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AC Climbing Fund is supported by

150th Anniversary Year
Our anniversary summer got off to a good start in the Garwhal Himalaya, where Harish

Kapadia and Mark Higton organized a successful expedition to the Kagbuhusandi. Despite large
amounts of lingering winter snow, three first ascents were made and the Indian authorities have
agreed to one of the summits being named AC 150.  Earlier this year, Dave Wynne-Jones team
climbed another ’Pik of the 150th anniversary of the British Alpine Club’ - this one in full soviet style, in
Kyrkyzistan.

I heard about the Garwhal success the day I left for Zermatt, feeling rather anxious about
reports of wet stormy weather all over the Alps.  In the event, Zermatt Tourism organized the perfect
weather window, with a steady improvement through the Friday and Saturday, culminating in a cloudless sky on
the Saturday evening, as the sun set behind the Matterhorn and Walter Bonatti made his speech
thanking the Club for his honorary membership.  The weather broke on the Sunday evening, as most
people were making their way home.

The press arrived on Thursday for preliminary wining and dining.  Then at 7.00 am on Friday
they accompanied a few club members and guests to the Klein Matterhorn, to emerge from the cable
car station into a vicious wind and whiteout conditions for a Cairngorm-style ascent of the Breithorn.
VIPs included George Band, who had climbed the same mountain by the Younggrat at the last bash in 1957, and Doug Scott, who
looked suitably eccentric in knee-length gardening jacket, leather gauntlets and a floppy Stetson.

That evening everyone assembled outside the Monte Rosa Hotel for welcome speeches and the unveiling of a beautiful
sculpture, celebrating 150 years of friendship between Zermatt and the Alpine Club.  As Trevor Braham - who has lived many years
in Switzerland - put it, this really was a very special mark of affection.  

Speeches over, nearly 300 people moved over to the Zermatterhof drinks and buffet dinner, followed by more drinks in and
around the Monte Rosa.  As the pavement party included a recent Vice President renowned for his stentorian voice, we were asked
eventually by the Zermatt police to move indoors, where the bar staff stayed patiently awake until only Ian McNaught Davis was left
in the bar.

On Saturday the sun shone and about fifty AC members laid siege to the Riffelhorn, for some gloriously relaxed rock
climbing in a  stunning setting.  To avoid queuing on a bolted classic, Charlie Higgins and I followed VIP guest John Harlin III
up what seemed to a previously unclimbed crack line which we called Swiss Hospitality, pointing out gently to our hosts that John
had protected the route with threaded slings, flakes, nuts and cams, leaving the rock unmarked for future climbers to enjoy.
Meanwhile Phil Wickens took Men’s Vogue photographer Susanna up her first ever rock climb.

Dinner at the Riffelberg was slightly the victim of its own success.  When we first planned it, nearly two years ago, we never
imagined that so many people would turn up.  Nor did our hosts realize that 250 AC members, arriving after a day’s climbing and/or
strenuous flower-watching with Malcolm Eldridge, would require a lot of drinks.  Fast.  But the logistic log-jam cleared eventually,
the light got ever more magical for Susanna and our own official photographer, Bernard Newman, and the president of the Swiss
Alpine Club, Frank Urs Müller, presented the Club with a stunning watercolour of the Finsteraarhorn.  This happens to be my
favourite alpine peak; more relevant, it was here that first thoughts on forming the club were discussed in the summer of 1957 by
Edward Kennedy and William Matthews. 

The SAC president was followed by Walter Bonatti, who made an eloquent speech, outlining the club’s history, the first
ascent of the Matterhorn and his own extraordinary swansong solo of a new route up the North Face during the 1965 centenary.
Then we all went in to dinner.  This being Switzerland, the meal was excellent.  The noise level rose steadily, particularly in the upper

restaurant, where French VIP guest Christian Trommsdorff, fresh from two months in the
Karakoram, commandeered every available ’young lady’ to sit at his table.  In the lower restaurant
Bonatti and his companion Rosanna seemed to be enjoying themselves.  Afterwards fellow
Italian guest Luca Signorelli reported that Bonatti had enjoyed himself enormously and had felt
honoured and touched to be part of the celebration.

A noisy packed train got everyone back down at midnight to Zermatt, where about thirty mem-
bers of the party managed to find a bar prepared to stay open until 3.00 am on Sunday morning.
Seven hours later it was time for the service at St Peter’s Church - a service both of commemora-
tion for club members who are buried in Zermatt, but also of celebration.  Ian Thompson, one of
several professional musicians in the club, played the organ, the congregation sang heartily and
more or less in tune, and the Reverend Brian Underwood delivered a moving eloquent sermon. 

That brought official events to a close, but the weather remained fine until Sunday evening.
Several members set off hopefully for the Schönbiel and other huts.  Some of us went rock
climbing.  Rob Collister, Phil Wickens and Lizzie Hawker had already been up at 7.00 am
(Lizzie earlier for a pre-breakfast run) and done the Unter Gabelhorn in a day from Zermatt.
Thereafter, unstable weather thwarted grand projects, but several modest routes were climbed,
including the Pointe de Zinal by Andy Parkin and Simon Yates. Higgins, Harlin and I finished
on a high, doing a fantastically eroded - and still eroding - ridge on the Leiterspitz recommended
by Collister, followed by a transcendent evening walk from Täschalp back to Zermatt.   

Huge thanks are due to Daniel Luggen and his colleagues at Zermatt Tourism for organizing it
all so efficiently and giving us such a generous welcome.  And to Rick Eastwood, Steve and
Lucy Goodwin, and Toto Gronlund for the immense amount of work they have put in over the
last few months organizing the biggest gathering in the Club’s history.         Stephen Venables

Cover photo courtesy of John Cleare.

John Harlin on the ragged
rocks of the Lieberspitz.

Swiss Tourism�s gift to the AC
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Northern V enue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage                 
Lectures st art at 7.30pm

London V enue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
Lectures st art at 7.30pm 

LONDON MEETINGS - SW MEETINGS- NORTHERN LECTURES

SW Venue:
Upper room of the Nova Scotia,

Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJ
Lectures st art at 7.30pm

F i r st  t h e  Good  New s!
Dave Hillebrand t, doctor , AC

member and Magellan S trait s and SW
coast al explorer  is back with us in

the land of the living af ter
surviving an acute and near fat al

attack of Pancreatitis
Now   t h e  B a d  New s -

No m or e  a l c oh ol  -
ever !

(Lime and lemonade ad infinitum!)

Dave making a good
recovery despite a

life sentence of
lemonade and lime!

Sat October 13 2007 - Annual SW
Dinner and perhap s a Speaker:
Lockside, Frank Canning? TBC

Tuesday 14 November - S peaker:
George Band? TBC
No December lecture (4/12/07 Swiss

Embassy Reception, 7/12/07 AC AGM)
Tuesday 15 January 2008 - Jonathan

White 'Arctic Greenland'
Tuesday 5 February 2008 - Pat

Littlejohn 'SW Sea-Cliff Climbing'
(TBC)

Tuesday 4 March 2008 - Mick Fowler
'Matterhorns of T ibet'
Lectures are held at the Upper Room

of the Nova Scotia, Cumberland
Basin,Hotwells, Bristol Bs1 6XJ.

Lectures st art at 7.30pm.

Let t er  t o t he Edi t or
Dear Sir ,
In recent years, we have become 

a genuinely national club in terms of
membership with the majority of Club 
functions viz. seminars, conferences, dinners,
lectures and meets, taking place away from
London. 
In the light of these welcome developments,

it seems to me unfair that members who
happen to live within 40 miles of Charlotte St
must pay almost 33% (£14) more subs than
those who live 45miles (or more) away!  I
note that the committee decided to freeze
London subscriptions, but in my opinion this
is not enough. 
What exactly am I getting which justifies

charging me an extra £14 in subs when it will
cost me almost as much as a member in the
other extremities of the country  to travel to
my Club's annual dinner  let alone to club
meets in the hills?
Contrary to the widespread belief among

those resident outside the '40 mile area',  not
all members resident in the home counties
are millionaires who while away their time in
our lavish clubhouse sipping pink gins and
playing bridge,  and thoroughly deserve to be
financially penalised with this AC version of
supertax. 
The Club provides very cheap accommodation for

out of town members in a city where it is hard
to find a bed for less than £70 a night. If there
is a case at all for a subscription premium,
should it not be levied on provincial members
who use this heavily subsidised facility for
visits to London and air port departures for
the greater ranges, rather than the group
which includes those who do most of the
practical work to keep our clubhouse and its
services running. A slightly facetious 
suggestion - but no more illogical than the
present situation! 

Last year, I was asked if I would be 
prepared to transfer my subscription Direct
Debit. I hesitated and continue to do so
because I am sufficiently unhappy with the
Club's subscription policy to be considering 
arranging an 'off-shore' accommodation
address, or temporary resignation until I can
escape the AC Congestion Charge zone. 
Come on Committee - be fair! 

Regards, John Moore,  London

As yet we have no confirmed dates for
the Northern Lecture scene but the
organisers Ed Douglas and Martin
Wragg (see above) are working on

producing their normal stunning line-up
of interesting and informative activists.

Help!
Volunteers Needed

The AC needs volunteers to assist with the running of 55 Charlotte Road. V olunteers need
to live within reach of the office and be willing to get their hands dirty with odd jobs such

as decoration, moves of furniture and minor rep airs, oversee small refurbishment 
project s as well as deal with the

occasional emergency and ensure that everything is functionning properly . 
We would also welcome anyone who has electrical, plumbing and 

carpentry skills who is prep ared to help with the occasional small job. 
Charlotte Road is an old building is quite expensive to run and maint ain. This is

a way to help the club in a very direct way to keep running cost s down.
Please cont act Allison in the club office.

This is  im por t ant  so p lease respond i f  you
c an.

Tuesday 1 1th September . Lecture
Meeting. Esmond T residder .
"21st Century Adventure Climbing"
As climbing has evolved over the years,
the central pursuit of adventure has 
remained a key aspect to many people's
search for the next challenge.
Es has certainly kept adventure at the
forefront of his climbing -
recent achievements have included an
ascent of the Eiger Nordwand and a
new record for a traverse of the Cuillin
Ridge. He will be talking about 
aspects of climbing in the 21st Century
that include Kstan, Lofoten, 
Yosemite, Eiger, and Scottish winter.
The spirit of adventure is alive and 
well.

Christie's  'T reasures of the Alpine
Club' Exhibition/ reception/ Lecture 
21-26 Sep.

Tuesday 25th September . Lecture at
Christie's by George Band '150 Years
of 
the Alpine Club' (T icket s £5).

Tuesday 23rd October . Lecture
Meeting. Hamish Brown "The
Mount ains Look on 
Marrakesh"
After an initial visit of three months to
the Atlas Mountains in 1965, our 
member the well known travel writer,
climber and photographer Hamish
Brown has been back every year since.
His recently published book is about one 
mans lifelong devotion to the Atlas
Mountains and the Berber Highlanders
and this slide show covers the same
ground.

Tuesday 13th November . Lecture
Meeting. Kenton Cool. 

Tuesday 4 December . AC Seminar at
the Swiss Embassy . '150 Years of 
mount aineering, Mount ains and their
People'. (reduced price tickets for AC 
members).

INFORMAL MEETINGS WILL
NORMALLY TAKE PLACE ON THE
FOURTH TUESDAY EACH MONTH


