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Kanchenjunga 8586m First Ascent 25 May 1955
George Band, Joe Brown, John Clegg, Norman Hardie, John Jackson, Tony Streather

-Hinkes climbs Kanchenjunga-
1st Briton to climball 8,000mpeaks
As the newsletter was going to print one of our AC members, Alan Hinkes, became the first Briton to climb all 14 of the

world’s mountains over 8,000m with his timely ascent of Kanchenjunga on  30th  May 2005. Congratulations, Alan!
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CALENDAR / PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

President’s Address

I hope that by the time you read this I will be climbing in the Picos de Europa,
having limbered up at the excellent Derbyshire meet in May. Several good
pieces of news. Our first allocation of money from the Climbing Fund wii hopeful-
ly be the  subsidising the cost of an AC expedition to make first British ascents in
Russia.  (see page 5). Pik Engels and Pik Karl Marx are dramatic and substan-
tial peaks and a worthy aim for the AC. For this year's symposium - on the end-
less unclimbed mountains of Eastern Tibet, Sichuan and Yunnan - we have an
excellent line-up of speakers, including the ubiquitous Fowler and Julie-Ann
Clyma, our star geologist Mike Searle, the world expert on the area Tom
Nakamura (returning for his second visit this year) and my old Wyoming friend
and Outside Magazine columnist, Mark Jenkins. The Rheged Centre near
Penrith has kindly offered its excellent theatre for the symposium and dining

room for the dinner the same day, December 3rd. We hope that Royal Robbins will be guest of honour, but have still to
hear whether he is free that night. The 150th anniversary looms rapidly closer and we need very soon to make plans for
2007. I and other committee members have several ideas, but I would love to hear from other members of the club. So
please send in ideas, particularly if you would be prepared to help implement them! We will need several energetic vol-
unteers to make 2007 a very special year in the club's history.  Steve Venables

Calendar
22- July - 13 Aug 2005 European Alps - joint
AC/ABMSAC/CC Bregaglia, Vico Soprano 

Sept 5-25th: Rowan Huntley: Art Exhibition - Eternal
Landscape at the Electric Mountain, Llanberis

Sept 7-14th: AC/CC Cornwall Meet

Sept 13th: General Meeting: Mike Soldner - Recent
Exploration in Chile.

Sep 16-17th 2005 Lakes Meet, Rawhead, Langdale 

Sept 23-28th: MADIDEA: 3rd Annual Symposium on
Mountains and Diabetics, Colorado.

Sept 27th: Informal Meeting (TBA)

Oct 5th:  Alpine Ski Club  Buffet Supper and Slides.

Oct 11th: Rob Piercy: Art Exhibition Preview - Wales
and Beyond

Oct 11th General Meeting: Julian Freeman Attwood
and Crag Jones - The Island of South Georgia.

Oct 14-21st 2005 , French Meet,  Mt St Victoire

Oct 25th: Informal Meeting (TBA)

November 2005 - First Aid Course N Wales. Nick
Banks. TBC

November 2005 - Geology Walk  N Wales / Lake
District TBA

Nov 8th: Andy Parkin - Creative Climbing, Exhibition
and Lecture. 

Nov 22nd: General Meeting: Andy Cave -  Learning to
Breathe - his new book. 

Dec 3rd: AC Symposium - East of the Himalaya -
Rheged, Cumbria.

Dec 3rd: AC Dinner, Rheged, Cumbria.

AC Meets Info - see Insert for full meets details.
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Venue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage
7.30pm

Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
start at 7.30pm (sharp!), with the

bar opening from 6pm.  The Library
usually stays open until 7pm.

AC Informal Meetings are usually
held in London on the fourth

Tuesday in the month from January
to June and in September and

November.  A visiting speaker may
be arranged otherwise members

are invited to entertain one another
with say 10 pictures and a short
account of their recent exploits.

NORTHERN LECTURES

LONDON MEETINGS LONDON MEETINGS

The Himalayan
Index

We are looking for members' sug-
gestions for improvement of the
Club's website version of the Index,
which is shortly to be hosted on a
new server.

The full database is held at the
Club, and is continually updated as
journals and magazines arrive in the
Library. The website version is
updated once a year, after the AJ,
AAJ and HJ have been logged. The
additional cost has deterred us from
more frequent updates, and also
from including the names of expedi-
tion members, of which there are
some 35,000.

Other information we think might
be included is some reference to
maps, but the full database is itself
inadequate in this respect, largely
because the Library's collection is
so incomplete. We could, however,
get hold of a simple list of maps
from, for instance, the RGS and
record their latitude/longitude
boundaries. There would of course
be no guarantee that the peak or
peaks in question would actually be
marked on the map, but the infor-
mation could still be of use for expe-
dition planning.

Mike Westmacott

There will be no Northern Lectures during the
summer months. 

The next lecture will be on Sept ? 2005
at the Outside Cafe in Hathersage.  

What are you
doing this summer?
Wherever you go , whatever

you do this summer - remem-
ber to record it for your

newsletter!
The AC newsletter is the best
medium for members to hear

of other members activities and
the best way of learning at first
hand about new areas, climbs

and possibilities.
All I need is 500 - 1000 words

and a good choice of photos to
be able to immortalise your

achievements in print!
Don’t forget - your experiances
may provide critical informa-
tion for someone else’s trip.

Chamonix Apartment 
For Let

The apartment is in the very cen-
tre of Chamonix (ski bus stop out-
side the front door), 100m from the
train station and sleeps four very
comfortably in proper (not fold-

away!) beds.  Anyone wanting more
information regarding prices and

availability (and even a virtual tour)
should check the website

www.chamonixpad.com 
Some club members have already
used the pad, and all have been

very impressed with the standard.
Stuart MacDonald 

Fancy a trip to the
Karakoram?

Club members James Raitt and
Andrew Wilkinson are planning

an informal expedition to the
Hushe area of the Karakoram

from the 9 August to 9 Sept this
year, and are looking for another
independent pair who might want
to come in order to share costs
and provide some mutual sup-
port.  There are a range of rock

and ice climbing objectives in the
area, and this would  provide an
excellent opportunity to enjoy
some spectacular and challenging 

mountaineering as part of a small
group.

Anyone who is interested should
contact 

James at jimraitt@hotmail.com

General Meetings (second Tues)
Informal Meetings (fourth Tues)

September 13 Mike Soldner
Recent explorations in Chile 
Mike Soldner has been based in
Santiago for the last six months and
spent all his leisure hours exploring
remote and unvisited mountains in the
Andes.He brings photographs and infor-
mation about these areas to tempt our
members to climb there.

September 27 (to be arranged) 

October 11 Julian Freeman-
Attwood and Crag Jones
The Island of South Georgia
Julian Attwood and Crag Jones talk joint-
ly about various expeditions to the island
spread over 15 years and a brief history
of exploration to date.  Julian will
describe the 1989/90 trip to the
Salvesen range with Stephen Venables
and also the 2005 sled trip through the
same range with Crag and Skip Novak
and an attempt on Mt Baume.
Crag talks about his time as harbour
master and fisheries protection officer at
Grytvikenhis alpine style ascent of Mt
Pagethis daring solo first ascent of the
Three Brothers and an attempt on Mt
Sugartop.

October 25  (to be arranged)

November 08 Andy Parkin
Exhibition and Lecture: Creative
Climbing
Exhibition (6pm) and Lecture (7.30pm)
entitled "Creative Climbing" by Andy
Parkin.  Andy will explain his evolving
philosophy in light of successes - e.g.
Piolet d'Or in 1994 with Francois
Marsigny for the "adventurous spirit" of
their climb on Cerro Torre- and a debili-
tating accident requiring years of rehabil-
itation to recently climbed new routes
combined with developing painting and
sculpture initially used as therapy.

November 22 Andy Cave
Learning to breathe (his new
book)
Miner Andy Cave spent his spare time

climbing mountains. After the strikes of
the mid-1980s he quit his job to take up
mountaineering professionally and study
for a PhD. In 1997 he completed one of
the hardest ever Himalayan climbs. 



Alpine Club Symposium
‘East of the Himalayas’
National Mount aineering
Centre,
Rheged,
Penrith, 3rd
Dec 2005.

The 2005 Annual
Symposium will focus on
the vast area East of the
Himalayas, covering East
Tibet, Sichuan and Yunnan
Provinces, and will again
be followed by the Annual
Dinner.  Both the
Symposium and Dinner will be held at Rheged, near Penrith on Saturday 3rd December.
Chaired by Stephen V enables, the speakers include Tamotsu Nakamura, the explorer par
excellence of the area, who will provide a broad overview of the unique climbing opportuni-
ties available, amply illustrated by his impressive slides;  Mike Searle who will provide
insights into the complex geology of the region, with particular reference to its relevance to
mountaineers; Mick Fowler who will describe some of his recent exploits in the Siguniang,
Grosvenor and possibly Nyanchen Tangla ranges; Mark Jenkins, who will be describing
some of his many exciting adventures in the area. Julie-Ann Clyma will be talking about
her recent highly successful trips to the region with Roger Payne. (Mount Grosvenor or Chomolhari).
Tickets will be on sale at £25.00 for Club Members and Associates and £29.00 for non-

members from Allison Spyer, the Club Administrator (admin@alpine-club.org.uk , tel: 0207
613 0755) on a first come, first served basis.  The price includes a buffet lunch.  

The AC Dinner , with Joe and V al Brown as guests of honour , will also be
held at Rheged after the Symposium. Anyone who has attended the

Symposium will be welcome at the Dinner - price £25.00.
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Remember these! 
Well, if you have an old  pair, then Sylvia

Wood would like to hear from you.
Sylvia wants a pair of size 40-42

pre-1975 EB rock boots as she says
‘used or tattered!’ to send to Claude

Remy (of Euro-rock fame) so he
can recreate some first ascent pic-
tures of routes done in the ‘70’s!

You can contact Sylvia on 
01392 479660

clopinnette@Postmaster.co.ukStop Press

She’s found some!

AC KANCHENJUNGA PARTY

Kanchenjunga First Ascent 
- 50th Anniversary Celebration - 

The famous first ascent of Kanchenjunga by an AC
expedition in 1955 was splendidly celebrated by an
august gathering of AC members and friends at the
clubhouse on Monday 6th June. This party was also
celebrating the final days of the magnificent exhbition
of Kanchenjunga photos and paintings arranged by
Peter Mallilieu and curated by Simon Pierse.

Among the enthusiastic gathering were members of
the original expedition, George Band and Tony
Steather, and special guests Ambassador Rana of
Nepal and Ambassador Montenegro of Bolivia.

Past AC President Doug Scott gave a short wel-
coming speech touching on the spiritual aspects of
climbing Himalayan giants and finishing with some
personal reflections of the impact that this superb
ascent made on ordinary climbers of the time.

AC Paintings supremo, Peter Mallilieu, then
thanked all those who had contributed paintings
and photos for the exhibition and particularly
Simon Pierse for his curatorship of the exhibition.

The whole party then gave fulsome congratula-
tions to the announcement that AC member Alan
hinkes had carried on the AC tradition and com-
pleted his ascents of all 14 of the world’s 8000m
peaks with his timely ascent of Kanchenjunga on
the 30th may 2005.
After that the party went with a real swing! The brilliant buffet was laid on by Ingram

Lloyd and the bar was run by the indefatigible Toto Gronland. The high spirits were pro-
vided by the AC members!

Grepon Club organiser Alan
Scowcroft with Ambassador Rana
and membership sec Bill Thurston

John Slee-Smith with
George Band and
Ambassador Montenegro

Doug ScottPeter Mallilieu

Albert with Malcolm Eldridge
enjoying full strength conviviality!

Martin and Al Scott on Beutse 6210m


































