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CALENDAR / PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

President’ s Address

The year got off to a cracking st art with the journal editor , Steve Goodwin, breaking his ankle above Le T our , and
Steve Kempley nearly braining himself with his ice axe. Apart from those two scapes, the New Year skiing/ice climbing meet
in Chamonix was a huge success, thanks to the hospit ality of Françoise Call and her friends, who were never sure exactly
who would turn up for dinner , because p arties were occasionally delayed making torchlit descent s of the V allée Blancehe.
In London the season also opened dynamically with Anne and John
Arran's t alk on their p art in the recent free ascent of Angel Falls
- an inspiring t ale of incredibly bold climbing in a mind-stetchingly ver -

tiginous environment. The meeting did, however , get off to a sticky st art
when someone asked rather t artly why no presidential mention had been
made of the recent p assing of a prominent honorary member . I have no
television, my newsp aper-buying is haphazard and for some reason I

hadn't listened to the radio for several days; so I was the only person in
the world who had not heard about the death of Heinrich Harrer . I apolo -
gize. A full tribute will appear in the next journal.

On the subject of honorary members, I am delighted to announce
that Emlyn Jones has agreed to become one. The suggestion came from
many quarters, not just because of Emlyn's mount aineering 
record - reserve for Everest, Annapurna/Manaslu explorations with
Tilman, Ama Dablam expedition etc - but mainly , I think, because of his
immense service to the club, first securing an incredibly advant ageous lease on South Audley S treet, then selling that lease
at just the right moment to raise enough cash to buy our current freehold in Charlotte Road. W e have been very well served
by his astute property dealings. The other new honorary member is W alter Bonatti, who has emailed me to say that he
would love to become 'Membro Onorario del vostro glorioso Alpine Club. Sarà per me un grande onore app artenervi.
E' cosa molto bella e vi ringrazio molto.' 

Signor Bonatti also said that he would like to attend our 150th anniversary gathering in Zermatt. Catherine
Destivelle has also pencilled in the event, which now looks as though it will definitely be happening around the weekend of
24/25 June 2007. The reason for choosing the summer solstice is to t ake advant age of favourable travel and 
accommodation deals before the main tourist season, and - I hope - reasonable snow conditions before the summer is
heated up too drastically . Perhaps some of the more t alented members of the AC might st art laying plans: complete 
traverse of all the 4000ers? Free ascent of the Zmutt Nose? Repeat of the Young/Knubel route on the South Face of the
Täschorn? S teve Goodwin is working on arrangement s with the Zermatt tourist board. They are very keen to help, but S teve
also needs help this end to make this a truly memorable event. V olunteers please apply . 

Finally , don't forget the Lake District meet over the weekend of 29-30 April: spring rock climbing, informal dinner on
the Saturday evening, and a chance to interrogate committee members - who will be there - about any club business.

Stephen V enables  

Tues Feb 14th: General Meeting 
Neil Laughton ‘From V enezuela to Greenland with
love’
Wed Feb 15th: Northern Lecture
Ed Douglas   ‘Don’t cook yak in anger .’

February 17th-March 5th: Climbing Meet Morocco
Trad Rock
Tues Feb 28th: Bristol Lecture Meet   T ony Penning
‘The It alian Job’
Tues March 14th: Lecture Meeting   Phil W ickens
‘Amongst penguins in a frozen bathtub.’
Wed March 15th: Northern Lecture 
Mick Fowler ‘On Thin Ice.’
Tues April 1 1th: Lecture Meeting   Andy Kirkp atrick
TBA
April 28th-30th: Lake District Meet

Tue May 9th: Lecture Meeting   Ian Smith ‘Edward
Whymper: beyond the Matterhorn.’
Wed May 10th: ASC Spring Lecture and Buffet 
John Moore  ‘Mount ain glaciers and how they work -
information for ski mount aineers.’

May 19th-21st: Peak District Meet
July 18th-30th: Alpine Meet (p art 1) Ecrins Massif
July 22nd-Aug 6th: Alpine Meet (p art 2) Valais
July 29th-Sept 3rd: AC Expedition Pamirs.
Aug 5th-20th: BMC Alpine Meet Saas Grund
Sept 3rd-17th: Alpine Meet (p art 3) Dolomites
Wed Oct 11th: ASC Autumn lecture and buffet.  
John Cleare.  (T itle still to be announced) John will be
showing slides of ski mount aineering and touring trip s
in Europe.
Oct 20th-22nd: Alpine Reunion Meet. Patterdale 
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Venue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage
7.30pm

Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
start at 7.30pm (sharp!), with the

bar opening from 6pm.  The Library
usually stays open until 7pm.

AC Informal Meetings are usually
held in London on the fourth

Tuesday in the month from January
to June and in September and

November.  A visiting speaker may
be arranged otherwise members

are invited to entertain one another
with say 10 pictures and a short
account of their recent exploits.

NORTHERN LECTURES ASC LECTURESLONDON MEETINGS

ASC 2006 Lectures

Alpine Ski Club May 10th S pring
lecture and buffet. 
Speaker: John Moore "Mount ain
Glaciers and how they work -
information for the ski moun -
taineer".  
John will talk on "The mechanisms of ice
movement, - brittle fracture - crevasses,
ice falls etc. and flow - internal deforma-
tion within ice.  processes in mountain
glaciers and glaciers as indicators of cli-
mate fluctuations".
John is a geologist at the Imperial
College School of Mines.  The talk will
undoubtedly be authorititive, extremely
interesting and pertinent to all skiers and
mountaineers.
Time 7.00pm at the Alpine Club.   Cost
£10 per head.  AC members welcome. 

Please contact Ingram Lloyd if you wish
to attend by Wednesday 3rd May
secret ary@alpineskiclub.org.uk

Alpine Ski Club October 1 1th
Autumn lecture and buffet.  
Speaker: John Cleare.  (T itle still
to be announced) John will be
showing slides of ski moun -
taineering and touring trip s in
Europe.
John is a professional mountain photog-
rapher, his keen eye for "the" picture and
skill with cameras will give us a memo-
rable evening; hopefully recalling trips
we have made and some we still wish to
make.
Time 7.00pm at the Alpine Club.   Cost
£10 per head.  AC members welcome

Please contact Ingram Lloyd if you wish
to attend by Wednesday 4th  October
secret ary@alpineskiclub.org.uk

Office: The Old Forge, Sulgrave,
Banbury, OX17 2RP

Tel: 01295 760678,  Fax: 01295 76098

Wednesday 15 February
‘Don’t Cook Yak In Anger ’:
Climbing in W estern Sichuan with
Ed Douglas
In October Ed Douglas and Duncan
Tunstall made the first ascent of the
North Face of Xiashe (5833m) in a five-
day round trip. Xiashe sits above the
Zophu Valley, an outstandingly beautiful
area and home to a long tradition of
Tibetan nomadism that is rapidly facing
up to Chinese development. Ed shows
you don’t have to be a super-hero to do
interesting new routes in the Himalaya,
and gives the low-down on climbing and
travelling in this extraordinary corner of
the world.

Wednesday 15 March
‘On Thin Ice’ with Mick Fowler
Mick Fowler is recently returned from
Tibet where with Chris Watts he made
the first ascent of the truly stunning
Kajaqiao (6447m), a Matterhorn-like
Peak in the Nyenchentangla East in a
nine-day round-trip plagued by heavy
snow and high winds. He also recently
won a major prize at the Banff Mountain
Book Festival for his second volume of
memoirs ‘On Thin Ice’ and will be talking
on both these subjects for the Alpine
Club.

Anyone who has an interesting trip they
are prepared to lecture on is invited to

contact Ed Douglas at 
edward.douglas@btinternet.com

Tue 14 February .  General meet -
ing.  Neil Laughton  "From
Venezuela to Greenland with
love..." 
Neil will give a St. Valentine’s Day talk
about his two expeditions in 2005 - an
exploratory adventure in the Venezuelan
jungle by paramotor and a ski-moun-
taineering expedition to an unexplored
part of the Watkins Range in Greenland.

Tue 14 March.  Lecture meeting.
Phil W ickens  “Amongst
Penguins in a Frozen Bathtub.” 
Last winter a team of seven sailed from
Ushuaia to the Antarctic Peninsula. Phil
will talk about their exploits in the sea,
mountains and sky. 

Tue 11 April.  Lecture Meeting.
Andy Kirkp atrick. TBA

Tuesday 9th May 2006. Lecture
Meeting. Ian Smith. “Edward
Whymper: beyond the
Matterhorn.”
Ian takes a look at Whymper's back-
ground, his importance as a wood
engraver and book illustrator, his travels
in Greenland, and will tell us what he
thinks of Whymper’s character after
three years of research. He will say
something briefly about his Alpine climb-
ing, and why his trip to Ecuador was so
significant. 

New  Venue
The AC is branching out. After the success of the Northern Lectures

organised by Martin W ragg and Ed Douglas, S tephen V enables has st art -
ed a Bristol based lecture venue to serve AC members in the South
West.The first southwest regional slideshow was  Ian Howell, t alking

about some of his many adventures on Mt Kenya and other East African 
mount ains.  The second is coming up soon:

Tony Penning
Tuesday Febuary 28th - 7.30pm
'The Italian Job' (T ony Penning)

Tony Penning t alks about his love affair - New 
Routeing - on the It alian side of the Mont Blanc Range. 

VENUE
Upper room of the Nova Scotia, Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJThe Nova

Scotia Hotel is a well-know Bristol landmark, situated at the western end
of the Floating Harbour , with ample local p arking and good beer .

Lectures st art at 7.30pm

All members and their guest s welcome.

AC at the RGS Book Fair .
As last year , the Club will be

participating in the Royal Geographical
Society Book Fair along with some 30
bookseller members of the Provincial

Book Fairs Association. 
The Fair will t ake place at the RGS, 1

Kensington Gore, London SW7 on
Sunday 2 April from 1 1 am - 5 pm
A variety of duplicates from the AC

Library will be on sale at 'normal retail'
prices. Entry is free to AC members on

production of membership card and
they will also receive a 10% discount on
the purchase of AC books to reflect the

rate at which we would normally sell
them through the Club lists.



Alpine Club Shakhdara Expedition 2006
The Shakhdara Range lies in the south of the Gorno-Badakhshan region of Tajikistan. The mountains are part of the Pamirs,

close to where they become the Hindu Kush, and are
dominated by the stunning peaks of Karl Marx (6723m),
Engels (6510m) and Tajikistan (6585m). This area has
had no British ascents. The main objective is Pik Karl
Marx, though other peaks will be attempted if possible! If
you are interested in joining this expedition or have any
queries please contact the expedition organiser (Phil
Wickens).

ABOUT THE EXPEDITION
DATES: July 29th - Sept 3rd 2006  
The Team
Expedition Organiser: Phil W ickens 
(email phil_wickens@hotmail.com )
Members:
Phil Wickens    Derek Buckle 
Kai Green Ka   Steve Hunt
Toto Gronlund  Rick Allen 
Bill Thurston    Tim Sparrow 

THE MOUNTAINS, ROUTES & PREVIOUS ASCENTS
Our aim is to make first British ascents of mountains in

this range. All the mountains in this area have had previ-
ous ascents by Russian teams, but only one visit by a non-Russian team (an internation-
al team visited the north side of Pik Karl Marx in 2005 and nearly reached the summit of
Pik Engels). The previous recorded visit to this range was by a Russian team in 1986.
Below are the routes on the main peaks in this area, as shown on the map above
(grades are Russian - see bottom for UIAA comparison). Most of the photos are of the
north side - I have been unable to get any photos of the south sides of the highest peaks 

We will travel from Dushanbe (the capital of Tajikistan) by vehicle along the
Oxus/Panjh river to the village of either Vang or Zong on the south side of the mountains
(3 days). We will then travel with mules to set up a base camp on the south side of Pik
Karl Marx (2 days). From here we will be able to attempt the south sides of Pik Karl
Marx (6723m), Pik Engels (6510m) and a number of other peaks (including Tajikistan
and Moskovskaya Pravda). Each of my Tajik contacts have travelled in this region and
assure me it is politically safe.

WEATHER / CONDITIONS
Late July and early August is the best time to visit as the weather at this time of year is

generally warm and settled. A month earlier access to the mountains can be difficult due
to heavy snow, and a month later strong winds make climbing unpleasant. 
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AC CLIMBING FUND MEET

AC Climbing Fund is supported by

Latest news
With 8 members booked on the expedition and flights reserved, things are 

moving along fast. The group got together in North Wales for a weekend of 
planning and perusing maps and photos on 21-22 January, and were fortunate 
to enjoy 2 days of good weather on dry and deserted rock.

The Shakhdara Range is located at the southern end of the Pamirs, within the 
autonomous region of Gorno-Badakhshan in Tajikistan. We intend to locate our 
base-camp in the Nishgar Valley to the SW of Pik Karl Marx (6723m), which 
will give good access to several glaciers and numerous objectives.

Local transport, visas and permits are being provided by the Alpine Fund, a 
charity set up by an American climber to assist at-risk children in 
Kyrghizstan and Tajikistan. In return, the expedition members will be making a dona-
tion to the charity, and it is hoped that one of their youth camps will join us for the
walk-in and first few days of the expedition.

USEFUL LINKS
Foreign and Commonwealth Office T ajikist an page

Training W/E for the high Pamirs!
Phil planning for rising sea levels
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AC CLIMBING FUND MEET

Pik Tajikist an (6585m)
E rib  from Dridj Glacier

(mixed) 5a
E ridge (mixed) 5b

E ridge via 6100 (mixed) 5b
S ridge (mixed) 5b

SE ridge (mixed) 5b
NE ridge (mixed) 6a
PHOTO: NE FACE

Pik Engels (6510m)
W rib (mixed) 5a
S wall (mixed) 5a

W spur and S wall (mixed) 5b
N ridge via Shaboy Gl.

(mixed) 6a
S rib (mixed) 6a

S wall (mixed) 5b
SE rib (mixed) 5b

E wall central (mixed) 6a
S wall (mixed) 6a
N wall (mixed) 6a 

NE wall (mixed) 6a
NE central wall (mixed) 6a

N ridge  (mixed) 6a
SE wall  (mixed) 6a

PHOTO: NORTH FACE

The Russian Grading System:
1B: Some easy roped climbing.
2A: Several pitches of easy roped climbing.
2B: Some II+ and III climbing on a multipitch route.
3A: Contains 1-1.5 pitches of III climbing on a multi-pitch
route.
3B: One or two pitches of III+/IV climbing on a full-day route.
4A: A full day route with IV+ climbing.
4B: Several pitches of IV+ or some V+ climbing.
5A: Contains several pitches of V climbing on a 1- to 3-day
route.
5B: Two-plus days with some VI+ climbing.
6A and 6B: Multi-day routes with considerable VI or harder
climbing.

Other Peaks in the
Area

Danelaytisa (5837m)

Ostraya (5822m)

Chiurlionisa (5794m)

Pk. 5500

Nikoladsye (6340m)
NE arete (mixed) 5b

Pik Tajikist an South (6300m)
E face (mixed) 5b
E face (mixed) 6a  

Leningrad GU (6222m)
W ridge (mixed) 4b
S ridge (mixed) 4b 
E face (mixed) 5b  

The AC Climbing Fund
In 2004 it was a concern of  the AC committee that the Club was not
doing enough to promote climbing and mountain exploration - after all

that is what the club was set up to achieve!
As the club is struggling to make ends meet, it was decided to create
the AC Climbing Fund and go out and find a sponsor(s) so that the

club could promote climbing without spending members contributions
on promoting climbing for more active members. The club was fortu-
nate that Chris W atts (AC member) decided that the AC Climbing

Fund was exactly the right vehicle for his distribution company,
First Ascent , to sponsor in the spirit of ‘giving something back‘ as did

a small number of supportive AC members. 
As a result we now have a vibrant programme of adventurous meets

that are made possible by the Climbing Fund paying for a proper level
of organisation whilst participating members pay their own way.

Pik Karl Marx (6723m)
W ridge (mixed) 4b
S ridge (snow/ice) 4b
SW ridge (snow/ice) 5a
S face (mixed) 5b
NW ? (mixed) 5b
N face direct (mixed) 6a
N face (mixed) 6a
N face central spur
(mixed) 6a
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2006 AC MEETS

2006 Meets

SCOTTISH WINTER MEET: 3-4
Febuary 2006
Once again the popular Scottish winter
meet has been booked at the Pottery
Bunkhouse, Laggan for the nights of 3-4
February 2006.  Costs are £11 pppn if
you provide your own sleeping bag.
Bedding can be provided at a further £3
per night.  The bunkhouse has good
kitchen facilities and there is a local pub
which serves evening meals.  16 places
have been reserved so book early to
avoid disappointment. 

Contact: Andy Gallagher
andygallagher1@btinternet.com 

(01764 650419)

MOROCCO TRAD ROCK
February 17 --  March 5
The publication of the Anti-Atlas guide
book last year has made it easy to
access the wealth of climbing developed
over the last 11 years by Claude Davis,
Les Brown, Joe Brown, Chris Bonington,
Derek Walker and others. The area is
unspoiled by tourism and provides a
huge amount of climbing both existing
and potential. The bigger cliffs are
quartzite with natural protection, and
there is also much granite some of
which has been bouldered and some
bolted. The almond blossom should be
out, together with the sun. There will be
some members in the area for the whole
period, but mainly there for one week.
For details of flights, transfers and
accommodation:-

Contact Malcolm Eldridge, 
malcolmeldridge@tiscali.co.uk

01925 266288

LAKE DISTRICT MEET: 28-29-
30April 2006
New Members/Meet the President Meet

PEAK DISTRICT MEET: 19-20-21
May 2006 
Peak district meet at the Don Whillans
Memorial Hut at the Roaches. Climbing
starts 10m from the hut, you can't get
much closer than that. After the climbing
we will relax with a barbecue in the hut
garden. Interested? 

Contact: S teve Hunt
huntyclimbs@hotmail.com

01924 463036.

ALPS 2006 (part 1) 18th July to
30th July 2006  Ecrins Massif
Briançon - Argentière - Ailefroide area -
exact location not yet fixed

Joint FRCC/AC/CC
Co-ordinator Jeremy Whitehead 

jeremy@jeremywhitehead.fsnet.co.uk

ALPS 2006 (part 2) 22nd July to
6th August 2006 V alais
Atermenzen camp site between Randa
& Tasch

Joint AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC
Co-ordinators S teve Hunt 

huntyclimbs@hotmail.com
Mike Pinney 

Mikegpinney@aol.com

ALPS 2006 (part 3) 3rd Sept to
17th Sept 2006 Dolomites

New guide out in Jan 2006! 
Cortina 

Joint AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC
Co-ordinator Jeff Harris   
jeff@jharris.fsnet.co.uk

ALPINE REUNION  20th-22nd Oct
and meet-coordinators Meet
George S tarkey Hut Patterdale

Joint AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC
Co-oordinator Mike Pinney

Mikegpinney@aol.com

AC EXPEDITION: Pamirs,  July 29
to September 3 2006 
Shakhdara Range, Pamirs, Tajikistan

This, the first AC expedition, is open to
AC members. The Shakhdara Range
contains many dramatic mountains,
including Peaks Karl Marx and Engels,
and has excellent prospects for numer-
ous first British ascents. 

Dear Sir ,
I am writing with regard to an item that

appeared in the Autumn Newsletter
(3/2005).

I noticed that in the Symposium
Programme notes (p13) concerning
Mark Jenkins' talk it is recorded that he,
together with Steve Roach, recently
achieved the first ascent of the West
Face Direct of Marguerita in the
Ruwenzori. However in July 1963 Wing
Commander Harry Archer and myself
climbed the West Face (direct) of
Margherita (as we have always known it)
but did not report it as a first ascent as I
understood it had been climbed previ-
ously.

Reference to Osmaston and Pasteurs'
excellent 'Guide to the Ruwenzori' pub-
lished in 1972, confirms (p76) that
P.Gighlione, G.Gualco and E.Frache had
indeed made the first recorded ascent of
the West Face (direct) in 1956. Our
route in 1963 was started from a bivouac
near the Moraine Hut and followed a line
very close to the Gighlione route shown
in the figure on page 77 of the Guide
Book. The main difference being that for
the final 500ft or so we followed a line
somewhat to the right (S) of the
Gighlione route thus providing an even
more direct line to the summit of
Margherita.

We graded the climb, which took
around 5 hours, in good conditions, as V
but as we only possessed fairly primitive
gear, a single long ice-axe each, ex-WD
crampons and a rack of the original
Stubai ice screws I imagine it may 
qualify as a modern day IV.

For the record, we mounted two
lengthy RAF expeditions to the
Ruwerzori, in 1962 and 1963, giving us
some 8 weeks in this delightful range
during which we climbed all the peaks,
most of them more than once. We
enjoyed two modest first ascents on
Iolanda and Bottego and a very near
miss on the N Face of Mount Baker. It
was a great privilege to climb in these
mystical and magical mountains - an
enticement for any adventure moun-
taineer - and 40 plus years on I still rate
the Ruwenzori as one of the most inspir-
ing ranges I have visited worldwide.

Finally, it would be great to know if the
ancient ice-axe (or more of a pick axe!)
left on the summit ridge of Mt. Stanley - I
think on Albert - by the Duke of Abruzzi
(circa 1906) is still there. We hope so;
perhaps the Jenkins/Roach team 
spotted it?

Yours sincerely,
JOHN EDWARDS  Wing Commander

LETTERS

Who done i t ?

Int ernat ional
Fest ival  o f

Mount a ineer ing
L i t erat ure

25th March 2006
Bretton Hall

David Robert s (USA), Arlene
Blum (USA), Bernadette

McDonald (Canada), plus
Peter Hodgkiss, Andy Cave,

Mick Fowler , John Porter ,
John Innerdale, Jerry Lovatt

and Ed Douglas discuss
'Who Preserves Our

Herit age?'
Ticket s are £27.50 from T erry Gifford,

15 Ednaston Court, Ednaston,
Ashbourne, DE6 3BA, UK, p ayable to

'Festival of Mount aineering
Literature'. For further enquiries

email: terry@gifford9.wanadoo.co.uk
or phone T erry Gifford on 01335

360581 after 27 Feb. Fax: 01 13 343
9148. The full programme and book -

ing form are on our website:
www.festivalofmount aineeringlitera -
ture.co.uk. Ticket s will be mailed out

in late February . 

Alan Hinkes OBE
Our very own Alan Hinkes has been

awarded the OBE - presumably for ser-
vices to mountaineering - although we
know it’s for being the first Brit to climb

all the 14  8,000m peaks.

Congratulations, Alan.
Good Effort.
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

Rising st andards at the UK’ s
top clubs! Mark V allance,
President of the BMC with
Dick Turnbull, VP of the
Alpine Club and their butler ,
Colin Foord, President of
the Mynedd M C af ter their
Christmas Day ascent of
Christmas Crack on
Stanage.

Mount Everest : The Reconnaissance 1935 
by Tony Astill

Eric Shipton led the 5th expedition to Mount Everest and Tony Astill has 
written and published this book which tells the story of ‘the forgotten 

adventure‘.
Bill Tilman and Tenzng, who got first chance, were in the team which 

climbed two dozen 20,000 ft peaks in ’an orgy of mountaineering’.
Dan Bryant became the first New Zealander to go to Everest. Charles 

Warren, Edwin Kepson, Edmund Bryant and the surveyor Michael Spender 
completed the team which may have made the first ascent of Everest 

itself, but for the weather.
The body of Maurice Wilson, the Everest aviator was found abandoned on 

the mountain.
With a foreword by Lord Hunt and introduction by Sir Edmund Hillary, 

this new hardback book of 360 pages has 125 original photographs, 10 
maps and a unique double dust jacket of the photogram metric survey of 

the North Face of Everest.

‘compelling mountain reading‘ Jan Morris. ‘a magnificent piece of 
scholarship’ Stephen V enables . ‘a superb book’ Yoshimi Yakushi.

A must for any mount aineer - Price £30 + p&p 
cont act tel. 023 80293767 

alpes@sup anet.com 
‘Arcadia’, Hazel Grove, Ashurst, Southampton  SO40 7AJ

New Book

BMC Alpine Meet
The BMC Alpine Meet is being held in Saas Grund 5th - 20th

August. It's open to all BMC Members, individuals, clubs, student s
etc, and includes some guided courses run by Alpine Guides -

Rich Cross, Al Powell et al.
Here are the det ails: 

BMC Alpine Meet - Information.p df   BMC Alpine Meet -
Registration and Course Booking Form.p df 

You can find det ails about the meet: www.thebmc.co.uk/event s.asp

Help! 
Char lo t t e Road 

House Com m it t ee
Volunteers w anted
We are desperate to find volunteers to
assist with the running of 55 Charlotte
Road. Volunteers need to live within

reach of the office and be willing to get
their hands dirty with odd jobs such as

decoration, moves of furniture and minor
repairs, oversee small refurbishment pro -
ject s as well as deal with the occasional
emergency and ensure that everything is

functionning properly . 

We would also welcome anyone who has
electrical, plumbing and carpentry skills

who is prep ared to help with the 
occasional small job. 

Charlotte Road is an old building is quite
expensive to run and maint ain. This is a
way to help the club in a very direct way

to keep running cost s down.
Please cont act Allison in the club office.

This is  im por t ant  so p lease
respond i f  you c an.
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MEMBERS ACTIVITIES

Ama Dablam Expedition 2005
Sandy Allan (AC member and IFMGA/UIAGM Guide) led the Team Ascent Ama

Dabam Expedition Autumn 2005. Climbing by the South West Ridge, the team com-
prised of 6 Members, Kathryn Grindrod, Dr Janis T ait, Dr Alist air Meikle, Chris
Cookson and Rob S turdy .

Departing the UK on 16th October the team flew to Kathmandu, Nepal and then on
to Lukla on the 20th October. Rather than going direct to Ama Dablam base camp
we trekked towards Everest base camp and Kallipatar and then over the Kogma La
(5535m) in order to assist acclimatisation. We arrived at Ama Dablam base camp

(4800m) on the 30th October with everyone in good spirits. After a rest day we went
to camp 1 carrying equipment and returned to base camp. On the 3rd November the
team ascended to Camp 1, spent the night there and then ascended to the yellow
tower (traditional site for C2) and returned to base camp. Finally on the 6th the team
all set off for a summit attempt, staying at Camp 1 and then camp 3 and attempting
the summit on the 8th November. All the team members
got to Camp 3 (6400m) and Dr J Tait and Rob Sturdy
reached 6500m running out of energy and turning back
to C3 at around 8.30 am. Sandy Allan, Kathryn Grindrod,
Chris Cookson, Alistair Meikle, Sonam Sherpa and De
Nima Sherpa (Sirdar) all summitted between 10.00am
and 10.30 am in cold and windy weather. All members
returned back to camp 1 that same evening and returned
safely to base camp on the 9th November and the team
left base camp on the
10th November.

We would like to
thank, Mountain
Equipment, Patagonia
and Rab Down equip-
ment for their support.

This is Kathryn
Grindrod (SMC) first
ascent in the Himalaya,
and Sandy's second
ascend of Ama Dablam,
having climbed the SW
ridge during a winter
ascent in 1999.
Sandy Allan
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AC MEET REPORTS

Chamonix Ice Meet Jan 2006  

Wall-to-wall sunshine, sub-zero temperatures, sticky ice and plenty of snow (if
not perfect powder). The AC's Chamonix ice meet in mid-January could hardly
fail given such conditions. Nor did it. Sixteen of us converged on a couple of
apartments in Chamonix Sud for stays of varying length. Over the week the
group accumulated a respectable tally of valley ice routes, classic lines within
striking distance of the Midi cable car, and exhilarating ski tours.

The meet was superbly organised by Francoise Call, part-time Chamonix resi-
dent, who thoughtfully spared us domesticity by arranging for us to dine each
night at modest price in a restaurant beneath the apartments. Part of the enter-
tainment was guessing who would turn up as torchlight finishes of the Vallée
Blanche became frequent. One couple - Carl Baker and Bea Vidando, a
Spanish friend of Françoise's - dossed on the Midi for four nights in what
seemed a deliberately leisurely approach to the Mallory Route.

The only major failing of the week was the ski binding below my right boot,
resulting in the horrible sound of crunching bone and a helicopter ride to
Chamonix hospital. A hidden slab had sent me cartwheeling almost at the end
of an otherwise enjoyable crossing of the Col du Passon, above le Tour.

With the meet cut short for me by a broken fibula, I'm relying on the following
list from Françoise to give a sample of what was achieved - one more thing we
all have to thank her for.

Most notable was the Mallory in poor condition scaled by the 'eloping' couple
Carl and Bea, the Goulotte Chere, Arête des Cosmiques, Goulotte Perroux,
Cascade du Dard les Houches, Cascade de Bellevue, Cascade Petoudes
Trient (2 lines), Cascade de Troll Cogne, and many visits to the ice lines of
the Cremerie. Françoise, Ben Griapos and Gus Morton had a strenuous day
doing the Tour Ronde, contending with loose snow over loose rocks, and
several parties made ski forays in the Aiguilles Rouge.

On and off the
mountain, the
meet was a lot of
fun, six nationali-
ties - British,
French, Spanish,
Swiss, Australian
and New Zealand-
young ones and
grizzled ones.
Don't miss it next
year…but check
your bindings.

Stephen Goodwin

Ben Griapos on the Goulotte
Perroux III 4+  on the T riangle
du Tacul (and below)

Steve Goodwin t aking
the easy way home!

Ben Griapos attempting to
get to the N Face of the
Requin (photos: Rob Jarvis)

The organiser-Françoise Call-
sharpening her tools.

STOP PRESS
Patrick Pitoeff and his climbing partner, Lucas, both  teachers from Chamonix, were
avalanched whilst climbing on a watercourse near the tunnel at Les Favrands, Nr
Chamonix on Jan 28th and are missing, presumed dead. They were both friends of
Francoise Call and known to many AC members and were present on the recent  AC
Ice Meet in Chamonix.
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2005 AC A NNUAL DINNER

Phil W ickens - blinded by Alli’ s light

Mike Pinney and John T emple 
- founder members of CAMRA?

Who’se this guy?
Mick Fowler unsure
of Bob Allen!

Naughty Boys!
Paul Ramsden &
Mark Jennings
get the giggles.

You mean to tell me
there’ s another 
Mike Mortimer?

Steve Goodwin happy
with W ine and Rose!

Watch out girls! Hilary W alker & Julie Ann
Clyma unaware of the danger!

The Establishment. V/P Richard Morgan and
Stephen t aking advice from Roger Chorley .

Roger Payne entert aining our international guest s,
Tom Nakamura & Mrs Jennings!

Another venue - another brilliant night
out for the AC! After last year ’s highly

successful dinner at Shap W ells the AC
changed venue to the Rheged complex
out side Penrith. Both the Symposium

and Dinner proved to be extremely pop -
ular and well attended, as you can see!

Robin
Ashcrof t
and friend
with Bill
Thurston
and Dave
Wynne-
Jones
eying up
the sp are
wine!

Lizzy Hawke rwith Dave W ynne-Jones extending the
arm of friendship to Adele Long.

Big Brother
is watching

you!
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2005 AC A NNUAL DINNER

Someone loves you, Glyn! 

Top t able jollity - S teve, Val Brown and  
Chris W atts living it up.

Joe Brown admitting
to his p ast!

---- and when did you last see your father?
Mark Vallance, Charles Clark & Margaret Pope
asking the questions.

Lindsay Griffin & Mark Upton laughing
at the ‘Guess My Age’ result s!

Happy guest s! Chris and
Siobhan from First Ascent with
Fiona Silberbach of the CC and
her p artner Keith Sanders

The youth wing of the AC.
Alli and Phil entert aining
Tom Lambert of the CUMC
and friends.

Derek Buckle with Al Scott, Jo Campbell
and Stuart W orsfold.

Martin W ragg
comtemplating
the fees
earned from
slanderous
captions!

George Band toasting
with John Innerdale

Our Czech Republic guest s, Mirek
& Irene with that girl again in the
background.

Patrick Fagan and
Derek Walker sug -
gesting captions to
the newsletter Ed!

Are you sure you should be
looking at this? El Presidente,
Julie Ann Clyma checking out
Mike Searle’ s laptop. 

Don’t worry
he’s over
there t alk-
ing!
Chris W atts
with V al and
friend.
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PATAGONIA 2005

Ist E- W traverse of the Pat agonian Icecap
2005

During the good weather window of November - whilst Robert Jasper and Stephan
Glowacz were completing their epic - another first happened on the Patagonian Ice-
Cap, a group of 9 explorers completed the first ever E-W traverse of the Patagonian
Ice Cap.

The route started by boat up Lago del Desierto and across the Argentine/Chilean
frontier before crossing Lago O'Higgins and skirting Lago Chico.  Following a scare
involving the non-arrival of the horses carrying half of our kit a consequently uncom-
fortable night was spent squeezed five to a tent. The following day the entry onto the
badly ridged and crevassed ice of Glacier Chico was eventually achieved after a
treacherous walk down from the ridge above Lago Chico over steep and slippery
ground; one false start and a dangerous tyrolean river crossing.  

Our first
night on the Ice cap was spent at the top of Glacier Chico,
next to Paso Marconi.   The following day conditions were
excellent for pulk-hauling with excellent snow and ice.  We
camped below Paso Moreno in worsening weather hoping for
unimpeded views of Cerro Torre and Monte Fitzroy.  Despite
the storm which then raged uninterrupted for three days, we
managed to build an igloo and hunker down together brewing
up to kill the boredom. In the course of the storm well over a
metre of snow fell and the tents had to be dug out repeatedly,
despite their protective snow walls. Finally, in the evening of
Remembrance Day, the weather cleared to allow spectacular
views of the Cordon Fitzroy.  

Conditions on 12 November were perfect for sledge-pulling -
clear skies and crisp hard snow underfoot.  We set off towards
Chile.  As we pulled, the clouds drew in, but suddenly, on the
back of the Andes, in the middle of the continent, they cleared
and we were treated to the wonderful sight of a rainbow mark-
ing the way down off the glacier.  With Cerro Torre and Fitzroy
diminishing behind us and the spires of the Chilean Andes
rearing their heads before us we set off downhill, West
towards the Pacific.

Once over the back of the Andes, the snow became softer
and the going harder.  We passed through a maze of crevass-
es, entertainingly negotiated with 80kg pulks and pressed on

The author , Andy Denton

Which way? 

Worth all the hard work Sunset on the Icecap
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PATAGONIA 2005

Eastern Edges: North
Burbage, Millstone and Beyond.

This is the latest gritstone guide from the rejuvenated BMC guidebook
machine. The name sounds like its Buzz Lightyear’s manual (and
mantra) to this iconic area..... and so it is. This guide pushes the

‘beyond’ crags forcefully with some great photos of routes you can’t
believe you’ve not done on neglected and unfashionable crags (e.g.

Pollux E1 5b on Agden Rocher, The Rat E1 5b on Ladybower Quarry)
as well as comprehensive details of all the bouldering in the area. 

The stlye is busy and peppered with photos often helpfully illuminating
the character and the layout of the more esoteric areas. 

(i.e. Back Tor, White Tor etc) 
In fact the main crag of the area, Millstone, doesn’t dominate the

guide like it did in previous editions. This is not to say that it‘s cover-
age is poor but rather the other crags come across as suddenly more

interesting than they were! As in the first guide from Niall Grimes’
team this guide has a complex magazine-style design with lots of idio-
syncratic detail boxes dotted through the text giving us personal com-

ments, technical requirements, historical precis, essential lists,
quizzes as well as diagrams, clear crag photos and of course loads of

action shots.....and all in glorious colour!
This is by any account a really exciting and motivating guide. Whilst

other modern productions have shown new approches to conventional
guides, this team have stepped up to the challenge of competition and
created a vibrant combination of essential history, tradition and com-
prehensive coverage of the routes with a modern, exciting and fully

engaged sense of commitment to showing us all how fantastic 
climbing in this area really is.

If you want a gripe...... then maybe a more powerful cover photo shot
would give the whole guide even more definitive weight!

BMC Guides: V olume Editor: David Simmonite
Series Editor: Niall Grimes

Price: £18.95

New Book

towards our exit point.  Several more camps on the
plateau in front of the Cordon Mariano Moreno, with the
Volcan Lauturo behind us, brought us, abruptly from thick
fog to the end of the Ice cap.  Below us we could see the
glistening fjord which was our promised land.

However, between us and it lay the Impenetrable Rain
Forest - never crossed from this direction.  We camped
on the last snow bound ridge and listened to the wind
work itself into a frenzy.  In the morning, we staggered off
with pulks & Skis on our backs plunging regularly into
waist-deep snow down to the edge of the rain forest.  

The rain forest itself was a Dali-esque nightmare.
Rotten trunks, spanning gaps over chasms, splitting
trees disguising vertiginous drops, creepers apparently
solid, awaiting the pull of a hand to fall from their lodging
and all the time a horizontal rain which somehow found
its way through the canopy to lash our rent and torn
waterproofs.  Three abseils a Tyrolean crossing and a
very long day eventually brought us down to the desert-
ed beach of
Trinidad Fjord.

Three increas-
ingly desperate
days were passed
on its desolate

shore, stoking the fire in the forlorn hope of drying our kit
from the relentless rain and waiting for our salvation - the
80-year old wooden sailing boat, the Penguin, which would
take us the two days back along the Chilean Fjords to
Puerto Natales and safety.  The Penguin, when it did arrive,
was disappointingly small and its deep keel meant it was
unable to make the beach, necessitating an epic end to the
trip, rowing out into the Pacific for over a km in a tiny, tin
boat, wearing ski boots, with an increasingly loose rowlock,
piles of kit and a worsening storm threatening a damp end
to a fantastic adventure.

Operational support, planning and on the trip logistics
was provided by Marcello Comminetti of Star Guides who
also takes commercial trips to Patagonia, or can custom
support and plan your own expedition.
www.guidest armount ain.com              Andy Denton

Heavy loads and black ice- ugh!

Heavy loads and steep
temperate jungle - ugh!
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SOUTH AMERICA 2005

Bol iv ia 2005

Having spent the last twenty years climbing in the European Alps,
mainly in Switzerland, last year's trip to Bolivia, climbing in the
Cordillera Real, was a whole new experience.  It is a very long way to
travel, firstly, with an eleven hour flight from Heathrow to Sao Paulo,
and then two further hops to La Paz making a total of twenty-four
hours travelling.  

My recommendation to anyone seeking to climb in Bolivia and flying
into La Paz, is to head for the hills, or at least to Lake Titicaca, as
soon as possible.  La Paz is not an attractive place, very much
dominated by the contrasts of wealth and poverty that one finds in the
developing world.  

Bolivia is a nation of stallholders with street vendors everywhere,
selling literally anything, including dried llama foetuses, which are
burned as a good luck charm, or buried beneath the foundation stone
of  a new house to bring good luck to the home. Amongst other 
experiences in La Paz, I suffered an attempted robbery in the street
when a man splattered me from behind with something like HP Sauce
and then gestured to the sky pretending that I had been splattered by
a bird, whilst at the same time attempting to relieve me of my wallet.

The major challenge for mountaineers in Bolivia is acclimatisation.
La Paz is the highest capital city in the world, at approximately 3,500
metres, with the airport above the rim of the canyon at 4,000 metres.
The six members of our party all coped differently with the rigours of
altitude and the diet of the third world.   One of the group had a
headache (and sometimes worse) for the whole of the first week.  We
spent the first three days sightseeing, principally going to

Copacabana on the shores of Lake Titicaca, then taking a boat across to the
Island of the Sun, which provides Inca ruins and a lovely walk along the top of the
island from end to end.

Our trip was organised by Adventure Peaks, based in Ambleside (015934 33794)
whose local representative was Sky Bolivia.  Adventure Peaks provided an excel-
lent leader in Will Payne, and Sky Bolivia organised everything locally including
porters, mules, our cook (complete with mess tent), our guide and the hotels.
Going "commercial" like this is much recommended in view of the challenges of
this far away location. The local maps and climbing guides are unreliable, as, for
example, one summit was marked as 5,000 metres whereas in fact it was approxi-
mately 5,200 metres.  We went for three weeks in August 2005, and the weather
was consistently good, although very cold at night at the high altitudes.

Our mountaineering adventures were in three pieces; firstly training peaks from
our base camp on the shores of Laguana Chiar Khota above Tuni where we spent
five nights alongside many other parties; and then two single summit expeditions
to Huayna Potosi (6,088 metres) and to Navado Illimani (6,438 metres), in each
case by the ordinary route.   

From our base camp above Tuni, we were in a perfect position in the centre of a
ring of thirteen named summits, all above 5,100 metres dominated by the
Condoriri Group (5,648m) with three separate summits (depicting the head and

wings of a condor).  This was a wonderful initial playground, which included a truly beautiful mountain, Pequeno Alpamayo (5,370
metres) which we ascended by the west/south-west ridge (AD).  In addition, we climbed Pirimid Blanca (5230 metres) (PD), which no
longer  has a white summit.  As with many other places in the world, the glaciers in Bolivia are fast receding.  Few people were climb-
ing Condoriri due to poor snow and ice conditions.

I had not seen before penitenties, which I understand only occur in the Southern Hemisphere.  On glacier slopes facing in a certain
direction they comprise ice stalagmites which are both beautiful and make the going arduous.  The final summit slope of Huayna
Potoso was covered in penitenties.  This is Bolivia's most popular peak being just above the magic 6,000 metres mark with about a
dozen parties on it that day, and was otherwise straight forward.

Illimani dominates the southern skyline of La Paz, and although it is less than twenty miles away as the crow flies to the roadhead
at Pinaya, it takes four hours by four wheel drive vehicle over extremely rough roads including through an impressive deep river
canyon.  Low base camp is at 4,400 metres, and high base camp is at 5,400 metres, from which I and our guide reached the summit
(6438 metres) in seven hours rising at 1 am.  Although the normal route is graded PD, due to glacier movements, there was an ice
wall at about 6,000 metres which (together with the altitude) defeated all but our guide and one member of our party.  No one else
was on the mountain that day.

The view from the summit was somewhat disappointing; on one side to the east is the Amazon Basin covered in clouds generated
by forest burning (we were able to smell it from 100 miles away). In another direction was smog rising from the urban sprawl of La
Paz and El Alto.  Nevertheless, a brilliant day out and a great sense of achievement for someone used to 4,000 metre summits in the
Alps.                                    William Newsom

Pequeno Alpamayo 5370m

William st arting up the SW
Ridge of Pequeno Alpamayo
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MEMBERS ACTIVITIES

VICOSOPRANO 2005 - A PERSONAL REFLECTION

Last year Gill and I joined the second half of the AC Meet at Innertkirchen and enjoyed an excellent week of climbing in the
Grimsel and Susten Pass area before joining friends in the Saas valley and climbing three 4000m peaks in a short period of very fine
weather.

This formula of unwinding from work in a rock climbing environment before tackling bigger peaks seemed to work well, so this year
we decided to join the meet at Vicosoprano to climb initially in Val Bregalia and then climb in the Bernina.

My last visit to this area was 21 years ago when Roger Larkham from the Oread MC and I snatched the Cassin on the Badile and
the NW Ridge of the Cengalo in a couple of fine spells in a generally unsettled period of weather.  Revisiting this year there were two
changes that struck me.  Firstly the old camp site was no more, apparently having been taken out in a landslide.  The new camp site
on the opposite side of the valley was sunny and well situated and seemed to have a 90% occupancy of Brits, many of them on the
Meet.  Secondly, there is now a wealth of rock climbing at a variety of low level or easily accessible crags that we were not aware of
in 1984, ensuring that one can continue climbing even when the weather is indifferent.

Hence we found ourselves with a number of AC members on Day 1 climbing at Sasso del Drago a crag so close to the road that it
seemed a complete antithesis of the Alpine ideal.  Nevertheless it was a good loosener and over the following days we climbed on
other crags around Chiavenna that offered multi-pitch climbing, generally on Gneiss: Acquafraggia, with its spectacular waterfall and a
good place for a dip after a hot day on the crag.  Also Placce di Bette high above Chiavenna itself.

Easily accessible from Pranzaira close to the campsite, a cable car gave quick access to the climbing around the Albigna Dam -
pre-eminently the Spazzacaldera.  Route Leni was a relatively short 5 pitch route, but quite varied and the first pitch was no pushover.
The classic NE Ridge (Normale Del Dente) was straightforward, but the Nigg Variant provided a good pitch and the main objective of
the day was to climb the spectacular pinnacle, La Fiamma.  We were down to the valley just in time to join a group going to an open
air concert at Castelmur, at Stampa further down the valley, in contrast to our earlier exertions.

Another route in the Albigna area was the Via Steiger on the Punta Albigna.  Mostly straightforward climbing, there are a few slightly
harder pitches in the middle of the lower section.  It is possible to descend from the shoulder after 15 pitches, but we found it worth-
while to continue onto the upper section with an arête in fine position leading to the summit and a total of 24 pitches to provide a fine
mountaineering day.

Probably our best day in the first week was an ascent of the Flatiron on the Pizzi Gemeli. This is normally climbed from the Sciora
hut.  However our uncertain weather information suggested that we would only have a single fine day before a storm, so the plan was
to have a long day climbing the route from the valley.  We left the parking spot at Laret at 8am and had a delightful early morning
walk to the Sciora Hut with no other parties on the trail.  The hut was deserted as we passed and we pressed straight on to the foot
of the route.  The climbing was superb on peerless granite in a magnificent mountain environment.  Apart from Mike and John who
were descending the route as we climbed, we had the mountain to ourselves.  We descended by abseil and again had an almost
deserted trail as we descended past the hut and back down the valley into the evening sun, arriving back at the car just 12 hours
after we set out.  The storm didn't arrive next day, but we needed a rest day anyway!

Although it was fine for Swiss National Day (the campsite laid on aperitifs for all - a nice touch) the weather then deteriorated at the
beginning of our second week.  We needed to start our journey home on Saturday, so on the basis of a forecast of a fine day on
Thursday we joined Mike and Steve on Wednesday to walk up to the Tschurva Hut.  Our objective was the classic Biancograt on the
Piz Bernina and although a layer of cloud obscured the mountain, we trusted the forecast would work out for our ascent the following
day.

It didn't seem a lot better at 3.30am as we joined various parties setting out next morning.  We overtook a few parties and made
good progress to the Fuorcla Prievlusa, deciding to take the original line rather than the recommended diversion on the rock to the
left.  It was cold and windy as we pressed on up the ridge.  The rocks were covered with snow after the recent storms, but this was
not unduly troublesome.  The conditions were more like Scotland in winter than classic summer alpinism.  At one point the cloud part-
ed for a few seconds to reveal the classic light and shade view of the Biancograt ridge with cloud sweeping across the upper section.
The anticipated improvement in the weather did not materialize; cloud closed in again - it was windy with poor visibility and these con-
ditions prevailed for the rest of the day.  There was new snow overlaying older icy snow, so we climbed cautiously but made reason-
able time to the summit of Piz Alv.  

The continuation of the route over the rocky ridge leading to the summit of the Bernina was snow covered and it was slow going.
There were two guided parties plus another unguided party (all German) that now came together with us on this section.  We shared
ropes on the abseils and at one point one of the parties roped to us on a steeper section.  But with a total of 10 people it became
interminably slow.  As conditions had not improved we were feeling pretty cold by the time we reached the summit - about 4 hours
after Piz Alv.  We continued on the descent sticking together as a team, sharing the abseil ropes on several short abseils.  Again we
were moving rather slowly and the descent - in a virtual whiteout - seemed much longer and more serious than I had expected.  

Eventually we got down onto the glacier and started moving more quickly, but then everyone came to a halt and there was a lot of
argument among the German parties.  It appeared that both guides had now decided they were lost!  I appeared to be the only party
with a compass, although the other unguided team had a GPS unit.  One of the guides - Peter - took charge and got a bearing and
we headed off back up the hill!  The other guide - Hans - appeared to disagree and there was a lot of argument.  The situation
seemed quite unpromising:  Gill had been chilled for some time and I was very aware that we were in quite a serious situation as it
was getting late.  Peter prevailed and we followed his bearing.  This was spot on and it was a very relieved party that marched into
the Marco e Rosso hut at 8.30 pm, to discard ice encrusted clothing and accept a very welcome brew!

Next day was stunningly fine - the forecast was one day out!  However, we had got our route in and we could enjoy the descent
across the Bellavista Terrace, down the Fortezza Crest and across the glacier to the Diavolezza Hut.  We roped together with Frank
and Martin, a Father and Son team from Germany that we had met through our shared ascent the previous day.  We enjoyed a beer
together down in the valley.  Back at Vicosoprano we were able to join everyone else on the meet for a meal at the local Pizzeria.
Over 30 people overwhelmed the organisation, but in consequence a lot of beer was drunk and a sociable time enjoyed by all.

Chris Radcliffe
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TIBET 2005

In spite of every
obstacle that the
Chinese authori-
ties could muster -
including the can-
cellation of a per-
mit only a few
hours before we
were due to fly, in
September 2004 -
by mid October of
2005 we, (Mick
Fowler, Adam
Thomas Phil
Amos and
myself), finally
found ourselves
face to face with
the mountain to
which my atten-
tion had been so
subtly drawn. 

Those of you
who attended the
Greater Ranges

symposium at the Rheged centre or Tom Nakamura's presentation at
the AC in May last year, will know that Kajaqiao was a 6447m virgin
summit in the Nyantaglia East Range of Tibet. The range itself is 
loosely 300km NE of Lhasa and whilst the area is generally closed to foreign 
visitors the CTMAare now offering climbing permits for the area.

Our schedule was brutal. Phase one: Fly into Lhasa at 3600m.
Acquire headache. Commence Ibuprofen treatment. Spend two days in

Lhasa shopping for base camp and hill food. Two days driving to
base camp - crossing cols rising up to 5200m. Hire porters at
road head village, 4200m. One day walk to ABC, 4800m. Phase
two gave us 18 days at ABC and above for acclimatization,
reconnaissance and the summit attempt. To make matters worse
we also had a side bet on Malamcho another attractive 6000m
virgin next door.  The weather had been fine up to ABC although
views of the North Face of Kajaqiao showed recent heavy 
snowfall and although snow fell during the night we were anxious
to gain more altitude and to check out the proposed access route
to the west face mountain itself via a concealed glacier. Over four
days we struggled though deep powder snow up to 5500m and in
spite of the cold windy conditions we felt we had a chance. The
route we had originally selected, from Tom Nakamura's photos,
looked to be our best bet so after descending to ABC for a days
rest and packing we commenced the ascent on the 25th October.

Over three days we struggled up to the foot of the face. We
were convinced that our ordeal with the powder would vanish as
the ground steepened but although the climbing (plodding) never
rose above the odd pitch of Scottish IV we were always up to our
knees, thighs or crotch in freezing cold powder. It appears the air

is so dry and so cold that almost no freeze/thaw consolidation occurs and worryingly there were almost no ice belays. Most of the
time we were balancing up powder on rock slabs or loose rubble but somehow we found a perfect, horizontal, tent sized ledge for the
first bivy. Day two was more of the same, deep powder but with steepening ground adding to the sense of insecurity. Our morale was
badly dented when the intended flat bivy ledge had an immovable boulder in the middle and we were forced to sleep toe to toe on a

K ajaqiao - The Mat t erhorn of  T ibet
‘Chris, 

Look at plate 43 next to page 149 in the 2002 Alpine Journal.
I was thinking about heading up to the snow slopes under the west face which looks to give access to both Kajaqiao and Chakucho

(Malamcho). Let me know what you think. Are you up for it? It would be a pleasure to go on holiday together again. 
Speak to you soon.

Mick’

TheWest Face of Kajaqiao (6447m)

Chris and Mick
posing in the
cold.

Chris on the 1st bivvi
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TIBET 2005
narrow snow ledge. Mick with the tent wrapped around
himself on a windy corner while I snuggled down in the
bivy bag with my face in a spindrift runnel that forced me
to sleep all night with the zip closed. By morning I was
feeling the effects of sleep depravation that lasted all
day. Fortunately it takes more to slow down a Fowler
and we ploughed on. By early afternoon we had arrived
at the North West ridge where although we would
encounter the full force of the wind, we hoped to
encounter better snow conditions. At this point we were
both wearing all our clothing, six layers each including
duvets, and still freezing. We reckoned on about -25c
and 50-60 mph winds. The conditions had improved to
the effect that there was ice about 2 feet beneath the
snow but still the going was tough as we were
approaching 6000m. Wanting to get out of the wind and
protect our super lightweight tent for an unnecessary
pounding I urged Mick to dig a snow hole. After an hour
or more we had a produced a shallow slot, that would
need another hour's effort to make deep enough to be
comfortable but by now we were getting really cold so
we slithered in. Mick didn't like it. I thought the king of
the torture tube would be OK but there were mutterings
and concern about getting his pit wet. I had to admit it
was tight so when Mick lobbied for us to get the tent up I agreed.  It was
almost dark and the ground was all around us was deep soft snow. No
matter how much we stomped around nothing would consolidate into a
firm platform so we put up the tent and without any anchors climbed in.
Immediately the floor collapsed into a series of soft waves. Fearing that
the ground would simply collapse beneath us, with obvious conse-
quences, if we both squirmed around we agreed that after eating I would
retire to the snow hole and Mick would lie still.

I can't deny that I slept well but something was not right when I woke
suddenly the next morning. It was too quiet and I was struggling to
breathe. My headtorch revealed the extent of the problem. My pack which
I had placed in the doorway was completely buried. The snow was almost
touching my face even though I had slept as far away for the door as 
possible. I was buried! In a rising panic I started searching for my axe but
remembered it had been used in a pitiful attempt to anchor the tent. I
started digging with my bare hands trying to push the snow back outside
but it wouldn't budge so I began to drag handfuls into the hole ramming it
down into the empty foot of the hole. Soon the hole was full and I still
couldn't push my way out of the door. I had to try something desperate. I bunched myself up as best I could into the top of the hole
and began ramming at the snow with my head. I was angry with myself for letting this happen. I had promised my family I would be
careful and I was alone and scared. After five or six attempts I felt to snow give, a couple more and I burst out into a dark world in full
blizzard mode. My relief was short lived. Mick's tent had been just outside the door now it was gone. I screamed into the void over
and over. Mick where are you? Mick for God's sack answer! It seemed an age but I was so grateful to hear his familiar voice coming

back out of the storm. He was OK but the snow slide that had buried my snow
hole under about five extra feet had pushed Mick, tumbling in the tent, about
fifteen feet down the slope just out of vision. He had woken in a washing
machine of gear trapped in the wire of the hanging stove but had managed to
scramble free and had even had the
presence of mind to photograph himself upside down!
A short shouted conference concluded that basically we were alive, OK and

there was nothing to do but settle back down into our respective nests and wait
for daybreak. We were in a shitty place but surely the same wouldn't happen
twice!

It was almost late when we finally roused ourselves. We had slept in but the
day was not lost. Mick was relieved when I immediately suggested we should
continue. We could see the summit. It would be wrong to turn back now.  Five
pitches of the usual saw us both hanging off an assortment of nuts below the
fringe of the summit snow cap itself. The last had been a struggle for me as the
weather had deteriorated badly as I was climbing. Snow had filled my glasses
so I ripped them off and stuffed them inside my jacket. My goggles were
already frozen and my finger tips were now starting to blister. When I finally
arrived at the stance Mick immediately whipped out his camera and took a

shot. Only then did he inform me that one side of my nose was absolutely white and that I should cover it up. A couple of hard
breaths through my nose worked miracles and the colour immediately changed back to a healthy pink. Mick led through to the summit
and at approximately 5.00pm we both stood just below the summit of Kajaqiao. Cornices on both edges of the summit itself were suf-
ficient to prevent us stepping on to the very top but we were as near as anyone would want to go. It was the 31st October and the
altimeter read 6520m. Far below us we could see the summit of Malamcho which had so dominated the skyline from down on the glacier.
We no longer harbored any plans for a double summit. All we wanted to do now was get off this thing. 

That night our little tent was balanced on the edge of a crevasse such that the sloughing snow passed overhead. The following
morning the abseil machine went into overdrive and after thirty odd rope lengths we were just above the glacier and feeling safe. "We
can walk down from here. Just drag the rope down behind you" said Mick as he stepped off a protruding boulder onto the final snow
slope leading to the glacier. Crack! The slope had gone.  Mick sat perched on top of the snow as it broke up around him and
miraculously he rode it all the way to where the angle eased and the slide was halted.  These Tibetan mountains just don't give up

without a fight. Another three nights, some careful abseiling down very heavily laden slopes and a lot of very tired wading through
even deeper snow saw us arrive back at ABC.

We had been ten days and nine nights out. Mick says it was probably the most enjoyable mountaineering venture he has ever been
on! I had frost damaged fingers. We had both lost about seven kilos in weight but still had food to spare. You probably would too if
you had baby powder to eat! 
Chris W atts

Chris up to his arms in
sof t, cold powder snow .

Mick in a rare piece
of sunshine.

Chris with a frost nipped
nose just below the summit.
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MEMBERSHIP

Member ship Upda te

Full Members
Simon Thomp son, British. Occupation: Company Director
Flat 51, 48 Wells Street, London W1T 3PW
Julian Thomp son , British. Occupation: Doctor. Proposed by John Harding and seconded by Charles Clarke
Flat H, 101 St Marks Road, London, W10 6JW
Steve Bassnett , British. Occupation: Civil Servant. Proposor Nigel Peacock and seconder David Monteith.
45 Alfriston Road, London SW11 6NR
Richmond Burness-MacIntyre, South African. Occupation: Civil Engineer. Proposed by Robin Richards and seconded by David
Hamilton, 6 Plein St, PO Box 473, South Africa
Geoff Mason , British. Proposed by Anne Jago and seconded by Reverend Chris Marshall
4 Willow Bank, Timberscombe, Somerset TA24 7TW
James Mehigan, British. Occupation: Human Rights Researcher. Proposed by Bill Thurston
Flat 4, 54 Cavell St, London E1 2HP
Mick Borroff, British. Occupation: Clinical Research. Proposed by Albert Chapman and seconded by David Smith
Loom Cottage, Dacre Hall, Dacre, Harrogate HG3 4ET
Chewang Motup Goba, Indian. Occupation: Adventure Tour Operator. Proposed by Albert Chapman and seconded by George Band.
229 DLF Galleria, DLF Phase IV, Gurgaon, 122002 India
Mike Grocutt, British. Occupation: Doctor. Proposed by David Hillebrandt and seconded by James Milledge.
12 Gainsborough Road, North Finchley, London N12 8AG
Ian Hicks, British, Occupation: Medical Practitioner. Proposed by Martin Brice, seconded by Rob Houston.
Gate End, Whatlington Road, Battle, East Sussex TN33 0NA

Aspirant Members
Alex Pasteur , British. Occupation: Investment Manager. Proposed by Bill Thurston and seconded by W.J.E Norton.
30 Bollingbroke Road, London W14 0AL
Michael Dodds, British. Occupation: Architect. 1368 SE 14th Street, Ft Lauderdale, Florida USA
Philippe Bridgeman, British. Occupation: Mechanical Engineer. Proposed by David Lourell and seconded by Rick Allen.
No 4, St Marys Place, Aberdeen, AB11 6HL
Tim Harlow , British. Occupation: Doctor. Proposed by Jonathan Lee and seconded by David Hillebrandt
Whitley House, Bradninch, Exeter EX5 4LA
Matt Galvin, British. Occupation: Secondary School Teacher. Proposed by Ed Douglas.
19 Adelaide Road, Nether Edge, Sheffield S7 1SQ

Associates
Alan Cocker , British. Proposed by Hugh Alexander
5 West View, Chapel Road, South Cadbury, Somerset BA22 7EX
Peter Rowland, British. Proposed by David Baldock
18 Forest Road, Watford, Herts WD25 7QR
Barry Imeson, British, Proposed by Peter Hodgekiss
2 Highgreen, Tarset, Bellingham, Hexham, Northumberland NE48 1RP
Mike Carling, British. Proposed by Victor Saunders
36 Flanders Mansions, Flanders Road, Chiswick, London W4 1NF
Keith Pickering, British. Proposed by Martin Scott.
24 Woodfield Road, Ealing, London W5 1SH

Cl im bing par t ner  sought
for Pennine Alpsin July 2006

to climb W eisshorn, T aschhorn,
Lenzspitze etc by classic routes (AD/PD+)

I have already climbed
40+ Alpine 4,000ers.

Phone:  07989975634

Some of the proposers and seconders of new applicant s have been temporarily mislaid! 
They will be published in the June issue of the newsletter .

STOP PRESS
As  this issue goes to print it has been
announced that the renowned 40 yr old

French mount aineer , Christian Lafaille, is
missing in the Himalaya. He was making a

solo attempt on Makalu and has been 
missing since Jan 27th.
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LIBRARY NEWS

Good news for Library visitors : extra seating space
has been created to provide a more comfortable environ-
ment for reading and research. The regular 'press round-
up' of specialist articles formerly received with the
Newsletter will be distributed instead via Alpinet, the
members' area of the Club website. So if you wish to
continue receiving the list, whilst at the same time keep-
ing abreast of members' news and expedition plans,
please ensure that you register on Alpinet. Naturally,
those of you who do not have access to the Internet will
receive the list by post, so if this applies to you, please
let me know. 

Grateful thanks to Tony Astill, James Bogle, Andy
Cave, Jim Milledge and Richard Purchon for kindly
donating books and videos recently. All are available for
loan, including the extensive video collection - see new
arrivals below. 
Yvonne Sibbald

Recent Acquisitions  - Books
ADKINS, L.M. The Appalachian Trail - visitor's companion.
(Menasha Ridge, 1998)
ADKINSON, R. Hiking Grand Canyon National Park. (Falcon,
1997)
AKADEMISCHER ALPENCLUB BERN. 100 Jahre AACB.
(2005)
ASTILL, T. Mount Everest : the Reconnaissance 1935. (T. Astill,
2005)
BAILEY, R. The man who married a mountain - journey through
the French Pyrenees. (Bantam, 2005)
CAVE,A. Learning to breathe. (Hutchinson, 2005)
GREEN, S.M. Rock climbing Arizona. (Falcon, 1999)
GROTEN, J. Ascent to happiness : the Alps as depicted in
Swiss tourism advertising.
(Photography dissertation, 2005)
HOWARD, T. Classic Norway : climbs, scrambles & walks in
Romsdal. 4th.rev.ed.
(Cordee, 2005)
KEMP, P. Of big hills and wee men. (Luath, 2004)
LIGHTNER, S. Jr. Thailand. (Mountaineers Books, 2005)
LOGUE, V.& F. The best of the Appalachian Trail. 2v. (Menasha
Ridge, 1994)
v.I) Overnight hikes v.II) Day hikes
MARBACH, G. & TOURTE, B. Alpine caving techniques.
(Speleo, 2002)
MOYNIER, J. & FIDDLER, C. Sierra classics : 100 best climbs
High Sierra. (Chockstone, 1993)
REID, D. & FALKENSTEIN, C. Rock climbing Tuolumne
Meadows. 3rd.ed.
(Falcon, 1992)
SALE, M. Broad Peak. (Carreg, 2004)
SHERMAN, J. Hueco Tanks climbing & bouldering guide.
2nd.ed.
(Chockstone, 1995)
SKILLMAN, D. & L. 25 hikes along the Pacific Crest Trail.
(Stackpole, 1994)
SWAIN, T. (comp.) Red Rocks select. 2nd.ed. (Chockstone,
1995)
WARREN, S. S. Exploring Colorado's wild areas. (The
Mountaineers, 1992)

Expedition report s
British Alaska Expedition, 2005 (Yates & Schweizer)
British Kangerdlugssuaq Expedition 2005 - Greenland (Peter
Whyley)
British Kero Lungma Expedition 2005 - Pakistan
British Xiashe Expedition 2005 - Sichuan, China
High Altitude Medicine & Physiology Website. (CASE, 2005)
Illampu/Ancohuma ' Whipala ' Expedition - Bolivian Andes
International Uli Biaho Expedition 2005 - Karakoram, Pakistan
(Jeremy Piggott)
Karabiner Mountaineering Club 2005 Expedition - Tornarssuk Is.
Greenland (David Bone)
North Wales Changabang 2005 Expedition - India (Nick Bullock)
Scottish Pantheon Range Expedition 2005 - Canada (Simon
Richardson)
Yorkshire Tokositna Glacier Expedition 2005 - Alaska
Yukon 2005 - Kluane Icefields Expedition - Canada

Videos
Alps 4000 - 75 peaks in 52 days, with Martin Moran & Simon
Jenkins (60 mins)
The American Rockies, with Ian Wright (44 mins)
Baja, California and the Copper Canyon, with Ian Wright (44 mins)
Black Diamond Rush - beyond your comfort zone! with Warren
Miller.
Everest the hard way, with Chris Bonington (75 mins)
Everest - the last unclimbed ridge, with Chris Bonington (52 mins)
Everest unmasked - first ascent without oxygen, with Messner &
Habeler (52 mins)
Great Walks series, with Cameron McNeish & Bill Birkett (85 mins
ea.) :
GW2) Lake District - Crinkle Crags & Bowfell, Fairfield Horseshoe,
Great Gable.
GW3) Scotland - Torridon, Mull, Creagh Meagaidh.
GW4) Yorkshire Dales - Ingleborough, Swaledale, Wharfedale.
Hungary & Romania - from Budapest to Bucharest, with Ian Wright
(47 mins)
The Ice Game : from Bridalveil Falls to Bloody Sunday (75 mins)
K2 savage mountain - Bonington's West Ridge '78 attempt (50
mins)
Land of mist & fire - exploring the Patagonian ice cap, with Eric
Jones, Mick Coffey & Leo Dickinson.
Lost on Everest - search for Mallory & Irvine (49 mins)
Masters of Stone - ultimate rock video, with Ron Kauk, Jim Karn, et. al.
Matterhorn - North Face in winter, with Eric Jones (52 mins)
Pure Force - Masters of Stone 4, with Alex Huber, Chris Sharma,
et.al.
Surviving Everest : 50 years on the mountain, with the sons of
Hillary & Tenzing Norgay (94 mins)
Third stone from the sun - Masters of Stone 3, with Dan Osman, JB
Tribout, et. al.
Vertical limit - action adventure, with Chris O'Donnell (119 mins)
The Wainwright Memorial Walk - the Lake District, with Eric Robson
(105 mins)
Wainwright's Highlands & Islands of Scotland (116 mins)
Wainwright's Lakeland (58 mins)
Waterfall Ice : Jeff Lowe's climbing techniques, with Bird Lew (180
mins)

DVDs
Masters of Stone 5, with Dean Potter & Steph Davis.
Weir's Way - Tom Weir's Scotland (78 mins)



Don’t forget to visit the AC website:

www.alpine-club.org.uk
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June Newsletter 
Deadline

May 21st  2006 
Please continue to send me your
climbs, experi ences,  opinions, letters

-anything!  Please!! 
Send to: 

Dick Turnbull,
Cabrachan, Sir W illiam Hill Rd,

Grindleford,
Hope Valley,

S32 2HS
Tel: 01433-630970

Email:
newsletter@

alpine-
club.org.uk

‘I would appreciate receiving printed
matter (and photos) by email or on CD
(NOT FLOPPYS) as that saves me from
having to laboriously re-type everything

in order to get it into the newsletter .
Thanks.’ Ed.

Discounted Guide Books
The following is the full list of the AC guidebooks in print and available

ACPrice  RRP
+New+  Dolomites  (2 V ols)          £21.00       £28.00

Mont Blanc V ol. 1            £12.35        £16.50
Mont Blanc V ol. 2           £12.35        £16.50
Bernese Oberland           £16.15        £21.50
Bernina and Bregalia      £15.40        £20.50
Valais W est                     £16.15        £21.50
Valais East                     £15.40        £20.50
Ecrins                            £14.60        £19.50

AC,CC and FRCC and guidebooks are available at discounted prices

to AC  members from Cordee, 3a DeMont fort S t, Leicester Le1 7HD.
(Please add 1.00p P&P for single copies. T wo or more are post free.)

Also from: www .cordee.co.uk

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE AC OFFICE FOR GUIDBOOKS ANY MORE!

CC Guides
Southern Sandstone        Sold Out       N Devon and Cornwall      £13.13
Clogwyn Du’r Arrdu            £1 1.63        Ogwen and Carneddau     £15.00
Lliwedd                                £8.25        T remadog                          £12.38 
N Wales Limestone              £3.75         Lundy                               £12.38
Pembroke + supplement    £18.00         Into the Blue                       £6.75
Wye Valley                         £12.38         Pembroke Supplement       £3.00
Symonds Yat                       £7.50         West Cornwall                  £17.25 
Gogarth (rep)                       £8.25         Meirionnydd                     £14.25
Lleyn                                   £8.25         Llanberis                          £12.38  
Swanage (rep)                     £8.25         Cwm Silyn                        £10.13
Forest of Dean (April ‘06)    £7.50         Avon & Cheddar               £17.25

FRCC Guides
Borrowdale 2000               £12.00         Gable and Pillar                 £1 1.25
Buttermere and E. Crags   £1 1.25         Dow, Duddon and Slate     £1 1.25
Scafell, W asdale, Eskdale  £1 1.25         Recent Development s 94/5 £1.00
Recent Development s 95/6 £1.00          Langdale 1999                   £12.00
Lakeland Fells                   £13.50         Selected Lakes Routes      £14.60

Alpine Club Member Ret ail Concessions
Outside at Hathersage A 10% discount is available to AC Members, more if you buy lots more!  Not applicable to sale
goods, books, maps and promotional equipment.
Field & T rek Group Sales account established & catalogue with Allison Spyer.  A/C No 2011986.  Discounts 25%
possible on orders exceeding £200 (ex VAT)
Expedition Supplies Discounts in the order of 20% are available to AC members.  Excludes books & maps.
Stanfords Link to Stanfords added to AC web site that gives access to books and maps.  An 8% refund is 
provid  ed direct to the AC when maps and books are ordered via this link.
Cotswold Out door  A/C No. A2062.  A 15% discount is available on mail order, through web site or in stores quoting
the above a/c No.
Needle Sport s at Keswick A 10% discount off most items with larger discounts available on bulk orders.  Not
applicable to maps, books, videos, sale or special offers.
Outdoor Shop - Milton Keynes Purchases up to £100 – 10% discount, £100 to £500 – 15% off, over £500 – 20% off.
Copa - Caernarfon, Gwynedd 15% off non-sale, discounted items & books,maps.Please show  AC Membership card

New issue
dates for the
Newsletter

There will now be only
3 issues of the AC
newsletter per year 
New publication

Dates:
February 15th      

June 15th        
October 31st   


