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CALENDAR / PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

President’ s Address
First thanks to ABMSAC for use of their excellent Patterdale hut

for the May meet. Vice President Wickens presided over the cooking
of an excellent dinner, followed by some seriously esoteric single
malt whisky, courtesy of Albert Chapman. For me the highlight of the
weekend was finally visiting a crag I first heard about from Dave
Wilkinson in 1980 while sitting for six days in a Karakoram snow
cave - Scrubby Crag.  Now, after 26 years I have finally got there
and what a splendidly scrofulous piece of rock it is.  Magnificent.

Now to the future.  There are still places on the three part
alpine meet. (details on p 6.), starting in the Ecrins massif and work-
ing steadily east.  The London autumn lecture season kicks off with
Mick Fowler delivering the accompanying lecture to his fine new
book, On Thin Ice. Mick is kindly returning to Charlotte Road in
October to join John Cleare and Pat Littlejohn for what should be a
memorable retrospective on British sea cliff climbing, coinciding with
the opening of an exhibition of Kit Surrey's wonderful rock drawings
(he lives in Devon and specialises in sea cliffs).

Elsewhere, at Hathersage the lecture season starts on October 18th with our VC Phil Wickens talking about his
experiences in Antarctica. In Bristol we have a dinner for south-west members on 14 October (details on p 3.) and the
first winter lecture on 7th November will be by David Hope talking about North American rock climbing.

A brief update on special anniversary events. The Travellers' Club dinner details are on page 4.  2007 starts
with an anniversary dinner at Shap Wells Hotel on February 3, with Peter Habeler as special guest.  For a more inti-
mate occasion, some members may like to join the Welsh dinner meet at the Pen y Gwryd over the weekend of May
12/13.  Please note that Jane Pullee will only start to take bookings from October.  The Zermatt weekend is now fixed
for June 22-24, with dinner at the Riffelberg on the evening of the 23rd.  Our Swiss hosts are being as predictably thor-
ough as they are helpful, but we should very soon have precise details of price, booking and so on.  

Last month I spent a day in Mumbai with Harish Kapadia, who confirmed that he would like to organise an
Alpine Club trekking/climbing meet in Garwhal.  He is still working on the precise itinerary, but suggests a three week
trip starting in the final week of May, visiting the Sunderhunga valley, on the south side of the Nanda Devi Sanctuary.  
Stephen V enables

Stephen
launching
up Kennel
Wall on
Gouther
Crag at the
Patterdale
AC meet.

Tuesday 13thJune  Lecture Meeting. Ian Howell.

Tuesday 27th June  Lecture Meeting  Simon
Richardson. "Climbs in the Canadian Coast Range"

AC Alps Meet 2006 (part 1) 18th July to 30th July
Ecrins Massif Joint FRCC/AC/CC

AC Alps Meet (part 2) 22nd July to 6th August 2006
Valais Joint AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC

AC Alps Meet (part 3) 3rd Sept to 17th Sept
Dolomites Joint Meet AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC
Camping Rocchett a, Cortina. 

Tuesday  12th September  Lecture Meeting. Mick
Fowler . "On Thin Ice"

AC Art Exhibition: October to Christmas 
West Penwith p aintings by Kit Surrey

Tuesday 10th October Lecture Meeting. Pat
Littlejohn, John Cleare et al. "Sea Cliff Climbing

Wednesday 1 1th October . Alpine Ski Club Buffet and
Lecture

Saturday 14th October . Regional Dinner (see p age 3)
AC SW Regional Dinner: The Glass Boat, Bristol Dock.

Wednesday 18th October Northern Lecture: Phil W ickens
‘Ant arctica: Amongst the penguins in a frozen bathtub.’

Alpine Meet Reunion -  Patterdale  20th-22nd Oct 

RGS: Simon Yates Climbing Fund Lecture in London

Tuesday 7th November AC SW Regional Lecture: 
Dave Hope - North American Rock Climbing

Thursday 9th November: T ravellers Club 150th AC
Celebration Dinner .

Tuesday 14th November Lecture Meeting. Nicko
Mailander . "Triumph and T urmoil - German-Austrian climb -
ing from 1921 to 1959"

Plas-y-Brenin: Simon Yates Climbing Fund lecture

Office Cover needed
Due to our administrator Allison S pyer ’s ‘good news’

(she’s having a baby in September), we will need some
maternity cover (3 days a week) at Charlotte Road in the

autumn. Any t akers? Please cont act the Sec. Martin Scott
E-mail Address:  Martin.Scott@rmsassociates.com
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Venue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage               
7.30pm

Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
start at 7.30pm (sharp!), with the

bar opening from 6pm.  The Library
usually stays open until 7pm.

AC Informal Meetings are usually
held in London on the fourth

Tuesday in the month from January
to June and in September and

November.  A visiting speaker may
be arranged otherwise members

are invited to entertain one another
with say 10 pictures and a short
account of their recent exploits.

LONDON MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES - SW MEETINGS

VENUE
Upper room of the Nova Scotia, Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJThe Nova Scotia Hotel

is a well-know Bristol landmark, situated at the western end of the Floating
Harbour , with ample local p arking and good beer . Lectures st art at 7.30pm

All members and their guest s welcome.

2005/6 REPORT

- 12th  October 2005 - V ictor
Saunders - More Elusive, More
Summit s

- 9th  November 2005 - Jerry
Gore - Peaks and Personalities
- 14th  December 2005 - Crag

Jones - South of the Equator
- 8th  January 2006 - Mike

Mortimer - The Dolomites:
Rediscovered T reasure
- 15th  February 2006 - Ed

Douglas - Don’t Cook Yak in
Anger– Climbing in W estern
Sichuan
- 15th  March 2006 - Mick Fowler

On Thin Ice
This has been a bumper season

for the AC Northern Lectures. We
started with a good turnout for
Victor Saunders in October despite
the problems of publicity for the
early autumn lectures. Once into the
season the promotion of the lec-
tures to the publc as well as mem-
bers increased attendences signifi-
cantly with audiences of over a 100
for Mick Fowler and 80+ for Mike
Mortimer’s slide show on the
Dolomites.
Thanks to Martin W ragg and Ed
Douglas for  organisation and to
Pete Sparks of the Outside Cafe
for looking after us so well.

Tuesday 13thJune  Lecture
Meeting. Ian Howell.

Tuesday 27th  Lecture Meeting
Simon Richardson. ‘Climbs in the
Canadian Coast Range’
Simon will be just be back from
another trip to the Canada.  His talk
will be about five trips to the Coast
Range in British Colombia and
describe first ascents of 1600m
routes above the Tiedemann glacier
together with climbing Mount
Waddington and exploration of less
well known areas such as the
Pantheon group.

Tue 12th September  Lecture
Meeting. Mick Fowler . ‘On Thin
Ice’
Mick's lecture is based on the book
of the same name featuring adven-
tures from descending gorges in
Jordan to climbing the Elephant's
trunk on the French chalk cliffs to
first ascents in the greater ranges.
The book, his second volume of
memoirs, won a major prize at the
Banff Mountain Book Festival. (He
also recently returned from Tibet
where with Chris Watts he made the
first ascent of the truly stunning
Kajaqiao (6447m), a Matterhorn-like
peak in the Nyenchentangla East in
a nine-day round-trip plagued by
cold, heavy snow and high winds).

Tue 10th October 2 Lecture
Meeting. Pat Littlejohn, John
Cleare et al. ‘Sea Cliff Climbing’

Wed 11th October . ALPINE SKI
CLUB BUFFET AND LECTURE. 
Opens 7.00pm, lecture 8.00pm ..
Speaker to be announced. Cost £10
AC members welcome to attend.
Please contact Ingram Lloyd
Tel:01295 760 678 or email 
ingramlloyd@dial.pipex.com  
Seven days before the events for
tickets.

Tue 14th November Lecture
Meeting. Nicko Mailander .
"Triumph and T urmoil - German-
Austrian climbing from 1921 to
1959" 
Nicko is a kayakist, historian and
former climbing partner of Pete
Livesey, has just completed a new
book on the history of Munich 
climbing and and official post-war
history of the German Alpine Club .
He is coming specially to London to
deliver this lecture, which will focus
on the years 1921-1959 - a period of
exploding climbing standards, epic
ascents and political turmoil.
Although both the DAV and ÖAV
were manipulated by the Nazi party,
Mailänder has discovered, through
extensive research, that the story is
far more complex, and less black
and white, than has often been
assumed.

AC Climbing Fund
Lectures

Simon Yates has very generously
agreed to do a couple of fund

raising lectures in aid of the AC
Climbing Fund. Members are

encouraged to attend and bring
their friends with them.

AC at the RGS
Wed 1 November 2006. Simon

Yates. *at the RGS* a fundraising
lecture for the AC Climbing Fund.

PLAS-Y-BRENIN LECTURE
Friday 17th November - Simon

Yates - do come and encourage
your friends to come.

Wednesday 18th October Phil
Wickens ‘Ant arctica: Amongst the
penguins in a frozen bathtub.’

The Alpine Club's South-W est
Regional Dinner

Saturday 14 October 2006 at 
the Glass Boat, Bristol Dock.
7.30pm for 8pm Dinner in the

private dining room.
Cost: £22.50 per head for 3 courses

(excluding wine or drinks.)
Maximum capacity 35 people.

‘The Sunday Times voted the Glass Boat one
of the four best floating restaurants in the

world.’
Please book with Alli at Head Office

7th November SW Lecture:
Dave Hope on Rock Climbing in
North America "Desert Delight s" 

David Hope (past CC guidebook writer and
Editor for the Southwest) exchanges the perils
of the Atlantic coastal cliffs of Cornwall and N.
Devon for the gentler pastures of Utah and
Colorado in which to grow older disgracefully.
With long term partner Tony Penning, he
describes the pull of hot, dry, sunny places,
some frantic ticking of long sought after rock
classics and occasional cultural exchanges
with several colourful local inhabitants before
arthritis and old age set in.



S U M M I T
The Alpine Club has teamed up with Collins publishers to bring

you an exclusive members only offer:
20% off  

PLUS FREE P& P*
To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Alpine Club, George Band has 

compiled a history of mountaineering adventure.  
He begins his story at the very conception of the Alpine Club and takes us

through the evolution of an exclusive Alpine tradition, how climbing developed
between the wars, right through to post-war successes. He explores the

Golden Decade of the 8000m Peaks during the 1950s, and how 
improvements in technology have enabled even steeper faces and

bigger walls to be overcome.
With 300 illustrations from the Alpine Club archives and

members’ own photographs, many never before published, this is a beautiful
book to own as well as a compelling read.

THIS IS A WIN/WIN OFFER
For  every  c opy purc hased,

AC/Col l ins w i l l  donat e £6.25 t o  t he 
AC CLIMBING FUND!

*Free postage and packing is available to EC residence only.  Those living
outside the EC will be charged P&P cost per copies ordered

To order - please ring 0870 781 1722  quoting Ref No. 266C and
have your credit card number ready . You can also send a

cheque with the order form on the accomp aning flyer .
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CLUB NEWS

AC Climbing Fund is supported bySUMMIT
150 years of the

Alpine Club
& 

Travellers Club
Celebration Dinner

As a contribution to our 150th
Anniversary celebrations, George Band

has written a History of the Club (including
300 illustrations) with the above title, to be
published by HarperCollins later this year

in time for the Christmas market.
As an early kick-off to the 2007

festivities, the Travellers Club is hosting
a Dinner evening in honour of the Alpine

Club's 150 years on Thursday 9th
November 2006 which will also celebrate the

publication of the book; signed copies will be on
sale. OurPresident will introduce George Band

who will speak on the Club's history.
For any members who might be feeling 
nostalgic for an excellent dinner in 

gracious surroundings, the programme will
be as follows: Champagne reception at

6.30pm;  Talk from  7pm to 8pm, followed
by a full three course dinner including fine

wines and coffee, dress - lounge suit.
Tickets are £62.50 

and can be obtained from Dawn Barnett at
the Travellers Club, 106 Pall Mall, London
SW1Y 5EP, tel no. 020 7930 8688, e-mail:

secret ary@thetravellersclub.org.uk
If you have any queries, please get in

touch with Allison or Martin Scott.

AC Cl im bing Fund: how  i t  w ork s.
For 2007 the AC Climbing Fund should have up to £7000 to spend on promoting AC members
climbing activities. This money has become available by the generous sponsor ship of
the Climbing Fund by First Ascent and interest from the sale of some of the Library’s sur-

plus books in 2005. Members will appreciate that this increase in the club’s climbing activity
will not put any burden on the day-to-day financial committments of the club - in fact it
has relieved the club’s Treasurer of finding the money to promote AC climbing activity. 
We propose to offer two main grants of up to £1500 each to expeditions including AC members,

spend up to £2000 on AC meets which should allow the club to develop some exciting new
venues and keep £2000 for ‘contingency’ activities or equipment purchase that crop up during the
year. All that is not allocated in the year will be rolled over into the next year. This money is ring-

fenced for the promotion of AC climbing and will not be available for other uses!
The two main AC grants will be offered through the MEF but will only be available to AC mem-
bers which we hope will both help the lucky expeditions and make membership of the

AC even more attractive!

First Ascent was started in 1988  by Chris W atts and Siobhan Sheridan to sell The
North Face clothing and equipment, Asolo footwear and Therm-a-Rest 
mattresses into the specialist outdoor market. Since then they have grown into one of
the industry's 'blue chip' companies giving great service and now promoting innovative
brands such as Black Diamond, MSR, Platypus, Nalgene and RaidLight , a new
venture bringing super-light gear to the 
market. As leading distributors into the market it is extremely gratifying that Chris and
Siobhan have decided to support the AC and specifically the Climbing Fund. Chris is
an active Greater Ranges climber and a long serving member of the AC and is cur-
rently a committee member.  

AC Mem bers

Spec ia l  O
f fer

£25   £
20.00

Publ ic at ion Dat e

Oc t ober  2
nd 2006
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CLUB NEWS

Alan Hinkes
OBE

Alan and Jay being escorted by
Beefeaters (to the Tower?) after

receiving Alan’s OBE from the Queen
at Buckingham Palace on Febuary

22nd 2006.

Congratulations !

Rjukan - A poorly kept secret?
Fancy ice-climbing with a Scottish flavour but with a guarantee of good ice? Then Rjukan, situated just 200km

and 3 hours drive from Oslo's Torp airport, is well worth
considering.  The area is undoubtedly increasing in popu-
larity with the British on account of the recently published
Rockfax guide by Jon Haukåssveen and Tom Atle
Bordevik.  February and March are the best times to visit
and I have been twice this year, once with Stuart
Worsfold and two other friends in early February and then
with John Temple at the end of March.  With over 150
good quality climbs in a relatively small area we were
spoilt for choice, but naturally we cherry-picked the highly
starred multi-pitch classics on both occasions.  We simply
had to climb Rjukanfossen, a three pitch 3* WI4, in a
imposing setting at the head of the gorge, despite the
potential danger should the overflow to the powerplants
in the area be operated.  Other tremendous three-star
routes that we did included Vermorkbrukfoss Øst (2 pitch-
es, WI4), Fabrikkfossen (7 pitches, WI3),
Tjønnstadbergfossen (4 pitches, WI3/4), Svaddefossen (3
pitches, WI4), Bølgen (4 pitches, WI3) and Isroser (4
pitches, WI3), situated in the enclosed amphitheatre at
Mael.  Of course there are much harder routes on offer,
but we had enough excitement bushwhacking through
steep, poorly tracked woodland, post-holing in deep
snow, admiring significant but not life-threatening
avalanches and, not least, sliding our rental car into a
deep snow bank on black ice.  Apart from the latter
experience, much of this is indicative of Rjukan's 

comparatively infrequent use, so much so that we only
once shared a route with other climbers. The Norwegians
are so welcoming also; even the local policeman seemed
to be an ice-climber and came over for a chat, and the
man out walking his dog turned out to be none other than
Jon Haukåssveen, the guide author.  Alcohol is expensive though, so be prepared to take your own, or suffer absti-
nence. 
Derek Buckle

Members - Don’t forget your own website!
If you still have not done so, do register for Alpinet at 
http://www .alpine-club.org.uk/alpinet/index.php

you can look up the latest addresses of members and change your own det ails, sign on to
circulation list s etc.
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2006 AC MEETS

2006 Meets
ALPS 2006 (part 1) 18th July to
30th July 2006  Ecrins Massif
Briançon - Argentière - Ailefroide
area - exact location not yet fixed

Joint FRCC/AC/CC
Co-ordinator Jeremy Whitehead 

jeremy@jeremywhitehead.fsnet.co.uk

ALPS 2006 (part 2) 22nd July to
6th August 2006 V alais
Atermenzen camp site between
Randa & Tasch

Joint AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC
Co-ordinators S teve Hunt 

huntyclimbs@hotmail.com
Mike Pinney 

Mikegpinney@aol.com

ALPS 2006 (part 3) 3rd Sept to
17th Sept 2006 Dolomites

New guide out in Jan 2006! 
Cortina 

Joint AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC
Co-ordinator Jeff Harris   
jeff@jharris.fsnet.co.uk

ALPINE REUNION  20th-22nd Oct
and meet-coordinators Meet
George S tarkey Hut Patterdale

Joint AC/ABMSAC/CC/FRCC
Co-oordinator Mike Pinney

Mikegpinney@aol.com

AC EXPEDITION: Pamirs,  July 29
to September 3 2006 
Shakhdara Range, Pamirs, Tajikistan

This, the first AC expedition, is
open to AC members. The
Shakhdara Range contains many
dramatic mountains, including Peaks
Karl Marx and Engels, and has
excellent prospects for numerous
first British ascents. 

BMC Alp ine Meet
The BMC Alpine Meet is being held in

Saas Grund 5th - 20th August. It's
open to all BMC Members, 

individuals, clubs, student s etc, and
includes some guided courses run by
Alpine Guides - Rich Cross, Al Powell

et al.
Here are the det ails: 
BMC Alpine Meet -

Information.p df   BMC Alpine
Meet - Registration and Course

Booking Form.p df 
You can find det ails about the

meet:
www.thebmc.co.uk/event s.asp

KINNAUR HIMALA YAN TREK
Stephen Venables and Harish Kapadia are planning an autumn trek in the

Kinnaur region of Himachel Pradesh, crossing the Rupin Pass and exploring
some of the 5000 metre peaks in the area. The dates are September 17 to
October 6, with 11 days actual trekking and climbing in this beautiful and
unfrequented region. This is a commercial trek, with full support from local
operator Rimo Expeditions, costing £1875 plus air fare (approx £350). If you
are interested please contact Stephen Venables for more details
(stephen@venables.ndo.co.uk  01225 442892)

EHIC cards
Members are reminded that the old E111 form is no longer valid.  You can
apply for a European Health Insurance Card at a Post Office or online at
http s://www .ehic.org.uk/InternetPROD/home.do 

Charity T rek to Everest base Camp
The Global Volunteer Network, an NGO based in Wellington, has created a
fundraising trek to the Base Camp of Mount Everest in order to help poverty
stricken children in Nepal. They ran the trek last October and it was a great
success, with 40 participants from all over the world that raised nearly
US$80,000. They are currently looking for participants to join the 2006 trek. 
Check out the website www.volunteer .org.nz/nep al/everest for all the
details.Or contact Hanna Butler at Global Volunteer Network, 

hanna@volunteer .org.nz

The discount with Cot swold Out door has now been increased to 20% for
the next month. It will then be reduced back to 15%. 

150th Anniversary
Advance notice of W elsh S pring Meet

and Dinner May 12-13 2007
It seemed a good idea to include in our 150th anniversary celebrations a

dinner at a place with strong resonances for many AC members - the Pen y
Gwryd. So I asked Jane Pullee, and she has offered to keep the hotel open
exclusively for the club for the weekend of May 12-13 2007, and to lay on a
special dinner for the Saturday evening, 12th May. This will mean closing the
hotel to other guests on the Friday and Saturday nights, so we do need to
take all, or most, of the 16 double and twin bedrooms on those nights - i.e.
about 32 people. Jane can cater for 40 people for dinner. (I hope that there
may be others who will come along to the bar before or after the dinner). 
Prices are not yet fixed for 2007 but are likely to be about £43 per person per
night with private bathroom (£37 without), £9 for breakfast and £25 for the
dinner (without drinks). 
This should be a very enjoyable occasion, with a reasonable chance of good
rock climbing weather; but we do need to show firm intent if it is to happen.
So, if you would like to attend, please telephone the Pen y Gwryd to
make a provisional booking on 01286 87021 1 (true to form, the PyG does
not operate email).

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Allison at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but there are quite a few missing.
And remember that you can also register for Alpinet at the Club website and

can then look up the latest addresses of members and change your own
details, sign on to circulation lists etc.
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

Help! 
Char lo t t e Road 

House Com m it t ee
Volunteers w anted

We are desperate to find volunteers to assist with the running
of 55 Charlotte Road. V olunteers need to live within reach of
the office and be willing to get their hands dirty with odd jobs

such as decoration, moves of furniture and minor rep airs,
oversee small refurbishment project s as well as deal with the

occasional emergency and ensure that everything is
functionning properly . 

We would also welcome anyone who has electrical,
plumbing and carpentry skills who is prep ared to help

with the occasional small job. 
Charlotte Road is an old building is quite expensive to
run and maint ain. This is a way to help the club in a

very direct way to keep running cost s down.
Please cont act Allison in the club office.

This is  im por t ant  so p lease
respond i f  you c an.

Wasdale Climbing Book: a history of early climbing
in the Lake District based on contemporary account s

from the W astwater Hotel, 1863-1919

A limited edition book celebrating the Fell and Rock Centenary.
Edited by Michael Cocker with a Foreword by Lord Chorley.

Pre-publication orders: Ordinary Edition £25*; de luxe Edition £35.*
ISBN: 0 948153 80 6. Hardback, illustrated book of 384 pages and 

60 original illustrations. Publication date October 2006.

The Wasdale Climbing Book, kept at the Wastwater Hotel, was a
unique record created by those charting the development of rock
climbing in the Lake District. It began with early ascents of Pillar

Rock and then formed a continuous record through to 1919. 
In this publication, Michael Cocker has selected 148 pages of the
most significant entries in facsimile, and 60 evocative photographs

from the period, many never previously published. Included are
numerous hand-written entries by the early pioneers including: the

1st winter ascent of Steep Ghyll by Norman Collie; John Robinson's
account of the 1st ascent of Moss Ghyll; G.A. Solly's comments on
Eagles Nest Ridge Direct; Fred Botterill's impressions of Botterill's
Slab; a long forgotten 1st ascent on Pillar Rock by George Mallory;
Herford and Sansom's ascent of Central Buttress; plus inscriptions
by W.P. Haskett Smith, O.G. Jones, Aleister Crowley, Oppenheimer,
the Abrahams & many others.Michael Cocker has annotated these
entries with an erudite overview and commentary, adding greatly to

appreciation of the accounts and their historic significance, and
shedding new light on many well-known climbs. Enhanced with

biographies, first ascents' list of summer and winter climbs, bibliog-
raphy, and appendices, this well-researched book illuminates a

definitive period in rock-climbing's development and is a substantial
addition to its history.This is a limited edition book; it will not be sold

through normal outlets. 100 copies will be a de luxe subscriber's
numbered edition with genuine cloth covers, special end-papers, top
& tail bands and a marker ribbon. The book will be printed on wood

& acid free paper, with illustrations on gloss art paper, and with a
dust-jacketed hard-back.                                  

*The indicative prices are for pre-publication sales only . We require a minimum
number of orders for printing. In the event of low numbers, there may need to be

a price increase. 

Ist Winter Ascent of highest mount ain
above the Arctic Circle

AC member John Starbuck was one of a party of 9 British
climbers/skiers who undertook an expedition to climb
Gunnbjornsfjeld, ~ 3700m, in the Watkins mountain range of
Greenland, the highest mountain within the arctic circle,before
the Spring equinox.  John summitted on 4 March 2006 in perfect
weather, blue skies, almost no wind at about -40C.  John and
the expedition leader, Paul Walker had made an earlier attempt
in 2004, with others, but were defeated by permit problems and
then incessant bad weather (this also meant that a delay in
being picked up from the ice cap caused John to miss joining up
with David Hamilton's Karakorum ski traverse reported in the
2005 Alpine Journal). After summitting, John the oldest participant at 51,
doubled his load by relieving an exhausted member of nearly all
of his equipment and with Paul and another member,Adrian
Pedley, remained behind to accompany down the exhausted
member, skiing down some 1100m of very arduous and icy sastrugi
fields, picking the exhausted climber up each time he fell and
getting back into advanced base camp just before nightfall and
at -33C, narrowly avoiding a long night out in a KISU bothy bag
and the considerable risk of frostbite.  Having dismantled
advanced base camp and returned to base camp to await their
ski-plane pick-up, the camp was ransacked in the night by a
polar bear, presumed to be lost and very hungry after hibernat-
ing.  Three of the five tents were trashed but the bear was
scared off with saucepans and flares. If that was not enough,
the pick-up plane nearly took out several expedition members as
it landed.   
John S tarbuck
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AC 150TH ANNIVERSARY

AC 150th Celebrations in Zermatt
In June 2007 the Alpine Club returns to Zermatt to celebrate our 150th anniversary in the place where the

whole crazy game of alpinism as a recreation can be said to have st arted. (I exclude the early ascents of Mont
Blanc as these seem to me to be motivated more by a desire to gain the highest point in western Europe - and with it
celebrity status - rather than the joy of alpinism itself.)

So Zermatt it will be; the festivities opening at the Monte Rosa Hotel, once regarded as the spiritual home of the AC,
and stretching through the weekend, with a gala dinner at the Riffelberg Hotel on the night of Saturday 23 June. The
hotel sits at 2566m, not far from the rock routes on the Riffelhorn (2927m). You can climb by day and be ensconced on
the sun terrace of the hotel in good time for dinner, enjoying the magnificent view across the valley to the Matterhorn,
and a beer or two perhaps.

But that's just one possibility, you might
prefer a 4000-metre peak or a stroll across
alp pasture in the bloom of early summer.
The aim over the weekend is to have gatherings
on all three days, with members free to do
their own thing at other times. The likelihood
is that some will want to extend their stay
and do just as the AC pioneers did, get out
among Valasian mountains.

It would be interesting to see how many
peaks first climbed by AC members and their
guides could be repeated over the course,
say, of the fortnight surrounding the meet.
This gives plenty to go at. At least 19 of the
major summits surrounding the Zermatt valley
were first reached by gentlemen who were,
or would become members of the Alpine
Club. And there are later routes too with a
strong AC connection, including two bearing
the name of past president Geoffrey
Winthrop Young.

The difficult Younggrat to the Breithorn's
east summit was climbed on the occasion of
the club's centenary in Zermatt by John Hunt
and friends, following hot on the heels of a
youthful George Band and Chris Brasher.
Hunt, who was club president at the time,
later had an exciting time summitting the
Ober Gabelhorn and Alphubel, both 'AC peaks'. There is then, ample scope for giving the wheel of history another turn.
Or perhaps try something new. By the end of this summer the Zermatt guides should have fully equipped a klettersteig
(or via ferrata) on the cliffs of the Turmwang directly above the west side of the town, with routes of varying difficulty.

The programme for the Zermatt meet is still being fleshed out. So far Reinhold Messner, Walter Bonatti and Catherine
Destivelle have accepted invitations to join in the celebration, but that is only a start to the guest list. Younger alpine
clubs - they all are of course - from Europe and further afield will be invited too. And the Zermatt guides, some of whose
forebears shared in those early ascents, will also be closely involved.

The outline of the meet so far is:
Friday 22 June 2007 : evening reception at the Monte Rosa Hotel - the 'headquarters' of mountaineering during Golden
Age. Bar and buffet.
Saturday 23 June: 150th anniversary dinner at the Riffelberg Hotel. Music on the terrace. (The hotel is reached from
the centre of Zermatt by the Gornergrat railway. Three star, it has 60 beds. Late trains - ie midnight or later - will be laid
on for members and guests returning down to Zermatt itself.)
Sunday 24 June : Morning service at the St Peter's, the English Church and so-called 'parish church of the Alpine Club'.
Sunday lunchtime: It is hoped to arrange a concluding event to the festivities, the idea of repeating the highly successful
raclette party held outdoors on the Riffelalp at the centenary celebration is being explored.

Zermatt Tourismus is very supportive of the celebration, seeing in this return of the AC to its roots, the potential for
press interest and publicity for the resort. Essentially the bigger our attendance and the more active we are, the greater
will be our hosts' response.
They will be compiling a list of hotels and pensions of different grades able to offer a discount to AC members and
guests attending the event. Travel deals are also being sought in conjunction with the Swiss National Tourist Office.

The Zermatt gathering offers an opportunity to celebrate the club's 150th birthday in style, to touch base with AC 
heritage, and, who knows, maybe even get a bit of climbing done. It is also a chance to show that The Alpine Club is
still an active player on the international mountaineering stage.

An indication of the numbers of members and guests likely to attend the Zermatt event would be very useful to the
sub-committee organising the 150th celebrations. If you are thinking of attending - or better still have definitely decided
to - please make this known by email to sg@stephengoodwin.demon.co.uk Or telephone 01768 881077.
Stephen Goodwin

The Riffleberg Hotel and that mount ain!
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Scottish W inter Meet 04-05 Feb 06
15 members attended the meet held at Laggan based at the Potteries Bunkhouse. Despite the lack of snow in January,
routes in the Northern Corries of Cairngorm, Braeriach, Ben Nevis and Carn Dearg were identified as being in condition

and climbed whilst peak baggers scoured the Monadliath in the quest for tops and ticks.

Discussions took place about a similar meet in 2007 and  the consensus was that global warming should not put paid to
Scottish winter mountaineering. The meet organiser will therefore book the Potteries for the weekend of the 3/4 Feb 07

(16 places available).

Andy Gallagher
Attendees:- Paul Cook, Ben Whitely, Paul McWhinney, Steve Hunt, Andy Gallagher, John Higham, Kate Ross, Dave

Nicholls, Dee Gaffney, William Maxwell, Jay Turner, Seyhan Turan, Chris Cheeseman, Mike Dunn.

UIAA MEDICAL COMMITTEE
PRESENT A ONE DAY SYMPOSIUM

ON
CLIMBING &  MOUNTAIN

MEDICINE
AT 

THE NATIONAL MOUNTAINEERING CENTRE
PLAS Y BRENIN

SNOWDONIA
ON

SATURDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2006.

This one day symposium with lectures and discussion opportunities is open to all interested S port s climbers
and Mount aineers with or without medical knowledge. S peakers include an international line up of expert s, all

chosen for their clear present ations in English, including:
Dr Volker Schoeffl and Dr Christian Schlegel (Germany) on S port s Climbing injuries and training, Dr Buddha

Basnyat (Nep al) on Medical Facilities in Nep al, Dr Henrick Jessen (Denmark) on the 1996 Everest accident s and
frostbite, Patrick Peters (Luxembourg) on Orthop aedic Problems problems in Mount aineers (especially knees),
Dr Bruno Durrer (Switzerland) on Hpothermia and crevasse rescue, Dr David Hillebrand t (UK) on Occup ational
Health Problems of International Guides, Ed Douglas (UK) on Dangers of Commercial Charity Fundraising trip s

to Altitude, Dave Binney (UK) discussion group on S port s Climbing Medicine. Ian Buck-Barret (UK) on an
Overview of Analgesia for use in the Hills and Dr Jim Milledge (UK) as evening speaker on Historic Background

to UK Mount ain Medicine,
There will also be short present ations on the UK/UIAA/University of Leicester Diploma of Mount ain Medicine

and it s advisory service to mount aineers, on the UK frostbite advice and treatment service and the MAD advice
service for Diabetic climbers.

Target audience are all active mount aineers and climbers especially those involved in guiding and instruction
in the UK and abroad, commercial and private expedition climbers and organisers, competitive sport s climbers,

mount ain rescue personnel.
For booking form cont act:

Dr David Hillebrand t,  BMC Hon Medical Officer At 
dh@hillebrand t.org.uk

Bookings will be t aken in strict order of arrival of cheque and completed booking form!  
Cost:£65 to cover lectures and discussions, tea/coffee, sandwich lunch

and PYB supper .Course will commence 0900 and final lecture will be af ter supper followed by Bar discussion.
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- Dobzebo -
High and dr y in Tibet

Lungmari range from the East

Following some earlier trip s, we had rather got the t aste for exploratory
mountaineering and were once again looking for an interesting area with some

unclimbed mountains. This time we settled on the area around the lakes of Zuru Tso and
Dangra Yutso in the Tibetan Transhimalaya.

Al did some excellent work downloading photos from the American spy satellites and producing splendid and detailed A3 prints from
which we decided that Xung Zari Dobzebo, Targo Ri and various peaks in the Lungmari range looked interesting - finally homing in on
Dobzebo as probably the best, with the others as back-up.

In October we headed west from Lhasa and turned north a couple of hours after Sangsang.  We jostled for the best positions to
photo the wild asses, yaks, gazelles, eagles and other fauna.  Eventually in the evening of the fourth day out were pushing up a val-
ley by Dobzebo when our land cruiser finally succumbed to some largish rocks by a streambed and broke a half-shaft so we set up
our base-camp there.

This end of the mountain was impressive and steep, with a second distant snow covered summit to the South.
After a couple of days reconnaissance, we decided on a route up the North summit and with some heavy load carrying set up camp

at 5,690m and then, two days later, a camp at 6,100m.  The next day we climbed the South face on gradually steepening ground to a
rock outcrop on the summit ridge.  From there it was a heavily corniced ridge, followed by a steep wall to the north summit at 6,412m.

The views were stupendous - to the north, past the deep blue Zuru Tso to the Targo Ri and the Lungmari range round to the main
Himalayan range to the South.  But we could also see the SW summit of Dobzebo which appeared to be of similar height and so had
to be climbed.

We duly went down, negotiated three horses from the head man at the nearest village, and five days later found us camped on the
other side.  This peak was quite different, being a long high ridge, starting with a very long scree walk, then a scramble higher up and
then a very heavily corniced ridge. 

We set off in a very cold and very black night and were high up and bitterly cold when a welcome dawn arrived, bringing a splendid
vista of Everest, Shishapangma and the main Himalayan Range in the distance to our South. Another hour or two and we were off
the scree ridge, scrambling down across a col.  Then it was carefully along the corniced ridge to the summit, which was 6,429m and
hence 17m higher and technically the main summit.

After that we moved north to take a look at the Lungmari range and the Bon monastery there and then as heading back, a major
storm hit us for several days, with snow right down to the Brahmaputra - so we had this time been lucky in our timing.

With thanks to the MEF and BMC for their support.  Martin Scott

Dobzebo 6412m from the North
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Dobzebo N from Dobzebo SW

On N ridge of Dobzebo SW - looking
at Everest and Himalayan range

Al routefinding on Dobzebo N

Moving between Dobzebo SW (right)
and Dobzebo N (lef t)

Al Scott below N
summit of Dobzebo

Negotiating for horses
with village headman

Derek Buckle and Al Scott on the N summit

The first ascent of Dobzebo North (6,412m) was by the South Face on 8
October 2005 and of Dobzebo South-W est (6,429m) by the SW Ridge on 14

October .  Then a short exploration of the Lungmari range to the north. 
Team: Alasdair Scott, Bill Thurston, Martin Scott & Derek Buckle (all AC).

Lhasa Monastery
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Welsh
Regional
Dinner

Success  
We had a very enjoyable dinner last

night at the Gwydyr Hotel in Betws-y-
Coed.  

Fourteen people turned up for the
meal, so we decided that must be the
correct number. Later, Bill Barker arrived to chauffeur Annabelle and a number of others back to their house, so I suppose we were
15 really.

The hotel was very pleasant – we were looked after by an oldish gentleman who had adopted the role of grumpy, but nonetheless
kindly, hotelier. His veneer of grumpiness was such that at least one member of our party assumed he must be an AC member – I
should have recruited him, as per Stephen’s instruction. Our dinner was located in a side area, off the main dining room, so it was
quite private, although this didn’t matter too much as we had no formal speeches [except, of course, the ceremony of The Reading of
The President’s Email]. 

The dinner worked extremely well in its primary purpose of bringing members and guests together – the number, though quite low,
fitted well in our allotted space, and we organised it so that the male diners moved round a couple of places after each course [on the
basis that the adjacent ladies would be bored with us by then.]  The table layout was such that everybody spent at least part of the
dinner chatting with everybody else, so the ‘rotation of the males’ was deemed to be a success!  Conversations covered lots of topics
– even, occasionally, mountaineering – and I think everybody enjoyed themselves.  The only vaguely formal part was the reading of
the email from Stephen, which was felt to be a nice touch, so please thank him on our behalf. We concluded The Reading with a
Toast to The Alpine Club, following which there was a unanimous vote that we should ‘do something similar’ next year.  David Medcalf

Pat t erdale Meet    Apr i l  29t h - May 1st  
A convivial weekend in comfort able surroundings . What more could you ask for? The venue for our 'meet the committee and

President' weekend was the ABMSAC's well-appointed and spacious George Starkey Hut in Patterdale. Situated right next to the
main road in what looks like an old school building, the hut is brilliantly situated for walking the Fells but not especially favoured by
the close proximity of easily accessible well-known crags.  This, of course, made it the perfect base for intrepid mountaineers - step

forward the Alpine Club eager to search out the remotest crag in the cause of 'training
for the Greater Ranges'.

The Saturday morning saw a motley crew of AC members (see list below) assem-
ble to choose which 'remote fastness' to conquer. It was quickly decided to eschew
the honourable aim of training for bigger things and the team plumped for Gouther
Crag in Swindale ostensibly on the grounds of 'not likely to be crowded on a Bank
Holiday weekend' but actually the 'close to the car' argument won the day. 

An hour later the 4-space car park at the end of Swindale had 6 cars in it. Only
climbers faced with an extra mile walk can park so creatively. As it was our President
arrived last and, after showing an extraordinarily cavalier approach to turning his car
in the exceedingly narrow lane (only just avoiding an embarrassing request for
assistance from the farmer and his tractor), he managed to show why he was the

Boss by finding a mythical 7th place for his car. Most of the AC team were there
attacking the crag with mixture of boldness, tempered with caution, and vigour (also
tempered with caution.) As the NE Buttress was out-of-bounds due to broody 
peregrines the first routes were done on Truss Buttress including its eponymous 
buttress at (VD), Sam (S) and the strangely named Scabby Horse (VS) that Steve
Goodwin reported to be good and not at all scrofulous!

Others were busy on a windy Fang Buttress making mass ascents of the classic
routes and confirming their star quality. Grade drift seems to have affected the crag
between 1979 and 1992 with some routes getting easier (rare i.e. Sam was HS - now
S) with others, more rewardingly, harder like the Fang (originally MS now MVS)
Kennel Wall (was VD now MS) and  Sosentuto (was VS now HVS). Not surprisingly
the AC stalwarts went for the upgraded routes showing how advancing age definitely
improves your climbing standards. No falls were taken, (although some were contemplated) but

there were a few unscheduled rests most notably on the 5b alternative start to Sosentuto. Highlights of the day were Jeremy
Whitehead's (75) lead of  Foreleg Wall (D), Dick Turnbull on the steep and rattly Cerebus (E1) - accompanied by a protesting
President - and Phil Wickens and Steve Hunt's guano-fest on Hindleg Crack (was MS now S).

With a committee meeting looming (and the pub beckoning) stumps were drawn at 6pm'ish and the team returned to the hut via
a swift one at the Marple Arms in Brampton. Once back, wine was poured, the day discussed and the cooking team detailed-off and

Stephen Venables st art-
ing up the elegant
Kennel Wall (MS)
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herded into the kitchen. By 7pm we had thoroughly dissected the days performances and awarded stars and it was time to talk 
business. The committee was severely depleted by Toto Grunland's absence and Phil's hard-labour in the kitchen but all the boring
stuff passed remarkably quickly with generous helpings of Albert Chapman's wonderful 58% proof triple-distilled 'Rosebank' lowland malt! 

A must for all future committee meetings.
All that remained was supper. We all eventually sat downat 10pm to

a 3-course extravaganza. Ricotta and Spinach rolls followed by Chicken
à la King with rice and topped of with a monumental 'Apfel Strudel' and
cream. By then the 'craic' was flowing and bed didn't call until 2.30am for
some whose day had been too good to end early. Dick Turnbull
Sunday & Monday :

Sunday started clear and sunny, which proved painful to those that
may have overindulged in Albert’s whisky last night. Phil knew of a pleas-
ant little crag that 'tends not to get too crowded', and with a pleasant little
walk that would 'warm muscles and clear heads'. After an hour's walking
there was no sign of any footpath, and with muscles already well-warmed
up the crag still seemed some way off, and at the top of a very long,
steep slope. President Venables now adopted his Everest approach,
yomping ahead to break trail through the virgin grass, while Jeremy
picked up the pieces at the rear. Two hours into the short walk-in and we
found oursleves in a pleasant hanging valley, with the formidable Scrubby
Crag and it's hanging moss-seracs looming above us. Despite its name,
Scrubby's climbing was well worth the walk-in. All eyes were initially on
Grendel, but as Phil battled with the steep corner, clouds built and rain

threatened, Howard and Jeremy succumbed to the lure of more
horizontal grass, swiftly followed by Kate, leaving her
husband (Steve) to fend for himself. A few spots of rain fell as he
joined Stephen and Phil at the first belay, but this was not enough
to dampen enthusiasm when they reached the top. Keen not to
have to repeat the walk-in ever again, the threesome then started
up Beowolf, the other classic of the crag, and a very fine route
indeed. If you've not done it then you must - it's a pleasant little
approach and for some reason doesn't get at all busy.

By
Monday the
hut numbers
had dwin-
dled further,
so everyone
joined forces
to lay siege
to a damp
Grisedale
scramble,
which was
quickly
abandoned
for tea and

biscuits when the heavens opened. As Phil worked on a version of a sun-tan by cycling in shorts and T-shirt in a hail-storm, Steve,
Kate, Jeremy and our two ABMSAC guests, made the most of the day with a short walk in the rain and hail before heading home.
Phil W ickens

Members attending: S tephen V enables, Phil W ickens, Dick T urnbull, Jeremy Whitehead, S teve Goodwin, Howard T elford,
Steve Hunt, Albert Chapman, David Smith, Ali Renton (Asp).   Guest: Kate Hunt   

El
Presidente
powering
up the
classic
Fang
(MVS).

Dave Smith, Ali Renton and
Albert ‘Rosebank’ Chapman -
the YRC ‘chapter ’ of the AC!

Howard
Telford &
Jeremy
Whitehead
sunning
themselves
on Kennel
Wall
(MS)
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A Compact Disc of some climbing songs
'The legend of Joe Brown'

Vocals: Dennis Gray . Guit ar: Neil Whitworth 
Dennis Gray has prep ared a CD of four climbing songs.

The Legend of Joe Brown, The last of the Grand Old Masters, both written by Tom Patey, The Climbing Clemantine by Showell
Styles and The Climbers' Rap. The original version of which was written by Rosie Smith and Dennis Gray for the 1988 BMC Buxton

Conference, but has now been re-written by the latter for this record.
For over a hundred years (commencing with the Victorian mountaineers) there was a tradition of climbers writing parodies, mostly
humorous but some which romantically extolled the beauty of the mountains, such as those written by Geoffrey Winthrop Young at

his pre-Great War Pen y Pas parties. John Hirst of the Rucksack Club wrote around 200 such lyrics between Tom Patey was another
master of such writing.This tradition remained strong with groups like theCraig Dhu, The Bradford Lads,The Rock and Ice,The

Mynedd and The Sandstone Club all making substantial additions to the canon. In recent years however this tradition has faltered
somewhat, but hopefully the issuing of this CD may fire some enthusiast to pick up the pen and write a parody which celebrates our

sport and or its leading personalities once more?
E.g   'Sir Chris look down, from your pillar of fame

Old Almscliff tiger is my name! (Itchy koo, itchy koo!) 
I would like to thank T om Patey's family and Jean S tyles for allowing me to use their copyright material.

A copy of the CD is now available from Dennis Gray ,16 Royal Park Avenue,Leeds LS6 1EY @ £7.50 inc p & p. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Membership News: from Bill Thurston
Applications for membership and associateship
If you are reading the newsletter and are interested in becoming a member or associate, you will find all the relevant information
including downloadable application forms under 'How to Join' on the website. Alternatively ring the office and ask for an application
pack. Experienced Alpinists may join as Full Members; less experienced Alpinists join as Aspirant Members. If you do not climb but
have an interest in the high mountains, such as history, conservation, geography, geology, literature or art you may become an
Associate of the Club. Apart from meets, lectures, and social events we also have an excellent library at the clubhouse. 

Launch of 'Affiliates of the Alpine Club' Scheme
The BMC and the Alpine Cub have launched a scheme to improve the service and support to alpinists who apply to the BMC for an
alpine reciprocal rights card (which is free to AC members). Anyone purchasing a card from the BMC will automatically become an
Affiliate of the Alpine Club for the first year in which they purchase a card. Affiliates will receive our newsletter and invitations to
events, such as lectures and symposia. We very much hope Affiliates will consider joining the Club in due course. 
If you are receiving the newsletter for the first time as an affiliate, do come along to a lecture or other event and make yourself know
to the organiser.  

Subscriptions
We are still chasing unpaid subscriptions for 2006. If you have not paid please do so. 

New members and Associates
We are delighted to welcome the following new members and associates to the club:

Full members : 
Justin Featherstone, previously an aspirant member 
Anne Arran, Occupation: Climbing Coach / Photographer; Proposed by Roger Payne and seconded by Ed Douglas.
25 Carterknowle Road, Sheffield SY 2DW
Robin Thomas, Occupation: Builder / Decorator / Gardener; Proposed by Stuart McDonald and seconded by James Raitt.
C/o Maidencroft Cottage, Gas House Lane, High Bentham, Yorkshire LA2 4HQ
Chris Imray ,  Occupation: Surgeon; Proposed by Kyle Pattinson and seconded by David Hillebrandt.
Orchard House, 1 Russet Grove, The Arboretum, Gibbet Hill, Coventry CV4 7HH
Mike Hendry , Occupation: consultant; Proposed by Rupert Hoare and seconded by Derek Fordham. Eastlea, Felix Lane,
Shepperton, TW17 8NN

Aspirant Members
David Jakoulis, Occupation: Civil Servant; Proposed by Dick Griffiths and seconded by Tracey Quine.
20 Seymour Road, Chiswick, London W4 5ES
John da Silva, Occupation: Solicitor; Proposed by Bill Thurston and seconded by Martin Scott
33c Chepstow Place, London, W2 4TT

John T rythal l, Occupation: Teacher; Proposed by Steven Carter and seconded by Steve Hunt
Seaview, Covesea, Duffus, Elgin, IV39 5QS
Matt Frankel, Occupation: Solicitor; Proposed by Bill Thurston and seconded by Martin Scott.
Flat C, 96 Lauriston Road, London, E9 7HA
John Guy , Occupation: Airline Pilot; Proposed by Nigel Lyle and seconded by Alison Stockwell
Woodlea, Mill Lane, Cuddington, Northwich, CW8 2TA
Andrew Ross; Occupation: Civil Servant; Proposed by Jon Mellor and seconded by Bill Thurston 
Flat 5, 48 St Stephen's Road, Cheltenham, GL51 3AD

Associates of the Alpine Club
Rt Hon Lord Smith of Finsbury (Chris Smith), Proposed by Stephen Venables
22 Thornhill Square, London N1 1BQ
Andrew S tevenson, Proposed by Bill Thurston
17 Grape Bay Drive, Paget Bermuda PG 06
Tony Bond, Proposed by Peter Hodgkiss
17 Bettertons Close, Fairford, Gloucestershire, GL7 4HY
Anna Lawford , Proposed by George Band
Luxford House, Luxford Road, Crowborough, East Sussex, TN6 2PR
Margaret (Moey ) Charlesworth, Proposed by Tony Strawther
2 Vale View, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8EZ
George Rowlett, Proposed by  Peter Mallalieu
23 Farrins Rent, London, SE16 6NF

Deceased members and associates:
We have been informed of the deaths of the following members and associates, some of whom were not reported in previous
newsletters:
David Pasteur, 1959; Jeremy Naish, 1974; Francis Court, 1965; John Jackson, 1963; Michael Boos, 2003; Robert Milne, 1993; Mike
Ward, 1952; Edward Smyth, 1962, Simon Spencer Jones, 2003 Anthony Trower, 1952; Rosemary Greenwood, 1985; Ian Angells,
1975; Michael Holton, 1966; George Cubby, 1967; Hugh Gebbie, 1959; Lady Hunt, 2000. The club offers sincere condolences to rela-
tives and friends.
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The Alp ine Wint er  2006 from Our Man in  Cham onix
It is 12th May at time of writing and finally the sun has reappeared. Only 2 days ago there was snow in my garden in

Chamonix, but it is fast receding. We have had a really snowy winter- it just kept coming. Not one massive fall, but lots and lots
spread evenly throughout the winter. In fact
on the day of closure 4 days ago, the
Grands Montets ski area announced it had
495cm of snow at the top of the Bochard, at
2785m, and still 150cm at 2000m. So they
could have kept going for another month,
but everyone is thinking of cragging in the
sun and barbeques, so it is not worth their
while.

Going back a while- the Autumn climbing
conditions were excellent, particularly in
Switzerland. This was as a direct result of
the epic late august storms that washed out
countless Swiss valleys- they are still clear-
ing up the gravel that has covered loads of
fields, washed down from above. In the hills
the mountains were plastered in wet snow,
that turned to perfect neve, as easily pre-
dictable from the time that it all came down.
As always there were some keen Eiger
hunters sniffing about.

Always eager and focussed were Pete
Benson and partner Es Tressider, who
planned a raid to the North Face of the
Eiger from Aberdeen. They had their sights
set on the 1938 route, and found it in totally
perfect nick. The rock was dry and anything
white was Styrofoam neve. Both supremely

talented climbers, but straight out from sea level, meant they were totally unacclimatised and hence had 3
bivouacs- the wet cave below the difficult crack, death bivouac and the Corti bivouac. I too was keen to have
a crack, and rang Neil Brodie, to see if he was interested, only to
discover he was looking at the face with someone else, about to
start off the following day. As it turned out his mate got the fear, and
they came scuttling back, with a frustrated Neil.

On 31st Oct, while I was helping Pete and Es to celebrate, apple
bobbing and celebrating Halloween in the Queen Vic in Chamonix,

the weather turned, and put a load of fresh snow on the Eiger once again. I was disappointed  to have
missed out, but hadn't really fancied joining them to make a party of 3, with the weather fore-
cast to come in, albeit later than they had said. Neil was feeling similarly thwarted, particularly as he
had been at the foot of it in perfect nick.

So it was an exciting call to receive from Neil ten days later to see if I was still up for it.
"Not too much new snow?" I asked him. "I have been looking at the webcams all autumn
and it looks fine to me". Neil is a totally unsung alpinist, who quietly gets on with things - I
have the utmost confidence in him, and I guess that is a prerequisite for any potential 
partner for the biggest of the classic six north faces. Off we set the next morning for the strenuous day 
getting the train to the foot of the face, and an afternoon recce of the first section.
Somewhat surreal sauntering across the meadows in late autumn sunshine, past a 
photodiagram of the route, just in case you don,t know where you are going!

"So are we planning for a couple of bivis then, Neil, given that it is only 6 weeks off the
shortest day?". I was hoping that with our living and working at altitude we might be a little
quicker than the others. "No one will do", without a moments hesitation. Hmmm. "What are you
taking in the way of a sleeping bag?" I rather proudly felt I was adopting a lightweight approach
with my 400g 2 season bag, that I normally used for mountain marathons. "I am just taking a
duvet". OK, well I guess that took the wind out of my sails- the word nails sprang to mind. "Right,
I'd better start hoying some things out of my sack then". In fact, not including ropes, and 
hardware, all of which was in hands on feet or in use, I got my sack down to 7kg including pit,
bivi bag, stove, food, water and duvet jacket. Neils was similar as he had the worlds biggest
duvet jacket- not surprised really! For my part I, rather unconventially, wa climbing in Scarpa
Laser ski mountaineering boots- nice and warm, and actually lighter than Neils standard plastic
boots.

We decided that as Pete and Es tracks were obscured from the snowfall, and nobody else had
been up subsequently, a predawn start would simply mean getting lost in the vague lower
section. So we made sure we were at the first difficulty at 7am, just as it was coming light. A

steep rocky corner with a few telling plaques marking the start of the route proper led onto the
500m lower section leading to the difficult crack. Things were going pretty slowly, as there was so

Neill Brodie
below the
Difficult Crack
and R in it! 

Jon Morgan

Eiger
Nort h Fac e

Some photos of Jon Morgan
and Neill Brodie’ s ascent in

November 2005
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much weaving around and sketching about to
be done, and the 6 inches of unconsolidated
snow from the previous week definitely was not
helping.  The gear is at best poor, and mostly
non existent- within a couple of hours I had
decided the easiest way off was going to be up
and over. It is not hard climbing, indeed some
bits are walking, but Scottish 3 mixed ground
on poor rock and unconsolidated snow feels
harder than it should.

So it was about 11am when we got to the
first technical difficulty- the difficult crack. About
VS in dry rock, it was more like Scottish 6

covered in snow- Neil despatched it with ease and we moved up and across to the
Hinterstoisser traverse. Yes- a nice new bit of static line to yard across on. But the clock
was ticking- 130pm at the Swallows Nest. Not looking too good for 1 bivi I was thinking.
But from here on the character of the route completely changed. All that fresh snow that
was slowing us down on the lower section appeared to have just slid off the face, from
there on up. So the ropes went on the sacks and we soloed the first ice field, ice hose,
about Scottish 4 but bomber first time placements, and the second icefield, arriving at
Death Bivouac at 3pm. 2 ½ hours daylight remained- where was the next possible bivi?
Hmmm- not sure, but lets get moving. 

We put the ropes back on at the start of the ramp, and I led off with the rack- not that
hard so we simul-climbed the whole of the ramp, until a steep rocky step near the top-

5pm. I carried on leading into the dusk, clipping a whole collection of dodgy bent rusty pegs up the steep rocky corner, and then into
an icy squeeze chimney- sack in the way, too narrow to swing your axe properly, cant see your feet to place the crampons, pitch
dark, tied off screw as a runner……character building. Neil led through and excitedly brought me up to an excellent bivi spot at the
Brittle Ledges. 7pm. I texted Pete and as we sat there brewing up, and eating my luxury item- a packet of Pringles- and enjoying the
scene. Not a cold night luckily, and even got some kip.

Off again at 7am, this time straight into a hard mixed pitch to access the Traverse of the Gods. Good job we hadn't gone for that
bivi spot- no sign of it. Up right at the top of the Spider, slowly increasing difficulty to the foot of the Quartz crack, where we got the
ropes out again. Now at this point I studiously followed our Alpine Club guide book which describes clearly going up the Quartz
Crack, left across a steep wall into a groove, then up it. I did exactly that, scaring myself in the process, as the only gear was a really
dodgy peg, protected hard mixed climbing- Scottish 6 with  fall-leading-to-broken-legs type ground. I subsequently showed my photos
to Pete. "Och we didn't even have a guide book and we went straight up above the Quartz Crack, then left higher up- it was easy!"
Not helped when, 30 foot above this peg I finally got to another gear placement- a screw- and I let my Quark dangle by the wrist loop
to place it. "Whooaaa, came the voice from below as my axe wanged its way down to Grindelwald". "What the ……"…….character
building, once again.

The clipper leashes on Quarks, Charlet Mosers superb ice tools, are made of aluminium, and so bend with ease. In doing so,
presumably mixed climbing lower down, the clipper had remained open, and hence as soon as I let it dangle it headed off south at

speed. Better to replace them for mixed climbing with a steel one, such as a Black Diamond Android. Or better still go leashless. Not
an ideal spot to be learning these things.

Past the Corti bivouac (bet that wasn't much fun spending the night there, boys…..) and so to the first exit crack. We had heard a
number of people saying "that is your mates lead", but after my experience above the Quartz Crack, it seemed fine. Not much gear,
but good rock, and not so steep. The chimneys above steadily backed off to the final section of the Mittelegi, and the top for 1230pm.
The endless West flank was not much fun cramponing down in ski boots, and then beneath a rather menacing serac for a while- the
only time Neil looked remotely concerned in the whole outing. And yes- last train down from Eigergletscher. We thought it would be
rude not to stay at Kleine Scheidegg to quench a substantial thirst.

Around the same period, Kenton Cool, John Bracey and Dave Heselden were also Eiger bound and, Kenton having previously
done the '38 route, set off on the Harlin route. This proved to have some knarly aid climbing above the gallery window. Dave took a
leader fall of a good 60 foot, ripping a few bits of gear in the process, and battering himself, fortunately not breaking anything. He was
up for trying again, but his teammates decided that a retreat was in order, given his swollen bruised limbs!

Winter rapidly set in, and the icefalls got fatter and fatter, with prolonged spells of cold weather. I got word, once again Neil Brodie
tipped me off, that Dame du Lac was in condition. This is a 2 pitch French 6 icefall, first climbed by Thierry Renault in 1991, but not
repeated for many years subsequently. The first pitch is a 30-40m high free standing column (or cigare as the French call them), and
as such only comes into nick every few years. I was working all week, having heard about it one Monday in January, and anxiously
hoping it would stay cold. I sorted out a partner on the Monday too, who will remain nameless, as on Friday night at 7pm he
announced he was going to the bank the next day instead…………hmmmm. But being Friday night all my mates were out drinking. I
would have happily done it with Kenton, John Bracey, Jonny Baird, Matt Dickinson or any number of other keen folk- I didn't even call
them, as I wanted a sober partner for 7 am! Andy Perkins gave me Twids number, and I finally got in touch with him about 10pm.
"What are you doing tomorrow, Twid? Fancy ice-climbing". "Oh, mate, I am knackered- I have been to Kandersteg today, just got in".
"It's just I heard that Dame du Lac was in, and I thought you might be keen. Not to worry- I will ring someone else" "Hang on a sec"-
muffled noises as he talks to his mate Toby" "We are coming!" 

We were very lucky to find nobody on it, and even luckier that it had formed partly in 2 columns, so for a lot of it you could bridge,
and place screws in balance. But still a free standing column of that size will always hold interest. No calf burn for me, though, in my
trusty Lasers once again! A bit more interesting at the top of the column, where I had to lead past a substantial crack in the column,
and then get over/around an overhanging cauliflower of ice (or meduse as the locals call them). Toby led through- very steep second
pitch too, and a couple of French teams followed us up. That in itself would normally be a mistake- following people up a steep icefall
is normally a recipe for a complete pummelling from falling ice- but because of the overhanging meduse, and the vertical column
beneath, any debris from Toby was into space and never went near them! Leanne Callahan also climbed Dame du Lac this winter

The Hinterstoisser
Traverse - in summer

2005 and (R)  in winter
1989
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(her first icefall of the
year), as did John
Bracey. 

Cogne was not in
particularly good nick
this winter, and many
routes didn't form-
maybe from a lack of
running water in the
autumn. What was
there was very good,
and I enjoyed the 
classic Lau Bij, grade 5
but quite naughty for
the grade, with Rachael
Hinchliffe, and
Ecknaton (but too far to
walk in). Cascade de
Lillaz was fatter than ever,
and I didn't hear of anyone
getting flooded off it this
year from dam releases!
Yes it does happen- I
have  a friend who has
been caught out twice
there. Certain classics,
such as Stella Artice
never came in at all.

Chamonix ice was in
very good nick down to
valley level by mid-late
Jan, and I did Cascade de Sainte Marie, a very sunny low altitude icefall
below Les Houches, with Peter and Angela Lunn. Indeed there were one
or two folk venturing into the mountains at this point. A young  French
guide named Benoit managed to climb the Desmaison route on the flank
of the Walker Spur of the Grandes Jorasses- a good effort in January (in
fact a good effort at all). But increasingly as a cold winter turned into a
snowy winter avalanche danger became an increasingly real problem,
and I didn't hear of much of note in the big hills after this point- combina-
tion of lots of snow and generally unsettled weather. Tragedy overcame
one party, and Francoise Call has sent me the following text, written on
Sunday 30th April:

"Patrick was buried this Wednesday. He was caught out in a wet snow
avalanche on the Cascade des Favrands, near the Mont Blanc tunnel entrance, on the 28th
January. I spent 3 days at the time on the spot with the PGHM, but there was nothing we could
do. We managed by elimination to determine on which step of the waterfall they were but we
could not get to them. There was 15 meters deep of snow that was so hard that the gendarmes
were working with chainsaws. We used for the first time in France a new device akin to a scanner
that we got sent from Switzerland.

Patrick's body was found last Thursday. I was called as the gendarmes were still extracting the
body and was able to be at the DZ when the body arrived by helicopter. I had to insist to view the
body. Maybe I am a bit weird but I found it important to be able to see him and hold him to wrap
around him some scarves. 

He was more than a friend and climbing partner for me. He was the man I loved and we had a
common life in Chamonix.

Some more precision on the way the body was found: the gendarmes used an ingenious and
simple trick of diverting some of the water of the waterfall with a large fireman pipe onto the sur-
face of the neve. This created pits of 5-6 meters deep. They moved the pipe twice a day and
managed thus to follow the rope and find Patrick. The body of his climbing partner, Lukas, had been found one week earlier by a 
gendarme walking his dog. His hand was sticking out! Then, 2 days later, the PGHM phoned me telling me that someone else had
been digging. Maybe they thought that it could be me as they knew that I was keeping an eye on the situation. But no, it was not me.
The PG told me that it is not unusual in the case of such accidents that people animated by an unhealthy curiosity or looking or
equipment have a go to dig. That is was prompted the PG to search although originally they had planned to wait for the thaw"

Francoise is great enthusiast and keen active Alpine Club member, and is always out climbing or skiing. Despite this tragedy she
continues her passion for mountain sports, and I recently saw her in the Cosmiques hut, climbing and skiing with her daughter. When
not with her she drags Cristophe Profit off, amongst others, to climb with.

Other esoteric venues came into condition in January, including the ephemeral Sixt a Fer a Cheval, near Samoens. This requires
both prolonged cold early season weather, and little snow, as all the routes are very avalanche prone. Neil Brodie managed to do the
rarely repeated La Lyre, a multipitch grade 6, that even he described as a battle, and others did nearby lines.

Most Chamonix folk, from Feb onwards, whatever their intentions, stuck to skiing. The depth of snow continued to deepen all the

John Morgan (top)
moving up the
Ramp and Neill
Brodie (above) on
the Exit cracks

Neill Brodie on
the Traverse of
the Gods
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way through the season, and it certainly bodes well for glacier travel in at least the first half of this summer. There were some 
impressive avalanches down to valley level, particularly in Taconnnaz, where a monster one on 4th April took out most of the existing
avalanche defences, which will need to be rebuilt. The Col de Montets was shut for prolonged periods of time, and even the Gaillands
crag, in Chamonix, had  a large avalanche come down- a 10 to 15m high cone is still there now. Various parties of skiers, guided and
unguided, were unfortunate enough to be caught out, throughout the massif. One unfortunate snowboarder lost both legs in one
avalanche near the Posettes, on the back side of le Tour. In fact overall throughout the French Alps the death toll in avalanches this
winter was 55 people, well up on average, and mostly off piste skiers, rather than ski tourers or climbers.

But it was a good touring season, rather hampered by the weather. I think I only managed to complete one ski touring itinerary as
planned, and every single other one had to be changed, according to the weather/snow etc. The one I did complete was an excellent
esoteric journey from Goeschenen to Engelberg, over 5 days with 3 youthful AC members- David Lindsay, 66, Mike Esten, 71, and
my father, Richard aged 76! Memorable descents from Sustenlimi to Steingletscher, and the final descent lowering off/jumping a
cornce before the final descent to Engelberg.

I went to Cuneo in Piedmont for the 3rd World Ski Mountaineering Championships in early March, representing UK, along with Al
Powell, Carron Scrimgeour,  Olly Allen, Nick Wallis, Ivor Ligertwood and Tracey Wright. There were the usual collection of uberath-
letes, from the principal Alpine nations, and in all 35 countries were represented. Overall Italy won, partly by entering every single
discipline en masse, in every age group, but the French and the Swiss had the majority of the top individuals. 

The first race was the uphill only event. A straight 1000m vertical ascent, up a red piste. An astonishing time of 39 mins put Patrick
Blanc a full 2 mins ahead of his 2 countrymen, for a French 1,2,3, then a Spaniard after another big gap. The first Swiss was nearly 5
minutes off the pace in 44 mins, which struck me as rather odd, as they take it very very seriously, with fully sponsored full time 
athletes, team coaches etc etc. So how could that be? I mean it is like one nation having athletes completing a 100m sprint in 9 sec-
onds, whilst the next guys do it in 10 seconds. The answer is simple- EPO. Like any top level endurance sport it is riddled with it, and
I see no other feasible explanation. Sour grapes? Perhaps, but I have colleagues in the medical profession locally who have been
approached for it by top ski mountaineers, and as a naturally occurring hormone it is only detectable by the drugs themselves being
found,  either being given to the athletes, or in their possession, but not by testing. I say gloves off and take what you want with no
rules- just the fastest to the top. If you want to shrink your balls with anabolic steroids, have a myocardial infarction or cerebrovascu-
lar accident from EPO then feel free. Prohibition didn't work for alcohol, doesn't work for dope and E and won't work for drugs in
sport! 

We Brits (no heart attacks or strokes, and full size testicles, I assure you) were predictably slower. There were 100 competitors in
that race- I was 29th in 48 mins, and Nick Wallis 82nd in 62 mins. In the team event out of 50 teams Al Powell and Carron
Scrimgeour were 26th, and Olly Allen and Ivor Ligertwood were 40th. The individual event was cancelled due to an avalanche that
took out quite a number of teams- minor injuries only luckily! The last event was a relay which turned out to be very entertaining,
where I think all 4 of us in the team wiped out on  the descents, me taking out a clip-board-waving official, much to everyones 
amusement (except his I guess- what was he doing standing there, anyway?). We were 13th after all that.

Great to witness the best in the world doing their changeovers in astonishing speed- the best guys can get their skins off, adjust
bindings for downhill mode, tighten boots and set off, all in under 20 seconds. Some of  my clients take 20 mins!  

A much longer, more classic but equally gruelling event took place in late April, as it does every 2 years. The Patrouille des Glaciers
has been going since the 30s, and is always oversubscribed. There are 2 courses- both start in Zermatt with a gruelling 2000m
ascent to the Tete Blanche at night. The shorter course then skis down to finish in Arolla, the longer one continuing over the Col de
Riedmatten, past the Dix hut and around the lake, over Rosablanche to end in Verbier. So essentially the last 4 days of the Haute
Route backwards. Records were broken this year, with the winners (Patrick Blanc and friends again) doing it in 6 hours 18 mins-
amazing. Not many Brits have done this event (I have twice now been too disorganised to get my entry in  on time!) and so it was
good to see Nick Wallis, Roly Sinker and Otto Grolig complete the main course in 12 hours- particularly as Roly was vomiting in
Arolla, but still carried on to Verbier. 

Skis away now, rock boots out, shades on and bring on the summer. Oh I suppose we could always do some mountaineering too,
but isn't that what you do when the weather isn't good enough for rock climbing?  John Morgan

Please feel free cont act me for local information if you are coming out to Chamonix. I can offer you opinion (no kidding, I
hear) on conditions etc, and even have an ap artment to rent on a weekly basis, that sleep s up to 6. You can get me on
info@jon-morgan.com or +33 6 74033411. I also have been known to drink beer , on the odd occasion.

Exhibition of drawings from W est Penwith by Kit Surrey .
The Alpine Club; October - Christmas 2006.

I first saw rock climbers in Snowdonia during family holidays spent in a S partan farm cott age in the Nant Ffrancon valley in
the late 1950's. I was, at the age of eleven or so, fascinated by these intrepid, exotic figures glimpsed high up in apparently impossible situations.
My parents, however, deemed the activity to be far too dangerous and my home town of Southampton was not ideally placed for a
possible budding interest in the sport. Later on I went to art school and art schools, unlike many universities, do not boast climbing
clubs. Then my subsequent career as a theatre designer and my own growing family took over and it was not until my late forties,
over ten years ago, that I was finally introduced to climbing by a friend - far to late in the day to become any good at it. But what it
did do was to introduce me as an artist to a new world with new perspectives.

My landscape drawings up to this point had been strongly influenced by a long fascination with both maps and aerial photography.
I am fortunate to live in Devon and a great deal of my work was concerned with the ancient landscape of Dartmoor. Now, however, I
was made aware of the granite tors in a completely new way - up close and very hands on. Further exploration led my climbing 
partner and myself to the sea cliffs of Cornwall only a couple of hours away. It was while exploring the easier routes that I became
aware of the magnificent and awe-inspiring sea cliffs of  West Penwith. Knowing that they were quite beyond my capabilities as a
climber I wanted to pay tribute to them as an artist. I use a hard graphite pencil to "map out" the initial drawing and then use
compressed charcoal and black conte on a fairly textured paper in order to capture the varying rock textures and to emphasise the

dramatic chiaroscuro that these stunning rock faces can exhibit. Based on photographs, some my own, some seen in magazines and
guide books, combined with my modest personal experiences gained at places like Bosigran and Sennen I hope to capture some of
the unique atmosphere of this superb area of Cornwall.

I am honoured to have been invited to exhibit some of my drawings at The Alpine Club and I hope that they will bring back many
happy memories, as well perhaps of the occaisional epic, to many members of great days spent amongst some of the finest scenery
in the British Isles.    Kit Surrey  May 2006
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The new electronic version of the quarterly round-up of
articles from the climbing press has been welcomed by members,
judging by the increase in requests generated. AC names crop up
regularly as author or subject of pieces, so do sign up to Alpinet if
you want to keep up to speed with who's doing what, where.

Grateful thanks to Alasdair Andrews, James Bogle and Hamish
Brown for kindly donating books to the Library. The following titles
have been added to Library since the last Newsletter.

Recent Acquisitions - Books
AITKEN, B. Touching upon the Himalaya - excursions and enquiries (Indus, 2004)
BLUM, A. Breaking trail - a climbing life (Scribner, 2005)
BOGLE, J . A History of the Association of British Members of the Swiss Alpine Club (Hatcham, 2005)
CROCKER, M. Sandstone outcrops of the Forest of Dean (Climbers' Club, 2006)
DYER, A. et.al. Walks and scrambles in Norway (Ripping Yarns.com, 2006)
HALL, A. The Border Country - a walker's guide. 2nd ed. (Cicerone, 1999)
HERMAN, D. Great walks in Ireland (Ward Lock, 1991)
KAPADIA, H. Into the untravelled Himalaya - travels, treks and climbs (Indus, 2005)
LEACH, R. The Rope Dancer (Skink, 2005)
LE SUEUR, A. The hotel on the roof of the world - 5 years in Tibet. 2nd ed. (Summersdale, 2001)
McDONALD, B. I'll call you in Kathmandu - the Elizabeth Hawley story (Mountaineers Books, 2005)
ODEN, J. Free skiing - how to adapt to the mountain (Choucas, 2006)
PECK, E.H. Recollections 1915 - 2005 (Edward H. Peck, 2005)
PRITCHARD, P. The Longest Climb - back from the abyss  (Constable&Robinson, 2005)
REYNOLDS, K. 100 hut walks in the Alps. 2nd. ed. (Cicerone, 2005)
SCHOENING, P. K2 1953(P.K. Schoening, 2004)
SMYTHE, F.S. My Alpine Album (A&C Black, 1940)
Expedition report s
British Buckskin Expedition 2005 - Alaska (Paul Ramsden)
British Cordillera Orient al Expedition 2005 - Peru (Anthony Barton)
British Habuqung Shan Expedition 2005 - T ibet (Derek Buckle)
British Kajaqiao Expedition 2005 - China/T ibet (Mick Fowler)
Cambridge University Mongolia Expedition 2005 (Alan Dickinson)
Cordillera Carabaya 2005 Chichacap ac - Peru (John Biggar)
First Indian Civilian Ascent Mount T ingchen-Khang 2004 - India (Himalayan Club)
Grand Poobah Expedition 2005 - Kyrgyzst an/China (Paul Knott)
Rondoy W est Face 2005 - Peru (Gareth Hughes)
Stoat s Apolobamba 2005 - Bolivia (Carl Reilly)
Subansiri V alley Expedition 2005 - India (Harish Kapadia)
Yvonne Sibbald

Second Hand
Books Sales:
From time to time the

Library offers a list of sur-
plus books that are for

sale to members. To save
costs and delay, we will
now do this by e-mail. If
you cannot receive e-
mail, then please give

Mike Hewson at the AC
Library a note of your

name and current
address and we will post

any new lists to you.

E-mail
Addresses

If you have an e-mail
address, please send it to

Allison at
admin@alpine-

club.org.uk - we already
have them for most mem-
bers, but there are quite

a few missing.  And
remember that you can
also register for Alpinet
at the Club website and
can then look up the lat-
est addresses of mem-
bers and change your

own details, sign on to
circulation lists etc.

Alpine Club Photo Library gains "best st and" award 
at the recent BAPLA Picture Buyers Fair in Islington.

The AC Library exhibited at the recent Photo Buyers Fair run by BAPLA (British Association of Picture Libraries and
Agencies) held at the Business Design Centre in Islington, London, on 10-1 1 May. We have exhibited there for the last three
years and we take a very modest stand less than 2 metre wide.  This year the stand was manned by Anna (Sue) Lawford, Glyn
Hughes and myself.

The news is that we were a finalist for the "The most outstanding exhibition stand".  Then, because the judges led by an eminent
designer, Dr Malcolm Garret - Creative Director of AIG, were undecided over two stands they made the final award jointly to Alpine
Club and a photo agency, Red Cover.  So we were presented with a bottle of Champagne and will attend a presentation at BAPLA to
be given a rather smart certificate.

The Judges commented on "the bravery of the Alpine Club in exhibiting original pictures".  By good fortune, the AC stand matched
with the theme "The Year of the Specialist Collection" for this year's BAPLA show and the brief to the judges to look for "content" on
the stands.

We certainly had "Content"which included a panorama of the Caucusus taken by and signed by Vittorio Sella in 1889 and pictures
from the Everest 1922 expedition.  After scanning them and insuring them, we took 20 original photographs; put the up in the 
morning and took them back to the Club at night.  This was certainly a different approach to that of the other stands.
The enclosed photo shows Christina Berry (Organiser of the BAPLA show), Hywel Lloyd (AC) with the Champagne, Linda Royles

(CEO of BAPLA) and Anna Lawford (AC) in front of the Alpine Club's modest stand.
My special thanks go to Anna who worked hard to assemble the exhibits; Glyn for the long hours he put in on first the first day, 

setting up, being on the stand and staying on to receive the award; and Kate and Rachel who, in a previous year, had developed this
way to show off the AC collection.     Hywel Lloyd
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October
Newsletter 

Deadline
Sept 30th  2006 

Please continue to send me your
climbs, experi ences,  opinions, letters

-anything!  Please!! 
Send to: 

Dick Turnbull,
Cabrachan, Sir W illiam Hill Rd,

Grindleford,
Hope Valley,

S32 2HS
Tel: 01433-630970

Email:

newsletter@
alpine-

club.org.uk

Discounted Guide Books
The following is the full list of the AC guidebooks in print and available

ACPrice  RRP
+New+  Dolomites  (2 V ols)          £21.00       £28.00

Mont Blanc V ol. 1            £12.35        £16.50
Mont Blanc V ol. 2           £12.35        £16.50
Bernese Oberland           £16.15        £21.50
Bernina and Bregalia      £15.40        £20.50
Valais W est                     £16.15        £21.50
Valais East                     £15.40        £20.50
Ecrins                            £14.60        £19.50

AC,CC and FRCC and guidebooks are available at discounted prices

to AC  members from Cordee, 3a DeMont fort S t, Leicester Le1 7HD.
(Please add 1.00p P&P for single copies. T wo or more are post free.)

Also from: www .cordee.co.uk

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE AC OFFICE FOR GUIDBOOKS ANY MORE!

CC Guides
Southern Sandstone        Sold Out       N Devon and Cornwall      £13.13
Clogwyn Du’r Arrdu            £1 1.63        Ogwen and Carneddau     £15.00
Lliwedd                                £8.25        T remadog                          £12.38 
N Wales Limestone              £3.75         Lundy                               £12.38
Pembroke + supplement    £18.00         Into the Blue                       £6.75
Wye Valley                         £12.38         Pembroke Supplement       £3.00
Symonds Yat                       £7.50         West Cornwall                  £17.25 
Gogarth (rep)                       £8.25         Meirionnydd                     £14.25
Lleyn                                   £8.25         Llanberis                          £12.38  
Swanage (rep)                     £8.25         Cwm Silyn                        £10.13
Forest of Dean (April ‘06)    £7.50         Avon & Cheddar               £17.25

FRCC Guides
Borrowdale 2000               £12.00         Gable and Pillar                 £1 1.25
Buttermere and E. Crags   £1 1.25         Dow, Duddon and Slate     £1 1.25
Scafell, W asdale, Eskdale  £1 1.25         Recent Development s 94/5 £1.00
Recent Development s 95/6 £1.00          Langdale 1999                   £12.00
Lakeland Fells                   £13.50         Selected Lakes Routes      £14.60

Alpine Club Member Ret ail Concessions
Outside at Hathersage A 10% discount is available to AC Members, more if you buy lots more!  Not applicable to sale
goods, books, maps and promotional equipment.
Field & T rek Group Sales account established & catalogue with Allison Spyer.  A/C No 2011986.  Discounts 25%
possible on orders exceeding £200 (ex VAT)
Expedition Supplies Discounts in the order of 20% are available to AC members.  Excludes books & maps.
Stanfords Link to Stanfords added to AC web site that gives access to books and maps.  An 8% refund is 
provid  ed direct to the AC when maps and books are ordered via this link.
Cotswold Out door  A/C No. A2062.  A 15% discount is available on mail order, through web site or in stores quoting
the above a/c No.
Needle Sport s at Keswick A 10% discount off most items with larger discounts available on bulk orders.  Not
applicable to maps, books, videos, sale or special offers.
Outdoor Shop - Milton Keynes Purchases up to £100 – 10% discount, £100 to £500 – 15% off, over £500 – 20% off.
Copa - Caernarfon, Gwynedd 15% off non-sale, discounted items & books,maps.Please show  AC Membership card

New issue
dates for the
Newsletter

There will now be only
3 issues of the AC
newsletter per year 
New publication

Dates:
February 15th      

June 15th        
October 31st   


