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AC Climbing Fund is supported by

150th Anniversary Year

Congratulations to Dick T urnbull and Mike
‘Methuselah’ Mortimer on their 50th anniver -
sary ascent of the stunning Philip-Flamm
route on the Civett a. Moving swiftly from the
sublime to the ridiculous, I too was in the
Dolomites, this autumn,  on a much easier
climb, representing the Club at yet another
commemoration - the 150th anniversary of the
first ascent of Monte Pelmo by the man who
subsequently became our first president - John
Ball.

Married to a local girl from Bassano, the
Irish lawyer, MP, botanist and mountaineer was fascinated by the Eastern Alps,
in particular the massive monolith of Monte Pelmo.  On 19 September 1957 he
hired a cacciatore - a hunter - from the Val de Cadore, to show him the way
along a secret ledge leading to the upper bowl of the limestone peak. The
hunter couldn't see the point of climbing mountains, so Ball continued alone to the
summit of the first major peak to be climbed in the Dolomites.

One hundred and fifty years later, on a misty
autumn morning, I set off from the Rifugio Venezia
with one of several unwieldy groups roped to local
guides.  Pleading presidential privilege, I was allowed
to go ahead unroped, and escape some serious con-
gestion along the narrow gangway now known as
Ball's Ledge.

It's certainly a spectacular romp - an improbably
airy approach to the huge upper bowl, where the trail
disappears eventually in a wasteland of eroded boul-
ders where there was once a glacier.  The route fin-
ishes with a nice scrambly crest, with awesome views

down the huge, rarely climbed, north face.  I spent a happy half hour on the summit with a
jolly team from Friuli, who pointed out all the famous Dolomite summits in a fantastic
panorama, then headed back down to the hut for afternoon beer.

The official celebration, with many speeches and much giving of presents, took place
that evening down in San Vito di Cadore.  My wife Rosie arrived later that evening and the
next day we were shown round Pieve di Cadore, birthplace of Titian, and the beautiful
regional capital of Belluno - a city where Bill Tilman is still remembered for his wartime work
with the Italian partisans.  Belluno is also home to the Giovanni Angelini Foundation - one
of the best mountain libraries I have ever seen, with enviable spacious reading rooms.
AND Belluno is home to best pizza restaurant in the world.  

Many thanks to the President of Belluno and the local branch of the Italian Alpine Club
for their magnificent hospitality.  They are very keen to organize some kind of exchange
between the Alpine Club and Belluno.  We have the world's finest tradition of naturally-pro-
tected rock climbing, and some of the world's best sea cliffs.  They have the architectural
glories of the Veneto, some wonderful wines, delicious local cuisine, and most of the best
climbs in the Dolomites.

I think we should follow up the invitation.   
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Traffic jams on summit ridge
during mass ascent

Sarah
from Friuli
on Ball's
Ledge






































