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AC Climbing Fund is supported by

First off, a belated congratulations to our man, Chamonix resident  Andy Parkin, on his lone
trip to Nepal and Solo Ascent of the North East Face of Phari Lapcha 5977m/6017 West Summit. 

Whilst the majority of us were probably getting on with the over indulgency of Christmas and New Year,
Andy was doing what he does best - keeping it real and soloing steep and technical mixed terrain on a
new route in the Khumbu Region of Nepal, with the help of the AC Climbing Fund of course.

The AC Winter Climbing meets were a great success and very well attended.  Francoise Call organized
the La Grave meet in January and did a new route with Duncan Tunstall and several members followed
on by going to Rjukan, including Derek Buckle, Bill Thurston and Mike Durgan to name a few.  Good 
conditions at both venues meant that lots of routes were climbed.

Also, with Scotland having its best winter season for several years, I expect the AC members took
advantage of the good conditions.  Duncan Tunstall climbed lots of new routes and you can never write
off that man Fowler to be up to something worth a mention!

I am delighted to announce that Tamotsu Nakamura has accepted our invite to be an Honorary
Member of the Club.  Tamotsu - Tom to his friends in the AC - is world renowned for his exploration of the
remote areas between Lhasa and Chengdu, to which he has led 30 expeditions, bringing back the most
stunning photographs which have inspired a generation of exploratory climbers and other explorers.  In addition, he has been 
incredibly generous with his time in helping both the Club and our members who climb in these areas such as Mick Fowler, Chris
Watts, Martin Scott and many others.  His many awards include Honorary Membership of the Himalayan Club and the American
Alpine Club, the UIAA award for Contribution to International Mountaineering and the Royal Geographical Society's Busk Medal.

From the President and on behalf of all our Members, welcome to the Club.  Your contribution to the Mountaineering World has
been immense.  Long may it continue.

Back to Charlotte Rd….
At our last Committee Meeting, 10th June 2008, a full agenda main item being rules update on proposed changes.  Our Hon

solicitor, Martin Wragg, delivered a long and detailed review.  Hopefully, we should have a final draft copy for our AGM in Dec 08.  I
did say hopefully!

Bill Thurston is still working hard dealing with Health & Safety issues and procedures in the Building.  It's a thankless task, but
believe me, it's absolutely vital that we get it right and that we conform to the requirements laid down by the HSE.  One of the main
issues is the Bunkhouse situation.  It is moving in the right direction, but not quite sorted out as yet.  Bill has also managed to let the
upper floors on a good financial lease agreement.  Considering the economic climate at the moment, he has done a fantastic job.

Bill, many thanks for all your tireless work.  It's very much appreciated.
The Library - Barbara Grigor-Taylor with help from Ian Smith, has been working hard for the past 2/3 months improving the facilities

and assessing the employment requirements for the future.  It's all looking very good.
I have had lots of comments re: the recent February dinner date, the outcome of which concerns members in that Feb is the time

when Ice Climbing in Scotland and Europe is at its best.  To add to the conflict, the proposed date of Feb 09 would clash with the
Centenary Dinner of the ABMSAC, which would dilute the uptake from both the AC and the ABMSAC, so the outcome is as follows:

Annual Dinner + AGM Date changes back to a November weekend in 2009,   27th/28th Nov, at Shap Wells Hotel.  
The Shap Wells Hotel has no dates available for Nov/Dec 08 and since we had a dinner in Feb 08, it is possible that we are

'dinnered out' so to speak.  By having the 2009 AGM in Cumbria, it will appease those who feel the AC is geared towards London.
Hopefully, they will not feel too disregarded as the 2009 AGM would be held in the North rather than a mere EGM.  It should 
generate a good turn out, being combined with the dinner weekend and will also put the event back on its traditional track, 
Pre-Christmas.

The 2008 AGM will be in London in December.
On the subject of Special Events, an 'Everest Evening', will be held in Chamonix in July, hosted by Chamonix Town Hall, 17th July

at the Majestic Hotel.  Our members, George Band and Doug Scott will be speaking at the conference, partly as a homage to Sir
Edmund Hillary.  French speakers include Maurice Herzog, Jean Afanasieff and Christine Jannin (first French woman on Everest).
This will also be an opportunity to promote the Club's initiative, "Spirit of Mountaineering", which aims to commend mountain rescues
where the rescuers abandon their objective in order to help others. Following this will be a Summer Party on the 18th, hosted by
Francoise Call at her home in Chamonix.  All AC members and friends are invited.  Contact Francoise or AC website for details.
Should be a good couple of days to look forward to.Well, I'm 6 months into the Job so to speak and believe me, there's a lot going
on.  I'm beginning to realise how extremely lucky the Club is to have such a dedicated team of active working volunteers.

Many thanks to you all for your continued advice and support.

Hopefully see you at the Party in Chamonix or at the South West Annual Dinner, Sat 11th Oct 08.  

Have a good summer. Paul Braithwaite
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Northern Venue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage                 

Lectures start at 7.30pm

London Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings

Lectures start at 7.30pm 

LONDON MEETINGS - SW MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES

SW Venue:
Upper room of the Nova Scotia,

Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJ

Lectures start at 7.30pm

The Northern Lecture season will
start again in October 200810-Jun-08 John Cleare

‘Perspective From High Places.’
Member and well-known mountain 

photographer, John Cleare, will be

describing some of the incidents which

have taken place in forty years of 

climbing photography. 

This will be similar to his presentation

given in Sheffield as the 2007 Paul Nunn

Memorial Lecture

24-Jun-08 Jim Milledge
‘Forty something years of altitude 

medical research.’
Jim Milledge will give us his talk on "his

life and hard times" combining research

into altitude acclimatization, acute 

mountain sickness and "club climbing" in

the Himalayas mostly, but also in China,

Africa, Bolivia, Switzerland and the UK.

Since his first expedition, the "Silver Hut"

in 1960-61 led by sir Edmund Hillary

with Griff Pugh as the scientific leader,

Jim has been on some 14 expeditions

which have a research component.

08-Jul-08 Mike Soldner
‘2007 Chilean Nanga Parbat trip.’

AC Member, Mike Soldner is an 

up-and-coming young Alpinist from

Germany, currently based in Bristol.

Together with Carlos Bascou (AC) he

was part of the successful Chilean 

expedition to Nanga Parbat in 2007.

The successful first Chilean ascent was

big news (in Chile) last year and the

documentary, to be broadcast nationally,

will be available for us to see.  For more

background see the following links:

Expedition Website: 

http://www.nangaparbat.cl/Expedition
Blog: http://nangabase.blogspot.com/

14-Oct-08 James Edwards
Title to be announced

11-Nov-08 Ian Smith
‘Edward Whymper: the making of a

Mountaineer.’
Ian will be talking about the life of

Edward Whymper as a prelude to the

launch of his book on the same topic.

Tue 25 Nov 08 -  Dave Wynne-Jones
"Climbing in the Alps of Tibet"

- An account of exploratory climbing &

trekking in the Yangmolong massif,

north-east of Batang in Western

Sichuan, sharing something of the lives

of local people.

Tue 20 Jan 09  -  Simon Clark :
"Pumasillo 1957"

- Pumasillo (20,490ft and located in the

Cordillera Vilcabamba of Central Peru)

was  thought to be the highest

unclimbed peak in the Americas.

Simon's first ascent on 23 July 1957 was

a significant achievement in the Club's

Centenary Year, recording a hard and

photogenic ascent in magnificent 

surroundings. George Band selected the

photo of Simon on the top of Pumasillo

for the front cover of his 'SUMMIT- 

150 years of the Alpine Club' book.

Tue 10 Feb 09 - Pat Littlejohn OBE
'Ethiopian Adventure Rock'

Introduction to a New adventure 

climbing destination - the Tigray

province of northern Ethiopia. Great

scenery, a unique culture and very 

challenging climbing on desert 

sandstone towers and big walls of

quarzite and basalt.

Tue 10 Mar 09  -  Dr David Hillebrandt :
‘A neurotics Guide to High Altitude,

Alpine and Expedition Medical
Problems’

After a short powerpoint introduction

David (BMC Hon Medical Advisor, UIAA

Medcom  Vice president and holder of

the UK Diploma of Mountain Medicine)

will run a question and answer on all

and any aspect of mountain medicine.

Come and share your personal  medical

problems. A neurotic climbers dream

session.

The
Newsletter

needs 

YOU!
If you have done
anything exciting

(in the mountains!)
that you think other
members would be

interested in - 

�let me know�
The newsletter is the

Club�s premier commu-
nication channel and
is about the members
and reflects the entire

spectrum of their 
activities.

If it�s worth doing - let
us all know!

Contact the Editor:
newsletter@

alpine-club.org.uk

Proposed dates for the
Autumn series of Northern

Lectures:
21st Oct 2008

18th Nov 2008
16th Dec 2008

Check the AC website for
further details.

The AC’s man
in the SW

showing us
how he 

remembers his
name!

Craig Cook
helps organise

local AC 
lectures and
the regional

dinner as well
as being a 

contributor to
this organ.
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LETTERS

Vacancies:
There are still vacancies for meets co-ordinators - check the meet list. 
All bona fide meets that are open to Alpine Club members attract support for the
co-ordinator to help meet the co-ordinators effort and out of pocket expenses. In 2007
these are :UK meet, £75 -European meet, £150 - International meet, £400.
More meets needed
There is also space for more meets in the diary, if you have some ideas about where
you think the Alpine Club would like to go in 2007 (or future years) please contact
Dave Wynne-Jones.  Other events, such as training or educational days or weekends,
can also attract support for the co-ordinator. 
Exploration
For mountaineering exploration, the co-ordinator can also apply to the Alpine Club
Climbing Fund for an expedition grant, to help meet communal costs such as peak
fees for example. More on the Climbing Fund in the Newsletter.
Meet Secretary: David Wynne-Jones

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Allison at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but there are quite a few missing.  And

remember that you can also register for Alpinet at the Club website and can then look
up the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to

circulation lists etc.

Useful links: The AC website has a Links page devoted to
members' own websites.  Any member who would like details added

should e-mail links@alpine-club.org.uk. Sites can include such things
as mountain training, lecturers' details, writing, painting, etc. - in fact 

anything to do with mountaineering on an ongoing basis.  

‘Resisting the Appeasers’ - a reply.
Dear Editor,

The Alpine Yearbook 2007 is brilliant and I read it with great joy. I especially found Doug Scotts article "Resisting the Appeasers"

interesting and thought provoking. That was until I came to the last part where Mr. Scott states, "In Norway, the home of deep 

ecology, it is somewhat disappointing to find that many classic climbs have been retro-bolted. Apparently this came about after the

climbing federation bureaucrats accepted government funding to the understanding that they would increase the number of climbers". 

I am happy to inform Mr. Scott that there is no reason for being disappointed. You have been misinformed. Retro-bolting of naturally

protected routes in Norway is virtually non-existing. The local climbing ethics is quite clear on his point. Bolts are OK on sport routes,

but routes that go naturally should not be bolted, and the community with very few exceptions adheres to this policy. Furthermore,

bolting an existing natural route would be seen upon as in clear breach with Norwegian traditions. 

The background for the misunderstanding in Mr. Scott's article might be a re-bolting project in Oslo a couple of years ago. Let me

underline that retro-bolting is to place bolts on already existing, naturally protected routes. Re-bolting is to replace already existing

bolts. The project was partly government funded and the goal was to replace old, potentially unsafe bolts on the existing sport routes

of the area. All the routes in question had been rap-bolted by their first accentionists, and most of them have been put up in the

eighties and nineties.  In most cases existing bolts where removed and new one placed in the same spot. In some cases bolts put in

stupid places was moved up or down, and on some very few occasions one or two bolts where added. The latter sparked some

debate, but was largely accepted because the run out's in question generally where statements of the first accentionists slim wallets

rather than their strong heads. In USA similar work is done by the American Safe Climbing Association whose good deeds include

the replacement of unsafe bolts and anchors on El Captain.

My reason for writing this letter is to inform you that Norway has a lot to offer if you enjoy naturally protected climbing. The west

coast from Stavanger in the south to Tromsø in the north is rich with long routes on natural gear. On the crag scene the newest 

addition is Harbak outside Trondheim. On these newly discovered cliffs, bolts are totally banned because the rock lends itself easily

to natural protection. The same climbers who have developed Hardbak are also active on Hell, a crag near Trondheim that would be

impossible to protect without the use of bolts. And this also sums up the ground rule on bolting in Norway: Bolts should only be used

when it's not possible to use natural protection.

Yours Sincerely   Jo Gjedrem

AC Membership Card
Sir,

As part of the Club's efforts to attract new and younger members perhaps the time has also come to "modernise" (shock/horror!) the appearance of

the Club Membership Card?

This venerable green item has had a decidedly dated look for some considerable time and in my view does not showcase the Club in a very positive

way. By comparison with those of other national clubs and many other outdoor organisations it does not even look very "official", let alone professional in

appearance. My own has had many a doubting glance cast its way by sundry  hut guardians over

the years.

Since the Club has in recent years revamped its logo might some thought, and action, be given

to commissioning a redesign to produce a more convincing card with a suitably 21st Century look

about it? I would also suggest a much more convincing display of our reciprocal rights information

with all of the relevant logos which are needed to satisfy the most demanding hut guardian of any

nationality.

I feel sure that in the Club's ranks there will be graphic designers who could rise to the occasion. 

Jim Gregson

2008 Scottish Meet
Report   

The 2008 Scottish meet was combined
with the Eagle Ski Club which ensured
full occupancy of the Potteries and an
enjoyable social occasion. Despite the
general thaw which had occurred over
the previous week everyone found some
winter climbing on Ben Nevis, Aonach
Mor, Aonach Beag, Creag Meagaidh, the
rather lean Northern Corries of
Cairngorm and Braeriach. In particular,
Saturday was a day of low winds and
sunshine which made topping out an
unusually enjoyable experience for mid
February and the Monadhliath Hotel

provided the usual good food and
hospitality for late returning climbers.

Hence the consensus was in favour of a
similar meet in 2009 on the weekend of
14/15 February at the same location and

16 places are reserved with Linda.
Finally, it is intended that next year

there will be a laptop and projector at
the meet so that members who have

digital images of what they got up to in
the intervening twelve months can 
provide an informal pre or post pub

viewing. See you in 2009!
Andy Gallagher
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help!
Volunteers

Needed

The AC needs volunteers to assist with

the running of 55 Charlotte Road.

Volunteers need to live within reach of the

office and be willing to get their hands

dirty with odd jobs such as decoration,

moves of furniture and minor repairs,

oversee small refurbishment 

projects as well as deal with the

occasional emergency and ensure that

everything is functionning properly. 

We would also welcome anyone

who has electrical, plumbing and 

carpentry skills who is prepared to

help with the occasional small job. 

Charlotte Road is an old building is

quite expensive to run and maintain.

This is a way to help the club in a

very direct way to keep running

costs down.

Please contact Allison in the club

office.

This is important so
please respond if you

can.

Since his first life-changing Himalayan journey
over  60 years ago Trevor Brahamh as been a
prominent figure in the world of Himalayan and

Alpine mountaineering.
He wrote HimalayanO dyssey in the

I970s and is a former editor of the Himalayan 
journal and Chronique Himalayenne. 

His seminal work 
' When The A lps Cast Their Spell’

won the 2004 Boardman-Tasker award.

Himalayan Playground 
is an affectionate memoir of his 

involvement in the Himalaya spanning
three decades from 1942 when he spent

all his available free time on the roof of the
world exploring the more remote reaches
of the world's highest mountain ranges.

Illustrated with colour and black and white
plates this book will be available from June
2008, and can be pre-ordered bye-mailing

preorders@nwp.co.uk
with your details prior to publication.

On publication the book can be ordered
directly from the publisher's

website: www.nwp.co.uk
For further information on this book and other titles from Neil Wilson

Publishing please log onto this website and click the 'Forthcoming Titles'
section on the main menu.

Himalayan Playground by Trevor Braham is published in June 2008, priced £ 14.99.
For all orders made through the NWP website, delivery is guaranteed using Royal

Mail/Business Post in the UK and Royal Mail/Fedex outwith the UK.
We will send a delivery tracking identification number to you in the confirm

e-mail we send on confirmation of payment of your order.

Neil Wilson Publishing Ltd, 0/2 19 Netherton Ave,
GLASGOW,GI3 IBQ,UK.Tel/fax:+44 141 9548007.

Price £14.99

FROZEN IN TIME
Pioneering Mountain Photographs at the Estorick Collection

Pioneering mountaineer and photographer Vittorio Sella (1859-1943) recorded his journeys to the mountains of four continents in a

series of spectacular images described by both climbers and photographers as the greatest mountain photographs ever made.

Frozen in Time: The Mountain Photography of Vittorio Sella is a selection of these stunning works spanning three decades that will

be exhibited at the Estorick Collection of Modern Italian Art, 39a Canonbury Square, London N1, from Wednesday 25 June to

Sunday 14 September 2008.Location:Estorick Collection of Modern Italian Art39a Canonbury Square, London N1 2AN

Tel. +44 (0)20 7704 9522, Fax. +44 (0)20 7704 9531

www.estorickcollection.com

Frozen in Time: The Mountain Photography of Vittorio Sella comprises some fifty of Sella's extraordinary vintage photographs and multi-plate

panoramas borrowed from the Fondazione Sella which owns the Sella Museum, established in 1948 at the laboratory in his home town of Biella.  As

Ansel Adams wrote: "Knowing the physical pressures of time and energy attendant on ambitious mountain expeditions, we are amazed by the mood of

calmness and perfection pervading all of Sella's photographs.  The exquisitely right moment

of exposure, the awareness of the orientation of camera and sun best to reveal the intricacies

of the forms of ice and stone, the unmannered viewpoint - these qualities reveal the reverent

and intelligent artist.  In Sella's photographs

there is no faked grandeur; rather there is

understatement, caution, and truthful 

purpose… Sella has brought to us not only

the facts and forms of far-off splendours of

the world, but the essence of experience

which finds a spiritual response in the inner

recesses of our mind and heart."   All those

who love mountains and are interested in

photography will be awed by the grandeur

and beauty of Sella's timeless images.
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MEETS

Chamonix ‘Everest’ Conference
Thursday, 17th July - Everest evening, 21.00 sharp, Majestic, Chamonix.  Free entrance. 

Georges Band and Doug Scott will be speaking in Chamonix at a conference on Everest, partly as a homage to
Ed Hillary.  This will also be an opportunity to promote the Club's initiative "Spirit of Mountaineering" which

aims to commend mountain rescues where the rescuers abandon their objective in order to help others.

* CHAMONIX PARTY *
Friday, 18th July - Summer party, Chamonix bringing together AC members and others from a variety of horizons.

If you are planning to be in Chamonix at these dates, come and support George and Doug at the conference
and let us know of your presence so we can send you joining instructions to the party !

SW Lecture Season Starter
Tue 25 November 2008 - Dave Wynne-Jones : "Climbing in the Alps of Tibet"
An account of exploratory climbing & trekking in the Yangmolong massif, North-East of Batang in Western Sichuan,

sharing something of the lives of local people.

Lectures are held at the Upper Room of the Nova Scotia, Cumberland Basin, Hotwells, Bristol BS1 6XJ.
Lectures start at 7.30pm and we aim to finish by 9pm to allow questions and then discussions to be held at the

bar after.
Regional Organisers: Colin Knowles, Tony Westcott and Craig Cook.

MEETS
20 June 2008, Italy. For further information please contact John Temple  019467 23123

26 July - 9 August Innertkirchen - Switzerland Joint AC, ABMSAC, CC, FRCC Alpine meet - Grund Campsite, Innertkirchen.

www.camping-grund.ch  Mike Pinney  01935 428131

12 - 19 July Neustift, Stubaital - Austria 
Hotel based joint meet joint with ABMSAC.  3 star hotel half board approx €uro 40 ppn.  Contact the organiser for a factsheet.

Alasdair Andrews  0131 667 1529   

19 - 26 July Mandarfen, Pitztal - Austria
As above. Alasdair Andrews  0131 667 1529   

22/23 August  UK  Sunny South 
Climbing on the sunny south facing cliffs of Swanage. Coast walk and plenty of mountain biking too. 

Toto Gronlund  07884 261247

September: Julian Alps Joint meet with ABMSAC: Hut to hut trek in the Julian Alps. 
This meet is fully subscribed. Alasdair Andrews  0131 667 1529    

30 August - 13 Sept Dolomites AC/CC/ABMSAC/FRCC joint meet in the Dolomites. Camping Colfosco, Corvara - just

east of the Gardena Pass with good access to climbing and via ferrata in the Sella and Puez groups.  Jeff Harris  020 8508 2888 

4 - 11 September  Cornwall  Joint AC/CC climbing meet at the Count House, Bosigran.
Ron & Ruth Chambers 01768 88488  07890 782636 

17 - 19 October  UK Alpine Reunion
AC Alpine Meet reunion and meet co-ordinators get together. All AC and joint meet people welcome. 

Mike Pinney 01935 428131

FURTHER AFIELD

July-August 2008 - The UIAA Global Youth Summit Initiative organises a number of climbs including Mount Elbrus, Mount

Olympus and Mount Kazbeck for climbers aged between 18 and 30.  For more information go on www.theuiaa.org or email

Alexander Zaidler at azaidler@yahoo.com

August 2008 - An interesting offer was made to celebrate the 140th anniversary of the first climb of Elbrus by an English 

gentleman and his French guide.  Anyone who would be interested to participate please contact Dave Wynne Jones, Henry Day or
Francoise Call.



Thin White Line is the sequel to Learning to Breathe, Andy Cave’s bestselling’ debut
book which was joint winner of the Boardman Tasker Prize 2005 and winner of the

Adventure Travel Award at the Banff International Festival. In 1997, Andy Cave
returned from the Himalayas, having climbed the stupendous
,north face of Changabang but losing his friend and climbing 
partner in the process.Traumatized by the savage ordeal, he
must examine his relationship with the mountains that have
defined his life so far. Will he have the courage to undertake such a 

challenge again? Does he want to? Thin White Line charts his struggle
towards finding an answer. It is as much a journey into the mind of an

extreme  mountaineer as it is into the wild landscapes  through which he
travels.

In a nail biting narrative set in Patagonia, Norway and Alaska,
Andy tackles the severest challenges modern Alpinism can

pose.Juxtaposed with the stark beauty of the environment are the
colourful characters populating his stories, from the adventurers
around him, past and present, to the pioneer aviators who get
him and his kind to those impossibly remote

places. He vividly recreates the joy and despair of
climbing, building the book to a desperate finale
that lays bare the fragility of our carefully con-

structed  convictions.

The Thin White Line
by Andy Cave

Published by Hutchinson

Price:£18.99
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MEMBERS COMMENTS

New Book

The AC and the BMC: a reply to Alison Stockwell.

The BMC has transmuted from an association of clubs, from which it was created to become the self
appointed guardian of mountaineering in England and Wales.
In doing so it has attempted a populist stance which distances itself from the established interests, whilst at the same
time ensuring that there is no effective stakeholder control from the 60,000 members of whom less than 0.1% attended
the AGM. We are paying this year £9.75 of our subscription to each club to which we belong to the BMC and are able
to reclaim such from the BMC for multiple payments only if we write a letter to recover such. This is typical of state
sponsored bureaucracy.

Alison Stockwell made an appeal the status quo for the Alpine Club to remain a block club member of the BMC in the
last circular. I would prefer that the Club leave the BMC and let the members join the BMC as individuals in their own
right if they wish to.

The Alpine Club is currently paying approximately £10,000 a year to the BMC and this is due to increase next year to
about £12,000. The only direct benefit the Club receives is some insurance cover which could be replaced for less than
a quarter of the present capitation fee.

If the AC still wished to be affiliated to the BMC it could join in some associate manner as do some of the 
mountaineering trade businesses and others. The AC subscription is already high and rising, and one pertinent reason
is the rising cost of the BMC membership. The AC is a member of the UIAA in its' own right and this body is more
appropriate to its international climbing credentials than is the BMC.
Richard Coatsworth

Why is the Alpine Club?

It seems that issues of the club's location and access to its facilities are again becoming the subject of
debate.  This needs to be approached with caution.

I recall that, shortly after I took over as Hon Secretary in 1983, it was said that the contents of the Library (and

probably the other assets owned by the Club) had, as a result of an oversight, not been insured for the previous two

years. So, in the event of a conflagration, the Club had been at risk of losing most, if not all, its material possessions.

During the rather heated debates about the future of the Club's premises and their location that took place a few

years later, I reflected that such a conflagration might have been no bad thing.

The Club came about as an association of like minded individuals interested in [climbing] mountains. They were not

primarily interested in acquiring possessions as such, and would probably have been surprised at the extent of the

Club's current holdings. Yet these have become a major consideration in any debate about the Club's future direction,

its subscriptions and its location.

Is this really what the Club is about now?  Should it be? Was this why you (reader) joined ?  

Steve Town
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NEW CLUB OFFICERS

Francoise Call

Career: Lawyer, MBA. Career in 
management consulting. Then went
entrepreneur. Won and lost lots of

money. Now am playing in property.
Had also lots of fun in a number of

non-exec positions in the NHS. Less of
a risk taker in my climbing!

Mount aineering:
average all rounder. Particularly keen
on winter climbing. Started the AC ice
climbing meet and ran it for the last 4

years. No heroic feats, I am afraid.
Live half the time in Chamonix.

Some people in the AC I climb with:
Knut Tonsberg, John Evans, Gus
Morton, Steve Kempley, Jeremy

Colenso

Why I like the AC:
Breadth of

experience and interest of its members.
Not just hard grade climibng, but also

history, art, exploration, etc...

What I would like to see develop in
the AC: 

International presence.

New Club 
Hon Secretary

Francoise on
the Direct st art

to the Super
Couloir on Mt

Blanc du T acul.

Dave Wynne-Jones

Dave used to teach before he learnt 
his lesson! 

He has spent over 30 years exploring the
hills and crags of Britain and climbed all
the Alpine 4000m peaks. By the 1990's
annual Alpine seasons had given way to

explorative climbing further afield, 
including Jordan, Morocco, Russia and

Ecuador, though ski-mountaineering took
him back to the Alps in winter. Expeditions
have included destinations like Pakistan,

Peru, Alaska, the Yukon, Kyrgyzstan,
Nepal, India and China with a respectable

tally of first ascents. 

‘I'd like to see a rich and varied 
programme of meets and expeditions
organised and led by AC members as

one of the main benefits of 
membership since so many members

cannot avail themselves of the 
facilities in London and opportunities
for networking are necessarily more
limited amongst members dispersed
all over the country. The alps have

traditionally been the focus of meets
but increasingly members have turned
to the greater ranges where there are

still the challenges of unclimbed
peaks and a remoteness that avoids

the madding crowds on many popular
alpine routes. We have seen the

development of alpine rock meets and
a recent ski-mountaineering 

expedition as well as the successes in
the Pamirs and India. There are a lot
of talented mountaineers out there

and I look forward to supporting their
ideas for future meets whether they

be in the Peak district or China.’

New Club Meets 
Secretary

Steve Hunt

I have just t aken over the role of Membership
Secretary, from Bill Thurston who has done a

fantastic job for the p ast few years. 
I myself am an active climber, who is celebrating
his 25th consecutive season in the Alps this year,

and has climbed in China, Tajikistan, New
Zealand and Peru during the last 5 years.

As you all know, joining the Alpine Club, is not
just a case of applying and paying, you also

need experience, a proposer and a seconder, so
each application needs to be checked. My job is

to first check that people have sufficient 
experience, and help them sometimes find

members to support their applications. Once the
form is complete and seems in order, I will then
pass it on to other members of the Membership
Committee, who are more knowledgeable about
routes and mountains than I am. Once we have
approved it we send it to the main Committee for
approval, and then its entered in the newsletter in
case the applicant has a reputation nobody else
was aware of. All of this takes time, but we try to
get applicants turned round in about a month.

And so for a plea for help. As the committee are
all active climbers, it would be great to have help

in checking application forms, which is not a 
difficult job but would help spread the load. This

would involve receiving application forms by
e.mail, reading them and then making a 

comment on the routes they have claimed.
Secondly I would like to have a major poster

campaign later this year advertising the Alpine
Club, and any help in poster designing would be
appreciated. Thirdly, there are times when I need

to help an applicant get a proposer, or a 
seconder. One way of doing this is to ask them
to meet up with a member who lives close to

them, I hope that members will participate, and
help younger climbers into the club.

Many thanks to Martin Wragg, Glyn Hughes and
Bill Thurston for their help, and if you are able to

help, please let me know. 
huntyclimbs@hotmail.com

New Club
Membership 

Secretary


























