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Hope you all had a good Summer.
In July, the AC had a get together in Chamonix, organised by our Hon Sec Francoise Call.  It started

with an evening dinner at the Majestic Hotel, courtesy of the Marie of Chamonix, Eric Fournier and
included a presentation by the President of the AC of George Band's book 'Summit' to the Marie and
Maurice Herzog, a gift which was greatly appreciated.

After the dinner came a lecture with speakers including Jean Afanassieff and Maurice Herzog, leader
of the 1st ascent of the Annapurna Expedition in 1950 (also the first 8000m peak to be climbed).

Speakers from the AC included Doug Scott, Norman Croucher and George Band, who gave a word
perfect delivery of his account of the 1953 Everest Expedition and personal memoirs of the leader, the
late Ed Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing - a memorable night for everyone who attended.  

The following day, a guided tour of the Chamonix Alpine Museum by Claude Marin was followed by
lunch provided by our friend, Christine Baxter Jones. In the evening an outdoor barbeque, at
Francoise & Mark's chalet, where we enjoyed breathtaking views of the sunset over Mt Blanc, culminat-
ing with late beers and live music in the company of Christine and Andy Parkin in downtown
Chamonix.

A fine effort and thanks to Francoise for organising the event and of course, to the Marie and the people of the Chamonix Town Hall
for hosting the occasion.

Over to Charlotte Rd.

Alison Spyer has now left her position as the club's administrator to increase her family.  Ali had a baby boy born Monday 20th
October. Congratulations from all at the club.

To replace Ali, we now have Judi Curry.  Judi stood in for Ali when she had her first child, so she knows her way around the club.
Judi is in the office Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10.30am - 4.30pm.

We also have a new librarian in Post.  He is Tadeusz Hudowski, a keen Polish mountaineer who has worked in London at the
Polish Library for ten years.  The Library will now be open every Tuesday & Wednesday.  
In an e-mail dated 15th October 2008, Hywel Lloyd writes:

"I would like to take this opportunity to express the very considerable gratitude of the library trustees to Barbara Grigor-Taylor for all
her sterling efforts - with the help from Ian Smith - to maintain the library service since Yvonne left.  Barbara has also made a major
contribution with her analysis of the items that need attention within the library.  We all have much to do."  

I am pleased to announce that Mike Mortimer has joined the Committee.  Mike has agreed to take up the task of a complete review
of the AC Guidebook situation and to recommend a way forward, if there is one!

Richard Morgan is keeping a watchful eye on the BMC Subs Policy via the Club's working group (CWG).  Updates will follow.
A reception in celebration of British Mountaineering was organised by the BMC at No.10 Downing Street on October 8th.  I attended

on behalf of the AC and the evening proved to be a great success.  The Prime Minister didn't attend.  Other more pressing matters to
deal with I expect!

In a letter dated 21st October 2008, Dr Charles Clarke, President of the BMC writes:
"I felt the gathering was very good example of the breadth, fellowship and friendship within mountaineering, quite apart from the
opportunity to mention our successes to the Minister, Sport England, and the wider reaches of government.  We shall be discussing
at National Council where BMC policy should move next (if anywhere), and if you have any suggestions please do contact your area
representatives or Dave Turnbull or myself."

It was good to see our Hon Solicitor, Martin Wragg, in attendance sporting his AC tie!
I'll catch up with members outdoor activities in my next newsletter.
Hopefully see you all at the AGM on Wednesday 10th December, 7.30pm at 55 Charlotte Rd.
Paul Braithwaite, President

Reminder: Tuesday evening 9th Dec, Doug Scott's lecture at the RGS -Journeys into Auspicious Places in Tibet.
Speakers include Stephen Venables, Dr Mike Searle and Julian Freeman-Attwood.  
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Northern Venue:
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage                 

Lectures start at 7.30pm

London Venue:
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings

Lectures start at 7.30pm 

LONDON MEETINGS - SW MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES

SW Venue:
Upper room of the Nova Scotia,

Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJ

Lectures start at 7.30pm

A small contribution is requested
to cover expenses. 

15 October
The Mountains of the Southern
Ocean with Julian Freeman-
Attwood
Southern Oceans veteran Julian

Freeman-Attwood describes his voyages

and climbs around Tierra del Fuego, the

Antarctic Islands and the Antarctic 

continent, with the Whitbread sailor Skip

Novak on his 55ft cutter Pelagic.

Freeman-Attwood sails up fjords in

Tierra del Fuego with Doug Scott to

make the first ascent of an unnamed

peak, battles a thousand miles through

Force 10 storms to Antarctica to explore

and climb in Graham Land, joins an

expedition to Cape Renard Tower at the

northern entrance of the straits of

Lemaire and journeys around and

across South Georgia.

12 November 
High Adventure in Mongolia by
Hywel Lloyd
This August, a team of ten AC members and

four friends travelled to the Altai mountains in

western Mongolia.  The Altai are as large as

the Alps and nearly as high. Having flown into

the capital of Mongolia - Ulaan Bataar - they

took a plane west to Olgii and took 4WD 

vehicles to approach the Altai.  Then they

trekked  with camels for six days to see the

country and meet local people.  Base camp

was established next to the Potamin glacier

and from there they climbed Malchin 4037m

which is on the Russian border with Mongolia.

Putting a camp on the glacier at 3660m and

after two nights of ferocious storms, the team

were reward by a break in the weather to

climb Khuiten, the highest of the Altai at

4356m.  Khuiten is on the border with China;

so, at high altitude, they visited both China

and Russia without visas. But no telling.

10 December
Early Mountain Drawings by
Robin Campbell
Scottish mountaineer and art lover Robin

Campbell will be talking on early mountain

drawing. More details to follow.

Tuesday 18th November (Note
change) - Dave Wynne-Jones:
'Climbing in the Alps of Tibet'   

An account of exploratory climbing &

trekking in the Yangmolong massif,

north-east of Batang in Western

Sichuan, sharing something of the lives

of local people.

2009

Tuesday 20 January  -   Simon
Clark : 'Pumasillo 1957'
Pumasillo (20,490ft and located in the

Cordillera Vilcabamba of Central Peru)

was thought to be the highest unclimbed

peak in the Americas.  Simon's first

ascent on 23 July 1957 was a significant

achievement in the Club's Centenary

Year, recording a hard and photogenic

ascent in magnificent surroundings.

George Band selected the photo of

Simon on the top of Pumasillo for the

front cover of his book  'SUMMIT- 150

years of the Alpine Club'.

Tuesday 10 February - Pat
Littlejohn OBE : 'Ethiopian
Adventure Rock'
Introduction to a New adventure 

climbing destination - the Tigray

province of northern Ethiopia. Great

scenery, a unique culture and very 

challenging climbing on desert 

sandstone towers and big walls of

quarzite and basalt.

Tuesday 10 March     - Dr David
Hillebrandt:  ' A neurotics Guide
to High Altitude.  Alpine and
Expedition Medical Problems'
After a short powerpoint introduction

David Hillebrandt (BMC Hon Medical

Advisor, UIAA Medcom Vice president

and holder of the UK Diploma of

Mountain Medicine) will run a question

and answer session on all and any

aspect of mountain medicine. Come and

share your personal medical problems.

A neurotic climber's dream session.

****** Check the Club Website ******
to receive up-to-date information on AC lectures.

Please remember that N & SW Lectures are only held during the winter months
but London Lectures(General Meetings of the Alpine Club!) are normally held

on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month.

Tuesday 11th November.   Ian
Smith -   Edward Whymper - The
Making of a Mountaineer. 
An AC Member and a professional
librarian, Ian has been working on a
biography of Edward Whymper for some
while. Whymper kept a detailed diary for
six years during his apprenticeship in
Lambeth. Now fully published for the first
time, Ian will look at what this document
tells us about Whymper’s character, his
background, his remarkable family and
London during the 1850s. This first diary
is the only record Whymper left of his life
in London, but he kept detailed journals
of all his travels. Ian will briefly look at
what Whymper chose to record, and
what he didn’t, at the important points in
his life – the Matterhorn, Greenland,
Ecuador - and consider the nature of
his, often candid, diaries. Over his life
Whymper’s diaries give a hitherto
unrecognised picture of an often misun-
derstood character.

Tuesday 25th November - Paul
Knott
Exploring the Chinese Tien Shan
In August thisyear Guy McKinnon,

Bruce Normand and I overcame
China's Olympics paranoia and
gained permission to climb in a
virtually unknown part ofthe Tien
Shan mountains. Here we found
awealth of unclimbed 6000m 
summits, seen until now only in 
low-resolution aerialshots on Google
Earth. I will show slides of these
imposing mountains, and talkabout
the surprises, successes and
frustrations of our adventure.

Wednesday 10th December.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday 10th February. Tom
Nakamura - The Mystery Rivers of
Tibet: A Photographic Odyssey in
the Deep Gorge Country.
Our Member Tamotsu Nakamura is well
known for his stunning mountain
photography in the remote areas of

Eastern Tibet that have been such an
inspiration to a generation of explorers
and climbers. In this talk he will be 
presenting a selection of his superb 
photographs and recounting some of his
exploits in this exotic region. Tamotsu is
the recipient of numerous awards and
accolades, most recently the RGS Busk
Medal and Honorary Membership of the
AC.
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LETTERS

Vacancies:
There are still vacancies for meets co-ordinators - check the meet list. 
All bona fide meets that are open to Alpine Club members attract support for the
co-ordinator to help meet the co-ordinators effort and out of pocket expenses. In 2007
these are :UK meet, £75 -European meet, £150 - International meet, £400.
More meets needed
There is also space for more meets in the diary, if you have some ideas about where you
think the Alpine Club would like to go in 2007 (or future years) please contact Dave
Wynne-Jones.  Other events, such as training or educational days or weekends, can also
attract support for the co-ordinator. 
Exploration
For mountaineering exploration, the co-ordinator can also apply to the Alpine Club
Climbing Fund for an expedition grant, to help meet communal costs such as peak fees
for example. More on the Climbing Fund in the Newsletter.
Meet Secretary: David Wynne-Jones

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Judi at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but there are quite a few missing.  And

remember that you can also register for Alpinet at the Club website and can then look up
the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to

circulation lists etc.

Useful links: The AC website has a Links page devoted to
members' own websites.  Any member who would like details added

should e-mail links@alpine-club.org.uk. Sites can include such things as
mountain training, lecturers' details, writing, painting, etc. - in fact 

anything to do with mountaineering on an ongoing basis.  

AC Information Updates
To the Editor,

I spend a lot of time in the past but have not mastered the transition from mental to physical time travel. I cannot attend event once

they have happened. I need to be told about them in advance.

There would be less of a problem were I electronically literate; my lifestyle choice makes a change unlikely.

I regard myself as a fully paid-up member of the Club. I expect the Club to reciprocate by keeping me fully informed. I am not

aware of any electronic membership requirements that would preclude this.

I miss out and my feelings range from frustrated to bloody angry. I am being excluded.

I have raised this issue over the past few years without progress. I have offered to cover extra costs of timely mailing updates.

I shall, unless there is a satisfactory resolution, accept second-class membership and from January 2009 reduce my subscription in

recognition of this. John Temple.

The
Newsletter

needs 

YOU!
If you have done 

anything exciting

(in the mountains!)

that you think other

members would be

interested in - 

‘let me know’
The newsletter is the

Club’s premier

communication 

channel and  is about

the members and

reflects the entire 

spectrum of their 

activities.

If it’s worth doing - let

us all know!

Contact the Editor:

newsletter@
alpine-club.org.uk

AC Membership Cards
Sir,

I am in complete agreement with Jim Gregson who wrote in the July issue of the AC Newsletter. Yes, we need a new Club 
membership card.

Many 'lesser'(!) clubs issue their membership cards annually, often a laminated type which peels out of an 
accompanying letter.

Why not have a plastic type card which the YHA, National Trust etc issue? Not only will this be more attractive, 
professional and more handy,  it is also a more durable item.

My own card now looks extremely shabby having  survived several involuntary bivouacs!
Let's go for full colour and a photograph - perhaps akin to the British Driving  Licence so that no hut guardian is ever in any doubt

about its authenticity! Yours faithfully, Pamela Holt

Mountain Medicine and High Altitude
Physiology Conference

December 5th-7th 2008
National Mountain Centre, Plas Y Brenin, Capel Curig,

Gwynedd, North Wales
Organiser: Dr P W Barry, University of Leicester, in association

with Medical Expeditions
PGEA approval applied for - Course Fee £550

(includes all meals; 2 nights’ accommodation; and a copy of
High Altitude Medicine and Physiology by Milledge,

West and Schoene)
• The course has been running since 1993 covering mountain
• sickness and high altitude physiology; hypothermia; frostbite;

• management of trauma and medical emergencies in remote environment
• An international panel of speakers will include leading altitude

• physiologists and physicians from around the world
Further information can be obtained from:

Mountain Medicine, c/o Caroline Clay,
Department of Child Health Robert Kilpatrick, Clinical Sciences Building,

Leicester Royal Infirmary, Leicester LE2 7LX.
Email: cc44@le.ac.uk Telephone 0116 258 6844.
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help!
Volunteers

Needed

The AC needs volunteers to assist with

the running of 55 Charlotte Road.

Volunteers need to live within reach of the

office and be willing to get their hands

dirty with odd jobs such as decoration,

moves of furniture and minor repairs,

oversee small refurbishment 

projects as well as deal with the

occasional emergency and ensure that

everything is functionning properly. 

We would also welcome anyone who

has electrical, plumbing and 

carpentry skills who is prepared to

help with the occasional small job. 

Charlotte Road is an old building is

quite expensive to run and maintain.

This is a way to help the club in a

very direct way to keep running

costs down.

Please contact Allison in the club

office.

This is important so
please respond if you

can.

'David Seddon is researching the pictiures by ET Compton that remain in the
UK. He would be very grateful if any member of the Club might consider 

contacting him, in confidence, with details of pictures in his or her 
ownership. He can be reached on djseddon@btinternet.com.'

Have you got a
Compton?

Penguins and Polar bears
Artist and AC Associate Rowan Huntley may be lucky enough to see both on her travels in 2009!  Rowan has just

been awarded an artists residency funded by the Scott Polar Research Institute (SPRI) and the Royal Navy which will

see her join HMS Endurance for a month this winter, during its annual work period in the Antarctic Region. As an artist

with a passion for all things icy, this incredible opportunity - together with a planned trip to Greenland in June - will 

provide a unique chance to observe and paint sea ice in both Polar Regions in quick succession. Focussing specifically

on portraying the effects of climate change on these, our most fragile environments, Rowan's work will be exhibited in

association with SPRI and the Royal Navy at several venues over the next few years, including the Alpine Club. 

Alpine Club 150th Anniversary Dinner Grace
‘Domine deus altissime, qui de summa gloria descendisti ut nos in eandem gloriam tolleres de profundis ad te clamamus.
Nos omnes qui hoc festum maximo gaudio congregati colimus tibi gratias agimus pro imbribus abundantiae tuae quos in
nos dimittis, pro omnibus qui eandem viam arduissimam triginta per lustra ascenderunt et in primis pro hoc cibo nobis

oblato, simul obsecrantes ut nos omnes gratia tua sempiterna sustineas, ut ad illud saxum nobis altius per eundem Jesum
Christum dominum nostrum ascendamus.’

Rough translation:
O Lord God most high, who descended from the heights of glory to raise us up to the same glory, out of the depths we cry

to you.  As we celebrate this anniversary, we thank you for all the showers of your abundance, for all those who have 
trodden the same very difficult way these hundred and fifty years, and especially for these gifts you send down upon us

now.  We beseech you that by your continuing grace you would sustain us to ascend that rock which is higher than
ourselves, through the same, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Andrew Moore, 4th December 2007
With many thanks to Richard Smail and Dr Mark Philpott
(If the second sentence, especially its last clause, elicits any memories of a champagne moment during the ascent of Rum Doodle
this is entirely providential!  Andrew Moore)

Bunkroom in the Clubhouse
The bunkroom has been closed for some time pending a review of the safety of occupants.  We are planning to reopen

it for sleeping accommodation albeit with some  restrictions. The difficulty has been ensuring that we have adequate fire

precautions in place and a protected means of escape. A double door porch entrance will be built into the library to 

protect the stair well exit, we are installing more smoke alarms together with both bell and strobe alarms in the

bunkroom. The planned reopening will be in late November. 
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MEETS

AC Meets: 2008-9
26 December - 10 January: 2009 Kenya
2 weeks in Kenya where the south side of Mt. Kenya is in summer alpine condition over New Year.
As well as predominately rock routes on the main summits, Batian & Nelion, there is plenty of good
climbing on the satellite peaks and a fine trek in to American Camp from Chogoria. A couple of days
in a safari park is planned to round off the meet.
Dave Wynne-Jones  01 17 377 1992  

2009
10 - 17 January:  Rjukan - Norway
3 hours drive from Torp Airport (Ryanair). Gus Morton gus.morton@orange.fr 

13 Feb - 1 Mar:  Kenya
Climbing on Mt. Kenya & at T savo ( Kitchwa Tembo) with a day of whitewater rafting & the option
to extend for 3 days on the beach at Watamu. Andrew W ielochowski  

13 - 15 February: Scottish W inter Meet 
At the Pottery Bunkhouse, Laggan (nr Newtonmore)
Andy Gallagher andyrachelgallagher@btinternet.com 01764 650419  16+places 

25 July - 8 August : Switzerland - Saas Grund / Saas Fe, V alais
Annual alpantics  Joint AC, ABMSAC, CC, FRCC Alpine meet to the  Saas Grund / Saas Fee,
Valais regions. Mike Pinney mikepinney@aol.com  01935 428131

July: Norway - L yngen - 2 weeks and Romsdal - 1 week 
On offer is a mix of 'scottish' style hill walking, and more serious peaks on which a 'classic alpine'

approach would be most suitable up to some of the largest big walls in Europe. There is now a 
budget operator between Stansted and Oslo (Norwegian Air) and SAS prices are competitive.
Taking your own car would be more time consuming with a 24 hour ferry ride from Newcastle to
Bergen followed by a one day drive to Romsdal, or a multi-day epic to Lyngen. Possibly Paulma

Cook

16 - 18 October  UK  Alpine Reunion
AC Alpine Meet reunion and meet co-ordinators get together. All AC and joint meet people
welcome. Mike Pinney 01935 428131 mikepinney@aol.com   25 places.

FEEDBACK sought on preferences for venue and timing.
Toto Gronlund* 07884 26124

ExplorExplor ee ,, ClimbClimb ,Ski,Ski
The Alpine Ski Club Review 1908-2008

The review is in three main parts: it starts by charting the changes that have
taken place in ski -mountaineering in the 100 years of the Club's existence. They
show how much easier it is for today's budget-flight-propelled skier to travel to the 
mountains, although those seeking real adventure have a much harder time of it.

The second part consists of a set of reports, many reprinted, of major ascents and
expeditions undertaken by ASC members over the past 100 years.   The final 

section is for those for whom exploration is a definite part of the sport; it consists of
a survey of some of the main areas and mountain ranges visited by ASC members

in recent years, with the theme: what has been explored on skis and what
remains? It shows the many white spaces that remain on the ski-mountaineering

map of the world.   
The review is 86 p ages, sof tback A5, and includes 46 illustrations.  It is 

available to non-members at a price of £10 including post and p acking in
Europe.  T o order a copy please cont act the ASC Secret ary: Ingram Lloyd,

Church Cott age, Sulgrave, Banbury OX17 2RP .






























