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AREA NOTES

 Editor ~ Paul Knott 

The Alps  -  Lindsay Griffin

Russia & Central Asia - 

Paul Knott

Greenland - Derek Fordham

Scottish Winter -  Simon

Richardson

Ethiopia -  Pat Littlejohn

India -  Harish Kapadia

Nepal & Pakistan-  Dick

Isherwood

China & Tibet  - John Town

North America -  Ade Miller

Cordilleras Blanca and

Huayhuash

-  Antonio Gomez  Bohorquez

Argentine Andes - 

Marcelo Scanu 

New Zealand -  Kester Brown

Antarctica -  Nick Lewis

Dear All,

Early season arctic conditions in Europe and the UK have provided
some exciting climbing and a good base for the winter ahead.  
Don't forget to send your route reports and photos for publication in the
newsletter.
Sadly we have lost the following members in recent weeks:

Chris Astill died from injuries incurred when caught in an avalanche on
Liathach, Scotland on the 30th Dec 09.  
John Edwards, 19th Jan 2010 - well respected member since 1982.
Aged 76
Peter Hodgkiss, 31st Jan 2010,  aged 73  - Joint publisher of the AJ  since 1993.  During his life, Peter was a
very active climber particularly in Scotland and the Alps, he also did a great deal of valuable work with other UK
clubs on guide book production. He will be missed by all involved with the journal.
Our Honorary Member and 1953 Everest Expedition Photographer Alfred Gregory, Greg to his friends, died

on the 8th Feb 2010 at a grand old age of 96, born 12th Feb 1913.  Full obituaries will follow in the AJ.
Our condolences to family's and friends from all at the AC.
The club's membership continued to increase at a steady rate and Tom Hornbein has accepted our offer of

Honorary Membership.  Below is an excerpt from Tom's reply to my letter offering him Hon membership :
“Tut,  What a way to begin a grayish day with a tease of promised snow beginning outside.

This, coming on the heels of my wondrous Kendal orgy, visiting old friends, making new ones, and putting faces
to names that have been legends for so long, is almost more than an incipient elder can bear, but YES, I'm 

honoured, hugely honored (American spelling!), to be an Honorary Member of THE Alpine Club.  Coming from
the likes of those mentioned below, makes it all the more special.  Tom”

We have a new administrator at Charlotte Rd,  Iwonna Hudowski. Iwonna is married to Tadeusz, our 
librarian.  Both are mountaineers and keen rock climbers.  See Tad's eyes light up when he talks about their
recent visits to the steep limestone sport climbs in the South of France on-sighting French 6c.

The office will now be fully staffed by Tad and Iwonna on Tue, Wed & Thursdays and will be closed Mondays
and Fridays.

May I take this opportunity to thank  Amber who has moved on to pastures new.  She did a sterling job filling
a very important gap as our administrator.
This year's meets got off to a good start.  The ice climbing meet in Argentiére la Bessée in France was well

attended with very good conditions.  To quote our Hon Newsletter Editor Dick Turnbull who was on the meet:-
"Great meet, good climbing, well organised, good social.  What more can you want .  Mind you, there are some
old odd-ball eccentrics in the AC!"     Takes one to know one Dick!!!!
The Chile meet is well underway, again a good attendance.  Thanks to Gus Morton, Mike Soldner,

Francoise and of course Dave Wynne-Jones. Check out the AC website for future meets this year.
Our members continue to be extremely active around the world.  In 2009, David Mellor, age 68 made a 

successful ascent of Manaslu, 8163 metres (first climbed in 1956 by a strong Japanese team).  In Nov, Andy
Houseman with Nick Bullock climbed a bold technical new route on Chang Himal, 6802 metres.  The 1800
metre route graded ED + M6 done in the purist style.
Also in the greater ranges, Don Bowie climbed Broad Peak solo in winter, plus ascents of K2 and

Gasherbrum 3 & 4.  Who says the AC is full of grey haired old has-beens!  I'm pleased to admit there are still a
few of us around!!
For those planning future trips, don't forget the AC Expedition Fund which is kindly sponsored by First Ascent,

importers of top quality climbing equipment.  See the AC website for details of how to apply.
The club is currently selling off Guidebooks at £5 each.  We have extremely high stock levels of old copies,

see back page for details.  The offer is open to just AC members at the moment.
I am pleased to announce that we have 2 new Vice Presidents, Derek Buckle and Simon Yates, plus 4 new

committee members.  Anna Lawford, Tracey Quine, Duncan Tunstall and John Porter and a co-opted
Martin Scott. Welcome onboard.  Many thanks to those standing down, your hard work is greatly appreciated.

An error from the last newsletter - I credited Bob Lawford with 60 years service to the club. In fact it was 40
years.  Sorry Bob.

Yours,  Paul Braithwaite, President 

P.S. Dairy dates: AC 2010 Annual Dinner, Saturday 4th Dec. London venue TBC, with AGM on Fri 3rd.
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AC Climbing Fund
is supported by

It’s vital not to lose your head
when you’re on top!

Cover photo: A guide and client on Pequeno Alpamayo photo: D W-Jones.
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Don’t forget to check the Club Website
to receive up-to-date information on AC lectures.  London Lectures (General Meetings of the Alpine Club) are

normally held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at Charlotte Road.

London Venue
55/56 Charlotte Road

General and Informal meetings

Lectures start at 7.30pm 

SW Venue
Upper room of the Nova Scotia,

Hotwells, Bristol, BS1 6XJ

Lectures start at 7.30pm

Northern Venue
The Outside Cafe

Hathersage                 

Lectures start at 7.30pm

A small contribution is 
requested to cover costs. 

LONDON MEETINGS - SW MEETINGS - NORTHERN LECTURES

SOUTH WEST VENUE
Upper Room of the Nova Scotia,

Cumberland Basin, Hotwells, Bristol,
BS1 6XJ

The Nova Scotia Hotel is a 
well-known Bristol landmark, situated

at the western end of the Floating
Harbour, with ample local parking and
good beer. Lectures start at 7.30pm. 

The AC SW Regional 
organisers are Colin Knowles, 
Tony Westcott and Craig Cook

NORTHERN LECTURE VENUE
'Outside Cafe',  Hathersage,

Derbyshire on Wednesdays at
7.30pm 

Anyone who has an interesting trip
that they are prepared to lecture 

on is invited to contact 
Edward Douglas

Tuesday 9th March. Paul Braithwaite:
Small Expeditions 70's Style.
The Club's President, Paul Braithwaite will be
describing some of his expeditions made in
the 1970's. These include: the 1st Ascent of
the East Pillar of Mt. Asgard on Baffin Island
with Doug Scott, Paul Nunn and Dennis
Hennek, the 1st Attempt on Torre Egger, and
the 1st Ascent of the Aig Innominata, one of
the last unclimbed subsidiary Peaks of the
Fitzroy Group, Patagonia with Leo Dickinson,
Martin Boysen, Eric Jones, Mick Coffey and
the legendary Don Whillans.

Tuesday 23rd March. Roger Smith:
Mountain Flowers of the World
In this talk Roger, who is a biologist and
mountain instructor, will examine the
factors affecting plants at high altitude and
then look more closely at the adaptations that
they have made in order to overcome them.
He will also draw on the associations that
plants make in mountain environments on
each of the seven continents. So for all those
who notice alpine flowers and wonder what
they might be and why they are there this
promises to be an enlightening talk.

Tuesday 13 April 2010:  Gareth Mottram &
Martin Jones. Sarychat: Exploring in the
Kyrgyz Tien Shan: Gareth and Martin, two
members of a team of young mountaineers,
will be describing their self-supported 
expedition to the Kyrgyz Tien Shan mountains
in August 2009. Here they were forced to deal
with the vagaries of Soviet maps and trucks,
Kyrgyz weather, frisbee bread and, of course,
kymzyz. While in Kyrgyzstan they successfully
climbed three new routes and five new 
mountains. They will also be showing the first
panoramic pictures of the Sarychat Valley.

Tuesday 27 April 2010: Jeremy Windsor.
Following The Footsteps - A Journey into
North West Sikkim:( Jeremy is a 2009 
recipient of the AC Climbing Fund.) 
In the autumn of 2009 eight climbers left

Delhi with all of the necessary files and 
documents that were needed to explore the
most distant corner of north west Sikkim. For
the first time in more than seventy five years
permission had finally been granted to retrace
the footsteps of luminaries such as Douglas
Freshfield, Alexander Kellas, Vittorio Sella and
Frank Smythe and explore deep into the
Indian Himalaya.
With the help of the Indo-Tibetan Border

Police and a number of bemused yak owners
the team eventually found their way to peaks
in the Lhonak valley and the remote northern
slopes of Kangchenjunga. This talk not only
describes their journey through Sikkim, but
also the adventures of those pioneers who
had explored this fascinating area before.

Tuesday 25 May 2010.  Duncan
Tunstall. Reliving the 30's. Easy first
ascents on locations close to home.
My first 100 new routes. 

Duncan will describe his move from
repeating classics to making 1st ascents
within easy access of Aberdeen or
Chamonix, all  in the easy grades and
many deserving multiple stars.

Wednesday 17th March. Andy Cave:
The THIN WHITE LINE
The lecture will be based on the sequel to his
award-winning book Learning to Breathe, in
which he takes us from the Peak District to the
Himalayas, from Norway to Patagonia and
from the European Alps to Alaska, in the 
company of many of today’s leading 
mountaineers and climbers. Andy will describe
the personal challenges he had to overcome
to return to extreme climbing, following the
death of his climbing partner Brendan on
Changabang. He was born into a mining 
family, has a PhD in socio-linguistics and is an
IFMGA international mountain and ski guide.

Wednesday 17th March.Phil Wickens
Adventures in the Kingdom of the Ice
Bear.
Inspired by the crossing of Spitsbergen
by Martin Conway (AC President 
1902-4) in 1896, Phil and three 
colleague set out last summer to explore
the glaciers and climb mountains in
Oscar II Land in north-west Spitsbergen.

ALPINE CLUB ANTARCTICAALPINE CLUB ANTARCTICA
EXPEDITION 2010EXPEDITION 2010

24 November - December 21 2010

Co-ordinated

by Phil Wickens

phil_wickens

@hotmail.com

Don’t 
m

iss!

Well done, Dave.
Dave Mellor (AC) climbed Manaslu, 

the 8th highest 8000m peak (his 5th)

on the 28th Sept 2009 at 68 yrs old!

Is he is the oldest of the 240 people

who have climbed it?

Does anyone know?
(more details in July issue.)

British Mountain Guides 
Open Day

at Plas y Brenin on the 22 May
details from www.bmg.org.uk
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help!
Volunteers

Needed
The AC needs volunteers to assist

with the running of 55 Charlotte Road.
Volunteers need to live within reach of
the office and be willing to get their
hands dirty with odd jobs such as

decoration, moving furniture,
minor repairs, overseeing small

refurbishment projects as well as
dealing with the occasional 

emergency and ensuring that 
everything is functionning properly. 
We would also welcome anyone
who has electrical, plumbing and 
carpentry skills who is prepared
to help with the occasional small job. 
Charlotte Road is an old building

is quite expensive to run and
maintain. This is a way to help the
club in a very direct way to keep

running costs down.
Please contact Judi in the club

office.

This is important
so please respond

if you can.

E-Mail ADDRESSES 
If you have an e-mail address, please send it to Iwonna at

admin@alpine-club.org.uk 
We already have them for most members, but the’re  quite a few missing.  And remember that you can also register for Alpinet at

the Club website and can then look up the latest addresses of members and change your own details, sign on to
circulation lists etc.

Bunkroom in the Clubhouse now open!
The Club has a small bunkroom in the club house basement containing four bunks for the use of members, aspirants and associates. The Bunkroom is
normally open except when the office is closed for the long Christmas and summer breaks. We cannot accept bookings from members for Friday and

Saturday nights if they would be occupying the bunkhouse alone as the Club cannot provide any emergency response over weekends. There is
currently no heating in the bunkhouse at night but there are a few blankets. Users must bring a sheet sleeping bag and are advised to bring a warm

sleeping bag in winter. 
Bookings must be made with the Club Administrator, 0207 613 0755( Administrator).

As the Office is only manned on Tuesdays and Thursdays, bookings need to be made well in advance so that arrangements can be made for users to

obtain a set of keys and instructions. There is no charge for the bunkroom. However, an advance deposit of £20 is required for the keys. Keys must

be returned within five working days of use. Regular users may apply for a set of keys to retain for their own use. 

AC CLIMBINGAC CLIMBING FUNDFUND
SponsorSponsored by First ed by First AscentAscent

The Climbing Fund  supports private expeditions, provided that all participants are AC Members . .  
Your future private expedition could benefit!  Details and an application form can be found on the AC web site
at www.alpine-club.org.uk. The awarding committee plans to review applications twice yearly, in March and

September, although there is no specific deadline for their receipt.  Application at least three months in
advance is advisable.  It should be noted that successful recipients will be ineligible for consideration for 

additional awards for a period of three years.

"Canoeing around the 
Farne Islands? 

Birdwatching on the Fairisle? 
Ice Climbing in the Tatras?

Rock Climbing in China?
Alpinism in Chile? 

New Routeing in Nepal?
What meets would you like the

Club to be running?
If you have any ideas about where and when you

would like meets or what kind of meet you would like

to see, please get in touch with 

Dave Wynne-Jones,Meets Secretary
(Contact details in the handbook & email on alpinet).

Start thinking about 2011 now.

AND... perhaps you'd like to run one? 
Club meets depend on members stepping forward as
meet co-ordinators. This need not be onerous & can
be a lot of fun, and the club recognises the efforts of

meet co-ordinators by making a 
contribution towards their expenses. Details can be
found about the current rates on the AC website, as

well as information about the whole process of 
co-ordinating meets. 

Don’t forget the more exploratory open 
expeditions also attract grants from the 

AC Climbing Fund

March
Newsletter 

Deadline
June  18th 2010 

The Newsletter needs

YOU!
The AC wants to know
what it’s members get
up to! Your alpine and
climbing adventures
are of great interest.

Don’t be shy! 

Please send (preferably by

email) your contribution to

the Newsletter Editor: 

Dick Turnbull,
Tel: 01433 630970

Email:

newsletter@
alpine-

club.org.uk

Important

Grants - Money!
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AC MEETS 2010

March 12-13th - Welsh meet - Cwm Glas CC hut in Llanberis Pass. 
We have the whole hut booked that takes 11 people at £15 per head for the weekend. AC members can come early on Thursday
and/or leave on Monday: rate is £9 pp for the extra nights if used.
April - Cheddar and the Mendips – dates tbc – Stuart Worsfold
April 29th – May 20th – Canada – Ski-touring - The Franklin Traverse of the Coast Range in British Columbia.
Stu Gallagher 01913730451 See “M.A.M.B.O. COUNTRY!” in the November issue of the AC newsletter for an account of an attempt
in 2009. Stu Gallagher was so impressed that he is going back in 2010 along with Peter Moody whose idea it was originally for a 14
day self-sufficient traverse of the Mount Waddington range. Further details available.
12th – 26th May - Atlas Mountains (joint ABMSAC/AC)
High Atlas trek including the ascent of Toubkal and three other 4000m summits. Co-ordinator Alasdair Andrews tel 0131 667 1529.
Peak District Meet 2009  21st-23rd May
This year the peak district meet will be held at Stoney Middleton in Derbyshire. Slightly later  than in previous years, but hopefully this
will give us a better chance to get on some dry rock. We will be based at a small hut for 12 with a real fire, and only 200m from the
Moon PH, and on Saturday night we will  arrange a BBQ. Also I will be bring some official Beal rope paint so people can renew their
middle marks for free. If you are interested let me know on 01924 463036 or email to Alpinet address. Steve Hunt
4th - 6th June - Yorkshire/Lancashire
The Yorkshire Ramblers Club have extended an invitation to a joint meet at their Lowstern hut in Clapham.This area of the Yorkshire
Dales offers caving, rock climbing and fell walking. The two previous joint meets were a great success.  To reserve places contact:
Albert Chapman - phone 015242 42556 e-mail albert@scartop.org.uk 
AC Scottish Summer Meet-JMCS Hut "The Smiddy" NW Highlands, 11-13 June 2010
Come and enjoy some of the finest mountain scenery in Great Britain.  10 places for AC members and guests in the JMCS
(Edinburgh) hut at Dundonnell in the NW Highlands (see http://www.edinburghjmcs.org.uk/huts/huts.php).  £12 pp for two nights.
The alpine ridge traverse of An Teallach is on the doorstep, great cragging is close at hand and the famous sea-cliffs of Reiff are 
within striking distance.  For those who feel like a walk there are plenty of Munros for pre-season fitness training!  The plan is to have
an informal pub dinner on the Saturday night in the nearby Dundonnell Hotel (walking distance!)  For those based out of Scotland -it
may be possible to stay longer, and the hut is an easy two hours from Inverness airport.  Contact me at jontymills@doctors.org.uk
or 0131 478 0776.
26th June-10th July 2010 - Early Season Alpine Meet, Cogne
Why not come to Val D’Aosta in the Italian Alps to sample the splendid climbing in the mountains of Cogne? Popular in the 19th 
century and with modern-day ice-climbers, this area has been almost forgotten by British alpinists but is an excellent early season
venue. There are many peaks in the range 3500-4000m with routes of all types and grades, mostly accessed from small bivouac
huts. Obvious targets include La Grivola, Herbetet and the Gran Paradiso from an unusual (and much superior) side. Based at
Camping Lo Stambecco in Valnontey. Details and further information from Martin Gillie, 0131 4401528.
15th-29th July - Caucasus Rock Climbing Meet 
A great opportunity to climb Alpine rock routes in a unusual location in Georgia. No queues, good rock and a chance to network with
local climbers. Co-ordinator: Janis Ventins. Further details available.
17th – 24th July-Mandarfen, Pitztal (joint ABMSAC/AC)
Hotel based meet, D,B&B from 40.5 euros pppn. Co-ordinator - Alasdair Andrews tel 0131 667 1529. Further details available.
24 July to 31 July-Neustift, Stubaital (joint ABMSAC/AC)
Hotel based meet, D,B&B from 41 euros pppn. Co-ordinator - Alasdair Andrews tel 0131 667 1529. Further details available.
24th July to 8th August - 2010 Joint Alpine Meet: AC/CC/FRCC/ABMSAC  Bregaglia/Bernina, Vicosoprano. Mike Pinney.
7th August - 2010 YRC trip to Bolivia’s Quimsa Cruz –three or four weeks. We have received an invitation to join a Yorkshire
Ramblers Club meet in the Quimsa Cruz." The Quimsa Cruz provides a microcosm of the Andes mountains; summits cloaked in 
perpetual snows, sweeping glaciers, granite peaks, multi-coloured lakes, deep gorges, woodlands, old tin mines, an variety of birds
and plants and the mystical (thin) atmosphere of the rugged Andes - unforgettable. The range is the one remaining significant 
mountain group in Bolivia not yet visited by the YRC in the last 30 years.”
The YRC intends about 10 days tourism/acclimatisation trek in to the area before a week or two in an area with considerable new
route potential. Google Imperial Quimsa Cruz Report for an impression of the intended climbing area. 
Anyone who didn't manage last year's AC Andean meet would be welcome to join the party. Expressions of firm interest by the mid
November to Michael Smith (smithjura@hotmail.com 07814010165) would be appreciated though later joining may be practicable."
4th - 12th September – Cornwall – Joint AC/CC meet at the Count House, Bosigran 
Contact Ron or Ruth Chambers - 07890 782636 
September – Scottish dinner meet - dates tbc Co-ordinator needed
22nd & 23rd October - Reunion Meet - George Starkey Hut, Patterdale
An opportunity for all participants in 2010 meets to share memories, slides and data projections as well as getting out on the hill
together again. Mike Pinney 01935 428131.
Autumn 2010 - Joint Meet with Himalayan Club
This is planned to be a mixed exploratory expedition of 3 weeks (4 for some). Some will trek whilst others will hopefully climb one or
two unclimbed peaks. Himalayan expert (and AC Hon member), Harish Kapadia will be suggesting some locations.
Anyone interested either in climbing virgin peaks or trekking in the Indian Himalaya please get in touch with Martin Scott :
martin@greatscott.ms 020 7722 3687
22nd November - 22nd December 2010 - Alpine Club Expedition to the Antarctic Peninsula.
A sail, ski & climbing expedition open to AC members with suitable background experience. Co-ordinator - Phil Wickens. Further
details available.

2011
July-August 2011 - Russian Caucasus - An early date for your diaries

A four week Alpine Club expedition to the Russian Caucasus is currently being planned.  We plan to fly via Moscow to Mineralnyje
Vody and from there to go by road to the Bezingi Valley where we shall be based at the Russian camp. This camp provides easy
access to the Bezingi Basin which offers superb mountaineering opportunities in an impressive alpine environment on peaks rising to
5200m. Shkhara, Jangi-tau, Gestola and Dych-tau are just some of the well-known peaks accessible from the Bezingi Basin and
Friedrich Bender's Classic Climbs in the Caucasus illustrates these and many others. Please contact Derek Buckle if you are 
interested in joining this meet.                                       

Meet co-ordinators can be contacted by email using details in the members handbook or available on Alpinet, while further

detailed information is available from them or by clicking on "Details" links in the Meets listing on the AC website.
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LETTERS

Mt Kenya - a response
Dear Editor,

I hope you will allow me, on behalf of the team of AC & CC members who attended the Kenya meet and who have all had sight
of a draft of this letter, to reply to the criticisms levelled at us in the letter from John Edwards that was published in the November
2009 AC newsletter. As the meet co-ordinator, I signed off the report written by Adele Long and published in the July edition of the 
newsletter as an accurate record of the team's experiences, and I stand by that. Detailed, if brief, evidence is quoted to support 3 of
the references to problems with the guidebook and I can add detail to the fourth which refers to the second day at American Camp.
Tim and Cherrie attempted the Chouinard route on the North Face of Midget peak. The guidebook description reads, "Follow the
crack system leading directly to the summit. A good line with the crux being the first pitch." They reported finding a crack with a very
thin start leading directly to the summit, another more obvious crack to the right but not leading directly to the summit, and a further
crack right of that. I have seen the photo they took and anyone could understand their uncertainty as to which might be the correct
line. They finally worked out the most likely contender by trial and error. A further obvious example is that frequent reference is made
to Kami Hut and Two Tarn Hut in the guidebook. Both no longer exist. We could have supplied a lengthier account of "guidebook
problems" but saw no point in giving the issue that level of emphasis. I would consider our published criticism fair comment, 
tempered as it is with a thread of self-effacing humour that runs through the report but which Mr. Edwards seems to be incapable of
recognising. 

Mr. Edwards' evident outrage seems to be founded upon the unwarranted assumption that in pointing out problems with the 
guidebook's descriptions of the routes we were suggesting that Iain Allan or other guidebook contributors had intended to deliberately
mislead guidebook readers. No one doubts the integrity or conscientiousness of those responsible for the production of the 
guidebook and it is a remarkable achievement for its era, but times change, guidebook publication moves on, and it would be a rash
editor who was prepared to guarantee the accuracy of a guidebook, the bulk of which was written nearly 30 years ago. The current,
fourth, edition was first published in 1981, and one can't help but wonder if the process of accretion as revisions and corrections
were added, in 1990 and subsequently, has been detrimental to the pursuit of clarity. For a sense of perspective I would recommend
a comparison between the Mt. Kenya guide and the Italian topo guides to the Dolomites Arrampicare a Cortina d'Ampezzo e dintorni.
ISBN 88-87272-95-6 & Arrampicare in Val Gardena. ISBN 88-87272-22-0 (German language versions also available) to indicate what
a modern guidebook can achieve.

Nonetheless, Mr. Edwards chooses to state "I can personally confirm the accuracy of the information" based on his experience.
However, he is curiously reticent about the circumstances of his 5 seasons climbing on Mt. Kenya. I suspect it was some time ago
since he offers no specific examples of the effects of climate change over the past 15 years. In addition, most UK based climbers
could never afford 5 seasons on Mt. Kenya, so I also suspect it was during a period of residency in Kenya. This would mean he was
climbing with fellow residents who would have had a familiarity with the mountain that would put Mr. Edwards at a distinct advantage
over the Kenya team in January 2009 who only had the guidebook to go on. Furthermore his evident inability to follow the guidebook
descriptions on Eiger routes is hardly a recommendation as to his judgement with regard to the Mt. Kenya guidebook.

I must confess to finding difficulty in reconciling Mr Edwards' confirmation of the accuracy of the guidebook, with his statement that
"with climate change there has been a significant recession of the glaciers accompanied by inevitable rockfall over the past 15 years
or so that could well affect the detail of some of the pitches of certain routes." Is he contradicting himself, guilty of a breach of his
own "guidebook etiquette?" As a team we were well aware of the effects of climate change: a couloir that had presumably been the
line of a scramble in the past had become an unstable rubble chute; climbs that once started from the level of the glacier had
acquired new starts that would affect both the route description and possibly the grade. These things do not make for accuracy in a
guidebook written decades ago, and we felt a responsibility to fellow members to include something of this in our report.

Whilst none of the team would claim to be new-routing "Eiger tigers" on the strength of an inability to follow consecutive 
guidebook descriptions, we are not the idiots that Mr. Edwards suggests. The team has a wealth of rock climbing experience at UIAA
grades from IV - VI from the sea cliffs of Mingalay to the crags of China whilst Derek Buckle and I have a modest string of first
ascents of new routes and virgin peaks in the greater ranges that can hardly qualify us as guidebook-dependent. Possibly the
weather played its part in the lack of "fun and laughter" as we grappled with route-finding difficulties but it is hard to find more than a

certain grim humour as one clears inches of snow from holds before they can be used whilst recognising the early signs of 
hypothermia. In that context, with a weather pattern that meant we should have been off those routes before the 2pm snowstorms
hit, it is no surprise that we begrudged the time lost trying to make sense of guidebook descriptions. We thought it significant that all
4 climbing teams encountered similar problems whereas that had not normally been the case in our experience of other areas or
other guidebooks. Mr. Edwards makes no reference to the weather and seems to be advocating the abandonment of guidebooks in
pursuit of a "spirit of mountaineering" that seems at best foolhardy and at worst lethal.

I was further intrigued by his assertion that there are no water buffalo in Kenya, since that was exactly the term used to describe
these magnificent beasts by local people. A quick Google search turned up a number of references to African or Cape Water Buffalo,
including a Kenyan website promoting "Water Buffalo Safaris" and www.southafricanartists.com where a certain Kim Coetzee had
entitled one of her paintings Cape Water Buffalo. Although technically a correct distinction, Mr. Edwards' pedantic gibe ignores the
common terminology in use by people who actually live in Africa. A comparison with the North American Bison is instructive: this 
animal was incorrectly but insistently referred to as a buffalo by settlers until the two names have both become accepted. As to the 
question, "What is the difference between a water buffalo and a cape buffalo?" on Yahoo Answers a zoologist came up with: "A water
buffalo is typically wet while a cape buffalo is usually seen wearing a cape."

Finally, I am aware that the Alpine Club has a tradition of dispute. One thinks of the rows between John Tyndall and Leslie
Stephen or Whymper and Coolidge, but I had not thought it continued into the 21st Century. Equally, I was unaware that membership
of the Club conferred immunity from criticism either of oneself or the products of one's labours. In that case it is clearly a better deal
than membership of the diplomatic service or even the royal family, although obviously Mr. Edwards subscribes to double standards.
What Mr. Edwards seems to be advocating is an old guard closing of ranks in order to maintain the illusion that "all's well in the best
of all possible worlds" and woe betide anyone who challenges that. As such it is the sort of thing that gives the AC a bad name and
demeans the quality of debate amongst members. If any apology is in order it should be forthcoming from Mr. Edwards, who chooses
to personalise the issues and gratuitously abuse fellow members of the club in a letter that seems calculated to incite conflict rather
than resolve disagreement. 

In lieu of such an apology I'm sure the team and the Club would accept an offer from Mr. Edwards to co-ordinate another meet on
Mount Kenya in 2011 on the 30th anniversary of the current edition of the guidebook, perhaps including some of the original 
contributors as well as modern rock activists amongst participants. Such a meet would be an opportunity to research the effects of 
climate change and other factors on route descriptions and could lead to a long overdue rewrite of the guidebook. There's an old
expression that I think may apply in this case: "Put up or shut up!"
Dave Wynne-Jones (Meets secretary)
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LETTERS

Useful links: The AC website has a Links page devoted to members' own websites.  Any member who would
like details added should e-mail links@alpine-club.org.uk. Sites can include such things as mountain training,
lecturers' details, writing, painting, etc.  in fact anything to do with mountaineering on an ongoing basis.  

Praise indeed! Kate Ross fêted
Dear Editor,

Mike Pinney's Swiss Meet Report in the November Newsletter has prompted me to offer congratulations to Kate Ross who is very

probably the first British lady to have climbed all the Alpine Fourthousanders.  Certainly no other likely candidate has come to my

attention during the past 15 years since I was myself on the verge of achieving this same goal.  

Thanks to the encouragement and leadership of two other Alpine Club Members, Les Swindin, my husband, and Peter Fleming,

our very good friend and companion on many routes, by August 1990, I had climbed 51 of the Fourthousanders on the Collomb list, 

leaving only the Aiguille Blanche de Peuterey to complete the tally.  A combination of difficult conditions and unpredictable bad 

weather thwarted both my attempts to reach the Aiguille Blanche, undoubtedly the trickiest to access of all the 52 peaks.  It was

immensely frustrating in early August 1993, to be caught in a totally unexpected blizzard at the Eccles bivouac hut with temperatures

well above zero all night - retreat the following morning was the only sensible option.  

A few days later Martin Moran and Simon Jenkins were more fortunate: from the same bivouac shelter, they had perfect snow 

conditions and were able to cross rapidly to the col de Peuterey and bag the summit before continuing their amazing traverse of the

Alps, doing all the Fourthousanders in just one summer season!  An ailing spine forced me into early retirement from alpinism after

that and my ambition was never realised, but I am very glad that at long last this feat has been achieved by a British lady, and 

particularly by Kate, an Alpinist with much stronger credentials than my own.  I only ever admitted to being a "perpetual second" (see

my article in the 1980 A.J.) and I shall be forever grateful to all those, and especially to Les and Peter, who accompanied me on so

many wonderful climbs.  Barbara Swindin

Which way is Shap Wells?
Richard Morgan quizzes Mike
Esten on the day of the dinner!

B M C
Members will be aware that they were consulted in

November about the BMC/AC relationship.  The trigger was a 
proposal by the BMC to allow members who wished to opt out of
BMC benefits in exchange for a reduction in the subscription while

retaining BMC club and personal liability insurance.  
Some 250 members responded of whom over 70% favoured a
new relationship based on an opt out mechanism, and only 20%

a continuance of the status quo.  
The subject was also raised at the Club AGM in November,

where the emphasis was on staying and supporting BMC and
using our influence within it.  As members know, the AC, together
with other senior clubs, played a major role in the establishment of
the BMC, and it has continuously supported it ever since.  It has

no wish to do otherwise now.
The BMC National Council considered the matter in December,
and decided, in spite of strong AC lobbying, to drop its opt out 
proposal. In the light of these developments the Committee is
pursuing discussions with BMC on a new form of relationship.

Most UK AC members are either BMC members through other
clubs, or as individual BMC members (overseas members are

ineligible).  A new form of relationship should allow the club's BMC
subscriptions to reflect these realities.In consequence you will be

pleased to hear that active consideration is being given to the idea
of a new relationship between AC and the BMC. 

It is likely that the form of a new relationship will not include 
personal liability insurance, which is expensive and does not
appear to be particularly valued by AC members.  Members 

wishing to continue to have personal liability insurance, and who
are BMC members only through the AC, are now advised to take

it out for themselves e.g. through a mountain travel policy,
because automatic cover may cease without specific notice. 

Richard Morgan

Please Note
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AC 2009 DINNER AT SHAP WELLS

‘Honest, luv! I’ve really , really got to go on that 
expedition’ says DW - J to Adele Long - again!

Yeah? You and
whose army?
John Barker
want s to know!

Our Guide Book
monitor! Kathy
Woodhead on the
front line.

Hamish McInnes
receiving his well
earned Honorary
AC membership.

Lucie and S teve Goodwin
contemplating their bottle.

Will their lives ever be better
than this? Jenny Lines and
Jamie Goodwin from Leeds
Univ with our national trea -
sure - er , what’ s his name!

---- and the two Mike’ s thought it
was funny , Jeremy(!), although---

Albert, happily at
home, way up
north!

The Fab Four!!

Sue Cameron making
Bob Allen’ s eyes boggle. There’s always someone

propping up the bar . Rupert
Baron buying Anna Lawford
a drink .

Mark Vallance tells a
joke - shock! Pete
Sterling laughed-----

‘If I put my hands round
his throat like this - am I
still guilty? W illiam
Newsom t akes advice from
Ian Thomp son.

--- but Eileen Coffey
and Leo Dickinson
thought it hilarious--

---- while Francoise and John
Temple were not quite so sure!

Girls aloud! V al Henley , Letitia S terling, Jenny
Lines and CC V -President Fiona Sanders
ripping it up!

------Dave Robert s and Hilary
Walker were only faintly amused----

Richard Nadin looking up
(justifiably?) to Dick T urnbull
with T ony W estcott and Paul
McWhinney looking on
embarassed! 

Oo, they are awful
but we like them!
Mike M and Grace
Hurford eat up th eir
profiteroles.

Iwonna, T adeusz and friends.

Doug and T ut with
tomorrow’ s superst ars?


























