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November 2009

The Autumn season rears its head yet again and with it, the
usual round of Annual Dinners.

Last year, | managed to attend pretty much all that the AC were
invited to. Did nothing for my waist line! On the plus side, it was
really good to meet some old friends and an opportunity to make
new ones.

The season ended with the Climbers Club Guide Book Centenary
celebration bash at Shap Wells. A star spangled affair, including
the amazing Alex Huber Show. Excellent turn out.

Re: AC Guide Books: Mike Mortimer recently carried out and in-
depth analysis of our current Guide Book situation. It would appear
we have a large amount of surplus old stock on certain copies.

The committee have agreed that we should sell them off at a greatly reduced price. 'Watch
this space', for bargains to add to your collections.

November 28th diary date for this years AGM / Annual Dinner again at Shap Wells. Next
year, 2010, it will be held back in London as part of a planned rotation. Trying to keep
everyone happy!!

Our Guest Speaker this year will be Jim Donini. Past American Alpine Club President and
well known for his bold and hard climbs in Patagonia and the Karakorum including the 1st
ascent of the Torre Egger, the sister peak to Cerro Torre. Jim has agreed to do a slide show
over the weekend at approx 4pm Saturday afternoon on his climbs and experiences in
Patagonia and the Karakorum.

I was on an expedition to the region in 1973. We made the 1st attempt of Torre Egger but
were defeated by the high level of difficulty and dangerous conditions.

Our other main guest will be Hamish Maclnnes. We have managed to tempt him out of his
beloved Glencoe home to collect his well deserved AC Honorary Membership Certificate that
the dinner.

We also have guests from the Climbers Club, the Pinnacle Club, British Mountain
Guides and the legendary Leeds University Mountaineering Club.

Please come along and help support the club. See enclosed for booking details etc.

This year sadly, four of our Hon Members have died. Arne Naess, Riccardo Cassin and
Dr. Charles Houston. All great mountaineers of their time and a huge loss to
mountaineering communities throughout the world. Our very own Hon Member Bob Lawford
passed away peacefully at his home on the 11th October. Bob was made an Hon Member in
1979 for his immense contribution to the club. Bob gave the club over 60 years of dedicated
service, to which we are all eternally grateful. (Full obituaries will appear in the AJ)

The Club House at Charlotte Rd currently has on display the latest exhibition of paintings by
Jim Curran. Well worth a visit. The exhibition was formally opened on Tuesday 13th
October by Julie Summers, who gave a good account and delivery of Jim's past and present
work. Our continued gratitude to Peter and Jenny Mallalieu for their tireless work providing
the club with these unique collections.

Membership

The committee are keen as ever to attempt to increase our membership. Any suggestions
would be greatly appreciated. Maybe another mention to your climbing mates. Again!!

Reminding them the value of keeping this wonderful Alpine Club of ours alive and kicking
and that they can join in either of 3 categories: Full member, Aspirant member or Associate, a
very important category that we could possible build on
See you all at the AGM / Dinner November 28th, Shap Wells.

Paul ‘Tut’ Braithwaite, AC President.

Cover: Paul McWhinney on the traverse of the north ridge of the Weisshorn by Tony Westcott
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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LoNDON MEETINGS - SW MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES

London Venue
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings
Lectures start at 7.30pm

Tuesday 27th October - Reine-Marie
Faure: The Life & Travels of James
David Forbes

Reine-Marie is a geographer who has
extensively researched the life and
travels of the Scottish mountaineer
James David Forbes. In this lecture she
will focus on one of Forbes' most
productive summers. In 1842 he not only
crossed the Col du Geant from
Courmayeur to Montenvert in a
remarkable 15 hours, but by zig-zagging
between Chamonix and Zermatt he also
mapped the Mer de Glace and the
Alpine massif between these two major
resorts.

Thursday 5th November - Mount
Everest Foundation Lecture at the
RGS

A lecture by explorer, broadcaster and
author, Paul Rose at the RGS and in aid
of the Mount Everest Foundation

Tuesday 10th November. James
Thacker and Andy Turner: Mixed
Emotions on Phari Lapcha

In November 2008 James and Andy
visited the popular Gokyo Valley in
Nepal with the aim of making an alpine
style ascent of the North Face of Phari
Lapcha, 6017m. Unfortunately,
unconsolidated snow resulted in retreat
and uncertainty as quite what to do next.
The result was the third ascent of the
fantastic Snotty's Gully on

the adjacent Dawa Peak
(or Phari Lapcha West).

SW Venue

Upper room of the Nova Scotia,
Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJ
Lectures start at 7.30pm

SOUTH WEST VENUE:-

Upper Room of the Nova Scotia,
Cumberland Basin, Hotwells, Bristol,
BS1 6XJ
The Nova Scotia Hotel is a
well-known Bristol landmark, situated
at the western end of the Floating
Harbour, with ample local parking and
good beer. Lectures start at 7.30pm.
The AC SW Regional
organisers are Colin Knowles,

NORTHERN LECTURE VENUE:

Northern Venue

The Outside Cafe
Hathersage
Lectures start at 7.30pm

'Outside Cafe', Hathersage,
Derbyshire on Wednesdays at
7.30pm o
Anyone who has an interesting trip
that they are prepared to lecture
on Is invited to contact
Edward Douglas

Tony Westcott and Craig Cook

Didn’t he do well!
AC member Nick
Colton’s route on
the N Face of the
Droites is
chosen for a
write-up as
“Ma voie
preferee” by
prestigous
French
mountaineer
Frederic
Gentet in
French
magazines
La Montagne
&

Alpinisme.

Now that’s fame!

2009

Tuesday 17th November. Dave
Wynne-Jones & Adele Long: MOUNT
KENYA & BOLIVIA

Our Meets Secretary, Dave Wynne-
Jones, with Adele Long on MOUNT
KENYA & BOLIVIA give accounts of two
of this year’s overseas trips; Adele will
describe the Mount Kenya trip in
January and Dave will cover the Bolivia
trip in July. Dave’s also keen to hear any
ideas for future AC meets, so put your
thinking hats on and start dreaming!
2010

Tuesday 26th January. Simon Clark:
THE FIRST ASCENT OF Pumasillo: an
account of the Cambridge Andean
Expedition of 1957.

Pumasillo (20,490 ft) lies in the
Cordillera Vilcabamba of Central Peru
and in 1957 was considered to be the
highest unclimbed peak in the Americas
. It had never been attempted and,
indeed, had only been approached for
the first time the year before, by George
Band’s Huagaruncho party. The first
ascent, on 23rd July 1957, was a
significant achievement in the
Alpine Club’s Centenary
Year. Simon, as joint
leader, with six other
climbers had first to spend
anxious weeks opening a
route to the elusive
Pumasillo, amidst the majestic
scenery of the Vilcabamba.
They then commenced the
climb proper, up the West Face.
This proved a

formidable task, with ever more
difficult snow and ice problems
culminating

finally in the spectacular summit
ridge.

Tuesday 23rd February. Mike
Pinney: THE COMPLETE 4000M
PEAKS OF THE EUROPEAN ALPS
Mike completed the set with Jeff
Harris in 2007 and lived to tell the story
— but only just!

A small contribution is
requested to cover costs.

Wednesday 11th November. James
Thacker: Mixed Emotions on Phari
Lapcha.

In November 2008 James Thacker and
Andy Turner visited the popular Gokyo
Valley in Nepal with the aim of making
an alpine style ascent of the North Face
of Phari Lapcha (6017m). Unfortunately,
unconsolidated snow resulted in retreat
and uncertainty what to do next. The
result was the third ascent of the
fantastic Snotty's Gully on the adjacent
Dawa Peak (or Phari Lapcha West).

Sunday 22nd November at Kendal
Film Festival. James Thacker: Mixed
Emotions on Phari Lapcha.

There will be lectures by the AC, MEF,
and BMC 4pm to 6pm. The AC lecture
will be given by our member James
Thacker.

Wednesday 16th December. Steve
Dean: The Life of Colin Kirkus.
Steve Dean, biographer of Colin Kirkus,
gives an overview of the life of one of
British climbing's key figures. 2010 is
the centenary of Colints birth and Steve
will describe the important contribution
he made to the sport in the decade
before the Second World War.

Wednesday 17th March. Andy Cave:
The THIN WHITE LINE

The lecture will be based on the sequel
to his award-winning book Learning to
Breathe, in which he takes us from the
Peak District to the Himalayas, from
Norway to Patagonia and from the
European Alps to Alaska, in the
company of many of today’s leading
mountaineers and climbers. Andy will
describe the personal challenges he had
to overcome to return to extreme
climbing, following the death of his
climbing partner Brendan on
Changabang. He was born into a mining
family, has a PhD in socio-linguistics and
is an IFMGA international mountain and
ski guide.

Don’t forget to check the Club Website

to receive up-to-date information on AC lectures. London Lectures (General Meetings of the Alpine Club!) are
normally held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at Charlotte Road.
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AC CLIMBING FUND

Sponsored by First Ascent

The Climbing Fund supports private expeditions, provided that all participants are AC Members . .

Your future private expedition could be on this list! Details and an application form can be found on the AC web site at

www.alpine-club.org.uk. The awarding committee plans to review applications twice yearly, in March and September,
although there is no specific deadline for their receipt. At least three months in advance is advisable. It should be
noted that successful recipients will be ineligible for consideration for additional awards for a period of three years.

The Club has a small bunkroom in the club house basement containing four bunks for the use of members, aspirants and associates. There are no
cooking facilities however there are several restaurants and cafes nearby. The Bunkroom is normally open except when the office is closed for the long
Christmas and summer breaks. We cannot accept bookings from members for Friday and Saturday nights if they would be occupying the bunkhouse
alone as the Club cannot provide any emergency response over weekends. There is currently no heating in the bunkhouse at night but there are a few
blankets. Users must bring a sheet sleeping bag and are advised to bring a warm sleeping bag in winter.
Bookings must be made with the Club Administrator, 0207 613 0755( Administrator).
As the Office is only manned on Tuesdays and Thursdays, bookings need to be made well in advance so that arrangements can be made for users to
obtain a set of keys and instructions. There is no charge for the bunkroom. However, an advance deposit of twenty pounds is required for the keys.
Keys must be returned within five working days of use. Regular users may apply for a set of keys o retain for their own use.
While in occupation, members are responsible for the security of the building and have an obligation to familiarize themselves with evacuation
instructions and Health and Safety requirements. Users, particularly sleeping alone, must not suffer any hearing, visual, or mobility impairments that
might affect their ability to recognize an alarm signal and delay their exit from the building in an emergency.

| March "Canoeing around the Farne
Help' Newsletter|| Islands?

Volunteers Deadline || Birdwatching on the Fairisle?

Needed Ice Climbing in the Tatras?

_ || Febuary 23t 2000 | poack Climbing in China?
The AC needs volunteers to assist Please continue to /N A ! .
with the running of 55 Charlotte Road. | | send me your climbs, Al INISmM In h||e7 NeW
\olunteers need to live within reach of experiences . . '
the office and be willing to get their XF : Outemg In Nepa|')
hands dirty with odd jobs such as opinions, letters '
decoration, moves of anything! Please!! .
furniture and minor repairs, oversee yinng _ What meets would you like the
small Send to: Club to be running?
ihteomraememmyrend || D1CK TUFNDULL, 1 e o wnat kind of meet you would
ensure that everything is functionning | | Cabrachan, Sir William Hill like to see, please get in touch with
: Rd, Grindleford, Dave Wynne-Jones, Meets Secretary
We would also welcome anyone (Contact details in the handbook & email on
|
who has elelc(;_tl?calhplgmblng anéj Hope Valley, alpinet). Start thinking about 2010 now.
tﬂﬂfg%ﬁ e S S32 2HS AND... perhaps you'd like to run one?
job. Tel: 01433 630970 Club meets depend on members stepping forward
Charlotte Road is an old building E il: as meet co-ordinators. This need not be onerous &
is quite expensive to run and mall: can be a lot of fun, and the club recognises the

maintain. This is a way to help the efforts of meet co-ordinators by making a
club Irr]ua:1 \rﬁ% %lggg \éVg\),/wt]O keep |[NEWS I ete r@ contribution towards their expenses. Details can be
SOV = found about the current rates on the AC website, as
Please CO”%%iggd' inthe club al p | n e- well as information about the whole process of
' co-ordinating meets.

Thisisimportantso |(club.or g.u K|l Don'tforget the more exploratory open

please respond if expeditions also attract grants from the
AC Climbing Fund

E-Mail ADDRESSES

If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Amber at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk
We already have them for most members, but the're quite a few missing. And remember that you can also register for Alpinet at

the Club website and can then look up the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to
circulation lists etc.

Page 4



AC MeeTs 2010

AC Meets programme 2010

16th to 23rd January - France: Argentiere la Bessee Ice Climbing Meet (jointly with Groupe de Haute
Montagne) Details: Gus Morton cagmorton@gmail.com or Frangoise Call. francoisecall@yahoo.co.uk

“This is to remind you or letting you know about this ice climbing meet we are organising in Argentiere la Bessee dur-
ing the week of 16th January. The AC ice climbing meet has been going for the past 5 years. In 2010 we will run it for the first
time with the GHM.

Accommodation will be in a gite with our evening meals provided - 30 euros per night. Small dorms 2 to 8 people.

Nearest airports are Grenoble or Turin. There is a bus from Grenoble to Argentiere la Bessee. From Turin, it is more complicated,
involving a train and a bus. More practical would be for participants to share rental cars. A number of us will already be based in the
Alps and therefore can help with some airport pick ups and local transport. As soon as you let us know you are interested, we will put

you in touch with some you might want to share transport with.

We have had very good contact with the local community. They are going to keep the road to Fournel free of snow specially for
us so that we can drive to the climbing site (avoiding one hour and a half of walking!). We can also have at our free disposal

some projection equipment should some of you wish to entertain us with a slide show. The local expert guide Gerard Pailheret will

also be there to give us beta on climbs and conditions. Even the local rescue has been forwarned!
Hope to see lots of you at this meet. It should be fun!” Francoise.

12th-13th February weekend -Scottish Winter Meet, Potteries Bunkhouse, Laggan. 12th-13th Feb.
Scottish winter meet booked at the popular Potteries Bunkhose in Laggan midway between the Nevis Range and the Cairngorms with
Creag Meagaidh on the doorstep. Lots of opportunities for winter climbing, walking and ski-touring. Martin Gillie (0131 4401528) .

26th June-10th July 2010 - Early Season Alpine Meet, Cogne

Why not come to Val D’Aosta in the Italian Alps to sample the splendid climbing in the mountains of Cogne? Popular in the 197th
century and with modern-day ice-climbers, this area has been almost forgotten by British alpinists but is an excellent early season
venue. There are many peaks in the range 3500-4000m with routes of all types and grades, mostly accessed from small bivouac
huts. Obvious targets include La Grivola, Herbetet and the Gran Paradiso from an unusual (and much superior) side. Based at
Camping Lo Stambecco in Valnontey. Details and further information from Martin Gillie, 0131 4401528. m.gillie@ed.ac.uk

1st - 19th February 2010
AC Chile Meet

For anyone interested in climbing in
South America here is a reminder about the
AC Meet that the Club intends to hold in Chile in
2010. The proposed dates for this meet are 1-19
February since this is the ideal climbing period for
this part of the Andes. We are exceptionally lucky
on thisparticular meet to have the benefit of two
people who know the country well, Mike Soldner
and Carlos Bascou. Carlos, of course, is a Chilian
national and lives in the country. The plan is to fly to
Santiago and from there make the short journey to
the rarely visited Tupungato Valley close to the
Argentinian border. A one to two day hike assisted by
mules will then take us to base camp. Mike has
posted details on the AC web site. This is a rare
opportunity to climb in an area fairly close to
Aconcagua yet without the crowds. At 6,570m,
Tupungato is the third highest mountain in the Central
Cordillera of Argentina/Chile but there are many other
objectives in this beautiful area; ranging from trekking peaks through technical climbing to first ascents. Free electronic 1:200K
Russian maps are available through the Club via Derek Buckle for those who are interested in attending this meet, but please
contact Mike Soldner if you are interested or would like further information. Mike Soldner 07798 903582

24th July to 8th August - 2010 Joint Alpine Meet: AC/CC/FRCC/ABMSAC
Bregaglia/Bernina, Vicosoprano. Mike Pinney mikepinney@aol.com.

Autumn 2010 - Joint Meet with Himalayan Club

This is planned to be a mixed exploratory expedition of 3 weeks (4 for some). Some will trek whilst others will hopefully climb one or
two unclimbed peaks. Himalayan expert (and AC Hon member), Harish Kapadia will be suggesting some locations.

Anyone interested either in climbing virgin peaks or trekking in the Indian Himalaya please get in touch with Martin Scott -
martin@greatscott.ms 020 7722 3687

Useful links:

The AC website has a Links page devoted to members' own websites. Any memberwhowould like details added should e-mail
links@alpine-club.org.uk.
Sites can include such things as mountain training, lecturers' details, writing, painting, etc. in fact anything to do with
mountaineering on an ongoing basis.

I
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LETTERS

Guide book etiquette

Dear Honourable Editor, (that's how to get published! Ed.)

Having enjoyed five wonderful seasons on Mount Kenya my eyes tit up when | spotted the article "No Picnic on Mt. Kenya" in the
July 2009 Newsletter. | opened a can of beer and settled down to read the article - five minutes later | set it aside with a feeling
of disappointment and injustice.

Whilst | could well understand the Team's disappointment, having travelled so far not to achieve their ambitions, | was disgusted
with their constant criticism of lain Allan's excellent Guidebook. Together with lan Howell (who also made a valuable
contribution to the Guidebook), lain Allan must know Mount Kenya better than any other living mountaineers and is hardly likely to
have given "inaccurate" and "misleading" descriptions of the routes. In fact, having enjoyed the privilege of climbing many of the
routes described | can personally confirm the accuracy of the information he provides. Of course it may have helped if the Team had
remembered that Mount Kenya lies astride the Equator and with climate change there has been a significant recession of the glaciers
accompanied by inevitable rock fall over the past fifteen years or so which could well affect the detail of some of the pitches on
certain routes.

I could not help but compare my own recent experience with a Guidebook and reactions to it, with that of the Mount Kenya Team.
In July my Son and | climbed the Lauper Route on the Eiger as a training climb for Big Brother next door. With a pre-dawn start
we did fine up until the Wandfl~ but thereafter completely lost the Guidebook directions so just followed our instincts and with much
fun and laughter completed this excellent route in good time. That evening, over a few beers in the Alpigien we got the Guidebook out
and compared it with the route we had taken - only to find that with the exception of one or two pitches we had probably blazed a
new route up the North-East Face and North Rib! Now wasn't that a lot more fun than "cursing the guide book" for its "inaccurate
descriptions" and "misleading information"? Criticism of the Guidebook never entered our minds - we knew jolly well that it was our
own lack of attention! Thefollowing day we set off up the Eigerwand which was hugely enjoyable and which we completed with one
Bivvi. We took one wrong turn (me! Eiger Tigers will guess where) and in extricating myself from the cul-de-sac discovered a
wonderful ancient piton and rusty karabiner which | removed and now enjoys pride of place amongst my mountaineering memorabilia
- a rich reward for failing to follow the Guidebook! | cannot help feeling that our reactions towards Guidebooks is much more in
keeping with the spirit of mountaineering than that of the Mount Kenya Team. Incidentally their animal recognition skills appear to be
no better than their route recognition - there are no Water Buffalo in Kenya, they are in fact the lovely Cape Buffalo, (Syncerus caffer).
In conclusion | do sincerely hope that the Mount-Kenya team, having so unjustly and publicly criticised a fellow AC member's
excellent Guidebook will, on reflection, offer an equally public apology.
Yours sincerely, John Edwards

The AC Handbook and Identity theft
Dear Ed,

Having just received my Alpine Club 2009 Members' Handbook which is, no doubt, fairly expensive for the Alpine Club to produce
and distribute, | had the following thought. In these days of identity theft becoming ever more prevalent, is the Members' Handbook
really necessary. When AC members receive their new Handbook, they will (presumably) dispose of the old one. This means that a
thousand or more Handbooks, containing names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses, will be thrown away - with all
the very real dangers that this entails. Identify fraud really worries me. | shred everything with personal details on it before it goes
into the recycling bin. But | cannot do anything about the thousand plus copies of the 2007 (and earlier) editions of the AC Members'
Handbook which will soon be (or are) on refuse dumps all over the world. Now that many members have computers, could not
member details be kept on a central data base which only AC members could access? This would reduce greatly the number of
hard copies required and would, moreover, save the Club a considerable sum in production and postage costs.

| have read with interest what has been written about the BBC's recent mountaineering output. Ben Fogle's Extreme Dreams would
be better titled "Extreme Hyperbole" - to those, like us, in the know, it is largely drivel but an excellent example of how not to lead
expeditions. Graham Bell's High Altitude is also expensive rubbish - an ego trip for Bell wasting very large sums of licence-payers'
money. However, Griff Rhys Jones' Mountains was of good quality. (I have tried, unsuccessfully, to persuade Griff Rhys Jones - who
was at Emmanuel College, Cambridge when | was a stuident there - to apply for Associate Member status.) Griff indicated, in a June
2008 e-mail, that a further series - Alpine based - was a possibility. Let's hope so.

Nigel Gates

The Alpine Journal - 2009 and beyond

"Nothing was ever lost by delay.” Well you may agree with Graham Greene (Heart of the Matter) or you may not, but
delay | am afraid there will be in the 2009 Alpine Journal. We were on track for publication in late November, as per last year, but
unfortunately Peter Hodgkiss, a lynchpin of the whole AJ operation, has been taken seriously ill.

Peter, a long-standing AC member, has, through his company Ernest Press, overseen the publication of the AJ since 1993. For this
latest journal he also took over the typesetting and layout, following the retirement, as production editor, of Johanna Merz. The Club
has been extremely lucky in having members with the expertise to carry out these technical roles and their willingness to do the work
has, for years, kept the AC insulated from the 'real world' cost of book publication.

With Peter hors de combat - at the time of writing he is beginning a gruelling round of chemotherapy - the Club committee has
bowed to the inevitable and agreed to pay for professional typesetting and layout services. As a result, Bernard Newman, former
editor of Climber and Mountain magazines, has been recruited as production editor and has begun work. The value of still having a
mountain-savvy person dealing with production and able to spot any Rum Doodle type howlers is inestimable.

A delay of a few months is now most likely. If that seems rather vague, it is partly because much depends on where the AJ is
printed. If it is printed in China as in recent years, then we have to allow five weeks or so for shipment to the UK. Then again,
although the Chinese price looks competitive at the moment, last year the print bill came in at £3,000 more than anticipated because
of the collapse of Sterling against the Hong Kong dollar. So there is always a calculation to be made - one we hope will continue to
be handled for the AJ by Peter Hodgkiss as publisher.

The trade-off for spending money on production services is that it has to be saved elsewhere. In these uncertain times, our
treasurer, Rupert Baron, is maintaining a tight rein. However as a consequence of the delay in the 2009 AJ, a hefty saving is
possible by a rescheduling of future journals. Thus, after the 2009 AJ, the next will be a 2010/2011 volume pencilled in for September
2011. It is, of course, only a one-off saving but with printing and distribution of the AJ running at some £15,000 an issue, it should
offset the new production costs for several years.

Two things in conclusion: first, whatever the delay | think the 2009 AJ will have the best content of any in my editorship (so far six
years before the mast!); and second, I'm sure every AC member would wish Peter all strength through this difficult period of
treatment. Stephen Goodwin, AJ editor.
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Driven crazy by the
pressures of Alpine
Journal editorship, Steve
Goodwin cavorts
beneath a giant tin statue
of Edward Whymper that
recently appeared by the
hairpin bends on the busy
N94 above 'Argentiere-la-
Bessée on the edge of
the Ecrins.

“The British alpinist
Edward Whymper climbs
the Barre des Ecrins”
proclaims the plaque,
though its Pelvoux he
gazes upon. The statue
was erected to mark the
centenary of the Bureau
des Guides des Ecrins
and creates something of
a traffic hazard as tourist
swing off the highway to
check out the rust-hued
figure.

\_— Mike Banks

Mike is one of our most senior and most distinguished climbers - Rakaposhi
in 1958 with Tom Patey amongst other highlights. At the age of 77 he climbed the Old Man of
Hoy toraise money for charity. As a Commando officer, Polar explorer and Himalayan
mountaineer, his climbing and mountaineering achievements have been outstanding. Life has
now hit him very hard. Aged 86, he has Alzheimer's disease in an advanced state so that he
barely recognises his friends. His wife, Pat, has died and there are no living relations in contact
with him.
| have privately contacted a number of his friends and former climbing companions but if
there are other members who might be able to help please do get intouch for further details.
Richard Sykes
My phone numbers are 0117 973 8317 and (for much of
September) 01646672205 and email:
richardsykes@blueyonder.co.uk
A further note from John Cleare -
‘Barrie Biven and | see Mike quite often - Barrie driving down
from Lincolnshire to do so (they are old Cliff Assault Wing bud-
dies of course ) and although he suffers badly from Alzheimer's and is, thankfully perhaps, not very
aware of what's going on, Mike does enjoy stimulating company and going out for a pub lunch or
supper. Thus | have come to know his carer - Jean Douglas - very well. Jean does a marvellous
job,handleseverything for him and organises his life. Jean is keen to encourage members and old
chums to visit Mike but asks that they PLEASE CONTACT HER FIRST to avoid possible
embarrassment all round. Her contact details are:

jean.douglas2@btinternet.com or telephone 0117-973-9815

Hearts at High Altitudes

Thursday 5 November from 2.00-3.30pm
As part of National Pathology Week 2-8 November, the Royal College of Pathologists is pleased to present the lecture, Hearts at
High Altitude at the Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR
Climbing a mountain challenges the heart and circulation to cope with lower levels of oxygen at high altitude. Find out about the
body's remarkable ability to adapt to changing environmental conditions.
Speakers:
Mike Soldner, mountaineer - Mike climbed Nanga Parbat in the Himalayas in 2007 and is a Principal Environmental Consultant, URS
Dr Simon Gibbs, - Simon is a Cardiologist at Hammersmith Hospital London, and lecturer and researcher in mountain medicine.
Dr Mary Sheppard. Mary works as Cardiac Pathologist at the Royal Brompton Hospital, London
The discussion will be chaired by Professor Peter Furness, President of the Royal College of Pathologists.
Tickets:£5. www.nationalpathologyweek.org
E maxine.mantle@rcpath.org T 020 7451 6714

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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WADDINGTON TRAVERSE

Jester Peak & Cavalier Mt. from Dais Gl. camp

COUNTRY!
M.AM.B.A JVERSE of Mt WADDINGTON

_ATR

1st - 17th May 2009

The helicopter deposited skis, rucsacs,
bags of food and fuel, Roger and myself
just above the snow line, west of Scar
Mt. close to the Waddington Gl. ice fall.
It took off immediately to pick up the
other four members of the team before
the weather closed in completely. Six of
us had met up in Cambell River,
Vancouver Island two days previously.
We were all members of the A.C. the
A.S.C. and the E.S.C. or various
permutations of these. From Cambell
River we took a water taxi to Rob
Wood's on Maurelle Island. The
following day we continued 50 km to the
head of Bute Inlet and a logging camp
on the Homathko River. Chuck, the
caretaker of the camp took us to
Jewakwa bridge to

rendezvous with the chopper.

Day 1. Up at 6.30 to melt snow
and break camp and then get to
grips with our pulks. The word
pulk is a bit of an exaggeration,
we were using a Canadian
invention called a 'crazy carpet'
- a sheet of thick polythene that
you put your gear in lace into a
sausage shape and tow behind
you. With big rucsacs and
towing our C.Cs we set off in
poor weather and visibility to
skirt south and west of Pivot
Dome and cross an unnamed
col to descend to the
Waddington GI.

Approaching the summit of Jester Col, Mystery
Pass & Ice V alley in background. Photo. Roger

Upton

Anna & George camp on Jubiiee Gl. Confederation Gl. in doud

Waddington Gl and
beyond to the
Homathko ice field.
We descended to
the glacier and the
good visibility
enabled us to find
a route up the true
right bank,
avoiding the major
crevasse zones
and make camp
just below Mystery
Pass. The
weather closed in
again.

Phil near summit of Mt. Chris S pencer, | Day 4. More poor
Tiederman Gl. in background.
Photo: Roger Upton

weather, but we
decided to

Day 2. Tent bound in a
complete whiteout.

Day 3. Clearing weather
gave us good views over the

continue over the
pass at 2760m. Descending the steep,
heavily crevassed west side of the pass
turned into a bit of a pantomime. Skiing
roped together is difficult at the best of
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