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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

First, what an honour!  And what a daunting hon -
our , when you look at the list of past presidents, sprinkled liber-
ally with such eminent climbing names as Stephen, Freshfield,
Young, Hunt, Finch, Shipton, Bonington and Scott.  It seems signifi-
cant to me that all those presidents, as well as being great pioneer-
ing mountaineers, were successful authors (in Stephen's case, of
course, a literary giant who strode far beyond the mountains).  The
literary - and artistic - tradition of the Alpine Club is one of the things
which makes it unique and special.  Our journal is, to my mind, by far
the most interesting of the international publications on the market
today and I am delighted that we have a highly experienced journal-
ist, Stephen Goodwin, as editor.  He is already making plans for a
special edition for the club's 150th anniversary in 2007.  We have
several exhibitions in the pipeline, including a Kangchenjunga show
this summer, and I hope very much that Kit Surrey, a climbing artist
based in Devon, is going to exhibit some of his stunning large scale
charcoal drawings of British sea cliffs.  Our curator, Peter Mallalieu
and I are both keen that some of our London exhibitions should also
travel to other venues.

In case all this indoor activity sounds a bit rarefied, perhaps this is
the moment to mention the climbing fund.  Thanks to the brilliant
work of Jerry Lovatt and others, we now have a pot of money (a pot
which we intend to increase) assigned to supporting members who
actually want to go climbing!  Britain is one of the world's leading
countries in the field of adventurous exploratory mountaineering yet
we are run by a succession of governments interested only in football
and Olympic medals.  With Sports Council expedition grants under
threat and the real value of Mount Everest Foundation grants seri-
ously eroded, it would be wonderful if the Alpine Club could fill some

of that gap.  Exactly how the grants are allocated has still to be decided, but the important thing is that they will go
directly to climbing activities.

One of the most daunting things about being elected president, in my case, is taking over from that astute politi-
cal animal Alan Blackshaw.  I suspect that for the first few months, my best policy will be to keep my mouth firmly shut,
listen to my experienced talented committee, and try to understand what they are all talking about.  However, once I
have got a handle on the various issues, I am keen that we should be a strong, authorative voice in the world of interna-
tional mountaineering.  I want to build stronger links with the BMC.  Disagreements over Everest photo ownership
notwithstanding (and there seems to the possibility of light at the end of that particular tunnel), I would also like to
strengthen ties with the Royal Geographical Society; moving in that direction, we are hosting jointly a special
Kangchenjunga 50th anniversary evening at the RGS on 7th June, as a fundraiser for the Mount Everest Foundation.

Don't worry - this doesn't mean we are about to be soaked up into South Kensington!  Our own star party organ-
iser, Toto Grönlund, is organising a separate Kangch celebration at the club.  She and the other meets organiser also
have a series of climbing meets in the pipeline.  This year's dinner will again be at the
Shap Hotel in the Lake District, preceded by a symposium on the mountains of China
and Tibet.  I have to say that I would rather spend the day getting frightened on some
steep Lakeland rock, rather than sitting in a darkened room looking at slides.
However, these symposia are clearly very popular, we are extremely good at organis-
ing them and they raise the club's profile, so " if it ain't broke …"  There was a real
buzz at the recent dinner in Shap and I hope that we will have even more people
attending next year; however at some stage soon we will also have another dinner in
London; it is, after all, the capital city.
As this newsletter demonstrates, club members are doing masses of exciting climbing
and skiing all over the world.  Even I, after a long spell of inactivity, have been doing
some climbs recently, with visits to Asturias, Andalucia, the Lofoten Islands and the
Alps during the last twelve months (not forgetting of course my own local crag, the
uniquely magnificent Avon Gorge) and I intend to get out more during the next three
years, which will include, of course, our 150th anniversary in 2007.  Exactly how we
celebrate it will very soon be an important item on the committee's agenda.  George
Band's new history of the club is already being written.  There will be parties and din-
ners - both in London and in the north.  It might be good to do something in
Switzerland.  But we also need some other kind of special event.  As the Alpine Club was founded by a group of leading
international mountaineers engaged in the first ascents of virtually unknown peaks, I think that perhaps we should aim
for some similar kind of meet in 2007.  Just an idea.
Stephen V enables

Our new President
out in the lead.....

.....and on being
told he was to
be the next AC

President!
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Venue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage
7.30pm

Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
start at 7.30pm (sharp!), with the

bar opening from 6pm.  The Library
usually stays open until 7pm.

AC Informal Meetings are usually
held in London on the fourth

Tuesday in the month from January
to June and in September and

November.  A visiting speaker may
be arranged otherwise members

are invited to entertain one another
with say 10 pictures and a short
account of their recent exploits.

NORTHERN LECTURES

EDITORIALLONDON MEETINGS LONDON MEETINGS

Why the new newsletter is
worth the money .

At the recent AC AGM there was
some debate about the value to the
Club of the 'new look' newsletter.
There was a view expressed that
the new newsletter was a waste of
club money,  too flashy, difficult to
find one's way around  and that we
should revert back to the previous
simple B/W version. As editor I
would normally avoid commenting
on issues like this, however I think
that with a new President this is an
opportune moment to put on record
why the committee has been pre-
pared to back the new-style newsletter.  

Under the influence of recent for-
ward looking club Presidents the
committee has been trying to mod-
ernise the Club and make it fully rel-
evant to a fast changing climbing
world. It was recognized that the
Club needed to try and boost its
membership and appeal to a new
generation of British alpinists if it
was to survive as a relevant institu-
tion. Improvements have been
made in many areas to the adminis-
tration of the Club and one of the
key issues was considered to be
the need for a more modern self-
image for club members (and
prospective members) and a more
progressive image for the Club in
the mountaineering world. The most
obvious way of achieving this goal
was through the club newsletter and
the development of a new club web-
site. These could both be developed
to become more responsive medi-
ums for internal club communication
and representing members activities
whilst at the same time showing a
more proactive side of the AC to the
world at large. To this end the new
website and newsletter were
launched and happily they have
been well received by a large
majority of club members and come
to the notice of many external
observers.

In 2007 the AC will celebrate its
150th anniversary. This club can be
justly proud of its past but also
should be determind to be an active
part of the future. The club needs to
cater for its existing membership but
also to attract a new generation of
committed British alpinists to join
and provide the membership of the
future. This is why the new
newsletter looks to present a more
up-to-date modern image for the
club that reflects the AC’s determi-
nation to be as vibrant for future
generations as it has been in the
past.  

Special Event
April 12

Greg Child
Greg Child is one of the
great postwar Himalayan

climbers.

His ascents include the stunning

East Ridge of Shivling with Doug

Scott, the North Ridge of K2,

Trango Tower and the only full

repeat ascent of Gasherbrum IV, by

a new route up the Northwest

Ridge.  His witty, incisive first book -

the original 'Thin Air' - was one of

the mountain literature highlights of

the eighties.  He is also a very fine

photographer.  And a great climbing

all-rounder, excelling on big walls

and modern sport climbs, as well as

Himalayan giants.  In this special

talk for the Alpine Club, he will

cover some of his legendary

Himalayan climbs, climbing on the

desert towers of Utah and recent

journeys through Navajo and

Anasazi country.

Tuesday 8th February 
General Meeting:  Doug Scott:
Kangchenjunga : The first 50 years.

Tuesday 10th May  
General Meeting. T om Nakamura 
Tamotsu Nakamura was born in
Tokyo in 1934 and has been climb-
ing new routes in the greater ranges
since his first successes on techni-
cal peaks in the Cordillera Blanca of
Peru in 1961. He has lived in
Pakistan, Mexico, New Zealand and
Hong Kong and in the last 14 years
has made 26 trips to the Hengduan
mountains of Yunnan, Sichuan and
SE Tibet. He is currently editor of
the Japanese Alpine News and a
councillor of the JAC.

Monday 6th June: 
Party at Charlotte Rd to mark the
end of the Kanchenjunga Exhibition

Tuesday 7th June 
Open Meeting at the Royal

Geographical Society . Sir David
Attenborough, George Band, Joe

Brown and Norman Hardie.
Kangchenjunga 50th Anniversary .

In aid of the MEF .
Tickets available by post from the

Clubhouse soon.

Wednesday 16 February 
Big Walls in the T orssukat ak

Jude S pancken talks about a
recent climbing expedition to the
Torssukatak Fjord in Southern
Greenland. The team she
joined did a number of new routes
from E2 to E5 on The Baron, as well
as repeating some of the existing
lines. The area has a huge potential
for more development and
Spancken¹s lecture will offer plenty
of advice and inspiration for others
to visit this magical part of the world
for themselves.

Wednesday 16 March  
"Dave Hamilton"   T alks about his
Ski Traverse of the Karakoram
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FUND RAISING FOR AC CLIMBING FUND

Your Club
needs y ou!

The AC was originally formed to 'promote alpine climbing and exploration'
across the world. For many years it has been the club's illustrious members that

have been championing the Club by their achievement s rather than the club
being in a position to facilit ate the ambitions of it s members.

We believe that the AC should now make a major effort to promote our
stated aims and give our members real support in going out there and

fulfilling their ambitions.
To this end the AC is proposing the est ablishment of the

AC Climbing Fund
- a ring fenced capit al sum of money designed to produce an annual bursary

with which the AC can assist it s members in fulfilling their mount aineering ambi -
tions and put climbing back at the heart of the Club.

This fund would be used to develop a series of international meet s for
members to the major mount ain areas of the world by p aying for an

organiser to set up and run each meet in order to maximise the perfor -
mance and achievement of AC members. 

Other areas that will benefit from the Climbing Fund could be spe -
cialised equipment purchase and hiring (i.e. Satellite phones etc,) pro -

vision of base camp communal cooking gear , payment of AC expedition
peak fees where necessary , provision of cooking st aff, liaison officers,
negotiation of preferential personal airfreight allowances and provision
of individual grant s to members for exceptional project s and any other

practical areas which will help our members to achieve their moun -
taineering and alpine climbing ambitions . For some time now the Club
has been suffering from financial constraint s, which have inhibited the

AC from actively assisting in the promotion of alpine climbing and
exploration within the Club.

This fund is being launched to bring climbing
and mount ain exploration back to the centre of

AC activity .
Please give generously .

Stephen V enables
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FUND RAISING FOR AC CLIMBING FUND

Why w e need y our help .
What we need is MONEY! W ith the Club focusing on improving all aspect s of it s responsi -

bilities to it s members it has become app arent that we cannot free up enough resources to
actively promote climbing as the heart of the club. Over the last few years our revenues
have been required to carry out the necessary work on the clubhouse in order to comply

with both modern building regulations and the st andards that our tenant s expect. The com -
mittee have also been extremely keen to work in conjunction with the ACL to help  the

library to achieve the resources that they need to maint ain and develop their custody of the
Club’ s asset s. With these objectives underlining the AC programme we have perhap s been

guilty of neglecting our active members. T o remedy this we are launching the         

AC Cl im bing Fund
which will be entirely focused on providing assist ance to our membership to achieve their

mount aineering aims.  W e intend this fund to:
1. Provide funding for Meet Leaders to organise AC meets to the major alpine areas of the
world. i.e. book and p ay deposit s for accommodation, advise on flight arrangement s (book
block bookings if necessary), book Himalayan peaks for AC expeditions and p ay for peak

fees (and liason officers, cooks etc), liase with airlines to get preferential baggage
allowances for official AC trip s. This arrangement has helped the Eagle Ski Club to rejuve -

nate it s activity and it now runs over 20 international trip s a year!
2. Develop an expedition resource for AC members to use/hire for their own trip s. i.e. satel -
lite phones for hire.( essential for organising transport in many areas of USA, Russia etc) -

develop expedition p acks that can be used as a communal resource for meet s i.e. large cook
tent s, big stoves t ables etc.

3. Develop a system of AC grant s (reserved for AC members) for their own small expedi -
tions. This arrangement would only be available to AC members but could (?) be organised

and adjudicated by the MEF .

AC Gr epon Club
In the p ast the AC has run a ‘T on Up’ Club as p art of it s fund raising effort. W e are now proposing to re-intro -
duce it with a slight AC twist! The point is obviously to raise funds but along the way it would be nice to give

our ‘subscribers’ a frisson of excitement and a genuine incentive to buy a ticket.
Our ‘Grepon’ club (first climbed by an AC member) works in the same way as a traditional T on Up Club in that members ‘sub -

scribe’ and reserve numbers (at £10 per number) which are put into a hat and the winners are drawn at the Annual Club
Dinner . On the ‘pot’ reaching and exceeding £1000,  50% of the all subscriptions will go to the members t aking p art.

Minimum prizes will be
1st Prize £200 each 2nd & 3rd Prize £100 each 4th/5th/6th/7th Prize £25 each

However , if the fund reaches the equivalent height of the Grepon at £3485 the the prize distribution will go up to
60% pro rat a! As another wheeze any member who has climbed the Grepon will get a 2 for 1 chance in the

draw! W e hope that the Grepon Club will raise a minimum of £500 each year for furthering AC members climb -
ing opportunities which in turn will help the Club to attract new and active members to continue the great tradi -

tions of the Alpine Club.
Details will be announced in the near future.

How you can give: please send cheques to 
‘The AC’ endorsed on the back "AC Climbing Fund"
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QUESTIONAIRE RESPONSES

433 (33%) of all members answered. Not all questions were answered so
not all percent ages add up to 100%!

Profile of those                                                
completing questionnaire:                                                   Gender
20-30 Yrs    5%                                                                 Male    93%
31-40 Yrs   13%                                                                Female 7%
41-50 Yrs    21%
51-60 Yrs    23%
61-70 Yrs    22%
71-80 Yrs    12%                                                           
81+     Yrs     4%

AC 2004
Quest ionai re
Resul t s .
There was an extremely good respone
to the 2004 questionaire which shows
that the membership is concerned about
making it s views known and interested
in helping the club formulate it s policy
for the years ahead.

Miles from London:
Inside 35 miles:     15%
Inside 100 miles:   16%
Over  100 miles:    69%

Time in Club;
Less than 20yrs:   52%
20-30 yrs:             18.5%
30+ yrs:                20.5%

Grade Climbed:
Rock: VD - 6%   S - 9%   VS - 23%    HVS - 14%   E1 - 9%    E2 - 8%   E3 - 5%   E4+ 2% 
Ice: I - 0.5%   II - 3%    III - 14%    IV - 23%    V - 16%   VI - 4%   VII+ - 2.5%
Alpine: PD - 7%   AD - 22%   D - 25%   TD - 20%   ED - 8%  

Do you  attend AC event s?  
%ages           Of ten     Occasionally         Never

Climbing                    2               18.5                  70
Alpine Meets              3               19                     68
London Lectures        8                44                    40
Northern Lectures    6.5               18.5                  70
Dinners                   6.5                34.5                 55
AC Exhibitions         6.5                36                    54
Symposia                7                   36                    57 

How import ant are AC services to you?
%ages                             Import ant       Not import ant

London Club house                53                      42
London Lectures                    49                      46
Regional Lectures                  40                       56
Symposia                              49                       59    
Club Dinners                          35                      56
Climbing meets (UK)              30                       60                  

"           "       (Alpine)        38                       57
"            "       (Gt.Ranges) 23                       62

AC Journal                            90                        7
AC Newsletter                        87                        9
AC Guidebooks                      68                       21
AC Library                             68                       29      
AC Bunkhouse                       31                       62  

Club Communication: Are you happy with:-
Yes         

Newsletter                          52%               
Emailed newsletter              14%
Posted event notification      25%
Emailed   "             "            22% 
Website   "             "            11%
Text message                       2% What should the club spend it's resources on? (%ages)

Import  Maybe  Not imp
Climbing Meets              39       30         12
Club House                    45       26        13
Events (eg Kendal FF)    10       23         37        
Library                            65      16          5
Membership benefits       40       25         12
Publications                    60       23          5
Social events                  26       40         28
Symposia                       38       38         20  
Out-of-town activities       23       36         32
Expedition sponsorship    25       28         40

Library
The library received overwhelming support (85%-v.imp, 15%-imp.) when asked if it was important with 78% thinking it
was best situated in London (22% against.) 45% of sample said that they used the Library yearly, 7%-monthly, 3% -
weekly.
BMC: Nearly everyone knew of the BMC per capita club charge (85%) but opinion was split as to whether that was
acceptable. (52.5%-for, 47.5%-against.)

Fees: nearly everyone thought the fees were about right (90%) but it was split (51.5%-for, 48.5%-against) as to whether
members would pay more for more services.
Bunkhouse: only 11.5% used it with  88.5% not convinced!
Trends: as expected, the more members climbed the more they wanted increased publications, meets, symposia etc.
Not surprisingly the older members (over 60's) wanted less activities from the Club. However nobody (except 51-60's)
wanted more social events!

These result s only reflect a proportion of the
information that was gained about membership
attitudes towards the Club and it s present and
future activities.
If you would like more information please cont act
Trevor Clarke trevor@aha-lt d.co.uk for his itemi -
sation of the result s.
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QUESTIONAIRE RESPONSES

Some Members Comment s:-
- What the club should be doing and what I need are quite different due to age.
- AC Contributes greatly to information exchange, library guidebooks and symposia all excellent. Journal is a lost opportunity. 

Lacks authority compared to AAJ. Covering major British activity throughout the year would be a great improvement. At pre
sent it does not even cover significant achievements by AC members

- Is BMC affiliation charge necessary as most people become individually via a club. Consider lectures other than London or
Northern.

- I really do appreciate all that AC membership has provided - inspiring lectures, high quality journal, generous support for
the MEF and above all many freindships forged on alpine climbs and long expeditions over the last 50 years.

- My hesitate in joining a meet where experience and competance of others is much higher than mine.
- I do not like the glossy newsletter - too expensive.  I preferred the old type of newsletter - simpler and clearer.  Where is printed
address list?

- Having retired due to heart problems I now only walk.  I continue my subscriptions since I am fond of what the AC does.
- Easier access to library by central relocation, long term attention to archives is needed.
- AC shoud try and understand why we climb - no other adventure club in the world has greater responsibilities or traditions - time

resources and commitment should be put to the subject.
- Annual insurance for alpinsm & ski mtrg of the ‘carte neige’ variety would be really useful to benefit members who have several 

trips a year a year.
- Living in Scotland it is hard to get to much AC stuff.  Symposia very good, would like more northern venues.
- I think the AC should maintain its elitist position.  I believe the marketing side needs development as there is huge potencial in this 

field.  
- Promounced London bias, even allowing for the differenctial fees this needs to be addressed.
- I would come to the club for lectures if only it were easier access for out of London members. 
- I always have felt it to be a great honor to belong to the AC.
- I will pay subs whatever they would be unless they went through the roof.
- Why don't I get reciprical rights with the Canadian Alpine Club?
- I think the AC does a good job in preserving the written photo artistic culture of mountaineering through its library journals and sym

posia.  Northern lectures dinners symposia to appeal to those outisde london are very commendable.   BMC affliation fee should be
stopped ASAP.

- Misses out on sun rock on types of climbing.  Popular with my contempories.  Meets in S Europe welcomed.
- Better facilities for country members in club house for occasional London visits.
- Keep supporting leading edge climbers - essential.
- The club should be more centrally based in Britain, all costs would be cheaper for all involved and more accessable.
- It is very important that the club welcomes mountaineers of all standards not simply the super experts.
- The club did boundless service in producing alpine guidebooks, is there scope for the greater ranges.  The HQ should be as good 

as we can afford as it is a strong focal point.
- I was concerned by a rumour that the club was considering producing translations of SAC guides - we should serve British climbing

by producing our own.
- Ski Mountaineering guidebook,please.
- Have you throught of an appeal - perhaps an exped fund for aspirant level expeditions, the AMA has a fund for aspirants and it 

works well as a pull for aspirants.
- The world changes and the AC must change too.
- Move out of London, buy a big house in Wales and set up the finest mountaineering heritage centre in the world with library, art 

gallery, meeting and exhibition center, and with a large alpine style bunk house.  To move forward the club must move out of  
London and me more accessable and less elitest.

- Need club hut in Britain or the Alps. It would be a great focus, it could house a basic library.
- Excellent new format newletter.
- Sell London HQ buy cheaper regional HQ.  Invest in huts in the alps. Encourage younger members try cutting fees, look to future.
- I think the library is badly housed and along with the lecture hall should have priority over everything else for space.
- Modern day mountaineering has changed and evolved. I would like to see the club harnessing this change and being at the fore

front.
- Ensure that AC officiers members continue to play a key role in the admin of British mountaineering amd UK Sport council. 
- Direct debit is taken in December and the sticker is received in Jan/Feb. I thus miss the use of my card for one month at a 

time when I frequently use CAF huts.         
- Do all it better and systematically improve the HQ.  To this list to make it an obvious hall of fame for all our great alpinists and

alpine achievements.  Our shop window.
- I am an aspirant member but a past injury means that I cannot really climb - I would prefer associate membership keep looking for 

young members.
- Still feel very involved despite not climbing, not living in the UK and being 81.
- lowland Scotland lectures would be nice.
- I like the newsletter, Shapwell dinnier was a goody.
- Living in Aberdeen I feel strongly that the club base should be in London.  Annual dinner in lakes was great northern lectures 

should include Manchester /Leeds, make it easy to book bunkhouse.
- For a country member Charlotte road is impossible to get to.
- Appreciate recent efforts to revitalise the club, enjoy membership.
- You have a past, you are not only for young members, all aspects are important.
- I would pay more for alpine base and UK huts,. Move HQ to Peak.
- Applaud the improved newsletter.
- Journal format is tired. Library asborbs too much rseources although I support retaining it .Newsletter is very good.
- Insurance similar to Austria AC would swell ranks.
- AC should be taking the lead as the UK's voice on mountaineering.
- Like the AMI the AC keeps me up todate, suggest monthly climbing locations around the UK.
- Why do we need to fund the BMC?
- Museum type room in London to show history of club.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Oct 2004 AC Meet to Provence
The October weather may not have been typical for Provence, but what

a great place to escape the deluge that much of Britain experienced nonethe-
less!  Through Martin Scott's hospitality a
host of classic climbs were accomplished
on the 8 km south face of Mont St
Victoire, many recorded on film by
Lindsay as he paraded around the crags
snapping all and sundry like a paparazzi.
He probably missed the bit where Bill
inadvertently acquired a karabiner belong-
ing to an adjacent female climber, however,
and he clearly could not have captured
Henry's continuous quest for a 5a lead.  

Some were clearly more motivated to
climb than others.  Phil and Jonty missed
few opportunities; even braving the Aix
rush hour to climb on the day of arrival.
Others took life more leisurely by making
the most of Martin's well-stocked wine cel-
lar.  The flow of alcohol at Maison Scott is
clearly legendary, since even a local friend
remarked that he rarely drunk anything when
Martin was elsewhere.
Another of the Provence attractions are

the fjord-like inlets of the Calanques, which we firmly had on our climbing itin-
erary.  It may have been too cool to attract the sunbathing beauties that normally
frequent this area, but several intrepid members braved the sea all the same.  
Aix has more to offer than climbing; there is Decathlon, the well-known out-

door retailer, which we seemed to visit often.  Derek rarely left without a pur-
chase (snow-shoes in Aix?) and Phil's pursuit of ladies underwear took some
explaining.  We only half believed his excuse that it was simply to protect his
modesty in mountain huts!

We thank Martin for organising this unique meet and hope that our behav-
iour was such that we get another invitation next year. Derek Buckle

Derek Buckle in action

Kangchenjunga
Exhibition

An exhibition of photographs, paintings
and prints of the celebrated Himalayan

mountain Kangchenjunga will take place
in the Alpine Club gallery later this year
to coincide with the 50th anniversary of
the first ascents in May 1955 by a team

of British climbers. 
The exhibition and accompanying cat-

alogue will survey the history of
Kangchenjunga as a pictorial and liter-
ary subject and examine the differing
ways in which it has been seen and
interpreted by British and European

artists, photographers, mountaineers,
poets, authors and travel-writers over
the period c1848-2004. The third high-
est mountain in the world has been a
topographical feature to be sketched,
mapped and surveyed; it has been

seen as an emblem of colonial posses-
sion; later an embodiment of the sub-

lime, a picturesque motif, a moun-
taineering challenge, a peak conquered

but left un-trodden; and recurrently
throughout all of these, a sacred moun-
tain and symbol of spirituality.  Added to

all of these ways of seeing
Kangchenjunga is the significance of

the mountain to the Nepalese and
Sikkimese people who live in its shad-
ow, and to whom the mountain is sym-
bolically the residence of a god. Many

have been captivated by
Kangchenjunga's magnificence, its tran-
sient and ethereal qualities, hovering, or
so it seems, above the clouds, half-hid-
den and indeed sometimes even mis-

taken for a cloud. As a subject
Kangchenjunga has an important place,
not only in the history of British moun-
taineering, but also within the sublime
and romantic traditions of British and

European art. 

The exhibition, curated by Simon Pierse, has been
jointly organized by the Alpine Club and The

University of W ales.  

Exhibition Dates: 
Tuesday 10th May  - Friday 10th June 2005

Kangchenjunga from Sandakphu (date unknown)
© Das Studio, Darjeeling
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Dat e '05 Loc at ion Venue Co-ord inat or Not es Type Num bers

10-18 Jan    Europe - It aly   Cogne            Francoise Call        Ice climbing         Min qual * limited

5-6 Feb       UK - Scotland Lagganmore Rupert Hoare Social, climbing     Open£10 deposit         16
Potteries Bunkhouse 

5-20 Mar     Int'l - Canada Canmore,       Dave W ynne-Jones      Ice climbing Min qual                      6-9 **
AC of Canada Lodge                         Ski T ouring             £100 deposit

Apr 05  UK - N Wales TBC Vacancy Climbing Open 5-12
new members meet                                                    W alking

7-8 May     UK- Peaks Carlswark Cott age  Steve Hunt        Climbing, walking Open                        5-15
Dinner & meet 
the Committee

Spring      EU-Intl - Norway/Canada TBC TBC Moutaineering Min qual ?

June         Intl - S America Expedition TBC Steve Hunt            Mount aineering Min qual/Deposit ?

Jul-Aug    Intl - Expedition TBC Vacancy Mount aineering Min qual               ?

23/7-3/8    Europe CH  Vicosoprano M Pinney Mount aineering Open/Joint meet Open
Bregaglia                                        J Whitehead           Cragging              ABMSAC/CC/FRCC           
AC Alpine Meet                               S Hunt                    W alking

Sep  Europe TBC               Vacancy Rock climbing  Open ?
New Rock

Sep   Europe - France Aix-en- Provence     Martin Scott Cragging Open 8 initially

Sep  UK - Lakes Langdale  Jeremy Whitehead   Climbing, walking  Open 12M 6F

Oct  UK- Lakes Patterdale   Mike Pinney Climbing, walking  Open 30
Alps Reunion 

Nov  UK - Training course N Wales  Vacancy Mount ain rescue *** Min Qual                    8-16

& 1st aid

Oct  Intl - expedition TBC Vacancy Mount aineering, expedition Min qual           ?

Christmas  Intl - Kenya TBA TBA Open 8

Notes
* Some trips may have a minimum qualification requirement, which is agreed by the co-ordinator and the Meet

Secretary. Deposits from participants are usually required.
** Minimum and maximum numbers  for the trip to go ahead.
*** The intention is to organise a course of interest to the AC members every year. These will vary from year to

year, though the Mountain First Aid course will probably be a more regular feature. Other courses could include 'new
technology and how to use it', 'mountain medicine', ' geology for the mountaineer' or 'a 100 things to do when stuck in a
tent sitting out the storm'.

AC 2005 MEETS

Meets
The full meet diary for 2005 is now also available on the web. Click on the link at the top of the 'Meets' page, and it will

lead you to the new Diary page which has a list of all the meets planned for 2005. 
There are still a couple of vacancies left for meet co-ordinators, please do have a look and call Toto if you want to vol-
unteer or have any new ideas for meets. The diary will be updated on the web from time to time. Toto Gronlund 01202

668843; toto.high@ntlworld.com
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MEMBERS ACTIVITIES

'Feel  t he Forst '  (Redisc over ing t he Dolom i t es)
So you also love big multi-pitch routes - a real adventure day out on the mountain not just a local crag. Pitch after pitch of exquisite

moves, gradually making your way through majestic rock architecture via the occasional piece of bygone protection that's indicates
the previous passage of so many hands and feet in search of the next belay.
Add to this the gentle tinkle of roaming herd bells over lush green, flower scattered alpine meadows far below you. The odd vanilla

cloud set against a cobalt blue sky around you and the solitude of your route probably established 75 years ago and you will probably
find yourself in Northern Italy on one of the many limestone towers loom-
ing over their modern day ski resorts. 

Since the formation of my branding business and arrival of a young
family, my alpine journey has in the past few years crossed from the
snowy routes of further north to the steep sun kissed faces of the

Dolomites. Initially it had
been a trip to gather the
sternest Via Ferrata routes
with novice climbers in
2001, that had opened my
eyes to the jagged horizon
of peaks herein. These WW

1 iron ways had also suggested the topography of their rock walls, which at first appear
vertical and unforgiving but infact are strewn with ledges, aretes and gullies.

Therefore I have returned each summer since, discovering the many pocketed ranges
of  mountains from the mighty Tre Cime di Lavaredo and forgotten Cadinspitzen in the east to the orange and central Tofana group
overlooking Cortina. Further west there is the king sized glacial Marmolada and close by, the much visited Sellajoch with its infamous
3 towers. 

However, popular with neighbouring Austrian, German and Slovenian climbers, we have found these areas to be devoid of UK visi-
tors compared with other alpine ranges. The general lack of English guidebook or magazine coverage, coupled with a reputation for
loose rock and hazardous descents, I understand have lost the Dolomite climbing much favour on our isle, whilst their Via Ferrata's
have seen a major resurgence in more recent years. Where else we so often ask can you recuperate après-climb with such a great
local brew as Forst, while the sun sets across your days route, as you await the delights of fresh pasta and pizza emblazoned with
yet another local delicacy- speck ham.

It is fair to say that in most part, the climbs here are far from demanding by todays standard. Any modest VS climber with sound
alpine experience and the ability to move quickly over ground with minimum protection, apart from the in-situ pegs and plentiful natur-
al threads will be in their element. Treading in the footholds of legends such as Comici, Dibona, Trenker, Preuss and Dimai is a plea-
sure, whose capability to unlock passages through these peaks is quite breathtaking. Each line is rarely without its notorious crux
pitch which all too often keeps you wondering for the majority of the ascent until its arrival, when it does  however often at the point of
no return, infact it is quite amenable by contrast. That said sticky soles and advanced protection must downgrade the passage of
what was surely first done solo, in nailed boots, hauling hemp rope while sucking on a well primed pipe.

Only this past summer, we set ourselves the task of being based out west in the
lush green Di Fassa valley and duely created a tick list upon the peaks above us. The likes of the awesome Sassolungo,the fortress
like Grohmanspitze and between them the five fingered Cinque della Dita command a majestic horizon from the Val Gardena and
Sella passes, yet in reality they are so little visited in comparison to the nearby Sella Towers. Each day proved to be a classic, a day
worthy of a single trip alone - the routes ever enchanting, steep faces with pocketed holds, delicate airy traverses avoiding the major
hurdles above and juggy cracks and chimneys always bringing you to welcome summits for a snack prior to the customary abseil and
downclimbed descents.

So this winter whilst you paw over your library of possibilities for your next alpine summer, think about the delights of your favourite
limestone crag and if only it was 15+ pitches in height, set in an alpine sun baked rock garden and without the swarms of other
climbers upon it. Appealing? Well take a trip back to the Dolomites and let your dreams rekindle themselves like it has for me. But
remember not to tell too many and as we like to say ensure you feel the Forst and always respect the speck!   Craig Cook

Craig Cook on the crux
Mantrap pitch of the
Grohmanspitze

Grohmanspitze, Cinque della Dit a and
the Sassolunga above the Sellajoch
Rifugio.

Craig celebrat -
ing the ‘Forst’
in the Dit a Hut
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Chamonix is becoming a bit of a home from home now and
Fylde Mountaineeering club mate Chris Thistlethwaite and I always
find something to climb whatever the weather though often have to
venture a little further out of the valley on the wettest days. We just
fitted in a 12 pitch route on the Pouce and a 7 pitch on the Tour des
Crouches after a run of wet weather last year and hoped for a better
start to the week this year .The forecast from the UK looked awful
but we were pleased to note a better forecast at the guides bureau
and headed for the Mirroir D'Argentine close to a village called
Solalex in the Lausanne area of Switzerland.. This is a 450m slab
which  Victor Saunders recommended to us when we met him on
the Amone slab the previous year. The Remy brothers developed
many of the routes of which there are over ten from VS to E4 or so.
We chose the "Direct", a 14 pitch HVS 5a which seemed to follow a
good-looking line. The guidebook said the bolts were decent but that
a selection of rocks and friends would be helpful though we didn't
use them much and will take 50% less when we go back. The pitch-
es were 3a 4a,5a,4a,5a,4a,5a,4a,4c,4a,5a,5a,5a,4b and a bit of
thought enabled Chris and I to switch leads and climb quickly. The
crux on the first half of the climb was rather wet and pushed the
grade up to5b and caused Chris to fall off once when he seconded
the pitch. We met up with a guide from the ISM school in Leysin and
his clients higher up as they had bypassed the first half as they
thought it would be too wet though as a result they missed some
excellent climbing. Surprisingly the sun never hit the face while we
were on it although it was a blue-sky day. Chris was particularly
pleased with his lead of one of the top 5a pitches as it looked steep
and the bolts looked rather spaced out. To set the seal on an excel-
lent day we stopped off at the little mountain hamlet of Anzeindaz
during the walk off and had a beer. Later that week we did Mani
Puliti (150m 5b) and Nez Rouge (150m 5b) on the Aiguille De La Gliere on the same day with descent by abseil. We had to choose
routes close to the index telepherique as I had developed achilles tendinitis and had to take two rest days off prior to this on two
thankfully wet days to ice strap and rest the ankle, though I could still belay Chris on the local crags. Our final route was the excellent
Asia (250m F 5C+) on La Grande Floria. We had a few international rescue type moments on this route, which added to the enter-
tainment. As we walked up to the route a biggish boulder moved on a loose slope ahead of us and wedged a rather tearful female
climber who thus needed a minor extraction. Then just as we were gearing up the second in the party ahead fell off and with rope
stretch landed on my back! Damned foreigners! The crux was in fact in the first 10m and Chris had to use one point of aid though
might well have made it but for a lack of chalk and all the mini dramas which were rather a distraction. During the abseil descent a
rather charming blond Italian lady got a bit nervous and kept hanging on to Chris and I and we sorted out the stances and ropes for
her. How trying!!(not). There was no time for anything else now as Easyjet beckoned As Chris and I seem to be climbing fairly well
and quickly on the longer routes we may go over to the Mont Blanc side next year and try one of the classic pillars, but there is still a
lot of excellent safe rock left forus to do in the Aiguilles Rouge. The French route on the Pouce looks particularly good. As a final point
could I point out to any sceptics who cruelly remind us of our late night epics on Zero and South Post that we climbed within guide-
book times and always got down with plenty of daylight left! (so there!)
Adrian Clifford

Cham onix  t r ip  
Sept  04 

MEMBERS ACTIVITIES

Chris on one of the upper pitch -
es of the Direct on the Mirroir

Fancy a trip to ski tour in  Ant arc t ic a?
We are looking for up to 3 people to join us on a  6 week yacht based ski touring

trip to Ant arctica commencing January 5th 2006? My wife and I have chartered a 54
foot yacht for this period which come pre-equipped with a professional skipper and mate

and has sp ace for up to 6 members.
Simon and Sal ly  Curr in

33 Blackfriars, Shrewsbury SY1 2BA
or Pinfold, Hyssington, Montgomery , Powys SY15 6A Y

Mobile: ++44 777 5778041
Home: ++44 1743 351664

Work: ++44 1588 620614 or ++441686 668217
Email: Simon@medex.org.uk
Website: www .medex.org.uk
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ANNUAL DINNER

Mick Coffey shocked at  Charlie Clark’ s
attire!

Alex Pasteur and Bill Norton

Jerry Lovatt hiding from the
paparazzi with T oto Grunland!

Stephen
Venables waited
on by the guest
speakers at the
symposium,
Nick Bullock
and Simon
Yates.

Happy Phil W ickens
with friend.

Bill Thurston relieved and
emotional that the
Symposium is finally over .

‘How many hard rock routes have
you done then?’ Will Hurford
with Derek W alker

A happy t able of distinguished international guest s.
(C/W) Stefano T irinzoni (Cai), Juan Ibanez Martin
(Sp), Dik van der Belle (BAC), Marck van de W alle
(BAC), Claire Bond (BMC), Francois
Grosgean(FFMC)

Not yet on t able No1! S tephen Venables with Carlos
Buhler and Phil Bartlett

Mrs Yates and a possible future member .

Stephen Gould with p art time ACL
archivist Margaret Pope

The Ann ual A C
Dinner 2004

John Porter
worrying
what the cap -
tion on his
photo will be!
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ANNUAL DINNER

Equipment moguls make peace!
Mark Vallance with Yvon
Chouinard

Would you buy a magazine from this
man?The elegant Bernard Newman
from Climber . 

Eric Langmuir and comp anions!

Don’t forget to tip the
waiter! Our new VP
Richard Morgan moon -
lighting to save the club
money!

George trying to remember
who he is!

Who is selling what to whom?
Yvon Chouinard under pressure
from John Porter!

Wow! Marjorie Mortimer ,
Margaret Pope, Sally
Turnbull and Jan Newman

Smiler being Smiler! with a long suffering Mrs Coffey and
Jancis Baldock. 

When the wifes’ away(behind
you!) Mike Mortimer and
Angela Soper

A brilliant dinner! Sally T urnbull with Mike &
Marj Mortimer and Margaret Pope. 

Believe us, we’re
President s! Alan
Blackshaw and 
Mark Vallance.

John Slee-Smith and
Lindsay Griffin t alking shop.

Ronnie Faux with Ian &
Julie Thomp son

Stephen Goodwin with the
man who made the AC dinner
popular -p ast president Doug
Scott

Smiler
doing
what he
does best
with Pete
Holden

Derek Walker shar -
ing his ‘youth

serum’ with Dave
Robert s!

Dave ’the Laugh’ Parsons
hobnobbing with the Pres!



Page 14

SOUTH AMERICA SYMPOSIUM REVIEW

Andes Sym posium
Once again combining the Annual Symposium with the Annual

Dinner provided a winning combination for the Club, with around 100 Members and guests attending the 2004 Andes Symposium.
With Stephen Venables presiding, the event kicked off with an Andean overview presented by John Biggar, the author of the sole
guide covering all of the major climbing areas of South America.  John also provided a series of useful maps and copies of his com-
prehensive guide for those interested in visiting the Andes.  Nick Bullock then described some audacious climbing in the Quitaraju
area of Peru, where the minimalist approach seemed to take on a new dimension.  Food was clearly seen as a luxury on these multi
day routes, and Nick was substantially thinner on his return!  

Jose Carmarlinghi, a local guide, then reviewed mountaineering opportunities in his native Bolivia; covering the Cordilleras Real,
Apolabamba, Quimsa Cruz, Occidental and Lipez.  Well known to several members of the AC, Jose painted an irresistible picture of
Bolivian mountains and culture.  He also brought with him copies of a definitive climbing guide to Bolivia compiled by a local climber.
The next speaker was Anne Arran, who with her husband John has made some impressive first ascents on big unclimbed walls in
Venezuela.  Anne focused particularly on Cerro Autana and Acupan Tepui where steep or overhanging rock can be found in abun-
dance.  

The next speaker was Carlos Buhler, one of North America's outstanding climbers who is well known to the AC.  Carlos spoke
about some of his significant climbs in South America, particularly on the north faces of Huascuran Sur and Norte in Peru,
Aconcagua's South Face and on Cerro Torre's south-east Compressor Route in Patagonia.  The final speaker was Simon Yates who
described his ascents in the inaccessible Darwin Range of Chilean Tierra del Fuego after sailing into the area with Celia Bull.  By his
own admission Simon knew little about sailing boats before the trip but a quick dinghy course seemed to be adequate preparation for
the undertaking.

The Symposium was concluded with an open forum comprising all of the speakers, and chaired by Stephen Venables.  A raffle
sponsored by Patagonia raised £223 in aid of the Lake District Mountain Rescue Teams.  Derek Buckle

Jeff Lowe with S tephen V enables Stephen with Carlos Buhler and Alan
Blackshaw

Happy Chap s! Bill Thurston, Jerry Lovatt, BMC
Chairman Mark V allance and AC Secret ary Martin Scott

William Newsome enjoying
the Symposium with Dick
Turnbull

This  is  YOUR Library!
In keeping with the publicity for a Climbing Fund elsewhere in this Newsletter, some Club members at our last AGM and within the AC

Committee have said they would like to see a more 'modern' AC Library with current guidebooks, maps, expedition reports and climbing
magazines available for consultation. The Library does in fact take over 30 periodicals, all the MEF expedition reports, and the
Himalayan Index abstracts the latest reports of climbs from the Alpine, American Alpine and Himalayan Journals. 

In the past, maps of climbing areas and current guidebooks have not been a priority, partly because AC members can consult the
extensive map library at the RGS (which until recently received a government grant) and it was thought that many members preferred to
buy their own guidebooks. However, if there is real interest and demand by members, the Library could certainly devote a proportion of
the income from sale of surplus books towards acquiring guidebooks and maps of the popular climbing areas but, with limited resources,
we would have to prioritise. So we need and would welcome your quite specific recommendations as to what you want. Please get in
touch with either Jerry Lovatt or our Librarian Yvonne Sibbald (contact addresses in the Handbook). We would also love to be able to
make much more space available to readers and researchers, but both the Club and the Library have to live within their means!
George Band
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BRETTON MOUNTAINEERING LITERATURE FESTIVAL

The 18th International Festival of
Mount aineering Literature at the University of
Leeds, Bretton Hall Campus, 16th April 2005.

Greg Child (US), Chris Jones (US), Bob Marshall (Aus), plus Summers, Entwistle, Perrin and
Sale discuss 'Whose History?' Det ails at www .festivalofmount aineeringliterature.co.uk

'WHOSE HISTORY?'
In recent years a number of books have appeared that have given us a different version of the history of famous climbs from

the stories with which we have become familiar. For this year's Festival we bring together writers from the USA, Australia and Britain
who have been re-examining popular myths in mountaineering history. Desio's Ascent of K2, Diemberger's Summits and Secrets and
Whillans and Ormerod's Don Whillans: Portrait of a Mountaineer, for example, have all played a part in mythmaking in the UK and
each of these books is challenged by our speakers as new information has come to light, some of it only very recently.  

Chris Jones is an Englishman who moved to California as a young climber and promptly took part in historic first ascents
with the leading American players. He has just celebrated the thirtieth anniversary of his first ascent with George Lowe of the North
Face of Canada's North Twin, a route that has only been repeated twice. In 1976 he wrote what remains the indispensable history of
Climbing in North America. Lately he has been realising that much of this history might actually be a history of European climbers. In
a rare visit to the UK, Chris will launch this year's theme with his talk on 'US Climbing - Whose History?'

Kaydee Summers is a young ice-climber from Utah and a former student of Mikel Vause at Weber University who often
attends the Festival. With the aid of the Paul Nunn Fellowship Kaydee is researching women's mountaineering writing for a PhD at
the University of Leeds. Among her discoveries are women who used their climbs and their writing in support of suffrage, emancipa-
tion and future women climbers at the turn of the century. Many women, however, remain invisible in climbing histories. Kaydee will
be talking about the issue of the 'visibility' of women in climbing culture.

The character of Millican Dalton, the self-styled 'Professor of Adventure' who lived in a cave in Borrowdale, has been a part of climbing folklore
since the historian Alan Hankinson first drew attention to him. But his reputation for eccentricity has tended to overshadow his climbing record. In a new
biography, Millican Dalton: A Search for Romance and Freedom, Matthew Entwistle makes a claim for his climbing and his philosophy to be taken
more seriously. Illustrated by entertaining archive photographs, Matthew will attempt to correct the balance.

We have been waiting a long time for Jim Perrin's biography of Don Whillans and doubtless by the time of the Festival most of the audi-
ence will have read it (publication date 1st Feb). So was his affectionate nickname actually seriously justified? Has Jim managed to balance the myth
with all of the realities? And what of the experience of writing this biography among so many living memories and myths? A panel of reviewers have
been asked to lead the discussion of this much-awaited book: fiercely independent reader Gordon S tainforth, Jan Levi who is working on a biography
of Mabel Barker, Derek Walker who knew Don well and Greg Child who was on two expeditions with Don.

Richard Sale realised that our only knowledge in the UK about the ground-breaking first ascent of Broad Peak was from
Kurt Diemberger's Summits and Secrets. Sale's research into the diaries of the other team members revealed a rather different story.
The result is his book Broad Peak which is published by his friend in order to elude the control that Diemberger tries to exercise over
this history with threats of lawsuits. There is a remarkable publishing background to Richard Sale's carefully researched attempt to get
to the truth of this significant history that very much involved two other Austrians as well as Diemberger and Buhl.

When Walter Bonatti came to the Festival two years ago he gave an impressive and dignified lecture that avoided any mention of the rancour
over the Italian first ascent of K2 which has blighted his later life. Robert Marshall is Bonatti's friend, translator and advocate, who put together The
Mountains of My Life (2001) in which he tried to show that Desio's account was false and that the Italians had never told the truth about the expedition.
Recently, new evidence has been given by Campagnoni which explains much of the mystery. Robert Marshall is coming from Australia for the Festival
to help us understand whose history of this expedition we should believe.

This Festival should provide lively discussion around its theme and time is being given for rigorous engagement with a panel of Festival
speakers at the end of the afternoon.

On behalf of the chair of the judges, Eric Major , Steve Dean will deliver this year's Boardman Tasker judgement for discussion. Ian Smith
will announce this year's winner of the Festival/Climb writing competition and read the winning entry. 

The climax of the day will be a lecture from Greg Child about the amazing task he faced as a writer in getting to the truth of
the story of the kidnapping of Tommy Caldwell, Beth Rodden and two friends from a portaledge on a wall in Kyrgyzstan. Not only
were there different versions of this story from the climbers, their parents, government troops and the kidnappers who videoed them-
selves, but at one point there were accusations of a hoax. Finally, Child visited a jail in Kyrgyzstan to interview a kidnapper who
Caldwell believed he had killed. This story is the ultimate challenge to a superb writer who had to decide whose history to put in print.

As ever, Jarvis Books will be displaying books for signing and for browsing. Ring Grant and Val Jarvis ahead with any
requests on their new number 01433 631951 (www.mountainbooks.co.uk). Book signings will include The Joy of Climbing, together
with other surprise books and authors.
Ticket s are £25.00 from T erry Gifford, 56 Conduit Rd, Sheffield, S10 1EW , UK, payable to 'Festival of Mount aineering
Literature'. For further enquiries email: terry@gifford9.wanadoo.co.uk or phone T erry Gifford, on 0143 266 8813 af ter 27 Feb.
Fax: 0113 343 9148. The programme and booking form are on our website: www .festivalofmount aineeringliterature.co.uk.
Ticket s will be mailed out in March. 
Terry Gifford



K ing of  Mount a ins
Geoff Cohen and I had separately wanted to visit West

Sichuan for a long time and when we met on the
Greenland coastal mountains in 2002 (the AC/ACG meet)
we determined to try to fix something up.

Two years later saw us meet up again in Chengdu, the
capital of Sichuan, together with Dick Isherwood and Bill
Thurston.  In the few years since our first ideas and whilst
we were dithering, Sichuan had become a desirable hot
spot for mountaineers, thanks to other members' activities
- in particular Tom Nakamura's informative and beautiful
book and Mick Fowler's Piolet d'Or route on Siguniang.

Dick rather fancied this photo of Haizi Shan from Tom's
book.  It is called by the Tibetans Ja-Ra or King of
Mountains as it dominates the main trading route.

However, I thought that it might be OK for Dick, but it
looked rather hard to me - Dick persisted and found this
photo also from Tom taken from the other side which
seemed a lot more reasonable.

From Chengdu, we drove west past Siguniang and set
up base camp below the SE face in an area well populat-
ed by Tibetans who were searching for the much-prized
caterpillar fungus.

There was far more snow than we had expected and
with great effort we ploughed our way up the mountain
through appalling deep snow and thick rhododendrons to
set up camps 1, 2 and then after going down for more
supplies in bad weather, a camp 3 at about 5200m on the
bottom lip of a crevasse. 

The following day, Geoff, who had been usually last and
complaining of unfitness, surged ahead and had us up the
steep slope in the dark and onto the ridge at daybreak for
magnificent views of Minya Konka and other peaks of the
Da Xue Shan.  We progressed on along the ridge with
spectacular views; Bill and I turned back below the North
Summit whilst Geoff and Dick continued over the North
Summit and on towards the main summit. 
Moving along the ridge

In Geoff's words "having soloed this far we roped up for the first of two
icy steps, guarded at its base by a suspiciously gaping hole.  The
weather was now indifferent and our pace even more so.  It was clear
that thought we were less than 200m from the summit, the narrow, icy
ridge with another 30m step, would take quite some time and we reluc-
tantly abandoned the ascent."
Bill and I were by now back at Camp 3 and very glad to see them
return not long before dark.  I won't go into the awfulness of the next
day's laden return through melting snow and rhododendrons back to
base camp.

With thanks to the MEF & BMC for support           Martin Scott
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MEMBERS ACTIVITIES

Looking down on Dick Isherwood below the N summit

Main Summit of Haizi Shan

Chicken Heads!! 



Page 17

MEMBERS ACTIVITIES / NEW MEMBERS

Moving along the ridge

Dick Isherwood again!

A spect acular shrine below the mount ain

The team before the mount ain

New Members: January 2005

Promotion to Full Member
Craig Cook (details as in handbook)

Full members
Alister Renton; British;  Occupation: Electronics Engineer; Proposed by David Smith and seconded by Glyn Hughes

6 Morton terrace, Ingleton via Carnforth, LA6 3BQ
Kenneth Ross; Scottish. Occupation: Student. Proposed by Steve Gould and seconded by Bill Thurston

64 Briarwood Drive, Northwood Hills, Middlesex, HA6 1PW
Aspirant Membership

Jonathan W ickham ; British; Occupation: Student; Proposed by  Alison Stockwell and seconded by George Band
The Chalet; 28 Kings Road, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks; HP8 4HS

Ian Heginbotham; Britsh; Occupation: Rope Access Worker. Proposed by Paul Brathwaite and seconded by Doug
Scott 8 Corbett Way, Denshaw, Oldham. 

Associate of the Alpine Club
Reverend Christopher Carson; Minister; Proposed by Bill Thurston

The Rectory, 5a Main Street, Dundrum, County Down, BT33 OLY



‘Our  Man in  Cham ’
Greetings from wintry Cham. I thought I would give you an unsystematic and
personalised view of who has been up to what in and around Cham, since the
summer. Apologies to all those doing hard core new routes that I know nothing
about! My sources are largely friends, friends of friends and sketchy rumours. This
is no attempt at a systematic review of events of the last 6 months, more of an
idiosyncratic random review.

The Compagnie de Mont Blanc managed to balls things up big style, by not only
dropping one of the cables of the Aiguille du Midi Telepherique onto the Chamonix
bypass, at 9am one morning in May (narrowly missing decapitating my wife and 3
kids on the way to school), but also in early August during routine maintenance
they managed to crash an empty cabin one evening into the mid-station, putting
the lift out of action until September. This must have cost them several million
Euros, but they should be able to raise that easily enough, by selling a few square
meters of land anywhere from Servoz to Vallorcine. It did, however, allow me and

a client to have the highly unusual experience of breaking trail and being the only party on the Cosmiques Arete, on a perfect sunny
August day, due to the difficulty of getting there!

Lack of lift access (most of us lazy) and mixed (ie not infrequently crap) weather in August meant it was hard at times to to be sure
of a decent weather window to get things done. There was however some excellent weather both in July and in September, but fortu-

nately not quite such a severe thermonuclear meltdown, as in
recent summers.  I stuck to fairly standard stuff this summer,
and had the pleasure of being the only party on the North sum-
mit (?slightly higher) of the Aiguille du Tour, and counting a
good 80 people crawling up and down the S summit! I also
enjoyed, in the company of Kenton Cool , a relatively new rock
route, Poeme a Lou, max F6b, on the t South Face of the
Brevent . Approach down and round from the classic Frison
Roche. 4 long pitches of excellent compact (and necessarily
bolted) rock in a magnificent setting, finishing under the top lift
station.  

One person who made the most of any weather going was
Adam Wainwright who did the complete traverse of the
Chamonix Aiguilles, from South to North. Elsewhere he did
the Salbit schen W Rige traverse ( ED1) and the Hopkinson
Spur ( TD) on Mont Collon , near Arolla. Also in Arolla in the
summer was John Evans and Liz Radford. They did West
Ridge of Dent s de Tsailon, Mont Blanc de Cheilon
Traverse ,(as did I, proudly, with my 75 year old father,
Richard), the South-East Ridge of Petite Dent s de Veisivi
and then the South Ridge of Dent Blanche snatched between
two bad weather days.

In September John Harlin III , in the company of Roger
Payne and Julie-Ann Clyma were able to straighten out the
Innominat a Ridge on Mt Blanc, with at least 6 pitches of new
technical rock climbing at altitude. Roger writes: 

"In the record hot summer of 2003 American climbers John
Harlin and Mark Jenkins were visiting the Alps looking for some
unclimbed lines.  Roger Payne suggested they might find the
Innominata Ridge had some potential, that would also be safe
from stonefall.  The pair were pleased to find that between the
classic Innominata Ridge (1909, Courtauld, Oliver and
Aufdenblatten - which moves left in the upper section) and the
Direct Route (1973, Galmiche, Leduc and Agresti - which
moves right) there is a fine looking pillar split by a large corner
system.  From the Eccles bivouac hut Harlin and Jenkins made
an acclimatisation and reconnaissance and on-sight free
climbed the crux of what was to become the 'Super Direct' then
returned to the hut.  A storm stopped them finishing the climb
and in deep snow they had a difficult time to retrieve their
climbing hardware from the top of Pic Eccles.  In September
2004 Harlin returned to the Alps but Jenkins could not.  So,
Harlin invited Julie-Ann Clyma and Roger Payne to join him
and finish the climb" This they managed to the summit, with 1
bivouac, though all were forced to use a small amount of aid,
due to iced up cracks, and 5.11- climbing at altitude. 

After the rockfall of the previous summer, it appears that no significant damage has been done to the Walker S pur on the Grandes
Jorasses , despite a section of the Tour Grises falling off. Several British ascents were made this summer. The classic traverse of the
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Stuart McDonald on
the crux mixed
ground on the Croz
Spur , Grandes
Jorrasses, Oct 2004.
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Drus , however, was found, by an experienced French guide, to have
unjustifiably loose rock now. In the Autumn the mixed lines came in well,
following a very heavy wet snowfall at and above 3000m at the end of
summer. Stuart McDonald was on the scene in October and within the
space of a week managed to do both the Shroud and the Croz Spur on
the N Face of the Grandes Jorasses. The latter route took him less
than 24 hours from the hut. (Earlier, in the summer, he also did the
Grands Montet s Ridge on the Aigulle V erte , in a day from the first
telelpherique -he described it as excellent, with all the steeper, harder
sections on good well protected rock).  The Jorasses saw quite a bit of
attention this Autumn- Neil Brodie, a Scottish guide, living near Cluses,
attempted a probable second ascent the Japanese couloir , and also the
Desmaison route on Pte W alker . He was unlucky with the weather.
Spirited attempts were also made by Dave Hollinger and Jonny Baird
on the Croz in December- not much daylight! The modern classic
McIntyre Colton was successfully climbed by quite a few folk in Nov/
Dec. Rick Marchant and his wife Isabelle Santoire , both Chamonix
based guides, climbed the Alexis variation, with 2 bivouacs on the face,
and Ian Parnell did the original line, the crux section bypassing a large
snow mushroom and being very mixed. Impressively 2 Italians, in mid

December, wrote in the routes book, in
the Office de Haute Montagne, that
they had done the McIntyre Colton in a
day. They left the Leschaux hut at
0130, crossed the schrund at 0400,
were on the summit at 1500, the
Boccalette hut at 1800! Beat that. 

The other great prize that was up for
grabs this autumn was the Grands

Charmoz, N face. It has a reputation for being harder
than its TD grade, and also for having rather elusive
conditions. I have been up there once and had to turn
back due to poor snow conditions, and know another
Chamonix based guide who has had the same experi-
ence on 3 occasions! This autumn, though, it was
Styrofoam neve for the most part. The crux mixed
pitches were at the bottom and the top. According to
Jonny Baird, who climbed it with Mark Charlton , the
pitch grades for these were Scotish V,4 (not much
gear) and V,6/7 (short and well protected, but hard).
They had 2 bivouacs because there is no convenient
hut to approach from. Miles Bright also climbed it with
Azmus Norreslet . All 4 of these are guides, and sev-
eral said it is one the best alpine routes they have
done. It and the Jorasses are probably still in nick, so
out you come on Easyjet.

At time of writing it is very cold and stable weather,
the Chamonix icefalls are coming in, and Cogne is in
good nick. Happy climbing / Bonne grimpe!       John Morgan             

“Jon Morgan is an AC member and FMGA guide based full time in Chamonix and one of the 4 key players in
www.alpine-guides.com He can be cont acted for advice, meeting for beers or guiding via that website, or at my

personal email jon@jon-morgan.com. He welcomes members contributions, for the newsletter , on what they
will have been up to this coming winter/spring- unusual routes, hard routes, new routes, long classic routes

and “character-building experiences” make the most interesting reading. Ski touring t ales welcome too “

N summit of the
Aiguille de T our

© G.Vallot/Glenat Presse

Innominat a Ridge,
Mont Blanc

The Harlin variation on the
Innominat a Ridge, Mont Blanc.



Don’t forget to visit the AC website:

www.alpine-club.org.uk
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June Newsletter 
Deadline

May 21st  2005 
Please continue to send me your
climbs, experi ences,  opinions, letters

-anything!  Please!! 
Send to: 

Dick Turnbull,
Cabrachan, Sir W illiam Hill Rd,

Grindleford,
Hope Valley,

S32 2HS
Tel: 01433-630970

Email:
newsletter@

alpine-
club.org.uk

‘I would appreciate receiving printed
matter (and photos) by email or on CD
disk (NOT FLOPPY’ s) as that saves me

from having to laboriously re-type
everything in order to get it into the

newsletter . Thanks.’ Ed.

Discounted Guide Books
The following is the full list of the AC guidebooks in print and available.

Dolomites                        £1 1.00        £15.00
Mont Blanc V ol. 1            £11.00        £15.00
Mont Blanc V ol. 2            £11.00        £15.00

+New+ Bernese Oberland          £14.15        £19.50
Bernina and Bregalia      £13.25        £18.50
Valais W est                     £14.15        £19.50
Valais East                      £13.25        £18.50
Ecrins                             £12.50        £17.50

AC,CC, FRCC and SMC guidebooks are available at discounted
prices to AC and ACG members from Cordee, 3a DeMont fort S t, Leicester Le1

7HD.(Please add 1.00p P&P for single copies. T wo or more are post free.)
Also from: www .cordee.co.uk

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE AC OFFICE FOR AC GUIDES ANY MORE!

CC Guides
Southern Sandstone          £10.50         N Devon and Cornwall      £12.00
Clogwyn Du’r Arrdu           £10.13         Ogwen and Carneddau     £13.88
Lliwedd                              £7.50          T remadog                          £10.13 
N Wales Limestone            £3.75           Lundy                               £1 1.25
Pembroke + supplement    £16.88         Into the Blue                      £6.00
Wye Valley                         £11.25         Pembroke Supplement       £2.63
Symonds Yat                       £6.75          West Cornwall                  £14.96

+NEW+ Merionydd     £12.75
Llanberis     £1 1..25

Cheddar & Avon  £15.75

FRCC Guides
Borrowdale 2000               £1 1.25         Gable and Pillar                 £10.50
Buttermere and E. Crags   £10.50         Dow , Duddon and Slate     £10.50
Scafell, W asdale, Eskdale  £10.50         Recent Development s 94/5 £1.00
Recent Development s 95/6 £1.00          Langdale 1999                   £1 1.25
Lakeland Fells                   £1 1.75         Selected Lakes Routes      £14.00

SMC Scottish Guides
Scottish W inter Climbs £13.45/17.95
Highland Outcrop s £12.35/16.50
Arran, Arrochar and Southern Highlands  £1 1.20/14.95
Lowland Outcrop s £10.45/13.95
Ben Nevis £14.95/19.95
North-East Outcrop s £13.85/18.50
The Cairngorms V ol. 1 £9.00/11.95
Northern Highlands V ol. 1 £10.45/13.95
The Cairngorms V ol. 2 £9.00/11.95
Northern Highlands V ol. 2 £10.45/13.95
Glen Coe £13.85/18.50
Skye and the Hebrides £14.95/19.95

Alpine Club Member Ret ail Concessions
Outside at Hathersage A 10% discount is available to AC members, more if you buy lots more!  Not applicable to sale
goods, books, maps and promotional equipment.
Field & T rek Group Sales account established & catalogue with Sheila Harrison.  A/C No 2011986.  Discounts 25%
possible on orders exceeding £200 (ex VAT)
Expedition Supplies Discounts in the order of 20% are available to AC members.  Excludes books & maps.
Stanfords Link to Stanfords added to AC web site that gives access to books and maps.  An 8% refund is provid
ed direct to the AC when maps and books are ordered via this link.
Cotswold Out door a/c No. A2062.  A 15% discount is available on mail order, through web site or in stores quot-
ing the above a/c No.
Needle Sport s at Keswick A 10% discount off most items with larger discounts available on bulk orders.  Not
applicable to maps, books, videos, sale or special offers.
Outdoor Shop - Milton Keynes Purchases up to £100 – 10% discount, £100 and £500 – 15% off, over £500 – 20% off.
Copa - Caernarfon, Gwynedd 15% off non-sale, discounted items & books,maps.Please show  AC Membership card

New issue
dates for the
Newsletter

There will now be only
3 issues of the AC
newsletter per year 
New publication

Dates:
February 15th      

June 15th        
October 31st   


