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CALENDAR / PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

President’s Address
I have just returned from a vintage evening at the London

clubhouse.  John Cleare, Pat Littlejohn and Mick Fowler did a
stunning triple bill on British sea cliff climbing, prompted by
the opening of a magnificent new exhibition - Kit Surrey's
monumental abstracted drawings of Cornish cliffs.  Kit's show
runs until December, so do drop in to see it if you can.  And
bring your cheque book, because the pictures are very rea-
sonably priced.

Future London lectures include a special visit by
Nicho Mailaender (Nov 14) to introduce his new book on
German climbing in the interwar years.  I think this will be an
excellent evening, so please pack the lecture theatre.
Members on my own home patch please note Bristol talks by
David Hope and Dave Wynne-Jones.  

My two vice-presidents have had busy summers,
one sailing to remote Norwegian crags, the other leading the
highly successful club expedition to Tadjikistan - the first club
beneficiary of the Climbing Fund.  I wish I could say I had been as active, but I did finally climb the Old Man of Hoy and enjoyed a
great day out on the West Flank of the Eiger, on both occasions filming Ranulph Fiennes, as part of his build-up to a proposed
attempt on the Eigerwand.  Ambitious target for a mountaineering novice, but he has Kenton Cool lined up as chief guide, with Jon
Morgan as co-trainer, and the general feeling seems to be that he might just pull it off.

Since the last newsletter we have lost several members.  I was touched particularly by the loss of those I knew personally -
Keith Miller of Sheffield University and the Karakoram, John Hunt's widow Joy, South Georgia aficionado Dave Nicholls and Henry
Osmaston.  I got to know Henry on the 1985 AC expedition to the Siachen Glacier, and again on Shishapangma in 1987.  He was a
remarkable man and friends might like to note a special memorial event at the Peele lecture theatre, Dept of Geographical Sciences,
Bristol, 2.00 pm on December 2nd.

Plans are pushing ahead for the 2007 anniversary year, book-ended with the February 3rd dinner at Shap Wells and
December 5th reception at the Swiss Embassy; in between we have the Zermatt meet on June 22-24, several exhibitions and expe-
ditions and numerous meets.  And, I hope, lots of climbing - please see Malcolm Eldridge's AC 150 Peaks Challenge.  Details of the
most immediate events are published in this newsletter.  Details of later events will follow.

A quick final word about this year's AGM at the London clubhouse on December 5th.  Apart from being legally necessary,
the meeting is chance for members to air views publically (I recall nostalgically vintage AGMs with Ken Wilson in full flow); it should
also be fun, and to that end our masterful party organiser, Toto Gronlund, is organizing post-business food and drinks for a nominal
charge of £10 per head.  Please come.
Stephen Venables

Wed 1st Nov: Simon Yates at the RGS - Beyond the Void
Tues 7th Nov: SW Lecture - Dave Hope ‘Desert Delights’
Thurs 9th Nov: AC Dinner at the Travellers Club, London.
Sat 11th Nov - Sat 18th Nov: Kendal Film Festival
Tues 14th Nov: Lecture Meeting - Nicho Mailaender
Wed 15th Nov: Northern Lecture - Ian Howell
Sat 11th-Sat 18th Nov: Kendal  Film Festival
Tues 28th Nov: Lecture Meeting - Duncan Bourne
Tues 5th Dec: AC AGM - Charlotte Road.
Friday, 22 November to Monday 8 January 
AC office closes for Christmas/New Year break.
Wed 13th Dec: Northern Lecture - Phil Wickens
8th-10th Jan: AC Ice Meet - Gavarnie, Pyrenees.
3rd Feb: AC 150th Anniversary Dinner at Shap Wells.
9th-10th Feb: AC Scottish Ice Meet - Laggan.
12th-13th May: N Wales AC Anniversary Dinner at the P-y-G
Fri 22nd June 07 - Zermatt reception 
Sat 23rd June 07 - Dinner at Riffelberg Hotel
Tues 5 Dec 07 - Formal 150th Anniversary Reception -
Swiss Embassy, London

AC 150th 
Anniversary Dinner
with an afternoon of illustrated talks from

celebrated AC members (3pm-5.30pm)
at the Shap Wells Hotel, Cumbria.

Febuary 3rd 2007
Tickets available via the AC website

www.alpine-club.org.uk
or by email:admin@alpine-club.org.uk

or by post from: The Assistant Secretary,
55 Charlotte Rd, London EC2A 3QF

Price: £36  7pm for 7.30pm
Tickets are for the meal only. Members should 

contact the Shap Wells Hotel to book rooms at a 
specially negotiated AC rate.

The Boss with
Ranulph Fiennes
checking out the
Eigerwand.
Photo: 
J Morgan
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Northern Lectures
Venue:

The Outside Cafe
Hathersage               

7.30pm

Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
start at 7.30pm (sharp!), with the

bar opening from 6pm.  The Library
usually stays open until 7pm.

AC Informal Meetings are usually
held in London on the fourth

Tuesday in the month from January
to June and in September and

November.  A visiting speaker may
be arranged otherwise members

are invited to entertain one another
with say 10 pictures and a short
account of their recent exploits.

LONDON MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES - SW MEETINGS

SW Meetings
VENUE

Upper room of the Nova Scotia,
Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJThe Nova
Scotia Hotel is a well-know Bristol

landmark, situated at the western end
of the Floating Harbour, with ample

local parking and good beer. Lectures
start at 7.30pm

All members and their guests wel-
come.

AC Climbing Fund
Lectures

Simon Yates has very generously
agreed to do a couple of fund

raising lectures in aid of the AC
Climbing Fund. Members are

encouraged to attend and bring
their friends with them.

PLAS-Y-BRENIN LECTURE
Friday 17th November - Simon

Yates - do come and encourage
your friends to come.

Tues 7th November SW Lecture:
Dave Hope on Rock Climbing in North
America "Desert Delights" 

David Hope (past CC guidebook writer and
Editor for the Southwest) exchanges the perils
of the Atlantic coastal cliffs of Cornwall and N.
Devon for the gentler pastures of Utah and
Colorado in which to grow older disgracefully.
With long term partner Tony Penning, he
describes the pull of hot, dry, sunny places,
some frantic ticking of long sought after rock
classics and occasional cultural exchanges
with several colourful local inhabitants before
arthritis and old age set in.

Wed 18th October
Hot Rock with Duncan Bourne
Starting in July 2005, a group of climbers
spent six months travelling by
truck from Ethiopia to South Africa,
climbing all the way. Putting up new
routes, scouting out new crags, and
repeating the best existing routes
across the continent, the team climbed
everything from bouldering to big
walls, DWS to desert granite. This is the
story of the trip. Duncan's looking for
recruits for his next epic journey.

Wed 15th November
The Life and Times of Ian Howell
Legendary AC member Ian Howell talks
about his apprenticeship on British
rock, his early years in the Alps, includ-
ing 25 routes in the 1962 season,
including the W Face of the Dru and the
N Face of the Cima Grande, and trips
to the Himalaya in the 1960s and 1970s.
Moving on to his long love affair
with African climbing, he describes
adventures in Kenya, Tanzanian and
Congo over four decades, and an ascent
of the mile-high W Face of Chambe in
Malawi.

Wed 13th December
Wacky People amongst Wakhi
People: An account of the 2006
Alpine ClubShakhdara Expedition
with Phil Wickens
The Shakhdara Mountains are a remote
and isolated group of mountains
bordering Afghanistan Hindu Kush in the
far southern Tajik Pamirs. The
Alpine Club expedition was the first
British group to climb here, making
seven successful ascents, including the
highest mountain, Pik Karl Marx
(6736m).

Wed 1st November Simon Yates. 
‘at the RGS’ - a fundraising lecture
for the AC Climbing Fund.

BEYOND THE VOID
Well known from "Touching the Void"

(Joe Simpson's book and now a BAFTA
winning docu-drama), Simon takes a
humorous and philosophical look at

some of his more notable climbing expe-
riences. Tickets £15 by credit card (by

telephone; plus postage) or cheque (with
s.a.e) from Alpine Club, 55/56 Charlotte

Rd, London EC2A 3QF Telephone,
email, web T 020 7613 0755 E
admin@alpine-club.org.uk  W

www.alpine-club.org.uk

Tues 14th November  Lecture meet-
ing. Nicho Mailaender. “Triumph and
Turmoil – German-Austrian climbing
from 1921 to 1959” 
Nicko is a kayakist, historian and former
climbing partner of Pete Livesey, has
just completed a new book on the histo-
ry of Munich climbing and and official
post-war history of the German Alpine
Club . He is coming specially to London
to deliver this lecture, which will focus on
the years 1921-1959 – a period of
exploding climbing standards, epic
ascents and political turmoil. Although
both the DAV and ÖAV were manipulat-
ed by the Nazi party, Mailänder has dis-
covered, through extensive research,
that the story is far more complex, and
less black and white, than has often
been assumed.

Tues 28th Nov Lecture Meeting
Hot Rock with Duncan Bourne
Starting in July 2005, a group of climbers
spent six months travelling by
truck from Ethiopia to South Africa,
climbing all the way. Putting up new
routes, scouting out new crags, and
repeating the best existing routes
across the continent, the team climbed
everything from bouldering to big
walls, DWS to desert granite. This is the
story of the trip. Duncan's looking for
recruits for his next epic journey.

Tues 5th December AGM and PARTY!

150th Anniversary
Advance notice of Welsh Spring Meet

and P-y-G Dinner May 12-13 2007
It seemed a good idea to include in our 150th anniversary celebrations a

dinner at a place with strong resonances for many AC members - the Pen y
Gwryd. So I asked Jane Pullee, and she has offered to keep the hotel open
exclusively for the club for the weekend of May 12-13 2007, and to lay on a
special dinner for the Saturday evening, 12th May. This will mean closing the
hotel to other guests on the Friday and Saturday nights, so we do need to
take all, or most, of the 16 double and twin bedrooms on those nights - i.e.
about 32 people. Jane can cater for 40 people for dinner. (I hope that there
may be others who will come along to the bar before or after the dinner). 
Prices are not yet fixed for 2007 but are likely to be about £43 per person per
night with private bathroom (£37 without), £9 for breakfast and £25 for the
dinner (without drinks). 
This should be a very enjoyable occasion, with a reasonable chance of good
rock climbing weather; but we do need to show firm intent if it is to happen.
So, if you would like to attend, please telephone the Pen y Gwryd to
make a provisional booking on 01286 870211 (true to form, the PyG does
not operate email).
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MEETS REPORTS

Joint Dolomites Meet  
The joint Meet with the ABMSAC, CC and FRCC was held at the excellent Rocchetta

campsite just south of Cortina. Thirty two members of the four clubs enjoyed hot and
sunny weather for almost the whole two weeks. There was a wide range of ages and
abilities but the Cortina area has a good range of activies to offer, so everyone found
plenty to do at the level they were looking for. 

The Cinque Torri was a popular climbing venue early in the trip with both classic and
sports routes available from 3+ upwards and easy access by car. Protected paths and
easy via ferrate provided a few days warm up for those not wanting to rock climb.
Longer, harder climbs were undertaken as the first week went by and often climbers
returned late in the day just in time to grab a shower and start cooking before the sun
set behind the hills. Some of the via ferrate tackled were quite demanding as well, both
physically and mentally. Even some hardened climbers found them quite exciting. In the
chilly evenings the air was full of the sound of famous names as people made their
plans, Comici, Dibona, Dulfer... The evenings deserve a mention, although the days
were hot, at this time of year as soon as the sun goes down the temperature plummets!
Down and fleece replaced shorts and tee shirts and fortified by the local supermarket
wine a party atmosphere prevailed on
the site. On a couple of really cold
evenings refuge was taken in the camp-
site bar across the road where they also
cooked delicious pizzas.

The climbing and via ferrata’ing con-
tinued unrelentingly into the second
week, no one wishing to waste the glori-
ous weather with a rest day. Some very
high grade, good quality routes were
completed as well as more modest
ones. There were a couple of ‘epics’ on

abseil descents, a salutory reminder that getting down is often more dangerous than
climbing up! And some via ferrata’ists had extra long days due to unexpected circum-
stances.

The Cortina area was the scene of some savage mountain warfare in the First
World War and many of the tunnels and trenches provided historical interest on the
descents from climbs or were included in via ferrate. The descent inside the tunnels of the Little Lagazuoi was fascinating.

I think everyone left for home thoroughly satisfied with a good few ‘ticks’ in their guide books. Personally I thought it was one of the
most fun Meets I’ve been on, but then I would say that wouldn’t I !!   Jeff Harris

Cima Grande West Face

Valais Meet 
22nd July-5th August.

The meet was based at the Atermenzen camp site and
was held jointly with the ABMSAC, CC & FRCC with 34 in
attendance for some or all of the meet.  Most arrived on the
Saturday. There was a good forecast until the Tuesday
afternoon, although it had not been freezing at night which
made glacier crossing taxing, even first thing in the morn-
ing. There was thus a general exodus from the campsite on
the Sunday to take advantage of this window.  A number
went to the Bordier hut where routes included the
Durrenhorn-Nadelhorn traverse (previous approaches
across the Reid glacier above the hut are no longer recom-
mended and the hut guardian has way marked a route to
the north ridge from the hut approach path), Gr. Bigerhorn
and Ulrichshorn-Balfrin traverses. From the Turtmann Hut
the Brunegghorn was climbed and from the Rothorn hut
attempts were made on the WellenKuppe & Rothorn. 

The weather was then unsettled, but in the first week
routes included the Pointe de Zinal traverse, the Kanzelgrat
on the Rothorn, East ridge of the Weisshorn, North ridge of
Rimpfischhorn and ascents of  Weissmies, Ober Gabelhorn, Lagginhorn & Monte Rosa. Some explored parts of the Europa way, with
its tunnels protecting the user in areas of known stone fall. Others explored the sports climbs by Brig and in the Fieschertal.
At the start of week 2, a good weather forecast for several days was obtained. Several teams went up to the Monte Rosa Hut as a

starting point for a Monte Rosa - Breithorn traverse.  Another team headed round to Coumayeur and the Monzino Hut in search of
their remaining 4000m peak.  
Sunday, the Monte Rosa teams left at 3am to do Nordend, Dufourspitze, Zumsteinspitze, then got caught in heavy mist arriving at

Margherita hut at 7pm – cheese & chips for dinner!  The Monzino team left at first light making good time to the Eccles Bivouac. After
occupying the top hut, they then went in search of the traverse line to Col Eccles, which they failed to find but did obtain Pic. Eccles &
views across to Col Peutrey.

Monday, one Margherita team made a 4am start descended the Grenz glacier back to the Monte Rosa hut. The rest had a lie-in and
left at 8.15am to do Parrotspitze, Ludwigshohe, Corno Negro, Balmenhorn for lunch, then Pyramide Vincent, where they couldn’t per-
suade one member that Punta Giordano was an insignificant pimple, rather than a separate 4k top, and spent the rest of the after-
noon descending through hail and lightning on GPS to finally get to the Gnifetti at 6.30pm – just in time for dinner. The Eccles biv
team again left at first light, descending from the hut to the upper Brouliard glacier ascending the couloir to Col Eccles which was
found to be in bad condition.  They finally arrived at Col Eccles meeting a Korean team who had traversed the Pic. A combination of
the change of weather and not been able to see the descent to the Upper Freney Plateau dictated a retreat to the Eccles Biv.

Tuesday, the Monte Rosa team returned to the campsite whilst the Gnifetti team sat it out for the day, debating return via
Gressonney. It at snowed over night at the Eccles, but in spite of fears to the contrary the route across the rocks was found with 2
abseils down on to the glacier.  By the time the Monzino Hut was reached the sun had managed to break through, though on cross-
ing the G St Bernard back into Switzerland there was a notable deterioration in the weather.  So much for that good weather forecast!

Wednesday, those on the campsite enyoyed a rest day. Inspite of a very cold wind the Gnifetti team left at 2.30am wearing every
item of clothing (it is rumoured that one gentleman even modified his ruck sack liner in search of extra installation), summitted on E
top of Lyskamm at 6.30am, W top by 8am, Felikjoch by 9.30am, over Castor and at Zwillingsjoch by 11.30; slowed down by bad
crevassing traversing to Kleine Matterhorn, arr.3.30pm – celebrated with beer and apfelsrudel in Zernatt!
Thursday, new snow down to 2500m so all back on the campsite with an end of meet dinner held at the campsite restaurant.  We
were well looked after by both the restraint & campsite staff.  On the Friday attendees either returned to the UK or headed south in
search of better weather.   Mike Pinney

AC Valais stalwarts

Maggie Bass on the
Cima Grande
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CLUB NEWS

Who wants a 
luxury pad in
Chamonix?

Well, if you are interested, Francois
Call is selling her fantastic place in

Chamsud.
To check it out go to

www.chamonixflat.
moonfruit.com

Travellers Club Celebration Dinner
.

As an early kick-off to the 2007 festivities, the Travellers Club is hosting a Dinner
evening in honour of the Alpine Club's 150 years on Thursday 9th November 2006
which will also celebrate the publication of the book; signed copies will be on sale. OurPresident

will introduce George Band who will speak on the Club's history.
For any members who might be feeling nostalgic for an excellent dinner in 

gracious surroundings, the programme will be as follows: Champagne reception at
6.30pm;  Talk from  7pm to 8pm, followed by a full three course dinner including fine

wines and coffee, dress - lounge suit.  Tickets are £62.50 
and can be obtained from Dawn Barnett at the Travellers Club, 106 Pall Mall, London

SW1Y 5EP, tel no. 020 7930 8688, e-mail:
secretary@thetravellersclub.org.uk

If you have any queries, please get in touch with Allison or Martin Scott.

Judge Exonerates AC Members from Everest Death
In a judgement made on 20 July, criminal charges against Jon Tinker, Henry Todd and Michael Smith were dismissed. A private

prosecution had been mounted by the father of Michael Matthews who had died descending from the summit of Everest on 13 May1999. 
A copy of the judgement will be placed in the AC Library shortly; and it may also be made available on the club website (but it is 29

pages long). A few extracts are given below:
'All the evidence appears to show that (Michael's) death was truly one of the many tragic accidents for which Mount Everest and

the forces of nature that play with such deadly effect upon its summit have become deservedly notorious'.
'I have seen nothing to suggest that Mr Tinker could, let alone should, be held criminally responsible for Michael's death......I cannot

find any evidence, let alone a sufficiency of evidence, that Mr Tinker breached any duty of care towards Michael that caused or con-
tributed to his death. I therefore dismiss this case against him'.

'Whatever the situation may have been in relation to the provision at some stage of faulty bottles of oxygen or attachments, in my
judgement there is not one scrap of worthwhile evidence that when on this day a large party, including Michael, ascended to the sum-
mit, any of them was using faulty oxygen equipment. Nor is there any evidence that on the descent Michael's oxygen equipment
became defective. There is no evidence that there was a failure of oxygen supply, whether prolonged or intermittent, or that this had
anything to do with his death'.

'In my view, of all the people involved in this case, other than Michael himself, (Mike Smith's) situation calls for the greatest under-
standing and the least condemnation. I cannot accept that there is ant evidence that Mr Smith, acting as Michael's guide to the sum-
mit, did anything for which he could be legitimately criticised.  Even if I were wrong about this; even if someone could squeeze a drop
of criticism out of his handling of the extreme conditions that suddenly engulfed them on that day, in my judgement it is not even
arguable that his behaviour could attract censure to the point where a jury would be entitled to say that his conduct was
criminal.....The law does not call upon a man in Mr Smith's situation to sacrifice his own life. The loss of one life is tragedy enough. To
think that he could be in a criminal court, in peril of a criminal conviction for manslaughter, is hardly tolerable. In my judgement, if ever
a criminal charge should be emphatically dismissed, this is it-  and that is the order I make.'

'It is not the purpose of the criminal law to stifle the spirit of adventure, or to inhibit personal ambition and endeavour. It would in my
view be most regrettable if the serious crime of manslaughter might be seen as a cloud, constantly hanging over those old enough to
decide how they wish to lead their lives, and have chosen of their own volition to engage in activities that are potentially dangerous

or; for that matter, extreme sports that are inherently dangerous;
let alone that this offence should acquire the reputation of some
meddlesome, officious and deeply threatening legal sanction,
always at the ready to pounce and apportion blame if anything
goes wrong'. Henry Day

Members - Don’t forget your own website!
If you still have not done so, do register for Alpinet at 
http://www.alpine-club.org.uk/alpinet/index.php

you can look up the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to
circulation lists etc.

REMINDER
To supplement the Newsletter which comes out three times a year, we now send out a monthly e-mail to
members with updates on Meets, Lectures, Events, Dinners etc.  Please do give us your e-mail address,

if you have not already, so that we can include you in the distribution.
You can do this by updating your personal details on the Members area of the Club website
http://www.alpine-club.org.uk  (you will need to register - this will give you access to other

up to date information, addresses and so on). 
Otherwise you can send it to admin@alpine-club.org.uk and Judi will do it for you.

Martin Scott, AC Sec

Stop Press! 
Congratulations

Our AC secretary, Allison Spyer, has safely had a baby. We
all wish them both well and look forward to seeing Allison

soon.
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2007 AC MEETS

KINNAUR HIMALAYAN TREK
Stephen Venables and Harish Kapadia are planning an autumn trek in the Kinnaur

region of Himachel Pradesh, crossing the Rupin Pass and exploring some of the 5000
metre peaks in the area. The dates are September 17 to October 6, with 11 days actu-
al trekking and climbing in this beautiful and unfrequented region. This is a commercial
trek, with full support from local operator Rimo Expeditions, costing £1875 plus air fare
(approx £350). If you are interested please contact Stephen Venables for more details
(stephen@venables.ndo.co.uk  01225 442892)

EHIC cards
Members are reminded that the old E111 form is no longer valid.  You can
apply for a European Health Insurance Card at a Post Office or online at

https://www.ehic.org.uk/InternetPROD/home.do 

Charity Trek to Everest base Camp
The Global Volunteer Network, an NGO based in Wellington, has created a fundraising

trek to the Base Camp of Mount Everest in order to help poverty stricken children in
Nepal. They ran the trek last October and it was a great success, with 40 participants
from all over the world that raised nearly US$80,000. They are currently looking for

participants to join the 2006 trek. 
Check out the website www.volunteer.org.nz/nepal/everest for all the details.Or con-

tact Hanna Butler at Global Volunteer Network, 
hanna@volunteer.org.nz

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Allison at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but there are quite a few missing.
And remember that you can also register for Alpinet at the Club website and

can then look up the latest addresses of members and change your own
details, sign on to circulation lists etc.

8-18 Jan 2007 Gavarnie, Pyrenees
Meet: Ice Climbing Meet Francoise Call
francoisecall@yahoo.co.uk. 

9-10 Feb 2007 Scotland, Laggan  Meet:
Scottish Winter meet  Andy Gallagher 
andygallagher1@btinternet.com

12-13 May 2007   N Wales  Dinner &
150th anniversary Meet: Pen y Gwrd.
PyG will take bookings from October.
Dinner on the 12th open to about 40 peo-
ple. For 13th , suggest meet at Pen y
Pass 10am for a team effort on Snowdon,
any route! Toto Gronlund / Pen y
Gwyrd 07884 261
247toto.high@ntlworld.com

23 May - 10 Jun India, 2007 Expedition:
Kagbusandhi Valley, Garwhal region.
Open to 10-20 people. Approximate pric-
ing $US 1500 per person (ex flights to
India), for about 2.5-3 weeks. UK
Coordinator needed. Harish Kapadia
organising India end. 

22-24 June Zermatt 2007 Walks, climbs,
guided and unguided Tbc

Jul/Aug  Summer Alps Meet 2007
Details to be confirmed Co-ordinator to
be confirmed

Late summer / autumn 2007
Expedition…to Caucasus
Henry Day, expedition details to be
released soon

Wed 5 Sep - Wed 12 Sep 2007
Cornwall, Bosigran Meet: Joint
AC/CC climbing meet in Bosigran.
MarkVallancem.vallance@BTinternet.com

Morocco Desert/Atlas Exploring
A one-off early season Land Rover based exploring of some of the wildest and remotest
places in the south of Morocco. Jbel Sahro trekking days, the big dunes and crossing

trackless deserts, interesting wildlife, camping, some short runs to give half days afoot and
to/from Marakech over newly created spectacular Atlas passes.

Dates: jan 28th-Feb 11th and March 1st-15th.  Cheap flights available. Land cost
c.£400 Two Land Rovers for safety. Organised by Hamish Brown (his 48th sea-

son!) and would appeal to fit oldies! Contact details: 
26, Kirkcaldy Road, Buntisland, Fife FY3 9HQ Tel: 01592 873546 

AC Scottish Dinner
Eleven members and guests dined in
the splenid baronial hall of the Atholl
Arms Hotel on 9th September.  Although
numbers were less than last year, those
who attended were rewarded by won-
derful weather.  Roger Everett and Dee
Gaffney climbed on Binnein Shuas,
Rupert Hoare and Jay Turner cycled up
Glen Tilt for Carn nan Gabhar - one of
Jay's last Munros and Kate Ross set off
on the Sunday to collect her last Munro
tops.  Other local members who attend-
ed the dinner were John Currie, Hamish
Brown, John Patchett, David Jamieson
and Susan Harper Todd.
Rupert Hoare 

Fitting baronial setting for
the AC Scottish Dinner

When shall we meet again  - Meets 2006-2007
An active meet list is already available to Alpine Club members and guests. In 2007 we
have a special 150th Anniversary challenge - lots of different ways of climbing that adds
up to 150. Use these meets to make sure you measure up in 2007.

Many of the meets are open to all ambitions and you don't have to climb E numbers or
sleep in hanging bivouacs. Come out and find out for yourself. 

Some of the meets do require a minimum skill level, as people will be working as a team
to try and achieve specific mountaineering objectives. Sleeping in hanging bivouacs can
be fun, or so Mick Fowler and others would have us believe. The meet co-ordinator will
be the guide on qualifications. Another key skill requirement may well be cooking the
communal meal.
Vacancies:
There are still vacancies for co-ordinators - check the meet list. 

All bona fide meets that are open to Alpine Club members attract support for the co-
ordinator to help meet the co-ordinators effort and out of pocket expenses. In 2007 these
are :UK meet, £75 -European meet, £150 - International meet, £400.
More meets needed
There is also space for more meets in the diary, if you have some ideas about where you
think the Alpine Club would like to go in 2007 (or future years) please contact Toto
Gronlund, or even better, come on the Alps reunion and meet co-ordinators meet in
Patterdale, 20-22 October 2006.

Other events, such as training or educational days or weekends, can also attract support
for the co-ordinator. 
Exploration
For mountaineering exploration, the co-ordinator can also apply to the Alpine Club
Climbing Fund for an expedition grant, to help meet communal costs such as peak fees
for example. More on the Climbing Fund in the Newsletter.
Meet Secretary: Toto Anne Gronlund 07884 261247
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CLUB NEWS

Help! 
Char lot t e  Road 

House
Com m it t ee

Volunteers
w anted

We are desperate to find volunteers to
assist with the running of 55 Charlotte

Road. Volunteers need to live within reach
of the office and be willing to get their

hands dirty with odd jobs such as decora -
tion, moves of furniture and minor rep airs,
oversee small refurbishment project s as
well as deal with the occasional emer -
gency and ensure that everything is

functionning properly . 
We would also welcome anyone who
has electrical, plumbing and carpen -
try skills who is prep ared to help with

the occasional small job. 
Charlotte Road is an old building is

quite expensive to run and maint ain.
This is a way to help the club in a
very direct way to keep running

cost s down.
Please cont act Allison in the club

office.

This is  im por t ant  so
p lease respond i f

you c an.

Super 7 present s:-
a series of Scottish lectures from

leading climbers.

Ian Parnell: Alpine W arrior
Thursday 1st February 2007 (£6.50 per ticket), 

Andy Cave:  Learning to Breathe 
Thursday 15th February 2007 (£6.50 per ticket)

Oliver Metherell: Living the Dream 
Thursday 1st March 2007 (£5 per ticket)

Gary Latter: The best of Scottish Rock
Thursday 15th March 2007 (£6 per ticket)

Location and T imes 
8 pm, Boyd Orr Lecture Theatre, University

Avenue, The University of Glasgow 

Viewing the Past
if you are interested in the fate of

Mallory and Irving then you will want to
see the results of the investigations

about their clothing and accoutrements.
Go to:

www.thebmc.co.uk/
theshop/asp/product.asp?

product=280&iCount=0 

2006 AC
Chr is t m as Cards

The 2006 card has an image of the picture ‘Between
the Light s’ by Henry George W illink 1851-1938.  
Inside the card is written ‘with best wishes for

Christmas and the new year ’
The back of the card st ates ‘The Alpine Club’ s collection of
paintings No 14.  Henry W illink was an amateur but highly
talented artist and alpinist, particularly adept at painting
climbers in action, always depicted with great clarity and

atmosphere.  He was an enthusiastic writer on artistic and
mountaineering themes’

The cards are sold in cellophane wrapped 
packs of 10 cards with envelopes 

A pack of 10 sells for £6.50 (including V AT) plus P&P
The cards are all stored at Cordee and members will

need to send cheques for p ayment made p ayable to
Cordee.  Alternatively , members can call

Cordee on 01 16 254 3579 
and order p acks giving their credit card det ails. 

Cost of carriage is £1.10 per p ack, 1st class to a UK
address.      £0.85p per p ack 2nd class, UK.

£2.00 per pack Europe. £3.10 per p ack Rest of W orld 

Cordee Lt d,
3a.de Mont for t  St reet ,

Le ic est er  LE1 7HD




























