SMC and BMC. I am always 
amazed how welcoming all alpine countries are to members of 
the Alpine Club. The Club’s history often seems better known 
outside the UK then it is at home!              John Porter

excellent teams to work with and no 
more so than at the Alpine Club with 
Sherry and Stephen – my other halves 
(three was never a crowd). Amongst 
other things Stephen would always 
make sure there was blue milk in 
the fridge at Charlotte Road for my 
coffee and porridge. Sherry would 
correct my dreadful grammar and 
get me safely back across London to 
Kings Cross. Thank you both very 
much. Being Honorary Secretary for 
me had the added benefit of access 
to a personal research librarian in 
Nigel, our excellent Club Librarian. 
The Club’s library is stuffed full of 
information – use it. Often after 
everyone had left Charlotte Road, I 

would ply through bits of research, reading material to add to 
my “mountaineering projects” file, much of it sourced by Nigel. 
Once again thank you and thank you also to the many volunteers 
who have inputted to Club matters carried out by the Honorary 
Secretary Team. 

However, it is time to pass on the keys to the Hon. Secretary’s 
pad on the 1st floor at Charlotte Road and pass on the perks 
of the role. I appreciate that there was a wish that I would 
carry on for a 4th year and so provide some continuity for the 
incoming President, someone called Victor Saunders. But it 
is time to commit to issues closer to home in Scotland and in 
time rediscover the world of mountains. But who is this elusive 
guy Saunders? Is he that guy called Anthony, or Tony or indeed 
someone called Slip Vic? Is he the one that was the leader of 
that expedition to Bojohagur in 1984 and all those expedition 
antics? Surely he is not the person accused by Dave Wilkinson of 
a terrible crime on a glacier, of all places, in 1985, and mentioned 
in the opening paragraph of the article Siachen Sojourn in 
Mountain magazine No. 107, of nicking snow: “Saunders have 
you stolen my snow briquette?” Is he really that architect who 
drove from London to Scotland all those times during that 
magic winter of ’86? Jings, is he the one who in ’87 climbed that 
most amazing line on Spantak, while wearing plastic bags! Help 
ma boab, it really is him. But seriously, to close, over the last 
3 years I’ve received e-mails from Victor concerning work for 
the Property Sub-Committee, other Club business and the odd 
apology for non-attendance from Punta Arenas, some outpost 
in the Yukon, Everest base camp and K2 basecamp to name just 
a few. It is my very big loss to not manage a 4th year. I wish you 
well and I’m there to support if needed. 

This November 2019 issue of the Newsletter has been produced 
with the assistance of Bernard Newman. Thanks to everyone 
who sent material and helped with sourcing pictures and sorry 
to those who sent material that we had to leave out this time. As 
ever, if you have any articles for future articles then send them to 
newsletter@alpine-club.org.uk

Lastly a massive thanks to John. To work with him has been 
an immense privilege in so many ways, not least to work with 
someone at the centre of so much to do with alpinism. So that’s 
it, other than to ask you to think about volunteering as it can be 
so rewarding. I enjoyed it immensely. I’m gone. Many thanks.

Charles Stupart

With Christine Pae of the UIAA Management Committee. 

Above: Chandrashekhar Vaze, President, Maharashtra Seva Sangh 
welcomes AC President John Porter to the Mumbai Festival.  
Below: Welcome by the Officers of CAC to their HQ.
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2020 Alpine Club Meets
The programme is close to 
completion, although a number 
of UK based meets are still being 
finalised. These include plans for the 
August 2020 camping weekend that 
will be based in Yorkshire. Likewise, 
the weekend camping meet to 
Swanage is still being finalised. 
Other weekend meets may be added 
for North Wales and of course the 
UK Introductory Meet.

During 2019 a series of mini-meets 
was started. These were held at 
various Southern Sandstone venues. 
The plan is again to run a mini 
meets programme based around 
Southern Sandstone during 2020. 
There is also talk about extending 
this to other parts of the UK during 
2020. 

Further details and information 
on the meets detailed below and 
meets still to be finalised will be 
communicated via Alpinet and of 
course on the Club’s Website. 

Nicholas Smith

L’ArgeNtière-LA-BeSSée, 
FrANCe 

1st - 8th February 2020

Organiser: - Nicholas Smith

The 9th Annual Joint AC/CAF 
Marseille section meet to the 
Hautes-Alpes in the south eastern 
Alps. We will be joined by keen and 
well - informed French climbers so 
just bring ice axes, crampons and 
enthusiasm! There are only 8-10 
places so, if you want to go, contact 
the organiser a.s.a.p.

LAkeS WiNter Meet 
george StArkey Hut 
21st - 23rd February 2020

Organisers: - Mark Stitson & Ron 
Kenyon

Chasing the extremely ephemeral. 
Cannot be any less snow and ice 
than during 2019, so maybe 2020 is 
the year!

SCottiSH WiNter Meet 
CorrAN BuNkHouSe 

29th February - 1st March 2020

29th February to 1st March: - 
Scottish Winter Meet, Corran 
Bunkhouse, Lochaber

Organiser: - Roger Everett

This popular winter climbing 
weekend will again be based at 
the excellent Corran bunkhouse, 
which is within easy reach of the 
major climbing centres in Glen 
Coe, Ben Nevis, Aonach Mor and 
Creag Meagaidh. Excellent ski 
mountaineering options are also 
available in the area. If there is 
sufficient interest, it should be 
possible to extend the meet and/or 
to book places for nights preceding 
the Friday, to offer extra value for 
those travelling long distances. 
An excellent opportunity to test 
your navigation skills, avalanche 
awareness skills and all your goretex 
gear! 

Please contact the organiser for 
further details and a summary of the 
requirements for the meet. 

tAtrA WiNter Meet 
SLovAkiA 

7th March - 14th March

Organiser: - Michael de la Rue

Tatra Winter Climbing meet. The 
Slovak Tatras form the southern 
part of the Range between Slovakia 
and Poland. We will be based at 
the Chata pri Zelenom plese (The 
Hut by the Green Tarn) a hut near 
the eastern end of the Tatras. The 
hut is quite isolated with a walk-in, 
although connections can be made 
with skis or determination to other 
local huts. There is no problem with 
acclimatisation or glaciation as the 
altitude is 2000 – 2600m, though 
snow conditions may require care. 
There are many routes that can be 
done in one day though multi-day 
routes are also available. 

The hut stands directly opposite 
the greatest face of the Tatras - the 
900m North Face of Kiezmarski’s 

Lower Summit (sk: Mały Kiezmarski 
Szczyt). The location has plenty of 
easier alpine routes as well as being 
a good base for ice climbing, mixed 
climbing, walking and ski touring. 

Number of participants: 15

CHAMoNix 
20th March - 29th March 2020

Organiser: - Tom Bell 

Our plan is we will be based at a 
convenient pension in the Chamonix 
valley, but plan to be mountain 
based for the vast majority of the 
week. Using skis and the mountain 
huts and winter rooms for access to 
winter mountaineering objectives 
and mountain rock routes, the aim 
is to stay up high for as much of the 
week as possible. You need to have 
some prior ski touring experience 
including glacier travel to apply 
for this trip. The specific plan will 
be weather dependent to keep 
options open. If you are interested 
or have any questions contact Tom 
Bell on ide7tdb@hotmail.com or 
07970749329 for more details. 
Please mention the Chamonix ski 
mountaineering trip in your subject 
line so I can find it if it goes to junk 
mail.

SCottiSH iSLANdS 
14th - 25th May 2020

Organiser: - Nicholas Smith

A chance to visit the Cuillin of 
both Skye and Rum, with an initial 
weekend in Glen Coe. This meet 
aims to take advantage of the UK’s 
most mountainous terrain with 
scrambling and rock climbing of all 
grades.

uk ALPiNe iNtroduCtory 
Meet - LAke diStriCt 

30th - 31st May 2020

Organiser: - John da Silva & Nigel 
Buckley 

Meeting on the Friday evening at 
the hut, this is a skills transfer meet, 
based at the George Starkey Hut, 

Patterdale, in the Lake District over 
the Saturday and Sunday. The focus 
will be on transferring techniques 
to Aspirant Members who wish to 
improve their alpine skills, and to 
Full Members in need of a refresher 
after a break from alpine climbing. 
Informal guidance will be provided 
from more experienced members 
within the club, such as Nick Kekus, 
Sandy Allan, Victor Saunders and 
Rob Collister (the team will be 
confirmed nearer the time). Topics 
will range from what to put into 
your rucksack to some basic Alpine 
mountaineering skills. You will be 
responsible for your own transport 
but lift shares / pick-ups may be able 
to be arranged closer to the time. 
There will be a charge for this meet. 
More details in due course. 

oBerLANd ANd vALAiS 
27th June - 11th July 2020

Organiser: - Stephen Gibbons

A two-week early-season meet 
for full members, and competent 
independent aspirant members 
looking to gain more experience. 
It is aimed at those wanting to 
complete routes at up to AD 
standard, but all are more than 
welcome.

The meet will aim to combine two 
locations, either side of the Rhone 
Valley: the Oberaletsch area in the 
south of the Bernese Oberland, 
then the Zermatt area with many 
potential 4000m objectives. 
Beginning in Brig on Saturday 27th 
June, 2020, and likely moving to 
Randa in the Mattertal on Saturday 
4th July.

LA BerArde, eCriNS
4th July - 25th July 2020

Organiser: Paul McWhinney

The joint summer camping meet 
based at La Bérarde, situated at 
1700m at the road head in the 
Venon Valley. La Bérarde is the 
centre of activity for the north 
sector of the Écrins Massif. Whether 
as a departure point for numerous 
mountaineering routes in the Massif 
or long multi-pitch rock routes in 
the valley, or both, it provides plenty 
of opportunity in what is a very 
sunny part of the southern Alps 
based at a lovely village.

MoNte roSA, itALy 
25th July - 1st August 2020

Organisers: - Adele Long, Malcolm 
Townsley & Nicholas Smith

Building on the relationship 
developed during 2019 this is a 
joint AC/CAI Saluzzo Meet to the 
southern side of Monte Rosa. It 
will make an ideal add-on to the 
summer meet in La Berade, a mere 5 
hour drive (or train) journey.

SAAS ASPirANt Meet, 
vALAiS 

29th Aug. - 13th Sept. 2020

Organiser: - Nicholas Smith 

This will be the 7th AC Saas 
Aspirants meet. Based in the Saas 
Valley, at Hotel Schönblick and 
the campsite opposite, this meet 
is aimed primarily at Aspirant 
members in their 1st or 2nd Alpine 
season. 

The meet has 18 places, and starts 
with two days spent developing 
alpine techniques with three 
mountain guides, including crevasse 
rescue and moving together, led by 
AC member Owen Samuel. 

 The Saas valley is flanked by 
numerous 4000m peaks with 
dozens of mixed climbs in the lower 
grades, and is blessed with excellent 
transport links.

LAkeS AutuMN Meet, 
george StArkey Hut 
18th - 20th September 2020

Organiser: - Dave Broadhead

The opportunity for autumnal rock 
climbing or walking in the Lakes.

tAtrA - PoLANd
20th - 4th october 2020

Organiser: - Rafal Malczyk

After several successful winter trips 
to the Tatra Mountains, the plan this 
time is to visit during the autumn. 
The main objective of the meet will 
be multi-pitch rock climbing in two 
different valleys. 

September is a great time to visit 
the Tatras. On one hand, it is 
usually pleasantly warm and on the 
other hand, it is not as crowded as 
during the summer. Rock climbing 
here is predominantly multi-

pitch on superb granite. Routes 
are often long and have a very 
mountaineering character, often 
giving the possibility to finish your 
climb on airy summits. Some routes 
are bolted but most of the time it 
is necessary to take at least a small 
rack. Descents are often tricky and 
may require multiple abseils or 
down-climbing. Weather can also 
change unexpectedly, giving a good 
test of climbers’ endurance and 
navigation skills…

Mountain huts are comfortable, 
even comparing to alpine standards 
and offer traditional polish food and 
drinks.

ANti AtLAS, MoroCCo
24th - 31st october 2020

Organiser: - Max Streeton

Provisional dates for this very 
popular meet so look out for further 
information regarding the final 
dates. The plan will be to re-run 
this successful meet and return to 
the Anti Atlas of Morocco for more 
fantastic trad climbing. The area 
provides both cragging venues and 
long mountain routes. 

new members

Deaths

Full Proposed by
Gavin Pearson R Nadin & C Evans
George Taylor R Nadin & R Wilkins
Tomasz Smith R Nadin & M Stitson
Killian Buckley T Livingstone 
 & R Nadin
Joe Robertson R Nadin
Guy Widdowson J Fotheringham 
 & R Nadin

Aspirant
Chris Lewis R Nadin
Anna Vojnits R Nadin
Michael Fraser N Smith
Kyle Scott R Nadin
Gordon Murphy R Nadin
Bernadette Cook N Smith
Rob Maloney I Bisset

The Alpine Club is pleased to welcome 
the following Members:

The Club regrets to announce the deaths 
of the following Members: Al Alvarez, 
Robin Richards, Ernst Sondheimer. Full 
obituaries will be published in the Journal.



6 7

in 1986. He has been back exploring the 
regions surrounding the peak several times 
since 1986. He got within a stone’s throw in 
1989, and he trekked to his old base camp 
with a group of hardy adventurers in 1998, 
exiting through Lunana. Then in 2014, 
2015, and 2016, Steve went exploring the 
southern and eastern approaches. On these 
occasions he found strange tracks indicating 
the presence of a bipedal creature living in 
the high mountains. In 2017 Steve went 
back yet again but this time with a film crew 
to produce a fascinating documentary film 
for the Animal Planet channel. Steve will 
show this film and explain why he thinks the 
Yeti really does exist !!

LAKE DISTRICT
Greta Suite, Skiddaw Hotel, CA12 5BL

Doors open at 7.00pm
Lectures start at 7.30pm

Contact: anna@lawfordpaye.net 

Wednesday 13 November 2019: tom 
Livingstone

Tom’s passion for trad, winter and alpine 
climbing leads him to big and inspiring 
mountain routes around the world, whilst 
still heading for UK sea cliffs and Scottish 
winter climbing in between. He’s established 
first ascents in Alaska and the Himalaya. 
Many will have heard of his second ascent 
of Latok 1 (7145m) in the Karakoram in 
August 2018, the first ascent from the 
north side, with Aleš Cesen and Luka 
Stražar, via 3/4 of the coveted ‘impossible 
ridge’, widely recognised as one of the 
last major unclimbed lines in high-altitude 
mountaineering.

tuesday 03 december 2019: Mick Fowler 
- No easy Way

‘No Easy Way - the challenging life of the 
climbing taxman’ is Mick’s third book, 
featuring award winning Himalayan climbs, 
extreme dog walking, work-life balance 
challenges. . . and much more.

tuesday 21st January 2020: Jim gregson

The Rapidly Changing Arctic, followed 
by a discussion on Climate Change with 
Steve Goodwin and Jim Gregson. This is 
a double bill with Jim Gregson presenting 
his slideshow of numerous expeditions to 
Greenland 1991-2018, including his latest 
to North Liverpool Land in 2018, which 
highlights changes to the Arctic as a result 
of climate change, followed by a discussion 
on the effect of climate change in mountain 
regions, and initiatives being considered by 
the AC’s new Green Group, the Environment 
and Sustainability Panel.

By the time you are reading this many of the 
lecture programs will have already started 
with their initial lecture for the season, 
although those in London will have been 
enjoying lectures for a number of weeks 
already. This autumn saw the start of a 
lecture program in North Wales. These will 
mainly take place at the Caban, Bryn Refail, 
although please note the different location 
and arrangements for the Mick Fowler 
lecture. The Lakes program enters its second 
season with another full program. Thanks 
to both Rob and Anna for their work here. 
Unfortunately, at the time of the Newsletter 
going into production we had no details of 
the South West program. 

So hopefully a good number of you will 
be able to get to your local lecture and 
meet other members and in the process of 
enjoying socialising, maybe make some new 
plans, exchange some information or discuss 
the latest issue regarding the mountain 
environment, or whatever.

LONDON
55 Charlotte Road, EC2A 3QF

Lectures start at 7.30pm
Contact: derek@derekbucklefamily.com

tuesday 12 November 2019:  
Michael gill: edmond Hillary

As a climber, writer, photographer and 
doctor, Michael Gill became a close friend 
of Hillary and was invited on most of 
his expeditions up to 1977. Having this 
background, and with access to the vast 
Hillary archive and private correspondence, 
he was able to compile a unique account 
of Hillary’s life in his newly released book: 
Edmond Hillary - A Biography. In this talk he 
will present his personal perspective on this 
extraordinary man.

tuesday 26 November 2019: Steve Berry 
- the Lost Land of the yeti

Gangkar Punsum at 7,550m is the highest 
mountain in Bhutan and also happens to be 
the highest unclimbed peak in the world. It 
sits astride Bhutan’s northern border with 
Tibet and the mountain and surrounding 
region has received very few visitors. There 
have been very few attempts to climb 
Gangkar Punsum, none successful. In 1986 
Steve Berry, was lucky enough to secure a 
permission to attempt the mountain by its 
south west ridge reaching approximately 
6860m before bad weather dashed hopes 
of the summit. In recent years, following 
protests from local people in Lunana, the 
Royal Government of Bhutan has closed 
all its major peaks to mountaineers, which 
means that the last expedition to attempt 
Gangkar Punsum was Steve’s own team 

InternatIonal relatIons

2020 Alpine Club Regional Lectures
tuesday 18th February 2020: Julian 
Freeman-Attwood

Lecture details tbc

tuesday 17th March 2020: John Porter

the Beauty of risk

NORTH WALES
Caban, Bryn Refail

(except Mick Fowler lecture - see below)
Lectures start at 7.30pm

(except Mick Fowler lecture - see below)
Contact: robcollister@outlook.com

Saturday 02 November 2019: James 
McHaffie 

New Routes and Big Walls at home and 
abroad. Climbs on El Capitan, Longhope 
Direct and more.

thursday 14 November 2019: Ben 
tibbetts - Alpenglow

The remarkable story of climbing, skiing and 
photographing the 4000m peaks of the Alps 
for his acclaimed new book.

Saturday 07 december 2019: John Porter 
- A Brief golden Light

Tales of climbing with the generation that 
nearly climbed itself into extinction (Alex 
Macintyre, Al Rouse, Pete Boardman, Joe 
Tasker…)

Saturday 04 January 2020: Mick Fowler - 
No easy Way 

The challenges of finding a work/life 
balance, extreme dog-walking and Piolet 
d’Or Himalayan climbs.

Siabod Café, Capel Curig - 8pm Booking 
essential through paul.hodges@hotmail.com 
or phone the café on 01690 720429

Saturday 1st February: Liz Fowler - New 
routes in Morocco 

An accidental E7 and discovering 
headpointing ‘almost by mistake’ - the 
experiences of a non-wad. ‘It felt like all the 
climbing I’d ever done was just to prepare 
for this’.

Saturday 7th March: emily Ward

Adventure and Misadventure in the Big 
Hills - Climbing in the Himalaya, Pamirs and 
Tien Shan. ‘If expedition climbing was easy 
everyone would be doing it...’

EDINBURGH
Quaker Meeting House

7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2JL
Lectures start at 7.30pm

Contact: timmyelson@hotmail.com 
& zoeflow@hotmail.com

The pre-lecture tradition of entertaining 
the speaker before the talks continues this 
season. If you would like to join the guest 
and those from the Alpine Club, Edinburgh 
Section of the Junior Mountaineering Club 
of Scotland or the Scottish Mountaineering 
Club before-hand, for a meal then please 
contact Tim or Zoe before-hand to book a 
place. Howie’s Restaurant a few doors away 
from the QMH is the usual preferred venue.

tuesday 12th November: Jasmin Paris 
three rounds, two ultras, one Baby - 
mountain running in the uk and Alps. 

Jasmin holds the women’s records for the 
UK’s three premier 24-hour mountain 
running challenges - the Bob Graham Round 
in England’s Lake District, Scotland’s Ramsay 
Round and the Paddy Buckley Round in 
Wales. And on 17 January this year she 
crossed the finish line of the daunting Spine 
Race in a record 83 hours, 12 minutes and 
23 seconds becoming the first woman 
to win it, smashing the course record by 
12 hours and finishing 10 miles ahead of 
the next competitor! The gruelling route 
sees competitors run the full Pennine Way 
carrying their own kit throughout, and 
takes in the Peak District, the Yorkshire 
Dales and the North Pennines before 
runners cross Hadrian’s Wall and head into 
Northumberland’s Cheviot Hills. During the 

four-day ordeal, she had just over seven 
hours of rest time, during which she had to 
eat, sleep, deal with kit - and also breastfeed 
her daughter! 

This alternative use for the hills should form 
a wonderful talk and I hope we will have a 
good turn out to welcome Jasmin who is 
truly a world-class athlete.

tuesday 10th december: Paul ramsden 
A tale of Four Axes - A journey from 
Pudsey to tibet over thirty years. 

For our final talk of the year we are 
honoured to entertain Paul Ramsden who 
will tell A Tale of Four Axes - A Journey 
from Pudsey to Tibet over Thirty Years. Paul 
Ramsden is an exceptional mountaineer 
who has climbed extensively with Mick 
Fowler and had done all the famous North 
Faces in the Alps by the time he was 
nineteen. He is the recipient of four Piolet 
d’Ors. Three of the routes were climbed 
with Mick and the most recent with Nick 
Bullock. These comprise a new route on 
the north face of Siguniang (6250m) in 
China in 2003, the prow of Shiva (India) 
in 2013, the north face and first ascent 
of Gave Ding (6571m) in Nepal in 2016 
and the North face of Nyanchen (7046m) 
in Tibet in 2017. Impressive achievements 
indeed for an occupational hygienist in full 
time employment! It’s grand that we have 
a mountaineer of Paul’s status visiting us in 
Edinburgh. 

tuesday 14th January: Colin Ballantyne 

Scotland’s Mountain Landscapes – a 
geomorphological perspective

tuesday 11th February: 

Lecture details tbc

tuesday 10th March: Members’ slides

No season would be complete without 
members’ slides

PEAK DISTRICT
Outside Cafe, Hathersage
Lectures start at 7.30pm

Wednesday 13 November 2019: Michael 
gill: edmond Hillary

As a climber, writer, photographer and 
doctor, Michael Gill became a close friend 
of Hillary and was invited on most of 
his expeditions up to 1977. Having this 
background, and with access to the vast 
Hillary archive and private correspondence, 
he was able to compile a unique account 
of Hillary’s life in his newly released book: 
Edmond Hillary - A Biography. In this talk he 
will present his personal perspective on this 
extraordinary man.

Wednesday 11th december: Adrian dye

A mountaineer’s tale of clashing with 
climate change and researching rapid glacier 
retreat from glacier lakes. 

Adrian will be talking about an expedition 
to Alaska that nearly failed as they struggle 
to get around a glacier lake due to previous 
rapid retreat of the glacier. He will then 
explain the subsequent research triggered 
for his PhD and an expedition to Arctic 
Scandinavia to conduct fieldwork.

The Club has established, over the 
last decade, a strong relationship 
with the CAF, through the Marseille 
Provence section, that has seen a 
regular series of annual exchange 
meets between the Alpine Club 
and the Marseille Provence section. 
Details of the next meet are detailed 
elsewhere in the Newsletter and 
plans are already being made for 
the visit by the Marseille Provence 
section to the sea cliffs of North 
Wales in 2021. 

In the context of building and 
retaining international relations 
with other clubs, the Club has a 
great deal to offer. The Committee, 
supported by a number of other 
members, is actively seeking to now 
build other such relationships. Two 
are advancing well already and one 
or two others are in the pipeline. 
The idea is to seek to appoint an 

Alpine Club Ambassador for each 
of these international relationships. 
Their role will be to actively seek 
to build the relationship and, 
where opportunities occur, seek to 
promote these. The Alpine Club has 
a lot to offer in such relationships 
and through providing a copy of the 
Alpine Journal on an annual basis, 
often for deposit in their respective 
libraries, this further enhances the 
Club’s international reputation. 
Access to Scottish Winter climbing 
and trad climbing should not be 
under-estimated. Likewise, contacts 
and information. 

These relationships will potentially 
all be unique, but the overall aim 
is to build opportunities for the 
membership with like-minded clubs 
and fellow mountaineers. Below is a 
bit more background by two future 
Ambassadors.

Mountain Club of kenya

Following a successful trip to Kenya 
with a few members earlier this 
year, the Club has been in contact 
with the MCK. Discussions are at 
an early stage. Although it is un-
likely to be an annual event, the 
MCK have suggested joint trips e.g 
a Mt Kenya festival. Already they 
have specifically shown interest 
in knowledge transfer regarding 
the Club’s experience of on-line 
catalogues. Nigel Buckley, the Alpine 
Club Librarian has already been 
in contact regarding our library 
cataloguing experience to assist the 
MCK with making a modern online 
catalogue for their 1800 volumes. 
The MCK have a huge resource of 
local knowledge with regard to 
logistics/access to Kenya & elsewhere 
in East and South Africa in general 

(continued overleaf)
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too which would assist any member 
planning to visit. So, sharing and 
exchanging information at a Club 
level is surprisingly already proving 
to be key, even during this internet 
age!

More details about the MCK can be 
found at www.mck.or.ke/

Richard Nadin 

Club Alpino italiano ‘Monviso’ 
Saluzzo Section

The Club Alpino Italiano (CAI) 
was founded in 1863, only six 
years after The Alpine Club. It 
shares aims with the Alpine Club 
of promoting mountaineering, 
knowledge of the mountains and 
preserving the environment. Being a 
mountainous country - the Alps and 
the Appenines cut swathes through 
the country - the CAI has a large 
membership of over 300,000 across 
507 Sections and 309 Subsections 
within 21 regional groups. It has 
an astonishing 774 huts, bivouacs 
and shelters from which to access 
the mountains. With such a wealth 
of resource, both natural and 
constructed, not to mention the 

friendliness and good food, Italy is 
an obvious place for AC members to 
visit. 

It was following the acceptance of 
an invitation in 2011 from the CAI 
Saluzzo (a subsection of the region 
Piedmont) to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the first ascent of 
Monte Viso by William Matthews 
(a founding member of the AC), 
Frederick Jacomb, Jean-Baptiste 
Croz and Michel Crozin, that a small 
group of AC members initiated what 
has proved to be a lasting friendship 
with this particular section of the 
CAI. Subsequent visits have included 
a meet in 2012 based in the Rif. 
Giacoletti Vitale, a women’s team 
celebrating the first female ascent 
of Monte Viso by Alessandra Borelli 
and Cecilia Fillia in 2014 (p.451 AJ 
2015) and, in 2019, a visit to the 
Mercantour (see article by Malcolm 
Townsley) to rekindle links and 
develop an exchange programme. 
Books, journals and copies of historic 
documents have been exchanged 
already enhancing the knowledge 
of both Clubs on their respective 
histories and mountaineering 
opportunities. The Alpine Club has 

been warmly welcomed on each 
and every occasion and the AC 
intends that this hospitality will be 
reciprocated through the exchange 
programme. 

Although plans are still evolving, a 
joint meet with this CAI section to 
the Italian side of Monte Rosa has 
been provisionally scheduled for 25 
July to 1 August 2020 with a return 
meet in North Wales in 2021. The 
Monte Rosa meet is likely to have a 
base in Gressoney or Alagna, using 
the Italian hut system to access 
the summits of Monte Rosa and, if 
desired, Lyskamm, Caster and Pollux. 
It will make an ideal add-on to the 
summer meet in La Berade, a mere 5 
hour drive (or train) journey. Further 
information will be made available 
as plans progress. If anyone is 
interested in either or both meets, 
please contact Nick Hurndall Smith, 
Adele Long or Malcolm Townsley.

More details about the Saluzzo 
Section can be found at www.
caisaluzzo.it/

Adele Long

exHiBitioNS At tHe CLuBHouSe 2019-2020

Barbara Swindin
Acrylic and Mixed Media Paintings and 
Charcoal Drawings
Exhibition dates: 10th September - 10th 
December 2019
Having attempted to climb all the Alpine 
Four Thousanders and not quite achieved 
that goal, Barbara wrote her book, All 
but One, and simultaneously started to 
paint all these mountains and some of the 
neighbouring peaks. She has relied upon her 
memories, aided by photographs taken by 
her late husband, Les Swindin, during their 
climbing years, as well as the many sketches 
she has made on her visits to the Alps since 
those days. Intense emotions underlie this 
work.

Fi Bunn - Alpine; one day in the Alps
Exhibition dates: Tuesday 7th January to 
31st March 2020
Fiona of Fi Photos is a British/Swiss 
photographer and alpinist, whose stunning 
‘snow-scapes’ have been exhibited in Milan, 
Zermatt and London. A member of the Royal 
Photographic Society, AC Associate Member 
and contributor to www.glacierhub.org 

Left: Aiguille Verte and Les Droites. Barbara Swindin.
Above: Summit Matterhorn 4,478 metres. Fi Bunn. Below: 
The Black Cuillin-Skye, Helen Forde.

Saturday 30 November 2019

venue: Shap Wells Hotel, Shap, Cumbria CA10 3Qu

01931 716628

Programme

• 4.00 pm AGM

• 5.30-6.30 pm Slideshows:

• Alex Mathie, on expedition that was recipient of 
Montane Alpine Club Climbing Fund award.

• Nick Hurndall Smith, on one of his recent expeditions.

• Bernard Newman, Extreme Rock - a lesson in naivety.

• 7.30 for 8.00 pm Annual Dinner – Our principal guest 
in friendship is Wojciech (‘Voytek’) Kurtyka, one of the 
pioneers of alpine style climbing of the biggest walls 
in the Greater Ranges. In 1985 he climbed Shining Wall 
on Gasherbrum IV, which Climbing magazine declared 
was ‘the greatest achievement of mountaineering in 
the twentieth century’. In 2016, he received the Piolet 
d’Or for lifetime achievement in mountaineering.

ticket prices

£35.00 per person, reduced to £24.00 for those aged 38 
and under at the date of the dinner. This is for a three-
course dinner (excluding drink for which there is a cash 
bar).

to book your ticket(s)

Either by cheque made payable to Alpine Club and 
posted to 55 Charlotte Road, EC2A 3QF

Or by PayPal by accessing the Club’s website and 
following the instructions under the Events tab.

In both cases, please state the names of those for 
whom tickets are being issued. Tickets can be used for 
reserving places in the dining room. Also, please state 
any special dietary requirements.

Any queries to admin@alpineclub.org.uk or to 020 
7613 0755

Accommodation at Shap Wells Hotel

The hotel has 108 bedrooms and we have arranged 
for the hotel to hold 70 of them for AC members and 
guests. All bookings are to be made by Club members 
direct to the hotel’s reservations desk on 01931 716628. 
Members should quote “Alpine Club room rates” when 
making their booking (www.shapwellshotel.com). The 
hotel is within 2 miles of junction 39 of the M6.

Join in the celebration

As this is our 150th Annual Dinner, members and 
their guests are invited to attend the dinner in period 
costume (any period) if they wish.

aGm & 150th annual Dinner 2019

Columbia University, Fi says of 
her motivation:
“We live in an incredible world, 
with easy access to mountain 
regions which in turn are 
undergoing immense change. 
‘Alpine; one day in the Alps’ 
travels between the Valais 
4,000m summits featuring the 
glacial landscapes. Their demise 
cannot be stopped but we can 
slow the process.”
www.fiphotos.org

Helen g.S. Forde
the Cuillin - the British Alps
Exhibition dates: 8th September - 8th 
December 2020
Skye boasts the most magnificent mountain 
group to be found anywhere in the British 
Isles – the Cuillin. 2020 marks the 100th 
anniversary of Prof. N. Collie, perhaps best 
remembered for his pioneering climbs on 
the Cuillin in the Isle of Skye, becoming 
President of the Alpine Club. Edinburgh-
based artist Helen, whose father did the first 
complete “Greater Traverse” (that includes 

the main ridge and continues on to Clach 
Glas and Blaven) in the summer of 1939 
will exhibit some of her work that draws 
upon decades of travel to Skye to paint 
the Cuillin. Helen has exhibited widely in 
Scotland with work in public and private 
collections. A member of the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club, Vice-President 2015-
2018, her Exhibition will include paintings 
and drawings depicting the Cuillin Ridge, 
which can evoke strong feelings amongst 
those who climb and those who paint.

Leave No trace

There’s an uncomfortable question 
posed by Yvon Chouinard: If you 

follow the chalk marks, you’ll get to the top 
- but are you really climbing?

The Patagonia chief ’s uncompromising 
stance on the spirit of “real climbing” came 
to mind when Rob Collister, chair of the 
AC’s green group, asked me to write a 
short piece on the origins of the dictum 
Leave No Trace. 

And again on August Bank Holiday 
Monday, as a few friends walked up 
Birkness Combe towards Grey Crag, I was 
in conversation with a local environmental 
campaigner. Leave No Trace, you’d think, 

was in his genes. “So you won’t be using 
chalk then?” Bluster. “Ah well… it washes 
off.” So it does, eventually. But it clearly 
hadn’t rained for some while on the 
delightful classics of Grey Crag.

‘Leave No Trace’. Was ever a worthy 
objective more honoured in the breach? 
Taken to absurdity it is an impossible ask. 
Even the middens of those early Bronze 
Age townies in the Indus Valley come to 
light eventually. Your chalky fingerprints 
won’t besmirch the rock for 5,000 years, 
but what about those stainless steel bolts?

As to the origins of this outdoor ethic, it 
didn’t begin with climbers (no surprise 
there, we’ve left our detritus to the highest 
point on Earth) but with the proto-
environmentalism of the 1960s and 70s, 
notably in the United States, with the 
growth in outdoor recreation, visits to 

national parks and backcountry camping.

Though they didn’t use the words ‘Leave 
No Trace’, the Boy Scout movement in the 
USA was advocating on these lines even 
earlier. A 1955 Scout handbook declares: 
“As an American, I will do my best to… be 
clean in my outdoor manners… treat the 
outdoors as a heritage… be conservation-
minded…” and so on. If only such virtues 
could have become the country’s over-
arching national policy. Now the cynic is 
tempted to paraphrase: “As an American 
I am directly or indirectly responsible for 
destroying the whole planet.”

Yet it is in the USA that the Leave No Trace 
movement is still most visible. In 1994 
the Leave No Trace Center For Outdoor 
Ethics, a not-for-profit organisation, 
was founded in Boulder, Colorado, to 
spread the eponymous message. Seven 

comment
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about those nice unclimbed lines Nick 
Smith and I found? 

Scottish Isles 2019 Meet Awards:

Most expensive beer: Arran Blonde (£6 per 
bottle).

Most accomplished chef: Giles 
Robertson, for his fry-up – including 
wild garlic discovered near the hut by 
Paul McWhinney – for himself and Nick 
Simons after their retreat from the Ridge.

Best teller of jokes: Nick Simons

Best teller of tasteless jokes: Nick Simons

Best navigator: Nick Smith

Worst Navigator: Nick Smith

The AC Scottish Islands Meet 2020 dates 
are 14-25 May. Space is limited so book 
early. 

Andrew Moore

key principles are promoted: plan ahead 
and prepare; travel and camp on durable 
surfaces; dispose of waste properly; leave 
what you find; minimize campfire impacts; 
respect wildlife; be considerate of other 
visitors.

Though a US, backcountry code, it is easily 
translatable to activities in mountains 
worldwide and indeed has been by many 
of big alpine associations in Europe and 
beyond. The ÖAV (Austrian alpine club) 
began its “Sanfter Tourism” initiative 
some 40 years ago, hoping that low 
impact activities like hiking and ski-
mountaineering (as opposed to piste 
skiing) would stem the drift to big resorts 
and keep mountain villages alive as well 
as reducing the spread of infrastructure 
into the mountains. Similar ideals 
drive organisations such as Mountain 
Wilderness and the John Muir Trust.

As to the Alpine Club, when we were 
setting up the green group 12 months ago, 
I was unenthusiastic about lists of do’s 
and don’ts, codes of clean conduct, etc. 
We all know when we’re leaving a mess, 
or brushing it under the carpet (i.e. into 
the crevasse). And we know when our 

behaviour might be offending local social 
customs. If any injunction is needed then 
Leave No Trace and Do No Harm should 
suffice. 

And don’t be swayed by the argument that 
there is no point in my stopping flying or 
using chalk because the majority will carry 
on regardless. Take the advice of Charles 
Eisenstein, author of Climate: A New 

Story. When asked why he bothers, he 
replies: “Because I’m in love. With salmon, 
with trees outside my window… And if 
you love you act to defend your beloved. 
Of course results matter to you, but they 
don’t determine whether or not you make 
the effort.”                        Stephen Goodwin

Green Group Meet.

scottish isles meet - may 2019

The West Highlands of Scotland in 
May… Ahh! Memories of traversing 

the Cuillin Ridge under clear, still skies, 
slaking our thirst from clean patches 
of fresh snow, and taking in those 
incomparable vistas down Coruisk with 
not a midge to spoil the view. Perfect 
conditions. ‘Ssshh’, the aficionado 
whispers, ‘not everyone knows.’ But the 
lover of the Highlands and Islands, not 
to mention those who have been on 
previous AC Skye meets, knows that good 
conditions are never guaranteed, not even 
in May: that’s part of the spell the Scottish 
Isles cast over us.

And driving up a snarled M6 under blue 
skies set a bit of a theme. Taking over from 
Paul McWhinney who had originated 
and then run the Skye meet for several 
years, Nick Smith had planned a more 
nomadic meet this year: a few days at the 
Alex MacIntyre Memorial Hut in North 
Ballachulish, then a drive to Skye for the 
bulk of our time – at the JMCS hut at 
Coruisk – before heading to Arran. But the 
weather forecast told us that the days on 
which we’d be in our cars travelling would 
be the best; hill days would have to make 
do with less than ideal conditions.

Even before the meet had officially 
convened, a nice bit of improvisation 
saw one team avoid standing traffic 
on the motorway by heading off to 
Armathwaite to climb in the sun. Other, 
less witting improvisors, attempted, to 
the consternation of its occupants, to 

turn Lagangarbh into 
the Alex Mac Memorial 
Hut, only to discover that 
their navigation (dead 
reckoning, you might 
call it) was several miles 
out. It was a different 
pair who, the following 
day, led a run north, 
when they should have 
headed west, through the 
Inchree forest in search 
of waterfalls; we hope 
the perpetrators of that 
navigation error don’t 
get lost on their next BG 
attempt.

Good, if misty and damp, hill days from 
the MacIntyre hut included the Ring of 
Steall (Mark Stitson and Roy Harris), 
Tower Ridge (Giles Roberston and Nick 
Simons; Dave Payne, John da Silva, and 
Paul Willis), Beinn Bhàn (of Glen Loy, Paul 
McWhinney), Creise and Meall a’Bhúiridh 
via Sròn na Creise (Andrew Moore and 
Max Streeton), and the Ballachulish 
Horseshoe (John da Silva). Oh, and a three 
hour BG training run, this time without 
navigational errors (Nick Smith). 
Whilst some packed for Skye at a more 
leisurely pace, drove through Glen Shiel 
in the sun, and then enjoyed a pizza in 
Broadford, others had left early and were 
rewarded by success on Gillean’s Pinnacle 
Ridge, or by a fine walk down Glen 
Sligachan to Coruisk. 

As any Member of the Club knows, the key 
to getting things done when conditions 
are unpromising is having plans and 
summoning collective enthusiasm to get 
onto the hill. Not all of us were brave or 
enthusiastic enough on arriving at the 
hut to swim in a decidedly chilly Loch 
Coruisk, but the meet coordinator was 
and, later in the meet, others joined 
him. More normal enthusiasm saw 
two teams head off into the cloud for 
attempts on the Ridge, and a third did a 
recce that took in Sgurr Dearg, Sgurr na 
Banachdich, Sgurr a’Ghreadaidh and Sgurr 
a’Mhadaidh. Others (Richard and Pam 
Nadin) scrambled on the NE Ridge of Gars 
Bheinn, whilst another party did the NE 
ridge of Sgurr a’Choire Bhig, the TD Gap 
and Sgurr Thearlaich before descending to 

the hut via the rarely frequented Coire an 
Lochain. 
The first full day at Coruisk also saw some 
minor heroics: Paul and Max undertook 
the precarious scramble to trace the 
water pipe and remove the blockage that 
had meant that the taps in the hut ran 
at no more than a very slow trickle. The 
other heroics – which should probably be 
categorized as an act of unjustifiable folly 
– saw an ascent of the South East Ridge of 
Sgurr A’Ghreadaidh by Andrew Moore and 
Nick Smith. At 700 metres, this is reputed 
to be the longest rock climb in Scotland; 
it must also rate as one of the scariest. The 
grade of VDiff would have meant nothing 
if any of the ‘holds’ touched on the second 
half of the route had been quite as loose as 
those left untouched. Nor was there any 
solid gear that would have made a rope 
of any use other than to cause the need to 
solicit two obituaries for the next Alpine 
Journal instead of just one. Nevertheless, 
the pair which endured the fear factor 
were rewarded by the fine traverse of 
Ghreadaidh and Mhadaidh before heading 
south on a subtle line across a cone sheet 
leading to Druim nan Ramh – surely the 
finest rarely traversed ridge in Scotland. 
For those at Coruisk, that day ended in 
sunlight and a(nother) character building 
swim. When lack of daylight and the 
navigational challenges of the misty terrain 
got the better of them, those who had 
set out intending a traverse of the Ridge 
had their characters built in ways they 
may not have intended. That the quality 
of the bivvy arrangements varied from 
‘comfortable’ to ‘miserable’ was due to 
states of preparedness that ranged from 
‘carefully planned’ to ‘unplanned’, taking 
in ‘carefully-thought-through-but-still-
sodden’ as an unhappy half-way point. The 
following day saw all those parties giving 
the mountain the best.  
Undeterred by the damp, fingers itching 
for rock were further gabbro-roughened by 
scrambling that included Sgurr na Stri and 
Sgurr Hain. Others toughened themselves 
up by swimming the circumference of 
Loch Coruisk, and another pair did an 
unusual and rewarding circuit – the kind 
that being based at Coruisk makes possible 
– that took in Druim Hain, Meall Dearg, 
Ruadh Stac, and the Bad Step. So dry had 
been the previous weeks that the crossing 
of the usually sodden Glen Sligachan 
resulted in only one knee-deep slip into a 
bog. 
Doing the Dubhs was what everyone 
had come for, and though our last day at 
Coruisk before heading to Arran saw more 
less-than-ideal weather, most of the meet 
did them, with one pair extending the 
trip – via a wet TD Gap – as far as Bealach 
Coire na Banachdich, where they were 
grateful for the water others on the meet 
had stashed for their subsequently aborted 
Ridge attempt. 
The ferry terminal at Claonaig greeted us 
grey, bleak, dripping and windy, with not 
a hint of Arran in view, and the next day 

most opted for a low level walk along the 
west coast of the island which took in a 
dinosaur footprint, some caves – for Paul 
McWhinney and in honour of the Craven 
Pothole Club with whom the meet was for 
some years held jointly – and, at last, ice-
creams (for some, several) at the flesh-pots 
of the golf course.  
The A’Chir traverse is reckoned by the 
guidebook to be the second best ridge 
traverse in Scotland and a very good 
day was had on it by a group of five, but 
after our days on Skye comparisons were 
odious. The beers plus crisps plus (more) 
ice-creams consumed in Brodick Tesco’s 
car park still felt well-earned though. The 
following day saw the meet scatter to the 
four winds – under clear blue skies. But 
we’ll be back to the Islands: next year’s 
meet will take in Glen Coe, Skye and Rum, 
so there’ll be another chance to see if the 
rumours about May are true, to make 
amends on the Cuillin Ridge, and to do the 
traverse of the Rum Cuillin. Oh, and what 

Andrew on Sgurr a’Ghreadaidh, S.E. Ridge (700m).  
Photo: Nicholas Smith.

Max on Sgurr a’Coire Bhig, N.E. Ridge (600m). Photo: Nicholas Smith.

Richard pointing out where the hard part is on the solo. Photo: Nicholas Smith.
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I have come to see Ben Tibbetts in the 
home he shares with Valentine Fabre. 
Maps and guide books are scattered 
around the room, along with half lists of 
interesting peaks and routes. Ben pours 
me a mug of tea and hoists his own, a pint 
size giant mug of the brew. The house cat 
inspects the research material looking for 
a comfortable route to settle in. I produce 
the list of questions the Alpine Club’s Hon. 
Sec. has kindly armed me with;

So during the last few months, you have just 
completed what has been a six year project 
to create your amazing book, Alpenglow. 
When did you actually complete the book? 
And what has been keeping you busy these 
last few months?

I sent it to press in May. Since May I have 
been dealing with all kinds of printing 
catastrophies and about twenty emails a 
day from customers wondering where the 
book is that should have arrived in April. 
The distribution is being done by Cordee, 
who have done their job perfectly. The 
printers are DZS in Slovenia, there were 
some problems with the machine that puts 
the jacket on. About two thirds of stock 
was damaged in some way or other and 
the whole print run had to go back to the 
printers. All the stock that came to the UK, 
three and a half thousand books. 

Crikey! In what way was the stock dam-
aged?

Mostly scratches and creases and stuff like 
that. In the jacket. The machine scratched 
some of the covers, and the main block 
had to be removed, and the whole jacket 
recovered. It was expensive for them. And 
also for me because the book is not in the 
bookshops two months later. 

Did you do the publishers job, organize the 
printing and distribution?

No. Simon Hodson at Latitude (they are 
a print agency) organised the printing. 
He did his job impeccably, so no fault 
of his. He organises the printers. So I’ve 
done everything up to finishing the file, 
he has organised the printing and gets the 
book to Cordee, and then Cordee do the 
distribution. Cordee have been outstand-
ing, Simon’s been outstanding, the printers 
have done a very good job, just with a 
minor problem. Unfortunately, it had a lot 
of consequences somewhat hard to rectify. 
Everyone tried their best I guess. 

Who picked up the faults?

When I went back to Cordee to sign all the 
pre-orders, I found the extent of the prob-
lem. I am doing a bit of the publisher’s job. 
[He said cramming breakfast cereals into 
his mouth]. I did all the design, the layout, 
dealing with the editors. When you write 
a book, Victor, you write it to the best of 
your ability, you send it to your publisher, 
who deals with the editors for you then 
probably sends it back to you with correc-
tions for you to tussle with, reject or stamp 

your feet. I assume something like that. 
[Actually no, my next book will be edited 
by Ed Douglas. I daren’t contradict him.] 
And there are proof readers as well. So, a 
lot of people did the proof reading, in the 
English version I had about twenty highly 
literate amateurs (professionals in related 
fields). And about twenty in the French 
version. Each chapter got read at least six 
times. Most of the readers were English 
teachers, professionals in literature. You, 
Victor, were probably the least literate of 
the proof readers.

Thank you. So, the project must have cost 
a huge amount; how was the production 
financed?

The actual cost of doing all the climbs, (a 
lot of them were in Switzerland) is quite 
expensive, I can’t calculate it and I am not 
going to put a price on the printing cost. 
It all cost a lot but the pre-orders which in 
the end totalled 2,300 have covered most 
things except my labour. 
I used Kickstarter which is a fundrais-
ing website. It is a kind of crowd-funding 
where people get a reward which is the 
book, which I thought would be out in 
April. It turns out when I launched the 
Kickstarter in October, I wildly underes-
timated how long things would take and 
how ambitious I was going to get in the 
writing. I thought I would have the files 
finished in mid-February. Not too bad re-
ally; what’s three months between friends?

Any lessons from that?

Yeah, don’t write a book!

You very kindly donated a copy of Alpen-
glow to the Club’s library. In the book, you 
gave credit to both Stephen Grey, the Club’s 
Office Manager, and Nigel Buckley, the 
Club’s Librarian. In the production of your 
book, did you use the Club’s Library, archive 
or photo collection in any way?

The Library was indispensable, the Alpine 
Journal was basically the backbone of the 
writing, the historical bits, which basically 
have helped to bring together the stories. 
The reason I got my timing so spectacu-
larly wrong was because by October I had 
expected to write up, as well as I could, as 
interestingly as I could, an account of each 
trek, and then put on the topo details of 
how you do it. By November or December 
I had done a rough version of all that and 
realised how boringly repetitive it was. 
There were ten or fifteen routes where 
something interesting had happened. 
Mostly bad things. And then there were 
thirty five routes where basically, we got up 
at two in the morning. We felt nauseous. 
We went outside. It was dark. There was a 
breeze. We wondered up a hill. It got light. 
That was nice. We took some photographs. 
We went along a ridge, which was nice. We 

went down. We were tired. 
So, by November my ambitions started 
to outstrip my ability, I started working 
harder and harder and it seemed improb-
able, I was working almost 100 hours a 
week. Averaging fourteen to sixteen hours 
a day, just tearing my hair out trying to 
make the boring stories interesting. The 
more I plunged into the history the more 
I uncovered some really interesting bits 
of historical detail. By April I had prob-
ably read a third of every Alpine Journal 
between 1857 and 1930. I actually found 
copies online almost every one of those, 
and what I didn’t find on line, Nigel, who 
has an incomparable knowledge of what’s 
in the library, dug out what I hadn’t found, 
also came back with, I don’t know what 
you’d call it, a ‘wormhole’, of deep informa-
tion. 
The Alpine Journals are relatively easy to 
access. But the führer-books, personal 
memoirs, hand written notes, everything 
that only exists in one copy or a few photo 
copies in alpine club libraries... hard to 
find… a lot of the führer -book copies 
are in the Swiss Alpine Club and appar-
ently in the French Alpine Club, but they 
don’t have them at ENSA anyway here in 
Chamonix. I think the main CAF library 
is in Paris. They are definitely not on line. 
Martine Colonel (the librarian at ENSA), 
Stephen and Nigel were basically the 
gate keepers to the library of Babylon ...a 
wealth of information that I wouldn’t have 
knowhow, or where to get hold of. I didn’t 
have time or the carbon footprint to fly 
back and to London, for extended research 
trips.

So in fact, Nigel was a primary researcher 
for Alpenglow.

Yes, for primary source material.
That’s what took me from November to 
April. Otherwise it would have been pithy 
and spineless. What I was trying to do was 
to make a book that could stand equally as 
photography book, the best I am capable 
of, stand for itself on literature, and also as 
a guide book. It sounds a little arrogant, 
but I don’t think anyone has tried to do 
those three before. So, it’s in the vein of 
Gaston Rebuffat and Ken Wilson. In Ken’s 
series, the photos were excellent for the 
epoch. The writing was really good, but 
Ken Wilson was editing the chapters, not 
writing them. So I was trying to do a dif-
ferent job. I only just found out that actu-
ally, Walter Pause was the precursor with 
his series of ‘100 best’. (Im Schweren Fels 
[1962] predates Le Massif du Mont-Blanc 
- Les 100 plus belles courses by 11 years 
and Ken Wilson’s Hard Rock by 19 years) 
. There’s an English version of Pause’s Im 
Extremen Fels [1979] which is really good.

Of course the route descriptions will have 
changed a bit by now.

Up Close and  
Personal
An informal interview 
with Alpine Club 
member Ben tibbetts 
by victor Saunders

Ben Tibbetts. All photos: Ben Tibbetts. On the Täschorn.
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With climate change, mine will be out of 
date in about five years’ time. So trying to 
bring that idea up to date basically, I prob-
ably overextended myself on my ambitions 
a little bit. I’m glad it’s now done, but it 
made for some tricky trying times. 

At what point did you realise that you 
wanted to put in historical detail?

It must have been July 2018. But I certainly 
didn’t work out how to use the archives 
and how to search through the Alpine 
Club stuff before September 2018.

So, it was right at the end? And yet, it’s one 
of the things in my opinion that makes the 
book work so well. 

I’d done all the photography. I was adding 
the drawings as a break from writing. So 
that’s how I managed to kind of just work 
nonstop throughout the day, I’d take a 
pause from writing, and do a few hours 
drawing. Drawing feels like a holiday when 
you’re sat in front of the computer. 

So what was the timeline of the climbing? 

The first climb that appears in the book is 
Droites in, I think 2011. The next one that 
appears I think, is the Colton-Mac in 2012, 
for which I’d written up an extensive blog 
post. 2014 was the year everyone climbed 
the Colton Mac. 2012 was desperate. Hor-
rible. 
Each route, as I did it, I wrote up quite 
extensively. And some were published. So 
a lot of them have been published between 
2014 and now. All in very rough, origi-
nal versions. They’ve all been extensively 
rewritten. 
The last climb was a traverse of the 
Jorasses, in late July 2018. That was my 
last 4000 metre peak. And that essentially 
finished the book. There was a photoshoot 
which provided a slightly better story for 
the Allalinhorn in January this year.

When did you realise the blogs were going to 
turn into Alpenglow?

It must have been 2014 that I began to 
think about a collection of routes. The 
initial idea was across the whole Alps, and 
it was ski touring with Rob Collister 
Rob steered my ideas, he suggested that to 
make a decent book it should be about the 
four thousand metre peaks, which hadn’t 
even crossed my mind as a thing until Rob 
suggested that they would make a very 
compelling book. 
That was when Valentine gave me the 
Dumler book High Mountains of The Alps. 
I started putting together a list of routes. 
I had already done some of the routes 
that would end up included. I got the list 
dialled down by 2015, and the last four and 
a half years have been pretty full on.

Which summit, picture and route are your 
favourite in the book and why? 

One of my favourite routes is the Cresta 
Signal. The line is perfect. It’s just got eve-
rything I like. We didn’t see a single person 
from bottom to the top, except people in 
the Marinelli Couloir. The bivouac is one 
of the most isolated, outrageously beauti-
ful in the Alps. It’s not to everyone’s taste. 
It’s not hard. The rock’s not good. Not 
everyone wants a 2000 metre approach, 
or whatever it is... a massive approach to a 
very long route. So I got a nice picture of it. 
I did a nice drawing of it.
But these days, there’s so much choice and 
information on easily accessible routes on 
good rock with hordes of people. That’s not 
really what interests me. The reason I made 
this book, in the end, I guess, is because 
there wasn’t the information that I was 
after. And again, I’m coming up against 
this problem for the 3000s. So, Stéphane 
Maire puts it very succinctly about the 
Dammastock. 

So what’s the ideal rocky route? It’s obviously 
subjective. But all alpinists must agree on 
certain points. 

The approach shouldn’t be too long. (I 
don’t agree with that at all.)
The rock should be good and safe. (I agree 
with that.)
It should be aesthetic. (I agree with that.)
The height gain should be sufficient, but 
not extreme. (I totally don’t agree with that. 
I think it should be as extreme as possible.)
There should be escape routes in case of 
bad weather. (I don’t agree with that.)
There should be some equipment already 
in place on the route. (I don’t agree with 
that.)
There should be beautiful perspectives and 
high mountain ambience. (Yeah, totally 
agree with that.)
And it should arrive on a summit that’s 
not too unknown. (Well, I said personally 
I’d like routes that have long approaches 
that mean that you actually get a little bit 
further away from everyday life.) 

He’s given a perfect description of what an 
ideal guiding route is.

Yes, one hundred percent. And he’s given 
a description of what probably 95% of 
people want. 
To re-cap, I like a long route with a big ap-
proach. No equipment in place. No escape 
routes. Commitment; I think is something, 
that is kind of, the point of climbing really, 
isn’t it?

Maybe you should go to the Himalaya?

No, not really. Because most people die. 
Unless... well, some people live a long time. 
Yeah. Anyway. There is some kind of an 
angel that keeps you alive, Victor [It’s not 

an angel, it’s cowardice.]
I guess most people are going to buy my 
book because it’s got lots of pretty pictures 
and then they’re going to look at the routes 
and read the exciting stories and think 
“That’s nice, maybe I’ll do that someday.” 
But for those of us who are looking for 
exceptional routes that are a little bit off 
the beaten track, it’s actually really hard to 
find information so that’s who I’m trying 
to make the book for. On the four thou-
sanders I couldn’t go very far down that 
wormhole because most of the mountains 
are relatively accessible, most of the good 
routes are already well known and there 
are huts everywhere. It would be perverse 
to ignore them.
On the three thousanders most of the 
peaks are less well known. And there’s 
some scope for a little bit more esoterica. 
I think. 

Is there one particular picture that you 
regret not taking for the book?

No not really. I usually went back and did 
it again to get the picture. If it was a picture 
that I didn’t get I usually redid the whole 
route.

In Mont Blanc: The Finest Routes by 
Philippe Batoux, he slotted a 101st route 
into the book. If you were to elevate one 
alpine summit to generate an 83rd peak in 
your book, which would it be?

It would be either the Eiger or the Meije 
or the Dru. Probably the Meije because 
more remote. All three are familiar and get 
plenty of attention. They’ve got as much 
attention as any four thousand metre peak. 
They don’t need any more. But they seem 
exceptional and I haven’t done them. And 
I’m looking forward to doing that.

It seems to me there are still the same num-
ber of climbers on the unfashionable Alpine 
and Himalayan routes, but the numbers are 
dwarfed by the large uptake in people do-

ing the iconic, fashion routes; Mont Blanc, 
Everest so on. I don’t think that the actual 
number of people have changed. But I think 
those numbers are dwarfed by the num-
ber of people doing guided routes. I don’t 
remember the British Alpine scene being as 
commercialised when I started in the 70’s. 
My impression is that more people are doing 
the easier routes.

Probably not even easier routes. There is 
stuff in the Aiguilles Rouge, some techni-
cally quite hard because people can train 
on plastic holds. And the accessible routes 
seem absolutely swamped.

You spend a lot of time in the Western Alps, 
however you have worked and climbed in 
many mountain ranges around the world. 
Have you a particular passion for another 
mountain range?

I am passionate about the Alps because 
I prefer not to do many long-haul flights 

because I’m concerned about the environ-
ment so the Alps served me very well. I 
would prefer to explore less frequently, so 
yes I would prefer to go to other places. 
I love climbing in the Antarctic but the 
carbon footprint of climbing the Antarctic 
is totally unreasonable. Concern about 
carbon footprint which is the primary rea-
son that I don’t do much climbing in the 
greater ranges and why I centre my activity 
in the Alps. I like mountains that are inac-
cessible, have long approaches, don’t have 
masses of people and without huts stocked 
by helicopter. It would be perverse to avoid 
these things. So they’re just a fact of the 
Alps and they’re great since they mean you 
can do a lot more in your weekend, or your 
time off, but I am also now interested in 
searching out corners of the alps that are 
less frequented. But my main reason for 
doing that rather climbing in the Andes 
or the Himalaya or the Ellsworth Range, 
is primarily motivated by my carbon 
footprint

Dawn on the Dent Blanche: Valentine on 
the lower South Ridge with the Matterhorn 
behind.
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That is a very interesting answer. Earlier 
you said the lesson you learned was “don’t 
write a book!” Tell me about the next book.

I am not writing a next book, because it is 
a silly idea, 

So it is NOT the best three thousanders of 
the Alps? The one that you are not research-
ing with all the books on the table?

Yeah, I think it would be a terrible idea... 
but it might be about... the best three 
thousand metre peaks, the beauty of that 
is I definitely won’t climb every sub four 

thousand peak in the Alps, I don’t know 
how many there are, but there are a lot. I 
am guessing there are maybe six hundred 
or something? But there is a lot more 
choice, because I won’t be doing every 
one of them, I can be a lot more selective 
and there are a lot of Iconic peaks which I 
would like to have included in Alpenglow. 
A lot more choice of routes. I am going 
to lean towards wilder and more esoteric 
routes where possible, which on the four 
thousand metre peaks, riddled with lift 
access due to their inherent attractive-
ness, was rather hard. The choice will have 
a different pace if I do this, which I am 

not going to. I quite like bivouacking and 
sleeping out in the open. There will be a 
bigger diversity than in Alpenglow which 
is quite concentrated around AD and D. 
Hopefully there will be a few more PDs 
and EDs. Today is my research day for this 
list and then I am going to send it to Mark 
Charlton and people who have done a lot 
of them.

Ben, thank you very much for making the 
time for this interview. I hope you enjoy a 
few days of rest before embarking on the 
next project. 

As a precursor to a proposed new joint 
summer meet with the Club Alpino 

Italiano (CAI) myself, Adele Long and Su 
Paton (CC) were given a brief tour of some 
of the home turf of Piedmont branch of 
the CAI by local members; we were very 
impressed. 

At its western end the alpine mountain 
range arks southwards and intersects 
the Mediterranean. The southern end of 
this range comprises a chain of attractive 
3000m+ rocky peaks much loved by 
local climbers, and worthy of a visit from 
further afield. The peaks we visited all 
lie within the Parco Naturale delle Alpi 
Maritime which is located about 30km 
south west of the city of Cuneo on the 
Italian side of the range and opposite the 
French Mercantour National Park. This 
area offers a wide range of year-round 
mountaineering and some excellent rock 
climbing. Mid-June to late September is 
the time most people visit the area with 
snow free paths and open huts; however 
the area is also popular with ski tourers 
and winter climbers in the winter and 
spring. These mountains together with a 
distinctive local culture and warm Italian 
hospitality provide a lovely area to visit 
and climb.

The first mountains we visited were all 
located around the excellent Refugio 
Pagari close to the Italian/French border, 
a well-maintained hut in a beautiful 
location with good food and very popular 
home-brewed beer (the highest home-
brew in Italy). A longish (and hot) walk 
to the hut on our first day with local CAI 
members Carlo and Sylvia (5 hours and 
approximately 1400m of ascent) placed 
us at the refugio high in the mountains. 

The following day we tackled the normal 
route to the summit of Cima della Maledia 
(3061m) followed by a traverse below the 
south face and a return to the hut over 
the Passo del Pagari. Our proximity to the 
mountain allowed a relatively leisurely 
start from the hut and the route gave 
an enjoyable outing at about PD-. After 
a second night at the hut, and further 
tasting of the excellent beer, myself and 
CAI members Paolo and Mario ascended 
Monte Clapier (3045m), which offered 
a panoramic viewpoint for the area, 
before descending back to our cars at 
San Giacomo di Entracque. Many other 
worthwhile excursions are accessible 
from the Pagari hut the most notable 
being the complete traverse of Cima della 
Maledia (AD-) and the Traversata degli 
Italiani (AD-) on the nearby Monte Gelas.
Following a very enjoyable dinner with 
local members of the Piemonte section 
of the CAI, held in celebration of the 
friendship between our two Clubs, we 
were joined by Su who came out for the 
second part of our itinerary. This was 
to sample the excellent multi-pitch rock 
climbing on the west face of the Corno 
Stella, located at the northern end of the 
Argentera massif. Her visit did not start 
well as although she arrived her baggage 
did not, and despite valiant attempts to 
negotiate the baffling lost baggage system 
at Turin airport she joined us with no 
gear. Undaunted and ably assisted by Livio 
Perotti of the CAI (who had, incidentally, 
orchestrated the whole trip) we managed 
to cobble together enough gear for her 
to climb with and all assembled at the 
beautifully situated Refugio Bozano 
where we were joined by local expert and 
guide-book writer Gianluca Bergese who 

alpi maritime

The beautifully located Refugio Pagari with the Cima della Maledia behind. Photo: Malcolm 
Townsley.

Bernard Gentou and Oliver Vandenbergh 
on the iconic snow crest of the Innominata 
Ridge.
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This year’s meet was promoted as “a 
change from the usual 4000m peak 

areas” and judging from the feedback 
from the 36 who attended the meet, this 
was a major reason for visiting Benasque. 
AC members were joined by members 
from ABMSAC, CC, FRCC, SMC, LSCC, 
Wayfarers, Yeovil MC and PC, with many 
accompanied by wives and partners, plus 
three promising under-18s.

The meet was based at Camping Ixeia, 
some 4km north of Benasque and 12km 
south of the French/ Spanish border, 
by the banks of the Rio Esera on the 
GR11, surrounded by steep sided mixed 
woodland and craggy ridges rising to 
3000m, topped by Pic De Aneto, the 
highest at 3404m, with extensive snow 
fields in spite of valley temperatures in 
the high 20s. Recommendations from 
Jeff Harris, who recently completed all 
the Pyrenees 3000s, and Cathy O’Dowd, 
lived up to expectations of a wide range 
of rock climbing, alpine mountaineering 
and valley walking amongst spectacular 
scenery with hanging valleys, impressive 
cascades and tarns. Even the extensive 
skiing area at Cerler is set in a landscape 
of grassy alpine meadows and surprised 
us with its extensive rock faces at Vall de 
l’Ampriu providing a wealth of bolted and 
trad, single and multi-pitch rock routes 
on slabs and impressive crack lines at all 
grades. 

Campsite manager Miguel and his team 
were excellent hosts, very easy-going, 
full of helpful information and happily 
organised our two weekend happy-hour 
get-togethers.

The border peaks of Tuca de Salvaguardia 
(2738m) and Pico Sacroux (2672m), both 

on ancient trading routes between Zargoza 
and Luchon, were popular walking 
peaks with great views. Initial forays on 
the western side in the Posets-Maladeta 
Park explored the GR11.2 up through 
the lakes of the Vall de Perramo. More 
ambitious multi-day routes further up the 
Estos valley took in Pico de Perdiguero 
(3221m) and the AD- SE arete of Pico de 
Posets (3375m). With knowledge came 
confidence to push single-day routes 
using 04.30 buses from the Estos stop with 
ascents including a PD N-S traverse of 
Aneto, a D- traverse of the Tempestades 
ridge to Aneto, a PD+ ascent of the Pico 
de la Maladeta (3308m) via the NE ridge 
of Cresta de los Portillones and the multi 
pitch trad route Y La Marta Sin Venia 
(grade V) in the beautiful Vall de Remune.

Brian Shackleton, climbing with Helen 
Brown, describes their most enjoyable day 
as the ascent of the Pico de Posets by the 
Espalda Ridge (PD, sections of grade II). 
They approached from the Angel Orus 
Hut in the Vall de Grist via the GR11.2 
and joined the ridge at Pavots o Tucon 
Royo  (3124m). The ridge traverses the 3 
summits of Las Espadas (3332m), followed 
by exposed scrambling over Tuca de 
Llardaneta and Tuqueta Roya (3273m) 
before the final easy ascent up scree to 
Pico de Posets (3375m). They followed the 
normal route down the south ridge and the 
Rue Royale snow slopes back to rejoin the 
GR11.2 to the hut.

A new location, much enjoyed by all, 
much less-developed and cheaper than the 
more popular alpine areas, very welcoming 
locals and well worth visiting if you haven’t 
already. 

Tony Westcott 

summer meet - pyrenees JulyoberlanD meet

Helen Brown on Pico de Tempestades (3278m) on the D- ridge to Pico de Aneto (3404m). 
Photo: Brian Shackleton.

The Lauterbrunnen Breithorn is a 
3,780m colossus whose kilometre long 

west ridge (AD) offers the alpinist a little 
taste of everything – a glacial approach, 
easy but wildly exposed scrambling, a 
couple of spicy moves on rock and a final 
summit approach along a knife-edge snow 
ridge with views in every direction. 
It was just the peak for the AC meet’s first 
proper team outing. All nine of us – three 
independent ropes of three – summited 
at lunchtime having left the Mutthorn hut 
in the early hours. But as is the way with 
these things, it was during the descent 
where things got interesting. 
Just before making it off the ridge, we were 
hit by a squall, nothing too serious, but I 
couldn’t work out why my drinking tube 
was making a strange gurgling noise. This 
was soon replaced by the even stranger 
sound of hissing and crackling. It took a 
moment for the reality to dawn – electrical 
storm! 
While not exactly enjoyable, it certainly 
added to the experience (as the phrase 
goes) particularly as the descent down 
steep choss to the glacier was not a job 

to be rushed. But some 16 hours after 
setting off (rather behind guidebook 
time) we made it back to the hut, where 
Toni the guardian, was waiting for us 
with a round of homemade Juniper tea. A 
couple of hours later, after stomachs had 
been filled, he got the proper stuff out – a 
round of Juniper schnapps for everyone. 
It was just the tonic after a great day in the 
mountains. 
This was the third day on the Alpine Club’s 
second early summer meet to the Bernese 
Oberland, led by Steve Gibbons. Pitched 
at PD-AD climbers there was a good 
mix of attendees, from keen aspirants to 
seasoned alpinists joining for a few days, to 
journeymen climbers like myself. The plan 
was to base ourselves out of Kandersteg 
for the first week and move onto another 
location for the second as weather and 
conditions dictated.  
Steve led the charge for those determined 
not to let any summit opportunity pass. 
His indefatigable appetite would lead to 
an unequalled summit tally of nine peaks 
(including subsidiaries) and an estimated 
total vertical ascent of 11,745m! 
Three nights of the first week were spent 
at the Mutthorn, a beautifully isolated hut 
out of reach of trekkers, Wi-Fi and phone 
signals. Bliss. The Mutthorn (3,038m) 
and Tschingelhorn (3,561m) proved good 
appetisers before the main focus turned to 
the Breithorn.
From there we moved via the Gamchilücke 
pass to the Blüemlisalp hut, a delightful 
and spectacular eight-hour hike. Teams 
then decided between the Blüemlisalphorn 
(3,661m) and Wildi Frau (3,260m) before 
heading back down to Kandersteg just as 
the thunderstorms rolled in. 
For the second week we hiked up 
the Aletsch to the Konkordia hut, 
spectacularly located like a medieval fort 
at the confluence of five glaciers – and 
now accessed by 433 steps due to glacial 
retreat. From here the team tackled various 
objectives successfully, although Steve and 
Tim Ratcliffe’s attempt on the Aletschhorn 
via the Dreiechkhorn (which began at 
1.30am) was abandoned at the Aletschjoch 
due to poor conditions and lack of energy.
When it came to walking out, tiredness 
was beginning to tell, but the exhilaration 
and satisfaction of several excellent days in 
the mountains would last a while yet. 
Summits reached included the Balmhorn 
(3,699m), Rinderhorn (3,449m), Mutthorn 
(3,038m), Tschingelhorn (3,561m), 
Breithorn (3,780m), Wildi Frau (3,260m), 
Blüemlisalphorn (3,661m), Grünegghorn 
(3,860m), Gross Grünhorn (4,044m), 
Dreieckhorn (3,811m), Fülbarg (3,243m) 
Hinteres & Grosses Fiescherhorn (4,025m 
/ 4,049m).
Attendees: Stephen Gibbons, John Davies, 
Tim Ratcliffe, Tarquin Cooper, Natalie 
Villarroel, Michael Murray, Andrew 
Greenstock, James Masters, Rafal Malczyk, 
Laura Millichamp and Mark Jones.

Tarquin Cooper

Above: Steve Gibbons approaching the 
Dreieckhorn from Aletschjoch. Photo: Tim 
Ratcliffe. 
Below:On the Grunegghorn with the Gross 
Grunhorn beyond. Climbers John Davies and 
Rafal Malczck. Photo: Natalie Villaroel.

advised us on what to climb. The once 
traditional crags around the Refugio have 
now been extensively developed to give 
many popular well equipped multi-pitch 
rock routes (more than 100, up to 400m 
in length).  Our team of three spent the 
next two days scratching the surface of 
the huge number of routes available, 
climbing Pillastro di Oscar (5c, 250m, 7 
pitch) and Hotel Bolzano (6a, 200m, 6 
pitch). The routes in the main areas were 
all well equipped and the rock was good 
solid gneiss. It is worth remembering that 
you are climbing on a high mountain crag 
(the summit of Corno Stella is at 3050m), 
which means some loose rock may be 
encountered and you are more exposed 
to potential bad weather and so a helmet 
and protective clothing is required. In 
addition, although most of the routes only 
need a sport rack and two 60m half ropes, 
some extra small cams and a set of nuts are 
required on some routes (the walk to the 
hut involves 900m of ascent, so carrying 
a full trad rack is not recommended). On 
our last day bad weather was on its way 
and we joined the mass exodus back to our 
cars in the valley and round 2 with Turin 
Airport lost luggage department.

Grazie to all the members of the Piemonte 
section of the CAI and the two very 
helpful hut guardians who we met on our 
visit. I look forward to further visits from 
both sides and future collaborations.

Malcolm Townsley 

The Italians: Livio Perotti, Carlo 
Gagliardone, Silvia Perona, Paolo 
Allemano, Mario Colmo, Gianluca 
Bergese + those at the dinner who are too 
numerous to mention.

The British: Adele Long, Su Paton, 
Malcolm Townsley.

Malcolm, Carlo and Sylvia with the North 
Face of Cima della Maledia behind. The 
route taken ascends the easy snow filled 
gully and then scrambles up the west face at 
about PDinf. Photo: Adele Long.


