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Interview with the President
In the midst of the chaos of a proper winter our President Paul 'Tut' Braithwaite (so called

because of a now forgotten schoolboy stutter) made the awkward journey from Oldham to the
Outside Cafe in Hathersage where he gave the Editor an interview.

I kicked off with asking him what are his credentials for the role of AC President?  His
first reply was short and to the point! 
'Availability.' His next priority was 'a good listener' and last but by no means least is his long

and illustrious career as a top climber and mountaineer. Some highlights of his career include
first winter ascents of Red Slab on Cloggy, Shadow on Ben Nevis, the first winter solo of

Orion Direct on the Ben, first British
winter ascent of the Walker Spur and
his impressive contribution to the 1975 ascent of the SW Face
of Everest where he forced the Rock Band (an inspired piece
of mixed climbing at high altitude) and an endless string of the
Expeditions worldwide. He was also a prominent activist in UK
rock climbing putting up routes of the top grades all over the
country.
'After being a VP of the Club in 2000, I felt that I could now do

the top job and more importantly I wanted to. I am an old 
fashioned believer in service and putting something back.. This
is an organization that needs to thrive for the good of British
mountaineering so I was definitely up for it.'

Next I asked him what he thought was the main purpose
of the AC.

'To be there for British mountaineers, represent them on an
official and international level and continue to bring the past
and the present together. I want the Club to continue to 
preserve our fantastic climbing heritage and promote British
alpine activism. It's about people first and the community of
climbers but we are literally the custodians of the past and that

needs to be preserved and made more visible and accessible to climbers. The Club is really valued by its members and
I am determined in my term as President  to make it more appreciated and well regarded by the entire climbing 
community. ' 

This led on to a discussion of what he thought was the relevance of the AC to modern mainstream climbing. 
'The thing about the AC' he said, 'is that it has always been there throughout the years and at the end of each year the

incredible AC Journal is produced. At one time a must for passing on information of  AC members activities to the 
mountaineering world and now possibly the best marketing tool we have to encourage new members to get involved
and join the club.  The AC has been going on for long before our living memory and my job is to ensure that the Club is
considered relevant today when lots of climbers don't see the value of many of our more venerable institutions. The AC
has been able to reinvent itself in the past to appeal to evolving attitudes - look at the development of the ACG in the
50's and 60's and the production of our fantastic range of alpine guide books which completely revitalised the Club. Talk
about being relevant! Everyone who was anyone wanted to be a member then. I think my job now is to help the AC to
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adapt to today's very different environment which requires a big effort to 
establish what we are about to a new generation. This year we are going to
focus on membership despite our numbers being at their highest ever
(over1400) as we want to recruit activists from all ends of the climbing spectrum.
We will reconsider how we go about  our guide book activities - I have asked
Mike Mortimer (a Yorkshire man tha’ knows) to do an in- depth review of our
guide book position and its future so the committee can decide on how we fit
into a desperately competitive publishing environment . The Climbing Fund has
been a great success with the fantastic contribution of First Ascent who has
funded Climbing Fund grants to AC expeditions for the last three years. I would
like to extend this scheme and encourage our active members to really go-for- it
and chose big, ambitious objectives anywhere in the world. Come on, step-up
boys and girls! The other big success area is our meets activities. Toto Grunland
has done a great job in widening our reach over the last few years and now
Dave Wynne-Jones is bringing his enthusiasm to the role and developing  new
venues - this year we have Bolivia, Lyngen (Norway) and the Pyrenees on the

list as well as the usual alpine and domestic meets.
Finally the Library is currently being freshened up
by Barbara Grigor-Taylor as this is one of our most
valuable assets along with the priceless collection of
paintings, photos and the archive. All are part of the
Club's incredible depth and links with our past 
members achievements. I can't magine why every
keen mountaineer isn't queuing up to join the Club.’

Then we came on to the thorny topic of the
AC's relationship to the BMC. When asked Tut's
response was immediate.

'Discord!  A large proportion of our members support the BMC however the committee is
concerned that the BMC is somewhat cavalier in the way it decides what the AC members
should pay for their relationship with the BMC.  Personally I think there are dangers to being
isolated  and  if the AC were not affiliated to the BMC the club would struggle to be seen as
relevant to the mainstream climbing community. However I think we need to have a properly
balanced relationship with the BMC based on the AC
being an international club rather a domestic one. In
fact I think the future of both organizations would 
benefit greatly from developing much closer ties with
each other  while both retaining their fully independent
status. There are many areas where close 
co-operation between the two clubs would be really
advantageous for British climbers'.

I gather there has been talk of relocating the Club
in a joint development with the BMC. Is there anything in this?

' Yes,  there has been some talk of relocating the club outside London in a joint
deal with the BMC but there has been no further development of this idea.  It is
just one of the possibilities that could happen in the future but it is just that - a
possibility! At present the heart and soul of the Club is still in London but we have
to be alert to new ways of improving the service we gives to our members as more
and more of us live outside London. It's a matter for the future!!'

As we were finishing up Tut pointed out that:
'I not sure that mainstream British mountaineering really appreciates the 
importance of the AC.  We've been going for over 150 years which is a fantastic
record unparalleled across the world. All you have to do is go to France, Germany
or Japan to see the incredibly high regard in which they hold the AC. My job is to
build on this and make sure that the AC is not just a heritage club but one which is
vital, relevant and  proactive in supporting its members and all British climbers
abroad.'

****** Check the Club Website ******
to receive up-to-date information on AC lectures.

Please remember that N & SW Lectures are only held during the winter months
but London Lectures (General Meetings of the Alpine Club!) are normally held

on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month.

Tut starting the 2nd pitch on the 1st
winter ascent of Red Slab on Cloggy.

Tut traversing left out of the Great
Corner on the Philipp-Flamm

route on the Civetta

Tut (as a young ACG’er with
a different haircut!) on  top of

the Jorasses after the first
British one day ascent of the

Croz Spur. 1969
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help!
Volunteers

Needed

The AC needs volunteers to assist
with the running of 55 Charlotte Road.
Volunteers need to live within reach

of the office and be willing to get their
hands dirty with odd jobs such as
decoration, moves of furniture and

minor repairs, oversee small
refurbishment projects as well as

deal with the occasional emergency
and ensure that everything is 

functionning properly. 
We would also welcome anyone

who has electrical, plumbing and 
carpentry skills who is prepared
to help with the occasional small

job. 
Charlotte Road is an old building

is quite expensive to run and
maintain. This is a way to help
the club in a very direct way to

keep running costs down.
Please contact Judi in the club

office.

This is important so
please respond if

you can.

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Judi at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but the’re  quite a few missing.  And remember that you can also register for Alpinet at

the Club website and can then look up the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to
circulation lists etc.

Useful links:
The AC website has a Links page

devoted to members' own websites.

Anymember who would like details

added should e-mail
links@alpine-club.org.uk. 

Sites can include such things as
mountain training, lecturers' details,

writing, painting, etc. - in fact 
anything to do with mountaineering on

an ongoing basis.  

The
Newsletter

needs 

YOU!
If you have done 
anything exciting

(in the mountains!)
that you think other

members would be inter-
ested in:- 

‘let me know’
The newsletter is the Club’s

premier communication 
channel and  is about the
members and reflects the
entire spectrum of their 

activities.
If it’s worth doing -

let us all know!
Contact the Editor:

newsletter@
alpine-club.org.uk

ALPINE CLUB CLIMBING FUNDALPINE CLUB CLIMBING FUND
Sponsored by Sponsored by First AscentFirst Ascent

Since its inauguration in early 2007, the Alpine Club Climbing Fund has supported the Club's Expeditions to Kyrghistan,

India and the Caucasus, all of which took place in the 150th year anniversary of the Club.  

What may be less well known, however, is that the Climbing Fund also supports private expeditions, provided

that all participants are AC Members or have their applications in process. Successful applicants include the

expeditions led by Mick Fowler to Mananchmo, Carl Reilly to the Eastern Huayhuash, Andy Parkin to the Solo Khumbu,

Simon Yates to the Darwin Range and James Thacker to Machermo.  

Your future private expedition could be on this list!  Details and an application form can be found on the AC web site at

www.alpine-club.org.uk.  The awarding committee plans to review applications twice yearly, in March and September,

although there is no specific deadline for their receipt.  At least three months in advance is advisable.  It should be

noted that successful recipients will be ineligible for consideration for additional awards for a period of three years.

What�s Going On?
Have you been new routeing or

exploring recently? If you have then it
should be in the AJ! 

If you have useful info on your recent
activities then you can contact the AC

area correspondents:

AREA NOTES Editor ~ Paul Knott 

The Alps  -  Lindsay Griffin

Russia & Central Asia -  Paul Knott

Greenland - Derek Fordham

Scottish Winter -  Simon Richardson

Ethiopia -  Pat Littlejohn

India -  Harish Kapadia

Nepal -  Dick Isherwood

China & Tibet  - John Town

North America -  Ade Miller

Cordilleras Blanca and Huayhuash

-  Antonio Gomez  Bohorquez

New Zealand -  Mark Watson

Antarctica -  Nick Lewis

Important


































