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Dear All,
Without any doubt, one of the highlights of the AC's busy social

calendar of events this year was the recent revamped Piolet D'Or
Ceremony held in Chamonix - the perfect location for such an event.

The club was well represented throughout the busy schedule leading
up to the final evening of the presentations with Doug Scott in the chair
presiding over the proceedings.

A grand affair and our thanks to the host the Maire of Chamonix and
the event organisers especially Claude Marin from the Chamonix 
townhall, Claude Gardien from Vertical and Christian Trommsdorff, the
new President of the Groupe de Haute Montagne, for letting the AC
use the occasion to launch our own "Spirit of Mountaineering"
commendation which this year was awarded to six mountaineers for
their attempt to rescue Spanish alpinist Inaki Ochoa de Olza from
24,300 feet (7,400 mts) altitude on Himalayan mountain Annapurna in
May 2008.

Those honoured are: Simon Anthamatten (Swiss), Alexey Bolotov
(Russian), Don Bowie (Canadian), Horia Colibasanu (Romanian),
Ueli Steck (Swiss) and Denis Urubko (Kazakh).

Norman Croucher and Frank Cannings, supported by the
President, did the presentations in front of a large audience in the
splendour of the Majestic Hotel's main function room.  

Personally, the most important part of the weekend for me was presenting the club's Hon Membership Certificate to 
Riccardo Cassin, represented on this occasion by his son Guido and family.  

Prior to the presentation, we spent the afternoon sat on the terrace of Francoise's chalet listening to Guido talking about his father,
how he built up the Cassin manufacturing business from very small beginnings to a large producer of high quality mountaineering
equipment and how Riccardo was an Italian champion boxer before he discovered mountaineering.  More stories followed about this
amazing man who, incidentally, was 100 years old in January this year and is apparently still in good shape for a man of his age.

I am convinced that one of the best journeys home after any climb must be that of Riccardo and his team mates - after making the
first ascent of the The Walker Spur on the Grande Jorasses in 1938. Imagine arriving in Chamonix from Lecco then asking a local
farmer ‘did he know how to get to the Grande Jorasses’ and showing him a picture of the face on a postcard!  The rest is history….

Can you imagine the joy of having climbed one of the greatest alpine classics of all time, possibly the hardest and certainly the
finest and most elegant route of its type - they must have had one hell of a good time on the journey back to Lecco! 

Hamish MacInnes needs no introduction to the AC members.  A mere child compared to Riccardo's centenary innings, Hamish has
accepted our offer to become an Honorary Member of the club.  Long overdue, his contribution to mountaineering and the mountain
rescue world is truly incredible to say the least.

I must admit that it is a great pleasure during my term as President to be able to offer Hamish a well deserved Hon Membership of
the club.  I recall writing to Hamish and the reply came back in the form of a compliment slip with the words "Aye that'll be fine
thanks!"  A master of understatement!!  Hopefully he will be at our annual dinner at Shap Wells 28th Nov 09 to receive his
Certificate.Two of the all time greats of mountaineering and it is good to have them onboard.

John Porter has recently been co-opted onto the committee.  John's vast depth of knowledge and experience of mountaineering
along with his involvement in the Kendal Film Festival will add greatly to the committee's strength.
Have a good summer,     Paul Braithwaite, President.
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AC Climbing Fund is supported by

Steve Razetti’s extra-ordinary stitched photo series taken at the 5th lake above
Gokyo on the Ngozumpa Glacier. This original is 200Mb and 20,000 pixels wide! For
more stunning images go to www.razzetti.com

Guido Cassin accepting his father Riccardo Cassin’s
AC Honorary Membership from Tut in Chamonix. 
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Don’t forget to check the Club Website
to receive up-to-date information on AC lectures.  London Lectures (General Meetings of the Alpine Club!) are

normally held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at Charlotte Road.

London Venue
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings

Lectures start at 7.30pm 

SW Venue
Upper room of the Nova Scotia,

Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJ

Lectures start at 7.30pm

Northern Venue
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage                 

Lectures start at 7.30pm

A small contribution is 
requested to cover costs. 

LONDON MEETINGS - SW MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES

SOUTH WEST VENUE:

Upper Room of the Nova Scotia,
Cumberland Basin, Hotwells, Bristol,

BS1 6XJ
The Nova Scotia Hotel is a 

well-known Bristol landmark, situated
at the western end of the Floating

Harbour, with ample local parking and
good beer. Lectures start at 7.30pm. 

The AC SW Regional 
organisers are Colin Knowles, 
Tony Westcott and Craig Cook

NORTHERN LECTURE VENUE:
'Outside Cafe',  Hathersage,

Derbyshire on Wednesdays at
7.30pm 

Anyone who has an interesting trip
that they are prepared to lecture 

on is invited to contact 
Edward Douglas

Tuesday 8th September. Dave
Cowell: Ski-touring in the Outer
Reaches of Europe
Dave is an active member of the Eagle
Ski Club who has visited many less 
frequented ski-touring areas over a 
number of years. In this talk he will be
describing recent tours that he has
made to the eastern mountains of
Turkey and to the Prokletiji Mountains of
Albania.

Tuesday 27th October.  
Reine-Marie Faure: The Life &
Travels of James David Forbes 
Reine-Marie is a geographer who has
extensively researched the life and 
travels of the Scottish mountaineer
James David Forbes. In this lecture she
will focus on one of Forbes' most 
productive summers. In 1842 he not only
crossed the Col du Geant from
Courmayeur to Montenvert in a 
remarkable 15 hours, but by zig-zagging
between Chamonix and Zermatt he also
mapped the Mer de Glace and the
Alpine massif between these two major
resorts.

Tuesday 10th November. James
Thacker and Andy Turner: Mixed
Emotions on Phari Lapcha
In November 2008 James and Andy 
visited the popular Gokyo Valley in
Nepal with the aim of making an alpine
style ascent of the North Face of Phari
Lapcha, 6017m. Unfortunately, 
unconsolidated snow resulted in retreat
and uncertainty as quite what to do next.
The result was the third ascent of the
fantastic Snotty's Gully on the adjacent
Dawa Peak, or Phari Lapcha West.

The next series of lectures starts
in the Autumn.

The first date will be :
14 October 2009

Cover photo: Duncan Tunstall leading on a new route in the Lofotens on the the Norwegian International Meet this winter.

AC  member elected as
Honorary Member of the 
Alpine Club of Canada

It has been a long time since Roger Wallis
was on the AC Committee and he hasn't
done much in the AC since, so maybe it's

good to know that 
someone feels he has done something
useful abroad.  Roger was awarded the

ACC's "Silver Rope" in 1991 and
Distinguished Service Medal in 2004 and

in May he was elected an Honorary
Membership of the ACC.  Roger's main

contribution to Canadian mountaineering
has been to persuade people to climb

with him, not necessarily an easy task!
With nine expeditions to Yukon's St.
Elias Mountains and innumerable trips

to remote and obscure mountains of
British Columbia Roger and friends have
made 66 mountain first ascents and more

than 20 new routes.  
It's a long time since Roger made the 3rd
ascent of Zero Gully, in 1963, but he has
been fortunate to find endless faces of

untouched snow and ice since then 
scattered across South and East
Greenland, Spitsbergen and the 

mountains of western and northern
Canada.

Roger Wallis (- the man himself!)

We now have a new Administrator 
at Charlotte Road,

Amber Mooney. She has taken
over from Judi Curry whom we thank
for her valuable contribution to the

smooth running of the Club.

To The Alpine Club
To the Honorable and Distinguished
President Paul Braithwaite

Dear Paul,

I want to thank you and all the 
members of the Alpine Club who have
given me the privilege of becoming an
Honorary Member.

I'm very happy that Guido, Daniela
and Marta had the possibility of meeting
you, but I'm also sad the Piolet D'Or 
organizers did not show my personal
salute to all climbers and friends who
were there.

I will do whatever is possible to send
you this recording as a token and
reminder of my consideration and 
friendship.

A grateful salute and good climbing to
everybody.

Riccardo Cassin
Presidente Onorario Fondazione

Riccardo Cassin

Riccardo Cassin’s kind letter of 
acceptance and thanks on being 
offered Honorary Membership of

the Alpine Club.
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help!
Volunteers

Needed
The AC needs volunteers to assist with the
running of 55 Charlotte Road. Volunteers
need to live within reach of the office and
be willing to get their hands dirty with odd

jobs such as decoration, moves of  
furniture and minor repairs, oversee small
refurbishment projects as well as deal with
the occasional emergency and ensure that

everything is functionning properly. 
We would also welcome anyone who

has electrical, plumbing and 
carpentry skills who is prepared to
help with the occasional small job. 
Charlotte Road is an old building is

quite expensive to run and maintain.
This is a way to help the club in a

very direct way to keep running costs
down.

Please contact Judi in the club office.

This is important so
please respond if you

can.

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Amber at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but the’re  quite a few missing.  And remember that you can also register for Alpinet at

the Club website and can then look up the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to
circulation lists etc.

The
Newsletter

needs 

YOU!
If you have done 
anything exciting

(in the mountains!)
that you think other
members would be 

interested in:- 

‘let me know’
The newsletter is the Club’s

premier communication 
channel and  is about the
members and reflects the
entire spectrum of their 

activities.
If it’s worth doing -

let us all know!
Contact the Editor:

newsletter@
alpine-club.org.uk

What�s Going On?
Have you been new routeing or 

exploring recently? If you have then it

should be in the AJ! 

If you have useful info on your recent

activities then you can contact the AC

area correspondents:

AREA NOTES Editor ~ Paul Knott 

The Alps  -  Lindsay Griffin

Russia & Central Asia -  Paul Knott

Greenland - Derek Fordham

Scottish Winter -  Simon Richardson

Ethiopia -  Pat Littlejohn

India -  Harish Kapadia

Nepal -  Dick Isherwood

China & Tibet  - John Town

North America -  Ade Miller

Cordilleras Blanca and Huayhuash

-  Antonio Gomez  Bohorquez

New Zealand -  Mark Watson

Antarctica -  Nick Lewis

Bunkroom in the Clubhouse re-opens!
The Club has a small bunkroom in the club house basement containing four bunks for the use of members, aspirants and associates. There are no

cooking facilities however there are several restaurants and cafes nearby. The Bunkroom is normally open except when the office is closed for the long
Christmas and summer breaks. We cannot accept bookings from members for Friday and Saturday nights if they would be occupying the bunkhouse
alone as the Club cannot provide any emergency response over weekends. There is currently no heating in the bunkhouse at night but there are a few

blankets. Users must bring a sheet sleeping bag and are advised to bring a warm sleeping bag in winter. 
Bookings must be made with the Club Administrator, 0207 613 0755( Administrator).

As the Office is only manned on Tuesdays and Thursdays, bookings need to be made well in advance so that arrangements can be made for users to
obtain a set of keys and instructions. There is no charge for the bunkroom. However, an advance deposit of twenty pounds is required for the keys.

Keys must be returned within five working days of use. Regular users may apply for a set of keys to retain for their own use. 
While in occupation, members are responsible for the security of the building and have an obligation to familiarize themselves with evacuation 

instructions and Health and Safety requirements. Users,  particularly sleeping alone, must not suffer any hearing, visual, or mobility impairments that
might affect their ability to recognize an alarm signal and delay their exit from the building in an emergency.

Important

AC CLIMBINGAC CLIMBING FUNDFUND
SponsorSponsored by First ed by First AscentAscent

The Climbing Fund  supports private expeditions, provided that all participants are AC Members . .  
Your future private expedition could be on this list!  Details and an application form can be found on the AC web site at
www.alpine-club.org.uk.  The awarding committee plans to review applications twice yearly, in March and September,

although there is no specific deadline for their receipt.  At least three months in advance is advisable.  It should be
noted that successful recipients will be ineligible for consideration for additional awards for a period of three years.



2009
1 - 25 July: Bolivia
La Paz is one of the highest cities in the world with some of the most beautiful 5000 - 6000 metre peaks in the Andes just a day or
two of travelling away. The plan is to head out of the city on two or three multi-day camping trips to tackle classic peaks like Condoriri,
Pequeno Alpamayo, Huayni Potosi, & Illimani in the Cordillera Real. There should also be the chance for a team to go to a remoter
range such as the Apolobamba or Quimsa Cruz to explore the potential for new routes. Dave Wynne-Jones 0117 377 1992.
25 July -  8 August:  Switzerland (Valais) Saas Grund / Saas Fee. Joint AC, ABMSAC, CC,
FRCC Alpine meet.The annual alpine meet will be based at the Kapellenweg campsite at Saas Grund
www.kapellenweg.ch from Saturday 24th July to Saturday 8th August. The prices/night are: Person 6SF; Tent 4.5SF; Tax 2SF; Car
4.5SF; Campervan 8. Email application forms to
Mike Pinney via alpinet or ring 01935 428131 to discuss.

15 - 23 August: Norway Lyngen Alps Arctic Alpine Adventure 
Climbing in the Arctic Circle as an alternative to the Alps, following in Slingsby’s footsteps. Predominantly alpine routes on mountains
rising out of the sea.  A remote and beautiful location without the problems of altitude, with the option to arrive earlier and stay on
longer than the dates indicated. Paul Cook 01946 67837  

29 Aug - 12 Sept: Italy Canazei Dolomites -  just below the Sella Pass.
An ideal location for exploring the rock towers and steep faces of the Sella & Rosengarten areas of the Dolomites A friendly campsite
within walking distance of shops and amenities. Jeff Harris  020 8508 2888

4 - 11 September: Cornwall Joint CC/AC meet at the Count House, Bosigran.
Rock climbing and coast walking. (35 Places, some are reserved for CC members) . 
Ron & Ruth Chambers 01768 88488 or 07890 782636

16 - 18 October: Lake District Alpine Reunion
AC Alpine Meet reunion and meet co-ordinators get together at the George Starkey hut in
Patterdale. All AC and joint meet people welcome. (25 places) Mike Pinney 01935 428131
27- 28 November: Shap Wells Hotel, Cumbria   AGM & Dinner 

2010 
1 -19 February: Chile.   Alpine Club Chile meet details: AC Chile Mike Soldner 07798 903582
24July - 8th August: 2010 Joint Alpine Meet: AC/CC/FRCC/ABMSAC Bregaglia -
Bernina, Vicosoprano. Mike Pinney. 
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AC MEETS 2009-2010

Useful links:

The AC website has a Links page devoted to members' own 
websites.  Any member who would like details added

should e-mail
links@alpine-club.org.uk. 

Sites can include such things as mountain training, lecturers'
details, writing, painting, etc.  in fact anything to do with 

mountaineering on an ongoing basis.  

2009 Scottish Winter Meet Report 

The 2009 Scottish meet was once again combined with the Eagle Ski
Club which ensured full occupancy of the Potteries Bunkhouse and

plenty of social interaction.
At long last the snow conditions favoured the meet and forays were
made into the Northern Corries of Cairngorm, West Face of Aonach

Mor, Ben Nevis, Beinn a' Chaorainn and Creag Meagaidh.  For once,
even the skiers were smiling.

The regular attendees of the winter meet are in favour of a similar
meet in 2010 which has provisionally been booked for the weekend

of 13/14 Feb at the same location. 
Unfortunately, Andy Gallagher is unable to run the meet next

year - any willing volunteers?
Andy Gallagher

AC Scottish Dinner
Saturday 19 September, Onich Hotel (between Glencoe and Fort William).  Cost £25 - cheques to

‘Alpine Club’ please. Accomodation - book yourself -Onich hotel,

or MacIntyre hut(1 mile east of hotel), or Inchree bunkhouse (1+

mile west of hotel) or lots of b&b. All welcome, great climbing!

Kate Ross 01369 706578 (after Alps!)

"Canoeing around the Farne
Islands? 

Birdwatching on the Fairisle? 
Ice Climbing in the Tatras?

Rock Climbing in China?
Alpinism in Chile? New Routeing

in Nepal?
What meets would you like the Club

to be running?
If you have any ideas about where and when you would
like meets or what kind of meet you would like to see,

please get in touch with 
Dave Wynne-Jones, Meets Secretary

(Contact details in the handbook & email on alpinet).
Start thinking about 2010 now.

AND... perhaps you'd like to run one? 
Club meets depend on members stepping forward as

meet co-ordinators. This need not be onerous & can be
a lot of fun, and the club recognises the efforts of meet

co-ordinators by making a contribution towards their
expenses. Details can be found about the current rates

on the AC website, as well as information about the
whole process ofco-ordinating meets.

Don’t forget the more exploratory open expeditions
also attract grants from the AC Climbing Fund

Nota Bene!
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LETTERS

Tut - you have an admirer!
Hi Dick, (Ed!)
Hey man, I was sooo pleased to see the interview with Tut in the newsletter.

Maybe I should say - about time. In the mid sixties he was the best alpinist in Britain. I
remember 1968 and the summer bad weather in the Alps. My brother and I scored 2
routes. Tut did over 10 and one was the Walker Spur where he led everything. Because
of his modesty he was never in the front pages much but he was the climbing greyhound
of his generation. I know that Dougal was also a great climber but if you were to 
compare the alpine and rock-climbing achievements Tut would come out ahead. On the
SW face of Everest he was quite prepared to climb from a lower camp to the summit
(and knew he could do it) but Chris shut the trip down when Mick was killed. So, all I
wish to say is that he truly represents British Mountaineering and I'm extatic that he's our
President.

I'm living in SW Colorado and thought I'd send you 2 pics of a secret tower (see above)
which would become a classic if it was not out in the boonies. I'm to be found 
somewhere in the folds of rock.    Cheers, Aid Burgess.

The tower is called Psycho Tower. First climbed by the
late Charlie Fowler and friends in 1996. It has 3 short
pitches of 5.9 and the direct start of 5.11. That is the slab
to the left of the summit fall line and I thought the first 20
feet hard. It is on the cover of the guide book called The
Wild Wild West by Charlie Fowler & Damon Johnston. 
It's to be found in a remote valley to the east of Moab.

Probably had less than 50 ascents but if it was in Moab
it would get at least 2 per day. It does traverse right out
on the lip of that huge roof!

Putting the past right

Dear Ed, The piece on Shackleton in the last Alpine Club Newsletter prompted me to pen this:   "He never lost a man"?
In recalling the centenary of Shackleton reaching 88.23 degrees South in 1909 (Newsletter, 1/2009, page 7), we are asked to recall

and admire his exploits today. I would be the first so to do; Shackleton, largely because of his leadership of the 1914-16 Endurance
(Imperial Trans-Antarctic) Expedition, is my, and I am sure countless others, number one polar hero. 

When he finally rescued his crew from Elephant Island, he telegraphed his wife, "I have done it. Not a life lost and we have been
through Hell". In this way the often repeated myth used in the Newsletter piece, "He never lost a man" was born. A month later he
was saying, "I cannot settle down to anything whilst my mind is on those ten men of mine in the Ross Sea." When, in January 1917,
he finally rescued them, he found that three men had perished laying down the depots of food and fuel that were planned to sustain
Shackleton's party on the march from the South Pole to the Ross Sea base as they completed their planned crossing of the Antarctic
continent. Their sacrifice had been in vain because Shackleton's Endurance team had not even set foot on the Antarctic continent. 

The purpose of this note is certainly not to diminish the memory of Shackleton, but merely to correct the record. The harrowing
story of the sufferings of the Ross Sea Party in the field, following less than satisfactory expedition planning, can be followed in a
recent account,  "The Lost Men", by Kelly Tyler-Lewis, Bloomsbury, 2006. It might also be noted that Shackleton himself had no
intention of hiding their story, in 1919 he devoted about a quarter of his epic book "South" to them.
Professor Roderick A Smith, FREng, ScD

Media and mountaineering - more grumps!

Dear Ed, just to support you in your BBC bashing. First re High Altitude with its contrived situations. What was the point of the
Tyrolean traverse for instance, and even more so the totally contrived attempt at an ascent of a 200ft snout of a glacier. Completely
pointless except perhaps for ice climbing practice (the Canadians do use icebergs in Pond Inlet for this for instance), but this was not
made clear and it was well beyond their capabilities anyhow. OK I can see some point in Graham, as an ex racer, pushing himself to
his limits in the world speed skiing thing. But again it would have been better approached from that point of view.

But frankly, in my mind as a Mountaineering Instructor, leading and training schoolboys over many years, and leader of several
Tilman type expeditions to Greenland sailing and making first ascents from the boat in latter years, High Altitude pales into 
insignificance compared with the Ben Fogle programmes. To me it seemed totally irresponsible to take people who ostensibly had no 
experience and no training (but of course we don't know what went on beforehand) and who didn't even know what they were going
to do until they got there if the programme be believed. Of course there was huge out of shot back-up - dug out canoes with 
outboards could suddenly appear in the nick of time, helicopters drop from the skies to the rescue, ambulances even drive up the
mountain to fetch someone with Altitude sickness!  But this sudden appearance of back-up only spoilt the contrived effect of the 
programmes. And what about a little acclimatisation, why such pressure of time that they couldn't have a rest day if conditions or
their condition called for it, and of course was everything really 'the hardest thing I've ever done'?

At least Ben Fogle has slightly redeemed himself personally by doing well in the recent Race to the South Pole - if you want an
organised race to the South Pole that is. But unfortunately the BBC of course made a film of it, so we will no doubt have to listen to
how tremendously difficult it all was, how dangerous was the terrain and I have never known such awful weather conditions etc!

The CBBC series where they took young people up a mountain in Ecuador(!) and then to sea and climbing off South America and
are now off to Mongolia had some point to it and was and is quite well done. But then Polly Murray (Everest (properly) and my 
expeditions to Greenland (my privilege)) was a trainer/guide on them.
Yes, I am old. But on these occasions legitimately grumpy, or so I think. But then if people who have never climbed before can pay

vast sums of money and attempt Everest, who are we to complain? Good luck in your crusade, Bob Shepton

I could not agree more with the editor re his rant about High Altitude on the BBC. I am suprised at Graham Bell. I would have
thought he would do a better job. I have long given up on tv  portraying our sport in anything like a realistic manner. For instance a
recent episode of Highland Emergency described climbers as "clinging to a vertical wall of ice" when they were clearly standing 
comfortably on a 45 degree snow slope.
The big screen is no better. Any climber who has seen Cliffhanger, K2 or The Eiger sanction must have cringed as much as I.

Producers who say they have to make things exciting should watch Touching the Void to see now it can be done. Does anyone know
of any other films or programmes that show mountaineering positively?
I have no doubt that other sports are equaly badly portrayed. Is it not possible for tv companies to require programme makers to

take expert advice when dealing with subjects they know nothing of? I am not confident of seeing any improvement.
Chris (grumpy) Gilley.
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LOFOTEN INTERNATIONAL MEET

- a Paradise
of Lights -

Although the daylight North of the Arctic circle
is certainly dim, my abiding memory of Lofoten
will be lights; the reflections from the water, the
particular glare of snow and ice, the stars, the
moon, the wood stove in the hut, candles reflected
in the windows at dinner, our single headtorch
while abseiling in the dark, the search light of the
boat picking us up after a climb, the red headtorch
while waiting on the beach for the boat.

Duncan Tunstall and I were guests of the
Norwegian Alpine Club who had organised an
international meet in Lofoten. 26 participants went
hard at work to develop new routes.

Our first route was a winter ascent of the 
mountain behind our old fashioned fishermen huts. Upon investigation it turned out to be a
combination of summer A3 rock climbs. With the snow banking the sides and the ice and
frozen turf providing some grip there was no need to aid, and thankfully Duncan led the 
difficult bits. There were a couple of passages were the psychological reinforcement of a rope
above was key. The abseils were tense, - one rope was nearly sheared by the abrasion
against a sharp edge - so much so that the young chap who was with us decided not to
climb anymore after that experience! I loved it. What a sense of freedom not to have to 
consult a topo every 5 minutes and to choose your very own line!

The second day, having been let down by transport arrangements, we found ourselves in
front of the huts with no objective. A kind Norwegian showed us a little local crag and
quipped that if we felt like pioneers we could try this thin ice wall. Off we went, Duncan, of
course, leading the delicate bits.
Me: (looking at the slabby ice too thin to take ice screws and crumbly in places) "You don't

have to do it you know"

Duncan: " It's perfect. It's Scottish"

I had almost forgotten, I was with a British climber. Scottish is Nirvana.

Our best outing started with a boat crossing early in the morning to a peninsula, still unclimbed in the winter. Three teams were in
the boat ready for the discovery of this range: Slovenian Marko Prezelj and a Norwegian, two delightful Czech climbers, Duncan and
myself. We left supplies of dry clothes, food and sleeping gear on the beach in case all or some of us came back late. Getting off the
boat was an unusual start to an ice climb: jumping from the slippery bow of the inflatable boat it was hard not to get your legs soaked
landing in the sea. There followed a memorable climb up a classic route which I am sure will be repeated many times, as it has a
good balance of easy slopes and technical passages. All 980meters rising from the sea. Amazingly, all 3 teams summitted 
simultaneously our respective summits! Down climbing and finding abseil points was the usual delicate part, but we found the right
belay points. Duncan did a great demonstration of bum sliding on the lower snow slopes whereas my softshell trousers just would not
slide! 

Waiting for me on the beach, were all the guys. Apparently the boatman had refused to come out until "the lady" was down! A real
gentleman! 
Five guys, a lady and an inflatable:

"Why do you have a red light on?"

"So that I do not blind you"

"It reminds me of a red light district"

"What is a red light district" asked one of the young climbers

"Let me tell you some facts of life…"

When the boatman finally arrived, he had a crate of beers for us, presenting us with a new challenge: drinking beer on a Zodiac
jumping on the waves.

Leaving the beach was difficult: the air was warm and the stars beckoning. I wish we had slept there. It had been a stupendous day
of joy and freedom. 

I called this climb "Picnic for Charlotte" because I would like to go back there with my daughter and stay on the beach cracking 
stupid jokes under the starry night.

We made some new friends and that is what mountaineering is about for me. 
Francoise Call

LofLofoottenen

Duncan looking for a way through.

Francoise on one of the 
technical pitches above Kalle.




























