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AC Climbing Fund is supported by

My 1st Alpine Season was 1968 based in Chamonix.
Climbing the hard routes of the era, living on a shoe string budget, a 7FF, steak

and chips was a luxury.  In other words I was living the dream! One year later I
joined the British Alpine Elite in the ACG. I could not imagine that 40 years later
2008 I would be the President of the Alpine Club.

I've always been proud to be a member of the AC and I consider it a great hon-
our to be elected as the President of the Club which has been the back bone of
British mountaineering for the past 150 years.

I've been out of the active climbing scene recently.  My son introduced me to
down hill mountain biking, (keep feeding the adrenalin rat). It's taken me around
the world into some pretty amazing places, instead of bags full of climbing gear its
now bags full of bike kit. Same old story at the airport check in!

I'd like to congratulate Stephen and his team for their efforts over the past 3 years
especially the remarkable events of the last year and the club's 150th anniversary,
ending with a first class dinner and evening at the Lincoln Inn London, the event
was a great success one I intend to repeat in November 2009.

And so to my term as president.  It certainly started with a jolt into what is
involved when sadly Sir Ed died on the 11th January 2008, a few days later I was
composing a letter of condolence to Lady Hillary, hopefully to arrive at the family
home before the State funeral in Auckland, New Zealand.
To quote Doug Scott "Like everyone of my generation of mountaineers Ed was
the first climber we had ever heard of and was always there as a spokesman for
mountaineering and a great example to all of us as a man and mountaineer. It is
hard to come to terms with the fact that he is no longer with us."  

Early in February we had our "yet another" Annual Dinner at Shap Wells Hotel,
Cumbria.  Many thanks to William Newsom his meticulous organisational skills
contributed to the evening being a huge success.  He steered me through the 
formalities with amazing patience and calm!

Thanks also to Doug's for his tribute to Sir Ed and Nick Colton our BMC guest for his excellent pre diner slide show, "Alps 70's
Style", pretty much a full house in attendance, well done Nick and Bob Pettigrew for Grace.

And finally to Kenton Cool, (a name every young dude in the country would die for), our Guest Speaker who gave a first class talk
on his encounters with respected AC members on their not quite so AC moments.  Brilliant!

I'm pleased to announce that Kenton is now a member of the Club.  Thanks to Glyn hounding him for his subs, he was impressed
by the club's apparent efficiency in collecting money. 
Although the weather was appalling over the weekend people still ventured out on the hills.
And now to the future…The day to day correspondence thanks to the dreaded email means I am now beginning to realise that the

President's job is pretty much a full on position and not just turning up at committee meetings each month.  It seems you are the AC
President 7 days a week.  Thankfully at the club I have a good team of people around to advise and support me.

I would at this point like to introduce our new Honorary Secretary Francois Call, the first female to take on the job and certainly the
first French person.

Francoise (a keen skier and climber) divides her time between London and Chamonix, a very pro active person and to quote our
VP Martin Scott "She will keep us on our toes".

Whenever I touch on the subject of membership I am constantly asked what can I get out of it for £50 - £60?  Recently I have
started to turn that question round and ask what do you think you can contribute to help the club continue to be the most respected
mountaineering club in the World?   

Apart from the scores of benefits available to all, the active members should check out the details on the Climbing Fund and the
Spirit of the Mountains initiative.  As one of my projects I want to be more active in trying to increase our membership, particularly the
hard core group of British mountaineers doing great things.
As for other projects.  I certainly have a short list which I intend to ease into slowly, when I get my feet, as it were, under the table

and get a greater understanding of what's going on without undermining my predecessor's excellent work.
That's about it for now, time to get my head down and get on with the job, never has that infamous quote been more appropriate.

"So much to do, so little time".    Paul Braithwaite

Tut on the final pitch of 
Eagle Ridge V - Lochnagar.

Photo: Ian Carr
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Northern Venue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage                 
Lectures start at 7.30pm

London Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
Lectures start at 7.30pm 

LONDON MEETINGS - SW MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES

SW Venue:
Upper room of the Nova Scotia,

Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJ
Lectures start at 7.30pm

The SW and Northern Lecture seasons will start again in October 2008Tuesday 11th March Lecture
Meeting . 7.30pm. Carl Riley:
"Huayhuash Peru 2007" 
Carl Reilly will be talking on his
Summer AC Climbing Fund spon-
sored expedition to the Huayhuash
in Peru with three friends where they
focused their attention on the 
eastern side of the 'southern spur' of
the Huayhuash (Jaurau, Canicero
and Huaraca). Three new routes
were completed; the East ridge of
Quisillo, the North Ridge of Huaraca,
and the North-east Face of Huaraca,
with other objectives being aban-
doned on account of poor condi-
tions.

Wednesday 9th April 2008.
Special Lecture 7pm at the RGS.
Mick Fowler:      "Firsts Ascents
of the Matterhorns of Tibet" 

Tuesday 13th May 2008 Lecture
Meeting 7.30pm. Olly Metherell:
"The Super 7 Challenge" 
In 2006, Oliver, along with Ian
Parnell, climbed a new Grade VIII
on the Sioux Wall of Ben Nevis.
Earlier that year, he was part of a
Scottish team that climbed a new
direttissima up New Zealand's
"Matterhorn". These two routes are
part of a mission to pioneer a new
route on every one of the seven
continents. This lecture covers the
whole adventure; from his bizarre
action-packed temporary jobs such
as road testing 200mph super-bikes
to raiding bins with dirt-bagging
climbing vagabonds in Chamonix.
Combine this with his award winning
photography and you have an
evening of inspirational entertain-
ment.

Tuesday 10th June 2008 Lecture
Meeting 7.30pm. John Cleare: "
Perspective From High Places"

Tuesday 24th June 2008 Informal
Meeting 7.30pm. Jim Milledge:
"Forty something years of altitude
medical research"
Jim Milledge will give us his talk on

"his life and hard times" combining
research into altitude 
acclimatization, acute mountain 
sickness and "club climbing" in the
Himalayas mostly, but also in China,
Africa, Bolivia, Switzerland and the
UK. Since his first expedition, the
"Silver Hut" in 1960-61 led by sir
Edmund Hillary with Griff Pugh as
the scientific leader, Jim has been
on some 14 expeditions which have
a research component. 

The Alpine Club Presents:

FIRST  ASCENTS  OF  THE  MATTERHORNS
OF  EASTERN

TIBET
An illustrated lecture in aid of
the Mount Everest Foundation

by
MICK FOWLER

with introduction by
SIR CHRIS BONINGTON CBE
at The Ondaatje Theatre,

Royal Geographical Society,
1 Kensington Gore, London

SW7 2AR
Wednesday 9th April 2008, 

7 pm.    (Doors and bar open
at 6 pm)

Tickets from: Anna Lawford,
The Alpine Club, 55 Charlotte Road,

London EC2A 3QF
Please send SAE & cheque payable to
'The Alpine Club'  for £15 (£10 for AC

members & students)
Enquiries only: by email to anna.law-
ford@virgin.net; or tel: 07773 010 236

Manamcho from 5935m

The Himalayan Trust UK
Presents a Charity Evening

A TRIBUTE TO SIR EDMUND HILLARY KG ONZ KBE
At the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG), 1 Kensington Gore,

London SW7 2AR
7pm Thursday 3rd April 2008

(Exhibition Road entrance, doors open 6pm, bar and snacks available)
PETER HILLARY

on
"Growing up with Ed"

+
Michael Dillon's prize winning film

"Beyond Everest"

Chaired by: George Band Thanks by: Rebecca Stephens
Apply for tickets £15 with s.a.e. & cheque to 'Himalayan Trust UK'

c/o Tony Astill, Arcadia, Hazel Grove, Ashurst, Southampton SO40 7AJ
tel. 02380293767 or astill.tony@gmail.com or at the door on the night.
Donations in memory of Sir Edmund may be sent to Hon. Treasurer, 

54 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, SO53 2GN.

Note: To apply by ballot for tickets to the Memorial Service at 
St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, 11am Wed 2nd April, contact

www.nzembassy.com/uk
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MEETS
`

AC Meets 2008
Spring 2008:
Peaks Spring Meet. Peak District Meet  Fri16/Sat17/Sun18 May at Stoney Middleton. Plenty of
Sun and Grit, plus pub meal on Saturday Night.contact Steve Hunt 01924 463036 or huntyclimbs@hotmail.com
UK Sunny South: Jun 6/7 or 13/14 Climbing on the sunny south facing cliffs of Swanage. Coast walk and
plenty of mountain biking too.Toto Gronlund 07884 261247, toto.high@ntlworld.com Unlimited, Auberge and
camping
Summer 2008:
BELLUNO EXCHANGE Exchange visit with climbers from Belluno, Veneto, Dolomites. We have been invited to visit,

timing to be agreed but Aug/Sep is likely, and a provisional programme has been proposed.Sergeo Reolon, President of
Belluno province, is very keen to establish links. As is Matteo Fiori, former President of the National Mountain and
Speleological Rescue Corps and National Instructor of Alpine Ski for the Italian Alpine Club. 

20 June - 21 July, (but flexible)  Alpine Meet  Gran Paradiso
At this time we are well clear of the crowds, the flowers are at their best, the boulder fields at least partially snow 
covered. The south-east aspect faces and ridges are open but anyone wanting snow-ice climbes should be able to find
them in condition. Base at Rifigio Pontese in the Vallone di Piantinetto, within an hour of the roadhead. It is surrounded
by peaks that would attract attention in the Chamonix Valley with a range of routes from scrambles to outer limit lines on
superb granite with accessible classics in between.  (see Rock Paradise, M Oviglia). There are sport routes and trad
rock climbs within 30 min of the hut. There are bivouac huts in adjacent valleys along the line of the Alta Via Canavese
with links westwards to the Gran Paradiso itself. The Rifugio is warm, welcoming, and provides gourmet food.  There is
a cable box for baggage. There are a few two person rooms, but most beds are in the dormitory.Programme is flexible
as ever, as are the dates for participation There is plenty to be done in the area as well as in the Vallone di Piantonetto
itself. The 'Tour of the Gran Paradiso' is a much more demanding (and rewarding) trip than the Mt Blanc equivalent.
There are several hostel type main valley bases and a couple of CAI huts for those looking at the bigger picture. The
Orco valley rock climbs are bolted - and need to be.John Temple. Open also to Fell and Rock; CC and ABMSAC
Tel: 019467 23123Mob: 07946 781108  Access: Ryan Air to Turin and public transport is cheap and practicable to
Rossone in the Orco valley. It is a (very) long walk , but a taxi can be arranged.Road access via the val D'Aosta looks
(and is) indirect but in practice not horrendously so. Costs: in 2007 full board at the Rifugio was Euro 45 per day. The
national park restrictions on fixed camping apply.
26 July - August 9th   Innertkirchen, Eastern Oberland Annual ‘alpantics’ Joint AC, ABMSAC, CC,
FRCC Alpine meet  Campsite:- tbaIn addition to access to the eastern Oberland, Innertkirchen is a good centre for the
rock climbs in the Susten & Grimsel Passes. Co-ordinator Mike Pinney tel 01935 428131 Mikegpinney@aol.com
July  Stubaital, Pitztal Austria Joint meet with ABMSAC: Neustift in the Stubaital and to Mandarfen in the
Pitztal.Generally hotel based and mountain trek style meets Alasdair Andrews alasdair.andrews@btinternet.com
Sep Julian Alp Joint meet with ABMSAC : A hut to hut trek in the Julian Alps is in the planning stage. 
Alasdair Andrews alasdair.andrews@btinternet.com
Sep Dolomites AC/CC/ABMSAC/FRCC joint meet in the Dolomites.Possibly Val Gardena, tbc. Possibly 1st 2
weeks of September, tbc. Jeff Harris Tel: 020 8508 2888., jeff@jharris.fsnet.co.uk
Sep   UK Peninsula Party Meet: Joint AC/CC climbing meet in Bosigran. Mark Vallance, 01629 650734
m.vallance@btinternet.com 25 places.
Vacancies:
There are still vacancies for co-ordinators - check the meet list. 
All bona fide meets that are open to Alpine Club members attract support for the
co-ordinator to help meet the co-ordinators effort and out of pocket expenses. In 2007

these are :UK meet, £75 -European meet, £150 - International meet, £400.
More meets needed
There is also space for more meets in the diary, if you have some ideas about where
you think the Alpine Club would like to go in 2007 (or future years) please contact Toto
Gronlund.  Other events, such as training or educational days or weekends, can also
attract support for the co-ordinator. 
Exploration
For mountaineering exploration, the co-ordinator can also apply to the Alpine Club
Climbing Fund for an expedition grant, to help meet communal costs such as peak
fees for example. More on the Climbing Fund in the Newsletter.
Meet Secretary: Toto Anne Gronlund 07884 261247

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Allison at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but there are quite a few missing.  And

remember that you can also register for Alpinet at the Club website and can then look
up the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to

circulation lists etc.

CO-ORDINATOR NEEDED please contact Toto Gronlund or Steven Venables
for more information.  The aim is to invite them here later, perhaps to Bosigran.

For Sale
I pr of size11 Scarpa Vega

‘plastic shelled’ boots £99

Contact
John Hollands
01625 503791
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MEETS

Help!
Volunteers

Needed

The AC needs volunteers to assist with
the running of 55 Charlotte Road.

Volunteers need to live within reach of the
office and be willing to get their hands
dirty with odd jobs such as decoration,
moves of furniture and minor rep airs,

oversee small refurbishment 
project s as well as deal with the

occasional emergency and ensure that
everything is functionning properly . 
We would also welcome anyone
who has electrical, plumbing and 
carpentry skills who is prep ared

to help with the occasional
small job. 

Charlotte Road is an old
building is quite expensive to

run and maint ain. This is a
way to help the club in a
very direct way to keep 

running cost s down.
Please cont act Allison in

the club office.

This is 
important so

please respond
if you can.

Oct 2008  UK Reunion
AC Alpine Meet reunion and meet co-ordinators get together. All AC and joint meet people welcome. Mike Pinney
01935 428131  25 places. mikegpinney@aol.com

AC  Diary  of   Meet s  / Ex pedi t ions 2009
Dec 2008 - Jan 09 Kenya What about 3 weeks climbing on Mt. Kenya?As well as routes on Batian &
Nelion there is plenty of good climbing on the lower, satellite peaks, & the south side of the mountain is in summer
alpine condition over Xmas & New year. Dave Wynne-Jones word pictures@blueyonder .co.uk
Jan 2009 Europe Cold Ice Given the continued success of this Jan meet, we will keep this as a mainstay
of the meet diary Possibly Francoise Call. Limited, check with co-ordinator 
Early 2009 Chile Details to be confirmed. Mike Soldner , Carlos Bascou
Feb 2009 Scottish W inter Meet Details to be confirmed -may depend on views from 2008 meet.
25 Jul - 8 Aug 2009 Annual ‘alp antics’ Joint AC, ABMSAC, CC, FRCC Alpine meet  25th July to 8th
August 2009  Saas Grund/Fee, Valais Co-ordinator Mike Pinney tel 01935 428131 Mikegpinney@aol.com
July 2009 Norway ,Lyngen (2 weeks)  or Romsdal (1 week) On offer is a mix of 'scottish' style hill
walking, more serious peaks on which a 'classic alpine' approach would be most suitable up to some of the largest big
walls in Europe.There is now a budget operator between Stanstead and Oslo (Norwegian Air) and SAS prices are 
competitive. Taking your own car would be more time consuming with a 24 hour ferry ride from Newcastle to Bergen 
followed by 1 days drive to Romsdal or a multi-day epic to Lyngen. Possibly Paulma Cook 
FEEDBACK sought on preferences for venue and timing.

Perk s of  t he job!
Here’s one of the Editor’s perks- a postcard from a real activist from the other
side of the world. Evelio is well over 70 and still going strong, exploring the

unknown Chilean and Argentinian peaks.
Happy New Year Evelio.
































