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CALENDAR / PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Calendar Dec 6th: AGM

Nov 4th: Rob Piercy Art Exhibition - D¢ 6th: London Speaker- Terry

Gifford
Wales and Beyond . .

Climbing Exhibition and Lecture Jan 10th: General Meeting - John
Nov 9th: Northern lecture - Peaks and Anne Arran ‘An g’el Falls -
and Personalities - Jerry Gore Venezuela Verticality I

Nov 19/20th: Kendal Film Festival  92n 14th: AC Chamonix Dinner

; Feb 14th: General Meeting
Nov 22nd: Informal Meeting - Andy . b
Cave ‘Learning to Breathe’ March 14th:General Meeting

} : April 11th: General Meeting -
Dec 3rd: AC Symposium - East of the . .
Himalaya, Rheged, Cumbria. Andy Kirkpatrick - When Hell

Dec 3rd: AC Annual Dinner, Rheged. Freezes Over.

‘Remember the Himalayas are just arrivistes! They just turn
up and then go away.’

Prof Steve Jones putting our antics (and ambitions) in their place when discussing the KT boundary and
the emergence of mammals on Melvin Bragg’s ‘In Our Time’ on Radio 4 13th Oct 2005

President’s Address

'A more uplifting memorial than a great mountain to a malignant little man it
would be hard to imagine." Not my prose, but that of the incomparable and occasional-
| ly acerbic Bill Tilman, on his sighting of Karl Marx Peak. | too have glimpsed this splen-
- - | did peak in the Wakhan Pamirs from the Hindu Kush and | am delighted that Phil
Wickens has chosen it as one of several objectives for next year's Alpine Club expedi-
| tion, which will be subsidised by the new climbing fund. Details are already on the web-
| site and there will be a special double-page spread about the expedition in the next
newsletter.
| Nearer to home, this year's Cornwall and Alpine meets were both a great success.
|| Elsewhere in the Alps Tony Penning added to his prodigious crop of adventurous new
rock climbs on the south side of Mont Blanc. He was one of many stars at our first
regional Bristol dinner in October. (Our efficient administrator, Ali, who has also organ-
ised successful dinners in the Peak, Scotland and Chamonix and is coming up in the New Year). The Bristol dinner will be repeated
next autumn and in the meantime, from January, we are going to have occasional Southwest slide lectures, starting in January with
lan Howell talking about his pioneering adventures in East Africa (including his many new routes on Mt Kenya and the granite walls
of Mt Malangi in Malawi). Date and venue to be announced on the web, in the next email newsletter (and by post to non-digital
southwest members).

The sad news, this year, has been losing several members, including John Jackson of Kanchenjunga and Plas y Brenin fame,
Michael Boos, one of our Swiss members, and, most recently, Michael Ward. For those of you who did not know Mike Ward, he was
the young surgeon who had the vision and persistence to launch the first serious reconnaissance of the Khumbu Icefall in 1951. He
was doctor on the 1953 expedition, then returned to the area in 1960 for the Silver Hut expedition, making the first ascent of Ama
Dablam and having a very spirited - and nearly fatal - alpine style attempt on Makalu. Later expeditions to Kongur and the Kunlun -
not to mention several books and a stream of erudite articles for the AJ - were all fitted around his surgical work at Bow Hospital and
occasional assistance to younger climbers with frostbite injuries. | will miss his boundless enthusiasm for all things Himalayan.

Our 150th anniversary looms closer. | am still hoping that we may be able, in addition to events in Britain, to organize some kind of
special meet in Switzerland. PLEASE HELP ME BY REPLYING TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON PAGE 4

In the meantime | look forward to seeing huge numbers of club members at this year's dinner at Rheged on December 3rd. | am
still trying to track down our foreign guests, but we do have confirmation that Joe and Val Brown will be there as special guests.
Stephen Venables

What guide books do you want?

The AC Library is considering whether to purchase more guidebooks for certain areas, and would very much
like members' views and ideas. The plan is to buy guidebooks for those lesser-known areas, which are often difficult
to find, perhaps being out of print, or only easily available in the area itself. Examples would include those quieter cor-
ners of the Alps and other European climbing areas (e.g. Tatras, Arctic Norway). It is felt this would be of great use to
members in planning trips. The aim is not to buy guides for popular areas that members are likely to buy at some stage
themselves, nor to buy lots of maps (there would be no point in reproducing the RGS collection, which is freely avail-
able to all AC members anyway at the RGS). What do members think of this idea? Is there any mountain range/climb-
ing area of the world that you would like to see covered (the plan is to start with Europe as an initial core, then extend
geographical scope)? Get in touch with Jonty Mills by e-mail jmm60@cam.ac.uk or telephone 07812 132 815 with
your thoughts.
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LoNDON MEETINGS

Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road
General and Informal meetings start at
7.30pm (sharp!), with the bar opening
from 6pm. The Library usually stays
open until 7pm.
AC Informal Meetings are usually held
in London on the fourth Tuesday in the
month from January to June and in

September and November. A visiting
speaker may be arranged otherwise
members are invited to entertain one
another with say 10 pictures and a
short account of their recent exploits.

Tuesday 8th November: General
Meeting. ANDY PARKIN.
Exhibition and Lecture: Creative
Climbing.

Exhibition (6pm) and Lecture (7.30pm).
Andy will explain his evolving philosophy
in light of successes - e.g. Piolet d'Or in
1994 with Francois Marsigny for the
"adventurous spirit" of their climb on
Cerro Torre- and a debilitating accident
requiring years of rehabilitation; to
recently climbed new routes combined
with developing painting and sculpture
initially used as therapy.

Tuesday 22nd November. Informal
Meeting. ANDY CAVE. Learning

to Breathe.

Andy introduces his new book which
his publisher's summarise: “Miner Andy
Cave spent his spare time climbing
mountains. After the strikes of the mid-
1980s he quit his job to take up moun-
taineering professionally and study for a
PhD. In 1997 he completed one of the
hardest Himalayan climbs ever.”

Tuesday 6th December.
AGM
Speaker after AGM - Terry Gifford

2006
Tuesday 10th January. General
Meeting. JOHN and ANN ARRAN-
‘Angel Falls - Venezuela

Verticality’

John and Ann show us how they have
taken the modern on-sight climbing
ethos into the exceptionally challenging
and committing environment of tropical
Venezualan ‘lost world’ rock. This is the
real thing!

Tuesday 14th Febuary. General
Meeting Lecturer TBA

Tuesday 14th March. General
Meeting. Lecturer TBA

Tuesday 11th April. General
Meeting. Andy Kirkpatrick.When
Hell Freezes Over. Recent suffer-
ings in Patagonia

LoNDON MEETINGS

Andy is one of our most gifted young
alpinists with a penchant for suffering!
He loves nothing better than cold, win-
tery technical snowed up rock, prefer-
ably vertical and north facing! He is also
well known for his wild lectures featuring
his experiances ‘how he experianced

them’. this is one show not to be missed.

NORTHERN LECTURES

Venue:

The Outside Cafe

Hathersage
7.30pm

Wednesday Nov 9th:

Peaks and Personalities: A
Lecture by Jerry Gore.

Over a 25 year climbing career Jerry
highlights some of the key figures hehas
shared a rope with including Sir Chris
Bonington, Al Hinkes, Twid Turner,
Kenton Cool and lan Parnell. The action
includes new routes in Peru, Patagonia,
Baffin Island, Greenland, Tibet and the
Rockies.

Wednesday 14th December:
South of the Equator: A Lecture

by Crag Jones
Crag Jones is not just a great moun-

taineer, but one of the great characters
of British climbing, as well as a televi-
sion star on S4C. He was the first
Welshman up Everest, but has climbed
all over the world with first ascents in
Greenland and the Himalaya, and all
over Britain, from Dover chalk to the
Shetlands. This lecture focuses on his
experiences in the southern hemisphere.
Having worked in the Falkland Islands
and South Georgia as a fisheries expert,
it's not surprising that Crag has done
first ascents here, as well as a ski tra-
verse of the Salvesen Range on South
Georgia, but also climbed, trekked and
sailed in the Andes, Patagonia and
Antarctica.

2006

Wednesday 18th January:

‘The Dolomites’ - a lecture by
Mike Mortimer.

Mike is probably the UK’s most experienced
activist in the Dolomites. With his wife Marjorie
he has climbed all over the Dolomites and
racked up an massive array of impressive
routes. This lecture is timed to coincide
with the release of the AC latest Dolomite
guide book.

Wednesday 15th Feb:
TBA

Chinese in Tibet

Dear Sir,

| am writing in response to the piece in
the Summer Newsletter about the East
of the Himalaya Symposium at Rheged
on 3rd December. Much of this area is
within occupied Tibet, including the
‘province’ of Sichuan. The Tibetan gov-
ernment in exile also claims Yunnan. |
was disappointed therefore to see the
Chinese flag displayed on the advert. |
accept that the Chinese do occupy the
area and have complete control over
climbing activities. The Chinese in Tibet
continue to practice genocide, the
Tibetan government in exile estimates
that 1.2 million Tibetans have been
killed. There is a lack of freedom of reli-
gion, education and language. The
Chinese have adopted a migration poli-
cy to the extent that Chinese within
Tibet now outnumber Tibetans.

| hope that the use of the Chinese
flag does not reflect an acceptance of
the status quo. Many members of the
Alpine Club are regular travellers to
occupied Tibet or to Nepal and Northern
India where there are large numbers of
Tibetans in exile. As a result many will
feel that the facts of the occupation
should not be forgotten or regarded as
acceptable.

Yours Sincerely,
Dr Brian Mucci

In reply :

* The symposium was originally going
to focus exclusively on climbing in
Sichuan, so the use of the Chinese flag
was entirely appropriate. However it
was decided to include Tibet at the last
moment unfortunately to late to alter the
artwork. We are all sensitive to the polit-
ical circumstance in the area and no
offence was intended to any AC mem-
bers.’ Derek Buckle, organiser
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MEETS

150th ANNIVERSARY - Switzerland

For our 150th a_nniyersaré( in 2007 we are considering some kind of celebration in
Switzerland, pos_3|b(I¥ in the Bernese Oberland, based at Wengen, where we may have the
chance of a special deal. | envisage a Ion% weekend, with a dinner, special guests and some
suitably fine ascents (complete traverse of the Lauterbrunnen peaks ... multiple routes on the
Elﬁ;erwand ... mass ascent of the Wetterhorn in the steps of Alfred Wills?). This could then
extend into a longer climbing meet for those who wished to stay on. ) )

The exact format can be worked out later. But what we need to know now, is whether, in
principle, you would consider coming and, if so, what time of year would be best. So please
send in your answers to the following questions.

[Questionnaire

1. Would you be likely to attend?

2. If so, would it be just for a weekend or for longer?

3. We are hoping to get subsidised hotel accommodation, but we must assume that it
would still be fairly expensive. Would you be more likely to stay in the hotel or to camp?
4. Assuming a choice, which period in 2007 would you find most attractive:
a) February-April (winter climbing/skiing)

b) May-June (late ski touring/early summer climbing)

c) July-August (high season summer climbing)

d) September-October (that mythical autumn fine spell!)

e) November (off-season socialising

Answers please to the Editor. email newsletter@alpine-club.org.uk (letters to AC Office, please)

AC 2006 Chamonix Ice Meet

The January ice climbing meet will not be in Gavarnie but in Chamonix, from 9th to 17th
January so that people can come for a week or a long week end? However, | am still looking
for a victim or two to accompany me for a recce to Gavarnie!

Also the Chamonix dinner has been set for the 14th of January (although it is yet to be
seen how | am going to sort out last minute details while climbing!). Venue will be either the
Requin hut with a moonlight
ski descent (weather depen-
dent) or in a mysterious cabin
in the woods.
Francoise Call

francoisecall@yahoo.co.uk

For other 2006 meets check
out the AC website

www.alpine-club.org.uk

AC
Christmas

Cards
‘Dying Light’
Drohmo, Nepal
by Julian
Cooper
available from
Cordee Litd
£6.50 for 10
See AC Info for

Order form

( last years cards also
available from Cordee)
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AC/ABMSAC 2005 S uMMER MEET

Vicosoprano, Switzerland

23 July to 13th  August

The meet was held jointly with the ABMSAC & CC based at the Mulina
campsite. Over the period of the meet there were 70 in attendance (members &
guests) although at no point was everybody on the camp site. With the FRCC &
WMC also holding meets on the site, | was concerned that the site would be
overcrowded. That was not the case to the extent that without the British inva-
sion they would have been struggling for business. We were made very wel-
come with aperitifs laid on for Swiss National day.

Vicosoprano is a good location for the full spectrum of aspirations in Bernina &
Bregaglia. Most arrived on the Saturday evening unwinding on the Sunday with
visits to Italian supermarkets and road side sports climbs or exploring the hills to
the north of the valley. For those after mixed routes a visit to the Forno hut was
a popular first outing. The weather in the first week was generally better than
forecast so the team that went up to the Forno hut on the Monday were able to
achieve their Rosso Sissone traverse with a fleeting view of Disgrazia (climbed
by a number of teams from the south).

In the Albina valley a number of multi pitch rock routes were climbed on
Spazzacaldeira & Punta Albina using an early cable car to get to the dam. In
Val Bondasca the Flat Iron route on Gemelli & the N ridge of Badile were popular
choices. Traversing Badile was considered a more satisfying experience than a
long abseil down the ridge.

The AC guide includes a section on the Albula and much to the Escha
guardian’s surprise a team visited to climb Piz Kesch by the east face or the var-
ied Keschgrat.

The early part of the 2nd week was stormy with new snow above about
3400m. There was a cold north wind & those with aspirations for the
longer rock routes had second thoughts.On the Biancograt one party turned
back whilst the other ended up abseiling down the Spallagrat late in the day
on frozen ropes to the welcome site of the Marco Rosa hut. The same day
the Eselgrat on Roseg was climbed to the Schneekuppe. Fresh snow on
the final ridge , the cold, poor visibility and the risk of the track being cov-
ered by drifting snow demanded discretion. The team were however
rewarded with fine views the following day on Morteratsch.

On the Friday evening nearly 30 sat down to dinner at the Pizzeria
attached to the sports centre, the staff rising to the challenge of serving
such a large number.

A reduced number stayed on for the third week. By the middle of the
week the weather cleared and the Biancograt and Spallagrat were climbed

Unknown climbers
on the Biancograt

Rupert Baron &
Keith Lambley on
the Badile N Ridge

in perfect conditions. Mike Pinney

Gaston Rébuffat

THE MONT BLANC MASSIF

The Hundred Finest Routes

A revised edition (new ISBN 1-898573-64) of this classic title on the
world's main alpine training area will be published in November . The
book remains essentially the same (Rebuffat's advice is as wise and
useful as ever) but with various modernising improvement S:
New technical advice given to reflect equipment changes
and the increase in fixed abseil descent

climbs.

The effect s of global warming on some of the routes, and
the main glacier training areas, is noted with suit  able new advice.
With the collap se of the Bonatti Pillar , an alternative route -
The Red Pillar of Brouillard - is proposed (in an additional chapter).
Photos of many of the pioneers have been added to the text
with attention being given to Mont Blanc's first ascent pioneers.
The book has a new cover featuring W illi Burkhard t's pic -
ture of Mont Blanc's upper slopes of and other interesting colour

shots.

s from many of the rock

Baton W icks

hardback/jacketed 240 p ages 278 photos, 104 diagrams

Editorial enquiries to Baton W
kwilson@batonwicks.demon.co.uk

Trade enquiries to Cordee, 3a DeMont fort S treet, Leicester

LE1 7HD Tel.0116 254 3579

ISBN 1-898573

icks 01260 252 963

-64 £25.00 Nov 2005

Page 5
















































